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PREFACE. 



AuriioUGH Joshua CoflTin prepared his history of New- 
: .r}, in 1845, ^^'i^h considerable care and minuteness, and 
' -'t"2v: J. L. Colby, in the History of Essex County, in 1878, 
j id ilon. William T. Davis, in a similar work, ten years later, 
i i^!i^hed historical sketches of the town, the reader will find 
11 :iio following pages some additional facts, with foot-notes 

let . references for the convenience of those who wish to 

I 

;r.-^ult the authorities quoted. 

\\\ thanks are esj^cially due to Sidney Perley, esq., of 
a! Jn, and to Mr. George F. Dow, secretarj' of the Essex 
|i..-jitute, for advice and assistance in preixiring this volume 
• rr.he press; to Mr. C. W. Ernst, of Boston, for valuable 
I Js and suggestions in regard to the early postal ser\'ice in 
..cibury; to Rev. Rufus Emery, Capt. James O. Knapp,and 
r! Oliver B. Merrill, of Newburyport, for interesting genea- 
.Ti'al and historical facts ; and to Messrs. William Little and 
M. W. Little, of Newbury, for information obtained from 
}i and parish records, 
any of the maps and illustrations in this volume are re- 
actions of old prints; but most of the xicws of local 
ierj were taken expressly for this work by Messrs. Ed- 
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ward E. Bartlctt, William C. Thompson, and Sclwyn / j 

Reed, photographers, of Newburj'port. 

I have been comixrlled to leave some of the minor cvet 

and incidents in the historj- of Newburj' unnoticed, and hk!j 

found it absolutely imix)ssible to include valuable ixipers an*) 

; i 
documents, relating to the social and commercial life of Nev;- 

buryport, without increasing the number of jxiges in this bo^i 

beyond a reasonable limit. I hope, however, in a few yeay. 

to publish in a separate volume the history of Newbur}'po^ 

from its incorporation in 1 764 to the present time. I 

John J. CuRRiERi ' 

Newburyfort, December 1, 1902. ( 
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HISTORY OF NEWBURY. 



CHAPTER I. 

IE EARLY EXPLORERS. AND SETTLERS OF NEW ENGLAND. 

• 

For more than a centur)' after the discovery of America by 
iristopher Columbus, that portion of the continent extend- 
I from Newfoundland to Virginia was seldom visited by 
jropean explorers, and its rivers and harbors were practically 
iknown. 

In 1602, Capt. Bartholomew Gosnold, in a small ship 

died the ** Concord," sailed from Falmouth, England, well 

. ipplicd with men and provisions, intending to make a settle- 

I lent in the New World between the fortieth and fiftieth 

] egrees of north latitude. 

^ Instead of following the usual route by the Canary Islands 
. nd the West Indies, he steered directly across the Atlantic; 
. .nd in sc\en weeks reached the coast of Maine, in all proba- 
I iility, at or near the point of land now known as Cape 
^ Elizabeth. Following the coast in a southerly direction, he 
^ mchored at Cape Cod, within a league of the shore, where he 
^ found fish in abundance, and gave to that prominent head- 
^ land the name that it still bears. Continuing his voyage 
around the cape^ he landed at the mouth of Buzzard's Bay ; and 
j on an island of the Elizabeth group, now known as Cuttyhunk, 
^ he built a fortified house and attempted to plant a colony. 
^ A few weeks exposure to the hostility of the Indians, supple- 
J mcnted by serious quarrels and dissensions among the men 
who were to remain in the new settlement, induced him to 
abandon the enterprise ; and, loading his ship with sassafras 
root, cedar timber, furs, and other cinnmodities, he re-cm- 
barked his whole company, and returned to England. On bis 

' 
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arrival there July 23, i6c2, greart interest was awakened h 
country he had visited ; and the merchants of Bristol n 
the sum of one thousand pounds sterling for the pur 
of sending out another exploring expedition. 

April 10, 1603, Martin Pring, in command of two ves 
one fifty and the other twenty-six tons burthen, and a c 
of forty-four men and boys, sailed from Milford Haven, 
arrived at the mouth of the Penobscot river June sevci 
Cruising along the coast to the southward, he entered Ma 
chusctts Bay, and came to anchor in Plymouth hart 
seventeen years before the landing of the Pilgrims.* For 
weeks he explored the woods in that neighborhood, where 
found sassafras in abundance ; and, having loaded his vess 
with that fragrant product of the forest, he returned 
England, where he arrived October 2, 1603. 

Sieur de Monts with Samuel de Champlain sailed fro 
Havre de GrAce April 7, 1604, on a voyage of discovery, ai 
landed on the shores of Nova Scotia May 8, 1604. Togeth 
they explored the bay of Fundy, entered and examine 
Annapolis harbor, and during the following winter foun 
shelter on an island in St. Croix river, where they built 
few rude houses and formed a temporary settlement. Cor 
tinuing their explorations the following summer, they sail© 
along the coast, and at sunset, July 15, 1605, were near U*tl- 
Boar's head, with the Isles of Shails directly east of them 
They saw in the distance the dim outline of Cape Ann 
whither they directed their course, and before morning camt 
to anchor near its eastern extremity in sixteen fathoms of 
water. At an early hour the next day Champlain, with a few 
men taken from his ship's crew, went on shore to confer with 
the natives and obtain information needed in order to continue 
his voyage farther south. He drew a map of the coast along 
which he had sailed. The Indians added to the sketch an 
accurate outline of Massachusetts Bay, and also inserted the 
Merrimack river, which he had not seen, its mouth or entrance 
having been concealed by the low sand-hills of Plum islandf 

* Nanrative and Critical History o( America, toI. iii., p. 174. 

t Publication* of the Prince Society, itSo. Voyage* ol Samuel de Champlain, voL t., p. |i. 
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Capt. George Weymouth sailed from Dartmouth, Eng- 
land, on Easter Sunday, May 15, 1605 ; and June 18 he an- 
chored on the north side of the island of Monh^;an, at the 
mouth of Penobscot bay, on the coast of Maine. He after- 
wards explored the Kennebec river, planting a cross at one 
of its upper reaches; and, capturing five Indians, he took 
them by force with him to England on his return. 

King James I. ordered in 1606 that the American 
territory claimed by England should hereafter be known as 
South Virginia from Cajje Fear to the Potomac and North 
Virginia from the mouth of the Hudson to Newfoundland. 

Sir Ferdinando Gorges, having obtained from the king a 
patent, or grant, of the territory extending from the thirty- 
eighth to the forty-fifth degree north latitude, attempted to 
establish a permanent colony at the mouth of the Sagadahoc, 
now the Kennebec river. On the last day of May, 1607, 
two small vessels, under the command of Capt. George Pop- 
ham and Capt. Rawlcigh Gilbert, were sent out with men and 
supplies to begin the new settlement. Early in the month 
of August following they reached the island of Monhegan, 
called by them the island of St. George. And there 

Sondaye bcinge the 9th of August, in the morninge the most part of 
our hoU Company of both our shipes landed on this I Hand, the wch we 
call St. Gerge*s I Hand whear the crosse standeth; and there we heard 
a sermon delp'red unto us by our preacher, gyuinge God thanks for 
our happy metinge and safTe ary vail into the Contry ; and so retorned 
abord aggain.* 

The Rev. Richard Seymour, a minister of the Church of Eng- 
land, accompanied the expedition, and, undoubtedly, preached 
the sermon and read the prayers of this the first religious 
service conducted by a clergyman within the present limits 
of New England. 

A favorable situation on the peninsula of Sabino, on the 
west bank of the Sagadahoc river, was selected as the site^of 
the new colony. They built a church, a fort, a storehouse^ 
and some dwellings. During the winter that followed Cap> 
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tain Popham died, and their storehouse was destroyed by fire. 
In the spring, when a ship came out with supplies, the 
colonists, discouraged and disheartened by misfortunes and 
illness^ decided to abandon the enterprise and return to Eng- 
land. Subsequently Sir Francis Popham, and others who 
were interested with him in the fur trade that had been 
established with the Indians, sent one or more vessels annu- 
ally to the coast of Maine, and for many years carried on a 
brisk trade. 

In the month of April, 1614, Capt. John Smith, the fa- 
mous navigator, arrived at Monhegan with two small ships, 
intending to engage in whale-fishing there ; but, finding the 
conditions unfavorable, he decided to load his vessels for the 
homeward voyage with codfish and furs. Taking eight men 
in a small boat, he left the ships, with the rest of the party 
employed in catching and curing fish, while he cruised along the 
coast, collecting furs, from the mouth of the Penobscot to Cape 
Cod. He explored every island, headland, and harbor between 
the two points named, and made a map of the country, which 
he published, with his account of the voyage, in London in 
1 61 6. This map, although defective in many resi:)ects, gave 
the configuration of the coast with greater accurac)' than any 
map issued from the press previous to that date. The coun- 
tr)' known to the earlier voyagers as " Norumbega,*' " North 
Virginia," or "Canada," he called " New England," a name 
that it still bears.* To that group of rocky islands now 
called the Isles of Shoals he gave the name of Smith's Isles, 
and in his description of New England says, " Smith's Isles 
are a heape together, none necre them against Accomintycas." 
i The prominent headland known as Cape Ann appears upon 
\ the map ; and on the northerly side of it, close to the shore, 
I is an unnamed island that twenty years later the first settlers 
of Newbury named Plum Island. 

In his description of this locality, Smith says: " There are 
many sands at the entrance of the Harbour [of " Angoan " 

*" I took the description/' he t»y%, **o( the coast as well by map ai writing, and called It 
New England. At my humble suit, Charles, Prince of Wales, was pleased to coafinn it by that 
title." Vo>-axes of Capc. John Smith, republished la ^asaachusetta Historical Society Col- 
lections, vol. xiiiL. p^ aa 
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or " Aggawom," now Ipswich] and the worst is, it is em- ' 
bayed too farre from the dccpe sea ; here are many rising 
hills, and on their tops and descents are many come fields 
and delightf ull groues ; on the East an He of two or three 
leagues in length [Plum Island] the one halfe plaine marish 
ground, fit for pasture or salt Ponds, with many faire high 
groues of mulbcry trees and Gardens; there is also Okes 
Pines, Walnuts and other wood to make this place an excel- 
lent habitation being a good and safe Harbour," from thence 
" doth stretch into the sea the faire head land " now called 
Cape Ann, " fronted with three isles," named " the three 
Turks heads." 

Soon after the return of Capt. John Smith to England, 
new schemes of colonization were zealously advocated. As 
early as September, 1617, the Pilgrim exiles settled at Ley- 
den, Holland, commenced negotiations for liberty to plant a 
colony in America. November 11-21, 1620, the "May- 
flower** anchored in Provincetown harbor. Cape Cod; and 
December 11-21 the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth. 

Meanwhile the king had granted to Sir Fcrdinando Gorges 
and others a patent covering the territory of North America 
between the fortieth and forty-eighth degrees of latitude ; and 
the gentlemen interested in this grant were incorporated as 
"the Council established at Plymouth, in the County of 
Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and governing of 
New England in America." The settlement at Plymouth 
was included in this grant, and the colonists were subse- 
quently authorized and empowered by the council to take a 
certain quantity of land and set up a government there. 
Other jwrtions of this vast territory, imperfectly described 
and incorrectly bounded, were conveyed to various individ- 
uals and corporations, which ultimately led to vexatious dis- 
putes and law-suits. 

March 9, 162 1-2, the president and council granted to 
Capt John Mason, under the name of Mariana, " all the land 
lying along the Atlantic from Naumkeag River to the Merri- 
mack River, and extending back to the heads of those rivers, 
... to geather with the Great Isle or Island henceforth to 
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be called Isle Mason lying neerc or before the Bay, Harbor 
or )** river Aggawom." • 

This grant included nearly all the tcrrritory within the 
present limits of the county of Essex, but no settlements 
were made under it. Tlie patent granted the colony of Mas- 
sachusetts Baj-, several years later, covered the. same ter- 
ritory, and added to it the land lying between the Charles and 
the Naumkeag nvers. 

On the tenth day of August, 1622, the Council for New 
' England granted Capt. John Mason and Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, jointly, all the land lying between the Merrimack and 
Sagadahoc (now Kennebec) rivers, extending sixty miles in- 
land and including all islands within five leagues of the shore. 
With the aid of several wealthy merchants of London a com- 
pany was organized, under the name of the I^conia Com- 
pany ; and plans were matured for the development of the 
country and the establishment of a fishing station at the 
mouth of the Piscataqua river. In the spring of 1623, 
David Thompson, a Scotchman, with a small company, com- 
menced a settlement there, and erected the first house at a 
place called Little Harbor. 

Capt. Myles Standish, having been sent by the governor of 

Hymouth Colony " to buy provisions for the refreshing of the 

colony, returned with the same [July, 1623] accompanied 

with one Mr. David Tomson, a Scotchman, who also that 

■ spring began a plantation twenty-five leagues northeast from 

^ us, near Smith's Isles, at a place called Pascatoquack, where 

I he liketh well." f _ 

I In 1626, Governor Bradford and Edward Winslow, with 

1 some others of Plymouth Colony, were at Little Harbor, and 
^ in company with Mr. Thompson visited the settlement at 
Monhegan, where they purchased from the colonists there, 
j and from a French vessel wrecked near that island, various 
articles of merchandise \*alued at five hundred pounds.} 
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* Memoir Capt. Joha Maaoa, by Ourlet W. Ttotde, priated by the Prince Socidy, iSSj.p. 
j 173. Felt, ia his HUtory of Ipswidi (p. 36) uys that the great island meatSooed ia die |;raat ta 

Captain Matoa must hare been the island now kaowa as Plam Islead. 
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t " Good Newes from New Eaxland/* by Edwaid Wiaelov. PnbUibcd ia London in i6e4. 
Reprinted ia the ** Chroaiclcs of the Pilgrims,'* by Alesaadcr Yoaag, p. x^ 

X Bradford's History of Plimoth PUatatioa, priated by order of the Ceaeral Coort of Mm- 
nchasetts, pp. 151, ip. 
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At this time there were several small settlements scattered 
along the New England coast, and trade with the Indians was 
steadily increasing. 

The catching and curing of fish furnished employment for 
a large number of men and ships. Capt. John Smith, in his 
account of "New Plimouth," published in 1624, says, 

In 1620 six or seven ships went from the west of England to iish 
00 the Northeastern coast of New England; in 162 1 ten or tAvelve ; in 

1622 thirty-five ; in 1623 about forty; and in 1624 fifty or more. 

The Council for New England, desiring to increase the N'alue 
of its property, decided to distribute to each of its share- 
holders a certain portion of its territory not othcnvisc dis- 
posed of. The region about Cape Ann, extending probably 
to the Merrimack river, fell to the lot of Lord Sheffield, who 
conveyed it by charter January i, 1623-4, to Robert Cush man 
and Edward Winslow and their associates of Plymouth Colony, 
who were authorized to eject any person building or settling 
there without permission. • 

Late in the autumn of 1624 a ship, " caled y* Charitie " 
arrived at Plymouth with a cargo of provisions and household 
supplies. She was hastily discharged and sent to Cape Ann, 
with some of the prominent planters of the colony, who were 
instructed to build a fishing stage there to be used in the 
catching and curing of fish.f 

More than twelve months previous to that date, the Rev. John 
White, a Puritan minister of Dorchester, England, with some 
merchants and other gentlemen of that town, organized a 
company for the purpose of establishing a colony on the New 
England coast, where men engaged in fishing, when not other- 
wise employed, might cultivate the soil or carry on a lucrative 
trade witft the Indians. Cape Ann was selected as a favor- 
able location for the new enterprise ; and in the autumn of 

1623 fourteen men, from a vessel about to return to England 
with a full cargo of fish and furs, were landed at or near the 
present city of Gloucester, and left there to build during the 

* Palfrey's History ol New Entlao^. vol. t., p. 183. 

t Bradford's History of Plimoth Planutioo, published by order of the General Court tA 
Masaachusctu. pp. 1901 soa. 



.5 
■i 



i 



EARLY EXPLORERS AND SETTLERS 21 

winter dwelling-houses, salt-works, and other structures 
required in the catching and curing of fish. In the spring 
of 1624 the same vessel arrived at Cape Ann with men and 
supplies sent out by the Dorchester Company for the en- 
couragement and support of the feeble colony. In the fall of 
that year, however, Robert Cushman and Edward Winslow 
having obtained a grant of all the land in that neighborhood, 
the planters of Plymouth decided to build a fishing stage 
there. In 1625 the officers and crew of a vessel sent out by 
the Dorchester Company, "getting y« starte of y* ships that 
came to the plantation, they tooke away their stage, & other 
necessary provisions that they [the Plymouth people] had 
made for fishing at Cap Anne y* year before, and would not 
restore y* same, e.xcepte they would fight for it. But y* Gov' 
sent some of y* planters to help y* fishermen to build a new 
one, and so let them keepe it."* 

The Rev. William Hubbard, of Ipswich, in his History of 
New England, says that the Plymouth people built a fishing 
stage at Cape Ann in 1624 ; and when they went there in 
1623, to cure fish, they found the stage occupied. Capt. 
Myles Standish demanded possession of the property but was 
met with a peremptory refusal. 



The dispute grew to be ver}* hot and high words were passed between 
them which might have ended in blows, if not in blood and slaughter, 
had not the prudence and moderation of Mr Roger Conant, at that time 

^ there present, and Mr Pierse*s interposition, that lay just by with his 
ship, timely prevented. ... A little chimney is soon fired; so was the 
Plymouth captain, a man of vef>' little stature, yet of very hot and angry 

: temper. The fire of his passion soon kindled and blown up into a flame 
by hot words, might easily have consumed all, had it not been seasonably 
quenched.! 



Subsequently Roger Conant, who had been living at Plym- 
outh, was employed as superintendent of the company at 
Cape Ann. He sent several cargoes of fish to England, but 
they were sold at prices barely sufficient to pay the wages of 
the seamen. He remained in charge of the enterprise for 

*Bndlord*s HUtoiy of Plirooth Phatatkm, publish^ by order of the Gcnoral Coort ol 
MatsachosettB, |>. ajj. 

t MassachMctu Hbtorical Society CoUectioM, Socood Scrict, vol. v., p. ito. 
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nearly twelve months. At the close of the year 1626 the 
Dorchester Company decided to sell its ships, abandon the 
new settlement, and pay for the trans|)ortation to England of 
all who desired to, return. Roger Conant and a few of his 
friends remained, and the following year removed to Naum- 
keag, the site of the present city of Salem. 

March 19, 1627-8, the Council for New England granted 
Sir Henry Roswell, John Endicott, and others a tract of land 
extending from a line three miles north of the Merrimack river 
to a line three miles south of the Charles river, and east and 
west from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. September 6, 
1628, John Endicott with a small company landed at Naum- 
keag, where he found Roger Conant, and a few others who had 
come with him from Cape Ann, comfortably settled, and in- 
clined to resist any attempts to interfere with their rights or 
privileges. There was much ill feeling, but the questions in 
dispute were satisfactorily adjusted ; and in commemoration of 
the peaceful measures and methods adopted to bring about the 
reconciliation the place was called " Salem." 

Tlie following year a charter from the king confirmed the 
grant made to Sir Henry Roswell and his associates, and pro- 
vided that they and their successors should be and remain a 
corporation under the name of "the Governor and Company 
of the Massachusetts Ikiy in New England." A jxjrtion of the 
land conveyed by this charter had previously been granted 
to Capt. John Mason, and now forms a part of the State of 
New Hampshire. A long controversy in regard to the boun- 
dary line, " three miles north of the Merrimac river," has only 
recently been settled by commissioners appointed by the chief 
executive officers of the two states mentioned. 

The government of the colony in Massachusetts Bay was 
intrusted to the members of the corporation residing in Eng- 
land, but the question of transferring to the plantation in 
America the full and complete control of its affairs was care- 
fully considered and discussed during the summer of 1629. 
Legal advice favorable thereto was obtained and August 
twenty-ninth of that year it was determined "by the general 
consent of the Company that the government and patent 
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should be settled in New England." June 12, 1630, John 
Winthrop arrived at Salem, bringing the charter with him. 
Before the close of the year, settlements were made at Charles- 
town, Dorchester, Boston, Watertown, Uoxbury, Mystic (Mcd- 
ford), and Saugus (Lynn). The first court of assistants, af- 
terwards called "the Great and General Court," was held at 
Charlestown August 23, 1630. At a meeting, held Scptem- 
ber seventh, it was ordered that no one should settle within 
the limits of the colony without having first obtained permis- 
sion from the governor and assistants, and a warrant was is- 
sued to command those who had settled at Agawam, now Ips- 
wich, to leave the place. In Janiuiry, 1633, the court ordered 
**that a plantation should be begun at Agawam, being the best 
place in the land for tillage and cattle, lest an enemy, finding it 
void, should possess and take it from us."* 

In the month of March following, John Winthrop, Jr^ 
with -Mr. George Carr, who was afterwards ap|X)inted to keep 
the ferry between NewbOry and Salisbury, and ten or twelve 
others, commenced a settlement there. August 5, 1634, 
the (jeneral Court at New Town (Cambridge) "ordered that 
Aggawam shalbe called Ipswich." 

William Wood, author of " New Ivngland's Prospect," pub- 
lished in London in 1634, says: — 

Aj^<m'ammi is nine miles to the North from 5V//r/w, which is one of the 
most spatious places for a plantation being ncare the sea, it aboundeth 
with fish, and Hcsh of fowles and beasts, great Meads and Marshes and 
plaine plowing grounds, many good rivers and harbours and no rattle 
snakes. In a word, it is the best place but one, which is Aferrimacke^ 
lying S miles beyond it, where is a river 20 leagues navigable : all along 
^ the river side is fresh Marshes, in some places 3 miles broad. In this 

^ river is Sturgeon, Sammon, and Basse, and divers other kinds of fish, 

i To conclude, the Countrie hath not that which this place cannot yeeld. 

; So that these two places may containe twice as many people as are yet 

3 in New England; there being as yet scarce any inhabitants in these two 

spacious places. Three miles beyond the river Merrimackt is the out- 
side of our Patent for the Massachusetts Bay. These be all the Townet 
that were begun, when I came for England^ which was the 15 of 
August 1633.1 

* Winthrop* t Hbtory, vol. L, pp. 98, w; alio, Coflui*t Hbtoiy of Ncwbory, p. !•. 

t ** Kew Enf bad's Protpocl," roprintcd by lh« Princo Society of Booloo, i86s, dup. sL, pw 49. 
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Although there was no settlement between Ipswich and 
the boundary line of the colony on the north, it is evident 
that the land afterwards laid out and incorporated as the 
town of Newbury was not, even at that early date, an un- 
known wilderness, while it is equally certain that the " Sam- 
mon and Basse" in Merrimack River were a source of 
revenue to the fishermen who came from many and distant 
places. 

The slurgions be all over the Countrcy, but the best catching of them 
be upon the shoales of Caf^c CaUe and in the Kiver of Afirrimacke 
where much is taken, pickled and brought for England, some of them 
be 1 2, 1 4, I S foote long.* 

The map of the coast from Narragansett Bay to "Aco- 
mcnticus,** published in the first edition of " New England's 
Prospect, " and reprcxluced herewith, gives the location of 
Cajxi Ann, Ik)ar*s Head, and the "Hand of Shoulds," also 
the rivers " Quasacunqud," •* Piscataque," " Merrimack," and 
an island, not named, at the mouth of the last-named river, 
now known as Plum Island. On the southerly bank of the 
Merrimack river, at or near the easterly end of a small 
island (evidently Deer Island), the Indian camping ground or 
fishing station •' Pentucket " is located. Possibly, John Win- 
throp, Jr., may have established a trading house there after 
the adoption of the following order by the General Court : — 

September (3) 1633 There is liberty granted to Mr. John Winthrop 
Jum, & to his assignes, to sett vpp a trucking howse vpp Merrimack 
Ryver.t 



The map drawn by Capt. John Smith, and published in 
1616, gives a fairly accurate outline of the New England 
. coast from Mount Desert to Cape Cod, but does not give the 
I location of the Merrimack, Piscataqua, Saco, and some other 
= large rivers between those two points. Probably they were 
I not seen by the bold and enterprising explorer as he sailed 
J along the shore in a small boat, although he evidently as- 
j cended the Kennebec, and named it *« The River Forth.'* J 

*" N«w England's Prospect/' reprinted by ih« Prince Society of Boston, 186$, chap. is.,p.t7* 

t NUMJchuiettt Colony Rccorda, vol. i., pw loS. 

X Sec nap in NarratiT« and Critical History ol America, vol. IB., p. 19I: 
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February 28, 1633-4, King Charles I., greatly dis- 
turbed by the report that a large number of his disaffected 
and discontented subjects were about to leave England for 
the i)urix)se of securing civil and religious liberty beyond the 
sea, ordered the officers of the crown to detain ten shii)s, 
then in the river Thames, until the oath of allegiance to the 
king could be administered to all persons intending to em- 
bark for New England. The masters of the ships were 
placed imder bonds to observe certain rules and regulations, 
and especially to see that the prayers of the Church of 
England were read daily on the voyage to the New World. 

Matthew Cradock, the first governor of the Massachusetts 
Company, was summoned to appear before the king and the 
lords of the Privy Council, and ordered to bring the charter of 
the company with him. He replied that the charter was in 
New England. This was probably the first intimation the 
king had received that the ix)wers and privileges granted 
the company in London had been transferred to the colony 
in Massachusetts Bay. Immediate steps were taken to se- 
cure a return of the charter, and the ap]x>intment of a gov- 
ernor-general to supervise and control the administration of 
public affairs in New England was strongly urged by the offi- 
cers of the crown. 

At a meeting held "at the Earl of Carlisle's Chamber at 
Whitehall,** April 25, 1635, ^'^^ Council for New England de- 
cided to relinquish all its rights and privileges under the 
charter granted November 3, 1620, upon condition that the 
territory, of which a large jx^rtion had already been conveyed 
to various individuals by its own corporate action, should be 
divided and distributed by lot among the members of the 
council. 

June seventh, the "Great Charter** was surrendered to the 
king, and the distribution of the land was made in accord- 
ance with the terms and condition of the act providing for its 
repeal 

The council declared that it was compelled " because of 
many discouragements '* to abandon the attempt to rule and 
govern New England, and attributed its ill success chiefly to 
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the interference of the charter of the Massachusetts- Com- 
pany, which, it alleged, had been "surreptitiously gotten" in 
derogation of the rights of Capt. Robert Gorges and others. 
A writ of quo uuirnvifo was issued in September, 1635, ^"^ 
served on the members of the company in England. All 
but Cradock pleaded ** not guilty " to the charges brought 
against them ; but, in the opinion of the court they had made 
use of ix)wers and privileges not granted them in the 
charter, and were therefore prohibited from intermeddling 
with its affairs. Cradock was defaulted, convicted of usurpa- 
tion, and the rights and liberties of the franchise were re- 
voked and restored to the king. 

While these proceedings were pending in the Privy Coun- 
cil and law courts of ICngland, the town of Xewbury was in- 
cori)orated by "the Great and General Court of Massachu- 
setts," and the settlement at Parker river began. 



CHAITER II. 

THE SKTTLEMKXT AT PAKKKR RIVKR, 

1635-1645. 

Amoxc, the vessels detained in the river Thames by order 
oi the king's Privy Council, February 14, 1633-4, was the 
ship "Mary and John,** Robert Sayrcs, master. 

On the twenty-fourth and twenty-sixth of March following. 



William Moudey 
Thomas Swede 
Thomas S a very 
Phillip Fowler 
Robert Coker 
John Godfrey 
Nicholas Noyce 
Richard Littlehall 
John Whclyer 
Robert Newman 
Nicholas Easton 
Abraham Mussey 
Matthew Gillett 
John Mussey 
Thomas Parker 
John Spencer 
Henrj' Shorte 
John Newman 
Thomas Newman 



Henry Travers 
John Woodbridgc 
Christopher Osgood 
John Hartlett 
William Savery 
George Hrownc 
Richard Hrowne 
William White 
William Clarke 
Stephen Jurdcn 
Richard Kent 
William Hallard 
William Franklin 
Thomas Cole 
James Noyce 
William Spencer 
Richard Kent, Jun 
Henry Lunt v 
John Anthony 



whose names are found among the early settlers of New- 
bur}-, and others, took the oath of supremacy and allegiance 
to the king, and were allowed to sail in the ship for New 
England. • 

They arrived at Boston in the month of May, 1634, and 
the Rev. Thomas Parker, with most of the persons named in 
the above list, with their families, to the number of about one 

* New Enflaod Gcnealoxical and Historical Rcjcister, July, 1855, p. >6s. 

(28) 
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hundred removed to Agawam (Ipswich), where they re- 
mained during the following winter. 

At the General Court held at lk)ston, May 14, 1634, 
deputies or representatives from eight towns in the colony 
participated in its proceedings. Previous to that date the 
laws were made and executed by the governor and his 
assistants without consultation or conference with the free- 
men ; but some controversy having arisen in regard to the 
abrogation of an order for the "killing of swine, etc.," 
Governor Winthrop consented to the election of a certain 
number of deputies annually from each town to aid and 
assist in the enactment of laws and the administration of 
justice. 

Ipswich was not represented at the General Court held 
May 14, 1634; but at the session held at Newc Town 
(Cambridge), March 4, 1634-5, three persons claimed election 
as deputies from tliat town. Only one, however, was admitted 
to membership. 

Vpon a certificatt of 5 coifiissioners, chosen by the Court to con- 
sider of the elc^on of the dcputyes of Ipswich it did appearc to the 
Court that two of them viz : Mr Kaston & Henr)' Shorte were vnduely 
chosen, whoe were forthwith dismissed : soe Mr John Spencer onely 
stands legally elected in the opinion of the Court* 

The territory lying between Ipswich and the Merrimack 
river was well situated, and covered an area of more than 
thirty thousand acres of upland and marshland. In the sum- 
mer of 1 634 it had been carefully examined by an agent sent 
over by ** divers gentlemen of Scotland," who '« wrote to know 
whether they might be freely suffered to exercise their pres- 
b}'terbl government amongst us ; and it was answered affirm- 
atively that they might "f 

In May of that year the Rev. Thomas Parker and his com- 
pany arrived in Boston*; and, in the month of June following^ 
fourteen ships arrived there, bringing passengers and letters. 

* Masuchusrtts Colony Records, vol. I., p. 1 J5. The persons named In the above ccrtUkat* 
were sroonf the first sctders of Newbniy. 

t Chronicles ol the POjcriai Fathers, p. 40f . 
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Wc received letters from a godly preacher, Mr Levinston, a 
Scotchman in the north of Ireland, whereby he signified that there were 
many good Christians in those parts resolved to come hither, if they 
might receive satisfaction concerning some questions and propositions 
which they sent over.* 

September 25, 1634, the General Court ordered "that the 
Scottishe & Irishe gentlemen \v** intends to come hither shall 
haue liberty to sitt doune in any place vpp Merrimacke Ry ver, 
not ppossessed by any." f 

The company embarked for New England, "but, meeting 
with manifold crosses/* abandoned the enterprise and returned 
home. Before the failure of the expedition was known, how- 
ever, the town of Ipswich, in the exercise of its authority over 
the unoccupied territory still under its control, made the 
following conditional grant : — 

December 29th 1634 Itt is consented unto that John Pirkins, junior, 

shall build a ware [Ash trap] upon the river of Quasycung [now river 

^Parker] and enjoy the profitts of itt, but in case a plantation shall there 

settle then he is to submitt himself unto such conditions, as shall by them 

be imposed.} 

The Rev. Thomas Parker and his friends from Wiltshire, 
England, remained in Ipswich until the following spring, 
when they applied to the General Court for liberty to settle 
on the Quascacunquen river. 

Some of the chief of Ipswich desired leave to remove to Quasca- 
cunquen, to begin a plantation there which was granted them, and it 
was named Newberry.f 

May 6, 1635, the following orders were passed by the 
General Court : — 

Wessacucon is allowed by the Court to be a plantac'bn & it is re- 
ferd to M' Humfr)-, M' Endicott, Capt Turner and Capt Traske or 
any three of them, to sett out the bounds of Ipswich & Wessacuc'bn, 
or soe much thereof as they can & the name of the said plantac'bn is 
changed & hereafter to be called Neweberry. 

* Winthrop*s History (editioa iS$3), vol. i^ p. 160. 

t Ma»sachusetU Colony Record, vol. l^ p. 199. 

t Sec records of the town meeting held in Ipswich, December 39, i6)4. 

f Wiathrop*s History (edition, 1853), vol. t, p. 191. 
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Farther, it is ordered, that it shal be in the power of the Court to 
take order that the said plantacbn shall receave a sufficient company of 
people to make a competent townc* 

It is referd to M' Humfr}*, M' Endicott, Capt Turner & Capt 
Traske to sett out a fferme for M' Dumer, aboute the falls of Ncwebcrry, 
not exceeding the quantity of 500 acres, pvidcd also it be not piuditiall 
to Newebcrrj*. f 

The territory laid out and incorporated as the town of 
Xewbury was included in the grant made to Capt. John 
Mason, March 9, 162 1-2, by the Council for New England; 
and this territory was again assigned to him February 3, 
1634-5, just previous to the dissolution of the company and 
the surrender of its charter to the king. April 22, 1635, 
the grant was confirmed by the company ; and two deeds, of 
nearly the same tenor, were executed, conveying to Capt 
John Mason and his heirs all that portion of the main land 
of New England "beginning from the Middle part Nahum- 
kege River & from thence to proceed Eastward along the 
' sea Coast to Cape Ann & round about the same to Pischa- ' 
\ taqua harbour," etc. These conveyances were subsequently 
recorded in the Registry of Deeds, York County, Maine, 
book II., pp. 14-17. J 

Governor Winthrop, and the men associated with him in 
the administration of public affairs, were e\*idently anxious to 
extend the settlement of the colony to its extreme northern 
,. limit, in order that they might hold the disputed territory 
' against all claimants under the Mason grant. Vigorous 
- measures were taken to accomplish this result. Most of the 
passengers who came to New England in the ship " Mary 
and John " were induced to remove to Newbury early in the 
■ year 1635. Tradition asserts that they came by water from 
j Ipswich, and landed on the north shore of the Quascacunquen 

I * Massachusetts Colony Records, vnl. I., p. 146. The Indian name " Wessacucon ** wat 

I sometimes rpelled " Wc&sacurocon." In Winthrop's History of New Eogland. quoted 00 pag« 

\ 30. it was w-ritten "Quascacunquen.'* In the town records of Ipswich it was *' Quasycung ," a« 
5 »atcd on the pr<tceding paj;c. On the map published in "-New England's Prospect,** by WUliui 

Wood, ia 1634, ** Quascunqud River ** is the nsme given to what b now known as Parker 

river. 

t Massachttsctu Colony Records, vnl. I., p. 146^ 

t Certified copies of these conveyances may be foond in the Prince Society PubBoilione, 
'* Capum John Mason," pp^ ao9-ais. 



32 HISTORY OF XEWBURY 

(now Parker) river, about two or three hundred rods below 
the bridge that connects the " Lower Green " with the 
*' -Great Neck " and the town of Rowley. They were soon 
joined by Henry Sewall, Richard and Stephen Dumnier, 
and others, who were interested in stock-raising and actively 
engaged in the importation of sheep and cattle. 

June 3, 1635, ^^^ Dutch ships, loaded with horses, heifers, 
and sheep, arrived at Boston ; and the same day the ship 
"James," three hundred tons burthen, arrived at the same 
place with cattle and passengers.* The last-named vessel 
sailed from Southampton, England, about the fifth of April, 
1635, and is said to have delivered her cargo in good order 
and condition. Among her passengers were 

Thomas Browne of Malford, weaver. 

Hercules Woodman «* ** mercer. 

Thomas Colman ** Marlborough husbandman. 

Anthony Morse *• ^ shoemaker. 

William Morse 4* u u 

Nicholas Hatt ** Dex^es linen weaver. 

John Knight ** Romsey taylor. 

Richard Knight ** " •* 

Nicholas Holt ** ** tanner. 

John Emery " ** carpenter. 

Anthony Emery *• ** •♦ 

John Pike •• Langford laborer. 

John Musselwhitc " •* « 

t Anthony Thctcher ** Sarfii (Salisbur)*) taylor. 

Most of the persons named in the above list came to New- 
bury soon after their arri\-al at Boston; and, July 8, 1635, 

* WtDthrop't HUlory (edition, 1S53), rol. L. pp. 191, 19a. 

t New KagUnd GcneAltipc*) and Histoncal Register, October, iSAo, p. 333. In a foot-note 
on page 196, vol. L of Winthrop's Uistonr. Anthony Tliachcr and Mr. Avery are laid to 
have come to New England in the ship "James"; but in the list printed in the Genea- 
lojocal Register and quoted abiive, Mr. Avery's name does not appear. It it also stated that 
his baptismal name «asJohn; and in Book MI., Pan Second, Chap, ii., of Mather's "Mag- 
nalia/* there is an account ol " the death of Mr. John Avery." lliis is evidently an error, fa 
the records of the General Court, vol. i., p. 154, under date of September 1, 1635, he is called 
Mr. Joseph Avery, and Mr. Anthony Thacher is appointed administrator of hb estate. In the 
invrntory of personal property signed b>- Mr. Thacher, a few weeks later, "Joseph ** is given as 
the baptismal name; and " Richard Knight, Nicholas Holt & John Knight, all three of Xew- 
bvrry,** are mentioned as witnesses to a debt said to be due the esute from John Emery. 

Young's Chronicles of Massachusetts, dup. xxiii., p. 4S5, and liKrease Mather's " Renurkabk 
Pro^idencea.** chap. i.. give the deuils of the terrible shipwreck at Cape Ann, August 14, i63St 
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the General Court ordered '• that there shall be a convenient 
quantity of land sett out by Mr Dumer and M' Bartholemewe, 
within the bounds of Newbur)-, for the keeping of the sheepc 
and cattell that came over in the Dutch shipps this yeare^ 
and to belong to the owners of said cattell/* • 

This joint stock-raising enterprise met with many discour- 
agements, and after a few months* trial was reluctantly aban- 
doned. November 3, 1635, the General Court passed the 
following order : — 

WTicreas Thomas Coleman hath contracted with S' Richard Salton- 
stall & dy vers other genllem in England & here for the kecpingc of ccr- 
taine horses, bulls & shcepe in a gen*all stockc, for the space of three 
veares, & nowe, since his comeing hither, hath bene exceeding necligent 
in discharging the trust comittcd to him, absenting himselfe for a longe 
tyme, from the said cattell, as also neclecting to provide howseing for 
them, by reason whereof many of said cattell arc dead already, & more 
damage like dayly to accrue to the said gentlen), it is therefore ordered, 
that it shal be lawfull for the said gentlen\ to devide the oates & hay 
provided for the said cattell amongst themselves & soe cuery one to take 
care of their owne cattell for the winter.f 

At this time the colony of Massachusetts Bay was greatly 
disturbed by the mutilation or defacement of the national en- 
sign by the order of Capt. John Endicott. The Court of 
Assistants met at the house of Thomas Dudley, governor, No- 



which resulted in the kws of Mr. Avery, his wife, sis childrea, and all who were on board the 
vessel, except Mr. Thacher and his wife. 

Mr. Avery was a minister, and cousin to Anthony Thacher, who was a tailor from Salbbury, 
Ensland. They came to Newhury soon after the incorporatioiv^ the totm ; but, being stroof ly 
urfcd to go to Marblehead, they embarked »iih their families at Ipswidi in a small pinnace, %xA 
during a terrific storm were dashed upon the rocks, and the crew, with all the passengers except 
two, were drowned. The place where this caUstrophc occurred m-as called " Thadier's Woe ** (now 
Thacher's Island) and *« Avery h'ls Fall »* (now Avery*s Rock). The " Swan Song of Parson 
Avery,** by John G. Whittier, describing the shipmreck and the storm, closes with tbcM 
lines: — 

" There was wailing on the mainland, from the rocks of Marblehead; 

In the stricken diurdi nf Newbury the notes of prayer m«re read ( 
\ And long, by board and hearthstone, the living moun»ed the dead. 

" And still the fishers outbound, or scudding from the sqoall. 
With grave and re\'erent faces, the ancient taU recall. 
When they sec the white waves breaking on the Rock of Arerj's Pan." 

" March 9, 163&-7 Mr Anthony Thacher had granted him the small iland at the head of Capt 
Ann (vpon mck bee was p*aerred from shipiK-rack) as his pp inheritance.** Massachusetts Colony 
Records, vol. L, p. 191. 

* Massachnsetts Colony Records, vol. L, p. 149. t Ibid., pw iss* 
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vember 27, 1634, " to advise about the defacing of the cross 
in the ensign at Salem." 

The magistrates agreed to write to Mr. Downing in Eng- 
land, expressing their disapprobation of the act and their pur- 
pose to punish the offenders, " with as much wariness as we 
might, being doubtful of the lawful use of the cross in an 
cnsigii." ♦ 

January 19, 1634-5, all the ministers except M^ Ward of Ipswich, 
met at Boston, being requested by the governour and assistants, to 
consider of these two cases : 1 . What we ought to do if a general gov- 
ernour should be sent out of England ? 2. Whether it be lawful for us 
to carry the cross in our banners? In the first case, they all agreed, 
that, if a general governour were sent, we ought not to accept him, but 
defend our lawful possessions, (if we were able) ; otherwise to avoid or 
protract For the matter of the cross, they were divided, and ^o de- 
ferred it to another meeting.f 

At a meeting of the General Court held at New Towne 
(Cambridge), March 4, 1634-5, 

Ml* Endicott was called to answer for defacing the cross in the en- 
sign ; but because the court could not agree about the thing, whether 
the ensigns should be laid by, in regard that many refuse to follow 
them, the whole cause was deferred till the next general court ; and the 
commissioners for military affairs gave order, in the meantime, that all 
the ensigns should be laid aside. { 

At the General Court held May 6, 1635, the town of New- 
bury was incorporated ; and the same day a committee was 
appointed "to consider the act of M' Endicott, in defacing 
the col's & to rcporte to the Court howe farre they judge it 
sensurable.'*§ 

Mr. John Spencer, a deputy from Ipswich, who was one of 
the first settlers of Newbury, served on this committee, 
which was composed of one member from each town, nine in 
all, and four additional elected by the Court of Assistants. 
This committee reported, after a few hours* deliberation, that 
a great o£fence had been committed, that it was done with- 

*Uliithrop*t History (edidoa 1853), vol. i., p. 179. 

t W{iithrop*t Hbtory, vol. L, p. 183. X Ibid., vol. L, p. 186. 

f Muuchu«etu Colony Records, voL I., pc 14s* 
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out the advice or consent of the General Court, and that John 
Endicott should be admonished and disabled from holding 
public office for one year, "declining any heavier sentence 
because they were persuaded he did it out of tenderness of 
conscience, and not of any evil intent." ♦ 

The following year Thomas Milward, mate of the ship 
"Hector," then in Boston harbor, denounced the colonists 
as rebels and traitors because they did not display the king's 
colors at the fort on Castle Island. For this offence he 
was seized and brought before the General Court and com- 
mitted for trial. But the next day, having signed the follow- 
ing certificate, he was released, and subsequently came to 
Newbur)', where he lived for many years : — 

Whereas I, Thorn : Millard, have given out most false & repchfuU 
speaches against his maties loyall & faithfull subjects dwelling in the 
Massachusetts Ray, in America, saying that they were all traytcs & 
rebells & that I would afiirme so much before the Govenor himselfe, 
wch expressions I do confes (& so desire may bee conceived) did 
pcced from the rashncs & distemper of my owne braine, w^Hout any 
just ground or cause so to thinke or speake, for wcH, my vnworthy & 
sinfull carriage being called in question, I do justly stand committed ; 
my humble & [ ] request yfore is )-< vpon }•• my free & ingenious re- 
cantation of )*• my grosse failing it would please y« Goveno** & }*« rest of 
yc assistants to accept of this my humble submission, to passe by my 
fault & to dismisse me fro further trouble ; & y«, my free & volentary 
confession I subscribe w^ my hand y* ff^ June 1 636. 

Thomas Millerd.I 

Notwithstanding this acknowledgment of submission on 
the part of Thomas Milward, it is evident that the governor 
and his Court of Assistants were somewhat uneasy for fear 
their conduct might give offence to the king. Some captains 
in the harbor of Boston being consulted upon the subject. 



; They answered, that, in regard that they should be examined upon 

their return, what colors they saw here, they did desire that the king^s 
colors might be spread at our fort It was answered that we had not 
the king's colors. Thereupon two of them did offer them freely to us. 
We replied that for our part we were fully persuaded, that the cross in 
the ensign was idolatrous, and therefore might not set in our ensign ; 

* Wbthrop't Hltlery, voL L« p. 18^ t M atndmactu Coloay RmoHi, Tol. t., pw t^ 
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but because the fort was the king*s and maintained in his name, we 
thought that his own colors might be spread there. So the governour 
accepted the colors of Capt. Palmer, and promised they should be 
set up at Castle Island.* 

During the summer of 1635, while the excitement caused 
by the defacing of the colors and the failure to re-elect 
Kndicott, a member of the Court of Assistants, was at its 
height, the work of clearing and preparing the soil for culti- 
vation was prosecuted with undisturbed vigor in the settle- 
ment at Parker river, Newbury. House lots, planting lots, 
and meadow lots were granted and laid out according to the 
rule established in London by the company organized for the 
encouragement of emigration and the development of the re- 
sources of the colony in Massachusetts Bay. A house lot of 
four acres, with the right of pasturage, was assigned to the 
poorest settlers; fifty acres were allotted to every person who 
paid for his own transix)rtation to New Kngland ; two hun- 
dred acres to every one contributing fifty pounds to the 
common stock ; and a larger or smaller number to other cash 
contributors in proix)rtion to the amount invested by them. 
Dwelling-houses were erected, and a church organized (the 
tenth in the colony) " in the open air, under a tree ** that 
stood on the north bank of the Parker river, at or near the 
Lower Green. The Rev. Thomas Parker was chosen pastor, 
and the Rev. James Noyes, teacher. Prudential men — after- 
ward called "the seven men'* and "the selectmen" — were 
elected to attend to the ordinary business affairs of the town. 
The population steadily increased in numbers and improved, 
slowly, in worldly condition. Only two months after the in- 
corporation of the town it was called upon to assess and 
collect its proportion of a tax of two hundred pounds levied 
by the General Court, one-half of this tax to be paid at once, 
and the other half before the next meeting of the General 
Court.f 

Richard Dummer was a member of the Court of Assistants 
from Roxbury, and John Spencer was a deputy from Ipswich, 
at the time this tax was levied, July 8, 1635. The same day 

* Wathrop't Ubtory, vol. L, p. 9x4. t MatsachuMtu Colony Records, vol. U p. 14Q. 



> 



/ 



38 JUSTORY OF NEWBURY 

the General Court granted liberty "to M' Dumer & M' 
Spencer to builcle a myll & a weire att the falls of Neweberry, 
to enioy the said myll & weire, with such preuilidges of 
ground & tyniber as is expressed in an agreem* betwixte them 
& the towne to enioy to them & their heires foreuer." ♦ 

This mill was probably erected in 1636, although evidently 
not completed until two or three years later.f In 1637, 
Richard Dummer and John Spencer, with more than sixty 
other followers of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson and the Rev. John 
Wheelwright, were condemned and disarmed for holding 
erroneous religious opinions. Vexed and humiliated by this 
arbitrary act of the General Court, they decided to abandon 
their business enterprises in Newbury, and seek a more con- 
genial dwelling-place elsewhere. They evidently sailed for 
England at the first convenient opportunity. Mr. Spencer 
died in London previous to 1648. Mr. Dummer apparently 
returned to Newbury in 1638, bringing his wife and family. J 
He probably found it advisable to pursue this course in 
order to avoid great pecuniary loss, and thereafter seems to 
have suppressed his own personal views and opinions on 
religious matters so far as possible, and submitted quietly 
to the laws and orders passed and approved by the General 
Court. 

He made an agreement w^th Edward Woodman, Edward 
Rawson, John, Knight, and Richard Brown that was entered 
upon the records of the town of Newbury, August 6^ 1638, 
which reads as follows : — 

It is agreed wtH Mr Richard Dummer of Newbury by the psons whose 
names are hereunto subscribed that in case M' Dummer doe make his 

* Matsacbttsetts Colony Records, vol. i., p. 149. t Winthrop*t History, vol. i., p. 234. 

t Araons the passenger* in the ship " BeTis,'* ijo tons, from Southampton for New England, 

May, 1638, wcrt 

*' Richard Dumer of New England a^ed 40 

Alee Dumer ** 35 

Thomas Dumer *' 19 

Joane Dumer ** 19 

Jane Dumer ** 10 

Stephen Dumer Husbandman (probably) 99 

Dorothee Dumer 6 

Ridurd Dumer 4 

Thomas Dumer ay ** 

— Massachusetts Hbtorical Collections, Third Series* vol. z., p. 145. 
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mill fitt to gry'^^ corne & doe so maintayne the same, as also doe keepe 
a man to attend the grynding of corne, then they for their p<s will send 
thithec all the corne that they shall have ground ; & doe likewise pmise 
that all the rest of the Toune (if it lye in their power to p*cure the same) 
shall also bring their corne from tyme to tyme to be ground at the said 
mill ; and it is further agreed that (the lore menc*oned condic*on being 
obser\*cd by M' Dummcr) there shall not any other mill be erected w*J>in 
the said Toune. 

The exact location of the meeting-house, built probably 
during the summer of 1635, >s somewhat uncertain. It was 
probably erected on the triangular lot of land now known as 
the Lower Green, or, possibly, a hundred rods farther north, 
at or near the burying-place mentioned in the grant to John 
Emer)' May 18, 1647.* ^^ ^ events, the houses of the 
first settlers of Newbury were in that immediate vicinity ; and 
the General Court ordered, September 6, 1635, ^^ **noe 
dwelling bowse shalbee builte above halfe a myle from the 
meeting bowse in any newe plantac^n^ granted att this Court, 
or hereafter to be granted, without leaue from the court, 

! (except myll bowses & fferme bowses of such as have their 

; dwelling bowses in some towne), Ipsw***, Hingham, Newberry 

\ & Waymothe to be included in this order." f 

, This law, though oppressive and annoying, was strictly en- 

forced until May 13, 1640, when it was repealed. 

, The boundary line between Ipswich and Newbury was set« 

* tied and agreed upon by special committees appointed for 

* that purpose : — 

; Sept 3, 1635. John Winthrop Sem & John Humfry, Esq. are in- 

, treated by the court to vewe the bounds of Ipswch & Neweberry, & to 
informe the nexte court howe they may conveniently be bounded.^ 

March 3, 1635-6. It is referd to John Humfry, Esq & Cap* Turner 
to sett out the bounds betwixte Salem & Ipswcb & betwixte Ipsw^& 
\ Newberry, before midsufner, nexte, as also to vewe & informe the nexte 
I Gen'all Court if there may not be another towne conveniently setled be* 
twbcte them; & it is agreed, that the bounds of the said townes shall 
run sixe myles apeece into the country.| 

• Sm " Ottld Ncwbanr,** p. 14. 

t Massachasctts Colooy lUcordi^ toI. L, p. isj. 

X Ibid., Tol. i., p. IS*. I Ibid., ToL L» p. 167. 
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The General Court also licensed Francis Plumcr to keep an 
ordinary, and authorized *• M' Dunier to swcare a constable at 
Neweberry." ♦ At the same session, September -3, 1635, the 
General Court "ordered, that the high wayes betwLxte Ipsw^** 
& Saugus & betWLXte Ipsw*^** & Neweberry, shalbe mended by 
the inhabitants of the townes, where they are, before the next 
p'ticular court." f. 

A tax was also levied, to be paid the treasurer of the colony 
before the next session of the court. The amount assessed 
upon 
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Newbury was 7. 10. 00 


Waymothc 


4. 00. 


00 


Ipswch 14. 00. 00 


Hingham 


6. 00. 


00 


Salem i6. 06. 00 


Meadford 


9. 15. 


00 


Saugus II. 00. 00 


Boston X 


25. 10. 


00 



March 3, 1635-6, the General Court "ordered, that there 
shalbe three hundred pounds Icvycd out of the seu'all planta- 
CT)ns for public uses. " § ' - 

Of this amount, Newbury was called upon to pay the sum 
of ;£ii 5^. ; Ipswich, ^25; Boston, £17 ios,\ etc. § 

For the admistration of justice and the enforcement of the 
laws, civil and criminal courts were established in the colony ; 
and March 3, 1635-6, the General Court "ordered that 
there shall be ffoure courts kept eu'y quarter: i. att Ipsw^ 
to which Neweberry shall belonge j 2. att Salem, to w*** 
Saugus shall belonge ; 3. att Newe Towne to w^** Charlton, 
Concord, Meadford & Waterton shall belonge; 4th. att 
Boston to w^ Rocksbury, Dorchest% Weymothe & Hingham 
shall belonge." || 

The governor, deputy governor, and members of the Court 
of Assistants were elected by the " freemen " of the colony, 
who were required by law to meet, annually, in the month of 
May at the General Court for that purpose. Those living in 
towns remote from Boston finding this law burdensome and 
oppressive, the court ordered March 3, 1635-6, 

* llwachmetu Colony Records vol. t, p. 159. t Ibid^ toI. L, p. ite. 

I Ibid, V0I..L, p. IS&. ^ I Ibid., vol. L, p. 164. I Ibid., voL I , p. 169. 
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That the Genall Court, to be holden in May nexte, for the e1ecc5n of 
^f agistrates &c shalbe holden att Boston, & that the townes of Ipswd>, 
Neweberry, Salem, Saugus, Waymothe, & Hingham shall have libertie 
to stay soe many of their ffrcemen att home, for the safty of their towne, 
as they judge needeful & that the saide fTreemen that are appoyneted by 
the towne to stay att home shall have liberty for this court to send their 
voices by pxy.* 

At the General Court held in Boston May 25, 1636^ Sir 
Henry Vane was elected governor, and John Winthrop, deputy 
governor. 

The ffreemen of Neweberry arc flfined vi<> a peece for chusing & 
sending to this court a deputy wch was noe ffreeman. t 

'• M' Dudley, M' Dufrier, M' Bradstrcete, M' Saltonstall & 
M' Spencer" were appointed magistrates for the county 
courts for Ipswich and Newbury, and "M' DuiTier" was 
chosen treasurer of the colony " for this year nexte cnsucing 
& till a newe be chosen." J 

May 17, 1637, John Winthrop was elected governor, and 
Thomas Dudley, deputy governor. Among those who were 
made freemen at Newe Towne (Cambridge) that day, and 
took the oath established by order of the General Court, were : 

Edmond Marshall John Bartlet 

Henry Seawall Junior Robert Pike 



Nicholas Holt Thomas Coleman 

j Nicholas Noise John Cheney 

Archelaus Woodman Thomas Parker 
James Browne 

In the year 1635, ^he Election was held at Cambridge: so twas again 
\ May 17, 1637, upon the Plain in the open Aer. Govi^ Vane was there, 
f and had the Mortification to see the excellent John Winthrop preferd 
. before him, and chosen Govemour (who had been Govemour 1 630-1-2- 
I 3). Indeed Mr Vane seemed to stand so hard for being chosen again, as 
« to endeavor to confound and fnistrat the whole business of the Election, 
- rather than that he himself should fail of being chosen. There was a 
: great struggle, he being the principal Magistrate, for managing the Elec- 
i tion. My father has told me many a time that he and others went on 
foot from Newbury to Cambridge, fourty miles, on purpose to be made 

• MasMchusctti Colooj RMorda, vol. L, p. tHA. 
« t IWd., YoL L, p. 174. X Ibid., vbL L, p. ajf. * 
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free, and help to strengthen Govt Winthrop's Party. And I find his 
name in the Record accordingly.* 



WINNACUNNET. 

• 

In order to hasten the settlement of the territory supposed 
to be within thd jurisdiction of the colony of Massachusetts 
bay, the General Court ordered, March 3, 1635-6, "that there 
shalbe a plantac?>n settled att VVenicunnett & that M' Dufher 
& M' John Spencer shall have power to presse men to builde 
a howse forthw*** in some convenient place ; & what money 
they lay out aboute it shalbe repaide them againe out of the 
treasury, or by those that come to inhabite there," f 

" Winnacunnett " was afterwards called Hampton ; J and the 
house ordered by the General Court was probably erected not 
far from the boundary line that now divides the towns of Sea- 
brook and Hampton Falls, N. H. It was evidently on the path 
or way leading from Newbury to Piscataqua (now Portsmouth), 
and for many years was known as the "Bound House," 
although it was undoubtedly intended as a mark of possession, 
rather than of limit, by the colony of Massachusetts bay. 

At a later date, however, when the colony was urging its 
claim to a large portion of the territory now included in the 
state of Maine, Robert Carr, Samuel Mavericke, ajid George 
Cartwright, commissioners from King Charles II., replied, 
July 16, 1665, in answer to this claim: — 

The fixing, nameing, and owning a Bound house 3 large miles north 
from Merrimack River about 1 2 yeares together, by the corporation of 
Massachusetts (after the fixing of which Bound house many other 
patents were granted by the Council of Plymouth & by the King,) 
must necessarily determine the limits of the said Corporation, and 
answer all the false and fraudulent expositions of their Charter. { 

The disputed claim was finally settled by an act of Parlia- 
ment creating the Pro\ince of New Hampshire, and restrain- 
ing the colony of Massachusetts from exercising its authority 
over the towns of Portsmouth, Dover, Exeter, and Hampton. 

* Samuel Sewair* Letter Book, vol. I., p^ 29$. 

t Musachutetu Colony Records, vol. i., p. 167. X September 4, 1639. 

I ProvincUl Papers of New Hanpthlr*, voL L, p. 949. 
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March 9, 1636-7, the Rev. John Wheelwright was adjudged 
** guilty of contempt and sedition " by the General Court ; and, 
November 2, 1637, he was disfranchised and ordered to de- 
part beyond the jurisdiction of the colony within fourteen 
days. The same day the inhabitants of Newbury received 
a conditional grant of Winnacunnet, and those who removed 
there within one year were to have " three years imunity," 
beginning March i, 1637-8.* Mr. Wheelwright, after his 
banishment, "settled just beyond the Bound House," and sub- 
sequently bought of the Indians a tract of land thirty miles 
square, extending from three miles north of the Merrimack 
to the Piscataqua river, and including Winnacunnet, 
j Richard Dummer, John Spencer, and Nicholas Easton 

were supposed to sympathize with the Rev. John Wheelwright 
in his religious opinions; and, November 20, 1637, they were 
ordered to deliver up to the constable of Newbury their 
"guns, swords, pistols, powder, shot, and match." Soon 
after the promulgation of this order, Mr. Dummer and Mr. 
Spencer went to England ; but Mr. Easton evidently remained 
in Newbury, although he had asked and obtained liberty to 
remove beyond the jurisdiction of the colony. March 12, 
1637-8, the General Court, having information that he and 
others who had been disarmed intended only to withdraw 
themselves for a season, in order to avoid the censure of the 
court, ordered them to depart according to the license given 
them. . 



\ 
\ 

I Mr. Easton had probably been 'empIoyed_as architect or 

superintendent of the workmen " pressed " by Mr. Dummer 
and Mr. Spencer to build the house at Winnacunnett, and 



was doubtless well acquainted with the agricultural resources 
and advantages of that locality.f When he found, by order 
of the General Court, that he must remove from Newbury, he 
decided to go to Winnacunnet and settle there. His plans, 
I however, were frustrated by the adoption of a peremptory 
* order, May 16, 1638, "that the magistrates of Ipswich shall 
have power to discharge M' Eason & M' Geofifry fro" build- 

* MatudioMtts Colooy R«cord«^ vol. L, p. aof. 

t Btlknap't Hiilory •( Ntv HuBpahlrc, voL I., p. |lb 
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ing at Winnacunnct & if they will not take warning, to cleare 
the place of y"." ♦ 

Whether the magistrates of Ipswich were obliged to use 
force in order to " cleare the place of ym " is unknown ; but 
it is certain that Nicholas Easton was soon after in Rhode 
Island, where he resided until his death. He was governor 
of that state in the years 1672 and 1673. 

Although the inhabitants of Newbury were granted in 
November, 1637, ^'^^ privilege of removing to Winnacunnet, 
no effort was made on their part to obtain possession of that 
territory until the autumn of 163S, when a petition signed 
by a number of Newbury men was presented to the General 
Court for confirmation of the grant and for liberty to begin 
a settlement there. At the session held in Boston, Sep- 
tember 6, 1638, 

The Court grants that the petitionesr M' Steven Bachiler, Christo : 
Hussey, Mary Husscy, vidiia^ Thorn : Crumwell, Samuel Skullard, John 
Osgood, John Crosse, Samu: Greenfield, John Molton, Tho: Molton, 
Willi: Eston. Willi: Palmer, Willi: Sergant, Richrd Swayne, Willi: 
Sanders, Rob't Tucke, wth diverse others shall have liberty to begin a 
plantation at Winnacunnet: & M' Bradstrcete, M' Winthrope Junior 
& Mr Kawson, or some two of them, are to assist in setting out the 
place of the towne, & apportioning the severall quantity of land to each 
man, so as nothing shalbee done therein wtl^out alowance from them, 
or 2 of them.t 

Some of the petitioners, with others whose names are un- 
known, availed themselves of the privileges granted by this 
order, and during the winter and spring removed thither in 
such numbers that the General Court acknowledged and de- 
clared, June 6^ 1639, 

Winnacunnet is alowed to bee a towne, & hath power to choose a 
cunstable & other officers, & make orders for the well ordering of 
their towne, & to send a deputy to the Court, & Christo: Hussey, 
Willie Palmer & Rich*d Swaine to end all businesses vnder 2oshs for 
this yeare; the laying out of land to bee by those expressed ia the 
former order.} 

Edward Rawson, one of the committee appointed to lay 
out the land at Winnacunnet, was a deputy to the General 

* MuMchutetts Colooj Records, vol. I., p. jsi. 

t Ibid., vol. I., p. a)6. } Ibid., vol. L, p. as9 
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Court from Newbury. The Rev. Stephen Bachiler had been 
a minister at Saugus (Lynn) for several years ; but, in conse- 
quence of some contention among the people there, he re- 
moved to Ipswich, then to Cape Cod, and then to Newbury, 
where he was living in 1638. His son-in-law, Christopher 
Ihissey, probably came to Newbury twelve months earlier. 
After .the incorporation of Winnacunnet Mr. Bachiler and 
Mr. Hussey disposed of their real estate in Newbury, and ac- 
knowledgment of the same was entered upon the records as 
follows : — 

It was acknowledged by Me Richard Dumer and William Wake- 
field* being authorized by Mr Stephen Bachelour and Christopher 
Hussey to have sold both the)**^ house Lotts and arable lands, meadows, 
marsh, orchard, fences, priviledges & coiTions and Whatsoever Rights 
they had to any Lands in the Towne of Newbur)* for and in consideration 
of six score pounds already paid. I say they did acknowledge to have 
full power to sell it unto M' John Oliver of Newbury to remaine abide 
and continue to him and his heyrs forever June 5th 1639 as by a bill of 
sale doth appeer bearing the same date and subscribed by Mr Stephen 
Bachelour & William Wakefield.! 

Witness Edward Woodman & Richard Lowlb. 

The path from Newbury through the woods of Winna- 
cunnet to the settlement on the Piscataqua river was the 
: scene of a terrible crime. Soon after the " Bound House " 
. was built in 1636, the General Court ordered the constable 
J of Newbury, June 6, 1637, to arrest William Schooler and 
bring him to Ipswich court. William Schooler ^vas a vintner 
from London. 



^ 
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\ He lived with another fellow at Merrimack, and there being a poor 

maid at Newbury, one Mary Sholy, who had desired a guide to go with 
her to her master, who dwelt at Pascataquack, he inquired her out, and 
agreed for fifteen shillings, to conduct her thither. But, two days after, 
! he returned and, being asked why he returned so soon, he answered that 
i he had carried her within two or three miles of the place and then she 
would go no farther. Being examined for this by the magistrates, at 
Ipswich, and no proof found against him he was let ga{ * 

* The first town dcrk of WiaaacaaDtt 

t Nem-bury Froprietoci' Records, vol. L, p. 4^. 

X Winthrop't.Hbtory, voL U p. 189. 



\ 



46 iflSTORY OF NEWBURY 

Nearly six months after his release the body of Mar)' 
Sholy was found by an Indian in a thick swamp ten miles 
from the place where he said he had left her. He was again 
arrested, and arraigned on the charge of murder. He told 
many contradictory stories. " He said he went by Winicowett 
House, which he said stood on the contrary side of the way." 
He denounced his accusers, and solemnly declared his inno- 
cence ; but the " Quarter Courte," held at Boston on the 
nineteenth day df September, 1637, adjudged him guilty.* 
He was hung at Ik)ston September 28, 1637. "Yet there 
were some ministers, and others, who thought the evidence 
not sufficient to take away his life." f 

TOWN RECORDS AND TOWN OFFICERS. 

The records of the town of Newbury previous to the year 
1637 are exceedingly meagre and incomplete. Many leaves 
are missing from the first volume; and on the pages that 
remain votes and grants are recorded without order, and 
often without dates.* The day of the week or month is 
sometimes given when figures used to designate the calen- 
dar year are wanting. A careful inspection of these entries 
is necessar)' in order to determine, even approximately, when 
the recorded events took place. After the election of Edward 
Rawson as town clerk in 1638, the records are fuller and 
more comprehensive, and dates are given with more regularity 
and exactness. For many years the books containing these 
valuable and important records were neglected and shamefully 
defaced, but recently they have been repaired and rebound 
under the direction of the selectmen of Newbury. 

March 3, 1635-6, the management of local affairs in the 
various to%vns of the colony was intrusted to the freemen of 
the several towTis by the General Court. They were autho- 
rized to dispose of land and wood belonging to the town ; to 
make orders not repugnant to the laws and orders established 
by the General Court ; to impose fines and penalties, not ex- 

* ^lassachttsetu Colooy Records, rol. I., p. aoa. 
t Winthrop*t HUtoTf, voL L, p. av(>> 
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cecding twenty shillings, for disobedience of those orders; 
and to choose constables, sun-eyors of highways, and other 
officers necessary for the super\'ision of town affairs. 

John Woodbridge was undoubtedly the first town clerk of 
Newbur)' ; but there is no record of his election, and his sig- 
nature is not affixed to the votes and grants that are supposed 
to be in his handwriting. He was, however, legally elected 
to the office previous to November 30, 1636, and was super- 
seded by Edward Rawson in 1638, as appears by the follow- 
ing votes : — 

It is likewise agreed that the order made the 30th of the 9^ mo 
1C36 that John Woodbridge should bee freed from all rates and pay- 
ments while he is the towne Register, is now by his owne free consent 
repealed, the annuall stipend of i^ remaining still according to former 
order.* 

Nov. 19, 1638. It was ordered that Edward Rawson shall supply the 
place of Mr Woodbridge & be the publicke Notary and Register for 
the towne of Newbury & whilst he so remains to be allowed by the 
towne after the rate of ^£5 per annum for his paynes.* 

In order to avoid calling the freemen together on unimpor- 
tant occasions, "seven men" were chosen or selected to at- 
tend to the ordinary business affairs of the town. These 
"seven men," or selectmen, as they are now called, were 
elected quarterly, and were required to render an account of 
their service to the freemen of the town once in three 
months. "On the V^ day of the 8*^ month" [1637?] the 
seven men previously elected to manage the- affairs of the 
town made a report which was accepted and approved. 

It was likewise desired by the generall consent that the same persons, 
to witt, Edward Woodman, Jo. Woodbridge, Henry Short, Christopher 
Hussey, Richard Kent, Richard Browne, & Richard Knight, who were 
chosen by papers to perform the same service for one quarter longer & 
to labor in the case according to what ye Lord shall direct, to do ac^ 
cording to what is prescribed.* 

"The i^ of the i \^ mo" [1637 ?] the whole body of free- 
men met, and examined the accounts of the seven men ''from 
the 8**» of the 8*"* mo," and approved the same. 

* 1 wwn of fi cwbwy kmoccw, vol. L 
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f: 

Edward Woodman, Jo : Woodbridge, Hen : Short, Rich. Kent, Rich. 
Browne, WlUia"" Moody & Jo : Pike, Jun. were chosen by papers & de- 
sired to manage the towne affairs for one whole quarter & till new be 
chosen, & to do their endeavors according to what is prescribed.* 

April 6, 1638. The towne being mett together did freely consent to 
the acts made & registered the last quarter & the seven men we re dis- 
charged.* 

On the same day, M^ Rawson, M' Woodman, Jo: Woodbridge, 
Henr}' Short, Jo : Knight, Rich. Knight & Rich. Browne were chosen 
& deputed by the towne, for one whole quarter, & till new be chosen.* 

July 6, 1638. It is ordered for the present that there shall bee but 
five men deputed to the publick nianageing of the towne busynesses for 
this quarter next ensuing. 

M' Woodman, M*" Rawson, Abrah: Toppin, Rich: Browne, & John 
Knight were chosen for one whole quarter & till new bee chosen.* 

Subsequently, however, sbc and sometimes eight men were 
elected to manage the business affairs of the town ; but at a 
still later date the number was reduced to three, and the 
term of ser\'ice lengthened from three months *• to one whole 
yeere." 

The earliest records relating to constables, sur\'eyors of 
highways, and lot layers are as follows : — 

April 19, 1638. John Knight & James Browne were chosen con- 
stables for one whole yeere & till new bee chosen & Rich. Browne the 
last constable is discharged.* 

It was likewise ordered that the constables for the time being shall 
have halfe their rates abated, in consideration of their paines.* 

John Baker & Nicholas Holt were chosen surveyors of the high- 
wayes for one whole yeere & till new bee chosen & Henry Shorte is dis 
charged.* 

April 21, 1638. It is ordered that all land all ready granted shal. 
be laid out about the midst of the next mo, May, begining the 16^' 
day of the say*d mo & so continuing till it be done. And that all the? 
seven men shall goe along with the lotters for advice.* 

July 23, 1638. Henry Short & Rich. Kent were released front 
being lott layers.* 

* Town of Newbury Recoitit, toL L. 
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The lownc hath appoynted Rich. Knight & Thomas Coleman to be 
lott lavers in their roomes to lay out lands & to attend upon the same 
for any man that hath a lawful grant of land, upon 3 da)*s warning.* 

Dec. 22, 1645. Thomas Coleman having taken a farme so that he 
cannot attend to lay out lotts, John Pemberton was appointed lott layer 
in his roomc and to joyne with Richard Knight and to have four pence 
per acre and what they are not paid for the towne is to see them satisfyed 
for, the Icgall means being first used to obtayne it • 

ADMISSION OF INHABITANTS. 

In October [1637?], Richard Singlcterr)', William Palmer, 
John Moulton, William Easton, Thomas Moulton, Nicholas 
Busbec, and Abraham Toppan were received as inhabitants 
of the town of Newbury, 

Abraham Toppan being licensed by John Endicott, esq', to live in 
this jurisdiction was received into the towne of Newberry as an inhabi- 
tant thereof and hath heere promised under his hand to be subject to 
any lawful order, that shall be made by the towoe.* • 

Aim A I! AM Toppan. 

It was ordered in a lawfull meeting November the 5th [1637] that who 
soeuer is admitted into the towne of Newberr)* as an inhabitant thereof 
shall have the consent & approbation of the body of the ffreemen of the 
savd towne.* 

A written obligation, similar to the one printed above was 
signed by each person receiving the approbation of the free- 
men, and entered upon the records of the town. 

TOWN MEETINGS. 



For several years after the incorporation of the town the 
j freeholders and inhabitants were accustomed to assemble as 
J often as once in three months for the transaction of public 
I business, and every person entitled to vote was expected to be 
present at the time and place appointed. 



Februar>- 24, 1637-8. It was voted that Thomas Cromwell, Samuel 
Scullard, John Pike, Robert Pike and Nicholas Holt, are fined two 
shillings and sixpence apiece for being absent from towne meeting at 
eight o*c1ock in the morning, having due and fitt warning.^ 

•Town of Newbury Rccoids, ^. L 
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April 21, 1638. Henry Short, John Cheney, Francis Plumer, Nicho- 
las Noyes and Nicholas Holt are fined two shillings and sixpence apiece 
for being absent from the towne meeting, having lawful warning. * 

firancis Plumer & Jo : Cheney having sufficient excuse for their ab- 
sence had their fines remitted.* 

Rules were adopted, providing for the prompt and orderly 
transaction of business ; and those who neglected or violated 
these rules were liable to a fine. Every freeholder speaking 
in town meeting was required to stand up, take off his hat, 
address the moderator in respectful language, and resume his 
seat again at the close of his speech. No one, unless ex- 
cused by special vote, could leave the meeting until the busi- 
ness for which it was called together was completed and the 
meeting adjourned. 

May 5, 163S. It is ordered that John Pike shall pay two shillings and 
sixpence for departing from the meeting without lea\*e and contemptu- 
ously. • 

" Notwithstanding the fines and penalties imposed, there 
seems to have been considerable confusion at several subse- 
quent meetings, which led to the adoption of the following 
order, July 6, 1638: — 

Whereas there hath bin notice taken of much disorder in publick 
towne meeting by reason of divers speaking at one and the same time, 
some walking up and downe, some absent, and divers other miscarriages, 
it is henceforth ordered that if any person shall offend against any 
order prescribed in this case there shall be exact notice of such offence 
in this respect, and hee shall be censured accordingly.* 

April 27, 1648. At a general meeting of the freemen of the towne it 
was ordered that from henceforth from yeare to yeare the meeting for 
the choyse of towne officers shall be upon the first Monday in March 
upon publick wameing. * 



MEETINGS OF THE SELECTMEN. 

For the consideration and settlement of questions arising 
from the levying of taxes, the granting of house lots, the 

* Town of Newbury Records, vol. L 
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buflding of fences, and the appointment of keepers of sheep 
and cattle, frequijnt meetings were held by the " seven men/* 
and the votes passed or decisions agreed upon were entered 
uix)n the records and approved in the margin by a majority 
of those who were present, the minority, in matters of im- 
portance, recording their dissent. Uncertainty in regard to 
the time when and place where these meetings were to be 
held occasioned considerable inconvenience, and led to the 
adoption of the following order, December 21 [1637?], ap- 
proved by " Edward Woodman, Jo : Woodbridgc, Hen : Short, 
Richard Kent, Richard Browne, and Richard Knight": — 

For the better ordering of all towne affaires it is thought that certain 
times & places of meeting should be appoynted which may be pub- 
lickly knowne to the end that not only those to whom the charge of 
towne affairs is committed may make their constant & careful attend- 
ance but likewise that any other that hath any occasion of business with 
the towne may know where & when to make their desires knowne. 
And for the present it is agreed that there shall be a constant meeting 
kept (till further order be taken) ever)' second Thursday at Henry Short's 
house, beginning at 8 of the clock in the morning & so to be continued 
as the times & seasons shall require. And for the more orderly & con- 
siderate proceeding it was likewise ordered that what things are pro- 
posed any one meeting day shall not ordinarily be answered till the 
next meeting unless in cases of some moment or in cases that require 
speedy answer.^ 

TAXES. 

I The appropriation of money, and the assessment of taxes, 

\ frequently led to prolonged controversies relating to ques- 
t tions of law and equity. In order to secure an impartial and 

just distribution of the burdens of taxation, the inhabitants 

of Newbury voted in the month of October, 1637, "That 
J from henceforth when there is any towne rate or country 
I rate to be made that all the men that are deputed by the 
] towne to manage all other publick affairs of the towne shall 

have a hand in it." ♦ 
On the twentieth day of November following, the General 

Court passed the following order : — 

*Te«niof Ncwbuiy Records, vol. L 
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Whereas it appeareth vnto this Court that the inhabitants of the towne 
of Neweberry are indebted to diverse psons neare the sume of 6oj£, 
wch hath bene expended vpon publike & ncedfull occations for the benefit 
of all such as do or shall inhabite there, as building of houses for their 
ministn, and whereas such as are of the church there, are not able to 
beare the whole charge, & the rest of the inhabitants there do or may 
enjoy equall benefit thereof w^h them, yet they do refuse, against all 
right & justice, to contribute wti* them, it is therefore ordered, that the 
freemen of the said towne, or such of them as vpon publicke notice 
shall assemble for that end, or the greater number of them, shall raise 
the said sufiie of 6o;^, by an equall & pportionable rate of ever}* inhabi- 
tant there, haveing respect both to lands & other pcrsonall estate, as 
well of such as are absent as of those that are dwelling there psent & 
for default of payment shall have powr to levy the same by distres & 
sale thereof by such person as they shall appoint; & the same, being so 
collected, shall satisfy their said debts & if any remainder bee, the 
same to bee implied vpon other occations of the towne.* 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Newbury, 
held April 21, 1638, it was ordered 

That ever}' man within the towne shall, vpon warning given or left at 
their houses, bring in the value of their estates to Jo : Knight, constable, 
on Tuesday next by eight o*clock in the morning on the penalty of 2« 6* 
apeice for default herein, to the intent that those who make the rate may 
have cleare [ ] & ground in making the same.f 

It is likewise ordered that all accounts betwcene, & fines which are 
formerly not brought in by the constable and others shall be brought 
in to John Woodbridge & Richard Knight at Hen : Shorts house halfe 
an houre by sunn the second day of the next weeke on the several 
penaltyes formerly mentioned & imposed the 10*^ of the fifth month. \ 

May 13, 1640, the General Court levied a tax of ^1,200 
on all the towns in the colony : of this amount Newbury was 
called upon to pay ^65. "And it was ordered ; that in pay- 
ment silver plate should passe at 5* the ounce ; good ould 
Indian come, growing heare, being clean & marchantable, at 
5* the bushell ; suiTier wheate at 7* the bushell ; rye at 6 sh* 
the bushell." % " M' Rawson, M' Woodman & Goodm Haule " 
were appointed a committee to appraise the cattle, horses, 

* Mjitaaichu«ctts Colony Records, vol. i., p. ai6. fTown of Newbury Records, vol. L 
X Massadiusetts Colony Records, vol. L« p. >94. 
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hogs, and goats in Newbur)', and were ordered ** to \'alewe 
them under their worth rather than above their worth." * 

FENCES AND PASTURES. 

In order to protect the growing crops of hay and grain 
from the intrusion of horses and cattle 

It was agreed [February 24, 1636/7] that all gciierall ffenccs about 
the house lotts shall be made by the last day of March on the penalty 
of 5« for each default provided that every ones portion shall be layd out 
& bounded by stakes by men appoynted for this purpose in convenient 
timet 



It was likewise agreed that \Cm Moody, James Browne, Nic. Holt, 

ffrancis Plummcr, Na Noyse shall lay out all the generall fences in the 

towne that are to be made, as likewise tenn rod betweene man & man, 

^ for garden plotts, this to be done by the 5*^ of March on the penalty of 

5« apeice.t 

\ Octob 16, 1637 Wee whose names are heere vnderwritten have taken 

- account of the fines for defect of ffences of Richard Hrowne Jo : Knight 

& Jo: Pike and wee find it thus. That the men heere vnderwritten 

have promised vnder their hands to pay according as is sett downe for 

' defect of fences when they shall be called on for it viz : \ 



Nic. Batt 


0.10.0 


Anth. Morse 


0.10.0 


ffran. Plumer 


q.io.0 


Wm Morse 


0. 5.0 


Ja: Rawlins 


0.10.0 


Mr Hussey 


0.1 0.0 


Jo : Pike. Jun. 


0. 5.0 


Anth. Short 


0. 5.0 


Ja: Browne 


0. 5.0 


Hen Lunt 


0. 5.0 


Arch. Woodman 


0. 5.0 


Geor. Browne 


0. 5.0 


Rich Knight 


. 0. 5.0 


Rich. Browne 


0. 5.0 



Februar}' 23, 1641/2 By the Generall consent of all the ffreemen the 
stinting of the Comons was Referred to Henry Short, Mr [Edward] 
Woodman, Edward Rawson, Thomas Hale & Mr [John] Woodbridge 
according to their best judgments & discretions. % 

On the twelfth day of March they made the following 
report : — 

We whose names are heer under written being appoynted by the ffree 
men to proportion to every man his severall and particular right in all the 

* Musadiusetu Coloay ReconU. voL L, p. 294. t Town of Newbury Records, rol. L 
X Newhuiy Proprictonf Reoorda, vol. L, p. 1. 
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Towns comons according to the full power and authority committed to 
us in the behalf do order & determine as followeth : 

1 That the scverall numbers of pastures heerafter expressed shall 
lye and be perpetualy to the s<i persons to whom they are allowed as 
theyre own propper & due right and that it shall not be in the liberty 
or power of the ffrcemen to alter or take away any mans right in the 
comons according to the stint heer under because it is his propriety 
& Itiheritance, ' 

2 That no person or persons whatsoever not expressed in there 
stint hath or shall have any propriety in the Comons in p^sent or here- 
after but what he shall gett by purchase or some other way legally 
obtaine. 

3 That all the comons wthin the limcts of the Towne shall be 
equally divided vnto three scverall parts and that the same number of 
cattell that are allowed in the stint of tiie cows & oxen shall be allowed 
in the heifer comon & a third like quantity of young cattell in the 
comon above M' Kawson farme.* 

THE STINT OF THE OX & COW COMON. 



Mr Richard Dumer 


62 «< 


Joseph Carter 


4 


Mr Sewall Sem 


34,V 


Nicholas Holt 


iH 


Mr Qark 


25 X 


Mr Edward Rawson 


23 


Mr Cutting 


i6 


Mr John Woodbridge 


z(,H 


Nicholas Noyes 


4 . 


Mr John Spencer 


42 >i 


Richard Badger 


2>i 


Richard Browne 


6 


Richard Kent Jun 


12 


Stephen Dumer 


21,^ 


Stephen Kent 


iC^^" 


John Pike Jun 


4^ 


John Merrill 


'4 


Thomas Smith 


2.V 


John Kelly 


1 


Richard Bartlet 


I . 


John Poorc 


«x 


John Bartlet 


I 


John Fry 


I 


William Tilcomb 


I^ 


Abel Huse 


2K 


Nicholas Batt 


I>i 


Daniel Thirston 


«>i 


Robert Cokcr 


2X 


«0 thefferylot 


K « 


William White 


I 


John Goff 


2 


Henry Palmer 


I^ 


Thomas Browne 


2X 


William Palmer 


^% 


Gyles Abott 


I 


ffrancis Plumer 


5 


William Ilsey 


yyi 


Abraham Toppan 


4X 


Anthony Somerby 


'X 


Thomas Davis 


I 


Richard Fitts 


1 


Thomas Coleman 


»^ 


Richard LitUehale 


I 


George Browne 


I 


Archelaus Woodman 


^% 


Jno Pike Sen 


8 


Edward W^oodman 


8>i 


^ Widdow Stevens 


2^ 


•To^n 


ol Nrtftbury Proprietors* Records, vol. t, p. a. 
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Henry Lunt 
James Browne 
Percivall Lowle 
Nathaniel Wicr 
John Knight 
Joseph Peasley 
Anthony Morse 
William Morse 
Henr)* Rolfe 
Samuel Guile 
Walter Allen 
Thomas Silver 
Thomas Cromwell 
Samuel Scullard 
Richard Kent Sen 
John Emery 
Henr)- Travers 
•Thomas Dow 
William Barr 
John Osgood 
William Moody 
Nathanite Badger 
John Bond 
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^)i 


William ffrankling 




I 


II 


Lewis & Mattes 




1% 


6 


Mr Miller 


• 




i^ 


John Swett 






7 


The Towne House 




' c 


^M 


Giles Badger 




2 


2 


Edmund Greenleaf. 




A% 


^H 


Thomas Blumfield 




iM 


^H ^ 


^ M" Oliver 


- 


II 


I 


John Lowle 




6X 


I 


Anthony Short 




6^ 


I 


John Hutchins 




1 


^H 


John Cheney 




'H 


1% 


John Stephens 




iH 


3H 


Richard Knight 




SH 


^U 


Henry Short 




t4}i 


I 


Thomas Hale 




••X 


I . 


Mr James Noyes 




*4H 


1 


Mr Thomas Parker 




t3K 


4 


John Pemberton 




^H 


(>H 


to lye at the Towns appoynt 


m 


lyi 


mnt for them 


that b< 




I 


schoolmasters successively 


3 




John Woodbridge 




Thomas 


Halb 






Henry 


Short 
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Memorandum that March I2, 1641 the orders above written and the 
proportion of pasturing allowed to ever}' one as is above expressed were 
publiquely & distinctly read to the General Body of the ffreemen who 
generally by their vote did confirm the same and further w^ the consent 
of s<> persons deputed did order as folio wetb : — 

1 That whosoever shall at any time transgress this order by putting 
any of his cattell in any or either of those comons more than Is here 
mentioned as due to him or that he shall make sufficiently evident to 
have lawfully purchased or otherwise legally obtained from any which 
hath due right according as is expressed shall forfeit twenty shillings 
for e\*ery Beast that by the Hay ward of the Towne shall be found go- 
ing in any of those comons and by him to be levied on the goods 

of every such offender by the Constable for the use of the Towne. 

2 The execution of this stint is stayed till the major part of the 
freemen shall see cause to put it in use. 

3 That no man shall under any pretense or colour whatsoever re- 
ceive any cattell into the Towne or keep any mans in the Towne thst 
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hath no right in the con\on, to stock the comon so much as that the 
Towne should be forced to make use of the stint provided this relate 
not to cattell which any one shall Buy or Hyrc out of the Towne for his 
owne necessary use & imployment. 

A large tract of land was also set apart for the pasturage 
of sheep. Keepers were appointed to look after the cattle 
and sheep, and enforce the rule made and adopted for the 
stinting of the commons." 

Nicholas Batt, who came to New England in the ship 
James" from Southampton in April, 1635, was keeper of 
the herd of cows from March 16 to November 16, 1638, at 
a salary of .£18, "to be paid partly in money and partly in 
com at 4* 6** per bushel provided he is to kcepe them but one 
Lord's day & the touTie two," * and William Morse, who was 
also a passenger in the same ship, was keeper of the herd of 
sheep and goats. 

LAWS AND ORDINANXES. 

March 12, 1637-8, the General Court ordered the freemen 
of every town to make a list of laws necessary for the protec- 
tion of life and property in the colony of Massachusetts Bay, 
and send a copy of the same to the governor and council, to 
be presented to the General Court for approval or rejection, 
"as the Court shall adjudge." f 

April 6, 1638 Mr Rawson & Jo: Woodbridge were deputed by the 
towne to labour to compile a body of laws & present them to the towne 
that they may be presented to the Governmt according to order of 
Court4 

The General Court also provided, March .3, 1635-6, that 
any person building a house, without permission, in any town 
in the colony, "the inhabitants of the said towne shall have 
power to demolishe the said bowses & remove the p'sons." * 
The following order, adopted and approved August 6, 1638, 
by Edward Woodman, Edward Rawson, John Knight, and 
Richard Brown, in their official capacity as executive officers 

^ ^om-n of Newbury Record*, vol. I. ^* 

Jtf If usachuMtU Colony Records, vol. i., p. i66. olbid., vol. L, p. saa. ' 
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of the town, seems to indicate that the provisions of this law 
were partially, if not rigorously, enforced within the limits of 
Newbury: — 

It was agreed that Edward Rawson Rich. Browne & John Knight 
shall goe and, according to former agreement which the towne had 
with Thomas Cromwell, take possession of the half acker whereon he 
hath builded a cowe house without their leave.* 

March 9, 1636-7, the General Court ordered, as a precau- 
tionary measure against danger from the attacks of Indians, 
" that the military officers in every towne shall pvide that 
watches bee dewly kept in places most fit for coif^on saf etie," and 
at the same court Mr. John Spencer was appointed captain for 
the town of Newbury. f At a meeting held by the freemen 
of Newbury subsequently to the adoption of this order, the 
following vote was passed : — 

Itt is agreed and appoynted that there shall be a walk of sixteen foott 
broad on the topp of the great hill from one end to the other and a way 
to great point of fower foott broad through Stephen Kent his lott* 



It is uncertain when this walk " on the topp of the great 
hill " was decided upon, as neither the day of the month nor 
of the year is given in the record above quoted. But the 
location was well chosen, and gave to the sentinels on duty 
there a broad and extended view of the surrounding country. 
Tradition asserts that the walk ran in an easterly and westerly 
direction on the crest of the hill, while the •* fower foott " way 
' extended from the summit in a southerly direction to the 

- open field or common land, now known as the **Lx)wer 
i Green." At or about the time that these precautionary meas- 
. ures were taken and sentinels were stationed on the top of 

- Great hill, "the freeholders of Newbury, in town meeting 



assembled, " ordered that M' Woodman shall have a house lotf 
between M' Rawson's & the River Provided that if there be 
a fort built by the water side heere after tliat, then his lott 
shall give way/'* 
There was evidently an effort made at that time to build a 

*To«ni of Newbury Records, vol. L 

t Maauchiasctts Colony Records, iroL L, pp. 190^ i9i« 
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fortification of some kind on the banks of the river Parker to 
protect the approach to the settlement by water ; but the fort 
was probably never built. 

BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES. 

December lo, 1641, the General Court "ordered that 
hi every townc one shal bee appointed to grant sumons & 
attachments in all civil cases" and "to bee clarks of the 
writtes." * 

"M' Lowle" was appointed for the town of Newbury. 
June 14, 1642, the clerks of writs were ordered " to find out in 
their several towns who hath bene borne & who hath .died 
since the first founding of their townes & to record the 
same." f 

March 7, 1643/4, certificates of births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in every family in the colony were ordered to be 
brought ** to the clarks of the writtcs " from month to month 
and year to year, to be by them recorded. J 

October 27, 1647, ^^^ General Court appointed "Anthony 
Somersby to be clarke of the writs at Newberry & to record 
births, deaths & marriages in place of John Lowle de- 
ceased." § 

Apparently, no effort was made to collect and record the 
names of those who were born or who had died in Newbury 
until after the adoption of the order passed June 14, 1642, 
directing the " Clarke of the writs " to attend to that duty. 
It is therefore impossible to state with certainty whether 
Mary Brown, Joshua Woodman, or Shubael Dummer, was the 
first white child born in the town.|| 

A written statement, evidently prepared for Samuel Sewall, 
chief justice of the province of Massachusetts, now in the 
possession of the New England y istoric Genealogical Society, 
claims that Shubael Dummer is entitled to that honor. The 
statement is as follows: — 

* MauachusetU Colony Records, vol. t, p. 344. 

t Ibid., vol. ti., p. 1$. X Ibid., vol. ii., p^ 59. 

f MasMchusetts Colony Records, vol. ii., p. 19S. Joho Lowell died June 29, 1647. 
I Sec Coffin's History, pp. 19, ai ; alio " Onld Ncwbuiy," pp. sj, a97. 
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Newbukv April) ye 2J 1717 
Tlire pcrxoDS claim ye right of ye first borp in thi* T«wne, vii: — 

Joshua Woodman, Caleb Moody & y« wife of Peter Godfre, these being 

nollolK found in y* Record: it must be given to M' Shubael Dummer, 

as appears by y* following account 

A Record of y« liirtlis o( Children bom in Newbury — in >■« County 

of Kssci; in y« I'rovince of y« Massachusetts Bay in New England Ano. 

Dom: 163s — 

163s Sliubael y« son of M' Richard DuHicr born februar)- 17* 
1636 Eliial>cih Ilolt ye daughter of Nicholas Holt was bom Mar. 

JO** 




r . 



i£-^-;^..-....-^ . „. ■■ _.- -^■..■»^^jj,,mfe^^^,^,. 



THE BURYING GROUND. 

" In that parcell of land called the [meeting hoate] "greene." 

The burj'ing-ground was evidently near fhe mceting-hous^ 
on 3 lot of land " called the greene," of which twenty rods 
were resened .when the remainder was sold to Mr. John 
Emery in 1647 .f A few weather-worn and dilapidated 

*Xt> Enf bnd Couloiiial R(|iMtr, Oculxr. laSo, P- ign 

t T*m of Ncvlwiy Rccardm, Tol. i. John Emery HiM la hU •oa Jmulhu Emnjr, ApfO 9,- 
'<f1.ii«4iaUiht linilcBavcytdu>hiaib}thc towisC NtvbnrT. (Ehci t>Rdi^ Ipiinch Sctln, 
tol. i>., p. 146J Febnujy 4, i;iS^ Jouthia lilmtiT >d1iI la Willlim ud RiduM Dola ibsM 
unniRB iBd sBtJull uni if Ind, "(ucpiinf ud Rdcrrinj ih* Tvcat)r Rodi ol kBdromad 
fi«i Ruryinn pUct tonnerlf liriBC vilhb Ihc Baundi el uid TcDCinnl or Tn« «f land lor Iht 
F.nd I« «hidi il ■>• propoHd br i)>« Ton ol Ncubuj." (Ehu Dctd^ wl. Ik, p. «&) 
MiRh >i, iTit-v, Wi1li» Dol* cssnycd oot-hall thU tuai* M JoHph Iblcr- (Eun D«4l, 
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gravestones mark the place where some of the first settlers 
of Newbury were buried. 

The record of deaths and marriages previous to 1645 *s 
very imperfect. It was kept by John Lowle, clerk of the 
writs. The first death where the name and date are given in 
full is that of John Kent, son of John Kent, who " dyed ye 
7^ of February 1641." The earliest marriage recorded is 
that of "Christopher Bartlet to Mary April 17, 1645." 

Commissioners or magistrates, appointed by the General 
Court, were authorized to join persons in marriage in New- 
bury, but nowhere in the colony were ministers granted or 
allowed that privilege. ' 

June 14, 1642 Mr William Hellingham was appointed to see Mar- 
riages solemnized at Rowley & Neweberry & to keepe record thereof* 

Nov 4, 1646 The Co^'te hath granted con^ission to M^ Edw^ 
Rawson to see people joine in Marriage in Newberry dury the pleasure 
of the Cone \ 

Oct. 14, 1 65 1 In answer to the petition of the towne of Newberry 
Capt William Gerrish is hereby authorized to marry such there as shall 
be legally published.^ 

May 14, 1656 - It is ordered, by this court, that from henceforth any 
one of the three coiTiissionrs for the endinge small causes in the severall 
townes where no magistrate dwells shall be & hereby are authorized & 
empowered to solemrize Marriage betweene p*tyes legally published, 
pVided two of the s<i commission" be p*sent & all other coiiiissions in 
this case are hereby made voyd § 

Two years later the above order was modified, and the 
county courts were authorized to appoint one of the three 
commissioners for small causes in any town, and allow him 
to officiate at marriage ceremonies, even though the other 
commissioners were not present. || 

September 28, 1658 M^* Edward Woodman of Newbury allowed to 
marr}' and to take oaths in civill cases ^ 

vol. lUi., p. 58.) April 9, 17291 the land «k-as divided, and in \^^i\ the heirs of Joseph Ilsley 
deceased, conveyed to Paul Ilsley their right, title, and interest in the property. (Essex Deeds, 
vol. clvii., p. J04.) The land "surrounding the bur^'ing place" is now owned by Mrs. Joseph 
Ilsley. 

* Massachusetts Colony Records, voL H., p. 14. t Ibid., vol. fl., p. iM. 

|lbid.,¥ol. iv., pani.,p. 6s. f Ibid., vol. W., part I., p. 95}. 

I Ibid., voL hf., part I., p. laa. T Ipswidi Court Recordsi Book I., p. 60. 
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For more than twenty -five years this order continued in 
force, and appointments were annually made by the county 
courts at Ipswich and Salem. June 4, 1685, however, the 
General Court, in answer to a motion made by Richard Bart- 
lett, who was then a deputy from Newburj', appointed Mr. 
John Woodbridge " to administer oaths & joyne persons in 
marriage there who desire it being published according to 

lawe/' • 

December 24, 1690, the General Court appointed 

.... Mr. John Woodbridge and Capt Daniel Pierce of Newbury to 
join Persons together in marriage in that Town according to the Direc- 
tion of ye Laws in that behalf made.f 

Under the laws of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, 
established after the charter of the colony had been annulled, 
justices of the peace in the counties where they resided, 
and ministers in the towns where they were settled, were 
authorized to unite in marriage "any two persons legally 
published. " % 

The privilege granted to ministers was enlarged December 
I, 1 7 16; and they were allowed to oflFiciate at weddings be- 
yond the limits of the towns in which they were settled, pro- 
vided certain rules and regulations were complied with.§ 



MEETING-HOUSE. 

J The first building erected within the limits of Newbury 
: dedicated to the worship of God was probably begun soon 
i after the organization of the church in the summer of 1635, 
- but it was not wholly completed until September or October, 
1 1638. Services, however, were held in the unfinished stnict- 
J ure, and a special tax was lexned upon the freeholders of the 
I town, on or before October, 1637, for the support of public 
worship. The earliest votes and orders relating to the as- 
sessment and collection of this tax arc as follows : — 

* Masaachtttctts Colooy R«corda, vol. ▼., pi 4Jk%, 

t Mamchascm Ardihm^ vol. xxxvi., p. a6ow 

X Provioc* laws, vol. 1.. p. 61. f IbM^ vol. B., p. Gow 
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It is agreed that all the moneys, goods or chattells that shall bee 
gathered or distrained for the rate of the meeting house shall bee deliv- 
ered into the hands of Jo : Woodbridge who shall receive all & pay all 
& give up account to the towne when they call for it* 

Dec. Ii»[i637?] It is ordered that the meeting house rate shall 
bee gathered at two several & distinct payments the one presently, the 
other when the towne sees necessary use of it and requires it. * 

January i8, 1637-$ It is ordered that Richard Knight, James 
Browne, & Nicholas Holt shall gather up the first payment of the meet- 
ing house rate & the towne rate within one fourteenight on the penalty 
of O 8^ a piece." ♦ 

March 9, 1636-7, the General Court enacted a law requiring 
every able-bodied man above eighteen years of age to attend 
meeting on the Lx)rd*s Day " with their musketts, or other 
peeccs fit for service, furnished w*** match, powder, & bullets, 
x^pon paine of 12** for every default, "f This law. was re. 
pealed May 2, 1638, except the clause ** about carrying anrifes* 
to the meeting house," which was referred to the inhabitants 
of the several towns in the colony to take such action as they 
might deem advisable. In the month of June, 1638, all the 
able-bodied men of Newbury were enrolled and formed into 
four companies, under the command of John Pike, Nicholas 
Holt, John Baker, and Edmund Greenleafe. They were re- 
quired " to bring their armes compleat one Sabbath day in 
a month and the lecture day following," and " stand sentinell 
at the doores all the time of the publick meeting. " % 

At a legal meeting held September 4, 1638, the free- 
holders of the town ordered 

. . . that a rate of twenty-eight pounds shall be made speedily 
and gathered within one fourteenight for the Jinishing of the 
meeting house.* 

The towne appoynted Mr Woodman & £d : Rawson to make this 
rate. 

The towne appoynted the Constables to gather this rate. 

The towne hath appoynted Henry Short & Rich: Kent to receive 
thii rate & survey the worke.* 

* Town of NewbuiT Records, voL L 

t Mas«adiuaetts Colooy Rocords, vol. I.* p. 190. 

I Cnffia** History of Newbury, pp. a6, 97. 
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LAND GRANTS. 

For more than fifty years after the incorporation of the 
town of Newbury, all votes and orders relating to the grant- 
ing of land or the management of town affairs by the free- 
men and freeholders were recorded in a book also used by 
the "seven men" for a similar purpose. After the election 
of Henry Short as town clerk, March 20, 1685-6, the 
grants made before and after that date were copied into a 
separate volume, called the *' Proprietors' Book," which is 
still in a good state of preser\'ation. Most of the early grants 
consisted of house lots and planting lots of about four acres, 
each located in the immediate vicinity of Quascacunquen, 
now Parker river. A few large farms, however, several miles 
away from the meeting-house, were granted to men of wealth 
and influence who resided in the to\Mi. In 1635 a large 
tract of land •• at the Falls," now Byfield Parish, was laid out 
to Richard Dummer by order of the General Court ; and the 
next year the freeholders of Newbury made an allotment of 
five hundred acres in the same neighborhood to Henry 
Sewall, sr. Other grants, of considerable magnitude, re- 
corded previous to 1645, ^^ ^s follows: — 

To Mr John Cutting " a ffarme of two hundred acres be it more or 
less of upland & meadow as it is laid out in length sixteen score rods 
& in breadth fifty rods, bounded by the falls River South, the comon 
on the north, Mr Greenleaf west & Thomas Coleman on the east/' * 

To James Browne **a ffarme of one hundred and fifty acres of 
upland and meadow, be it more or less, bounded by several marked 
trees, by the cordon round.** ♦ 

The location of the last grant is somewhat uncertain. It 
was e\'idently surrounded on all sides by common, or undi- 
vided, land. In 1655, it was sold to Hugh March, and was 
then bounded, in part, by the " birchen meadow." 

There was Granted to Mr Stephen Dumer three hundred acres of 
upland & meadow at Turkey Hill, that is sixty acres of meadow joyn- 
tng to the Hill and two hundred & forty acres of upland to enjoy to 
him & his heyrs forever. f 

*Towa of Nevbory Proprietors' Records, pp. so, 39, j6w t Ibid., p. it. 
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Laid out to Thomas Browne & George Little in the behalfe of Mr 
Stephen Dumer two hundred and forty acres of upland at Turkey Hill, 
joyning to ^V Stephen Dufners meadow called by the name of Birchen 
Meadow.* 

To Richard Kent, jr., •' A ffarnie lott of one hundred acres 
of upland and meadow on an Island over the Little River 
and about it, be it more or less," and several other lots of 
upland and marsh, making in all about two hundred and 
forty-eight acres, granted Februar)' 7, 1646-7, "at a meeting 
of y' 8 men deputed to order the Towne Affairs," and de- 
scribed as follows: — 

. . . bounded w«h }*« great River on y« South & South West, wth a 
crecke [issuing] out of }•« greate River northward & y« little River on 
y« East & a crceke issuing out of ye said little River Running West- 
ward meeting y« other Creeke y* Issued out of y« greate River w**»in 
thirty Rods & so making an Ilandf 

There is a farm of 200 acres granted to Mr Edward Rawson [both] 
of up land and meadow [at] the birchen mead [ow] the whole parcell of 
meadow there to be divided into three equall portions, M^ Rawson to 
take his choice.^ 

On the twenty-second day of December, 1637 (?), the fol- 
lowing vote was adopted by the freeholders of the town : — 



It is likewise agreed that Jo: Woodbridge shall have an hundred and 
fifty acres lying to the. northward of M' Spencers farme, on the right 
hand of the ridge going to Merrimack & fifty acres of fresh & salt 
marish to be added more vnto it, in some convenient place, neere adjoyn- 
j ing, to be layd out according to the townes disposing & this instead of 
• his 200 acres formerly granted at the great hill on the south side of the 
river, to enjoy to him & bis beires for ever.{ 

This grant was subsequently laid out to Mr. Woodbridge, 
as appears from the following record : — 



One hundred and fifty acres of upland as it is laid out, be it more or 

* Propf ieton* Records, p. i9. May 10, %h^ Mr. Stephen Dummer, ihca ia Ed^ land, wrote 
" to his very loving (riciMS, Henry Short, livinf at Newbury/' instructing him to sell dit Uxm at 
birchen Meadow. (See Ipswich Deeds, vol. iU., p. ^56 (19)).) 

t Town of Newbury Records, vol. L ; also, Proprietors' Records, p. i€c 

X This grant was made February 94, 1637. For additional grants to Edward R«i 
- Ould Newbury," pp. fo, 51. 

f Town of Newbnry Records, vol L 
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less, Bounded by M' Spencers on the South, John I'ike senior and John 
Moulton on the north, the coiTion on the west and the Great Street Jo}*n- 
ing to Merrimack River on the East* 

In 1636, probably, the freeholders granted to Mr. John 
Spencer 

'/ >' ^> ... a ffarme of four hundred acres of upland & meadow, be it more or 

less, bounded by M^ Woodbridge on the north, Mr Parker on the south, 

'^^^ *^';7 the street of eight rods in breadth next Merrimack River on the east, and 
the comon on the west, and two hundred & fifty acres, be it more 
less, lying on the left hand of Merrimack Ridge in breadth of the 
breadth of that on the right hand of the rid^e, in length six Score 
Rods. 

October 20, 1637, Mr. Spencer was grahtcd a mill lot of 
fifty acres "at Newbur}- falls," and November 20, 1637^ he 
was condemned and disarmed, by order of the General Court, 
for holding erroneous religious opinions. On the eleventh 
day of December following, Edward Woodman, John Wood- 
bridge, Henry Short, Richard Kent, Richard Browne, and 
Richard Knight, having the care and management of town 
affairs, gave their assent and approval to the following 
order : — 

. . . fforasmuch as it appeared vnto us on sufiicicnt grounds & evident 
testimony that M^ John Spenser notwithstanding his intention and reso- 
lution to Hue away from us & so to deprive us of his usuall helpe & 
counsel! in managing & ordering o^ greatest & weightiest affaires 
yet did so secretly carry things that he gott a promise of the towne of 
farther enlargement wee thought fit therefore to make this publick dec- 
laration of or minds & intention in the case that wee judge according 
to our best light & understanding that he hath no right nor just claime 
to any more land but what hath been formerly layd out confirmed 
& the bounds thereof entered into the towne book, seeing that hee 
desired it in relation to the ser\-ice which he had & was likely still to 
doe for the towne & the townes promise was on such [ ] condi- 

tion which they are defeated off. The present order [ ] there- 

fore doth declare that the ground lying to the northward of Mr Spensers 
farme (the bounds whereof are already entered into the book) is at the 
townes disposing to be given to whom they see fitt & convenient! 

Subsequently this order was rescinded ; and, September 
4» 1638, Edward Woodman, Abraham Toppan, Richard 

* Proprietora* Records, p. 1 1. t Town ol Newbury Recordi, toL L 
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\ Browne, and John Knight, in behalf of the town, signed the 
following agreement : — 






It is agreed that the letters shall lay out 150 acres of upland & 
meadow to M^ Spenser on the north side of his farme lying in manner 
& order as his farme doth that is allready layd out & 1 50 acres of land 
lying next M' Spensers on the right hand of the ridge to John Wood- 
bridge, according to former order, to enjoy to them & theirs for euer.* 

A farme granted to Mr Clarke of 400 acres next to Mr Sewalls : 
The bounds of Mr Clarke his fair me begin at the mouth of Carte 
crecke thence running easterly ten score rodd abutting on the Mayne 
river toward the South & thence it runs up sixteene score rodds into the 
country upon a line north & by west to two birchen trees marked, stand- 
ing on a banke of rocks, thence it runs in a straight line westerly tenn 
score rodd to a marked tree on a mount & thence in a straight line east 
& by South to the mouth of Cart creeke againe, taking in all the 
meadow on the east side of the Pine Swamp. 
! the 23rd of the i i«fc mo. 1637. 

« Edward Woodman Henry Short 

I Richard Browne Richard Kent 

John Woodbridge Richard Knight 



I 

% Memoranda: This writing was recorded for Mr John Clarke now of 

^ Ipswich, late of Newbury, 8th day of March, 1647.! 

I The towne being desired to express themselves whether they were 

willing that Mr Bacheler & Mr Hussy should take the land at y« new 

meadow lately given to Mr Woodman & Mr Rawson upon their willing 

resignation of the same & the towne would promise them satisfaction, 

1 (he towne did generally express themselves willing to both & Hen: 

j- Short & Wm : Moody were joyned to the three of the former five to 

: manage the towne busynesse to judge & determine what shall satisfy the 

, sayd Mr Woodman & Mr Rawson for [what loss ] & the land 

henceforth to remaine as the proper right & inheritance of the sayd Mr 

[Stephen] Bacheler & Mr [Christopher] Hussey.* 

• Ttmn of Ncwbary Records, voL I. 

t Ipswich Deeds, vol. i., p. 37(126). Dr. John CUrk was an eminent physician. Hecamoto 
Newbury in 1637, removed to Ipswich in 1647, and two or three years later purchased a dwcll- 
inc-houM in Boston, where he resided until his death in the month of January, *(i64-S* At a gCB> 
cral town meeting held in Newbury, September a8, 1638, 

" It was granted that Mr Clarke in respect of his calling should be freed and exempted from 
all publick rates either for the country or the towne so long as he shall remayne with us and exer- 
cise his callmg among m." 

December 1, 1651. '* John Clarke of Boston. Chirurgeon, & Martha his wife, la coasideni- 
tion of the house they now accupy in Boston and a certain lot of land adjoining,** coavey to Mat- 
thew Chaffcy of Boston, shipwright, the farm of foor hundred acres at Cart Creeke ia Ncwbuij 
(lp»wich Deeds, vol. i., p. 99 (994), and the same day Matthew Chaff ey of Boston aad Sarah, 
l)it wife, sold the farm '* with th€ honsli^ and buildings thereoa '* to Richard Thorhy of Vi 
iMry. (Ipswich Deeds, troL L, p. too (a^y).) 
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SALISBURY. 

September 6, 1638, the General Court granted Simon 
Bradstreet and Capt. Daniel Dennison, of Ipswich, John 
Clarke and Christopher Batt, of Newbury, and others, 
liberty "to begin a plantation at Merrimack." A location 
on the north side of the Merrirtiack river was selected early 
in the spring of 1639, ^^^ house lots were laid out and 
assigned to the new settlers. Christopher Batt, John San- 
ders, Robert Pike, Thomas Macy, Richard Singletary, and 
Anthony Sadler, of Newbury, received grants of land •* in the 
first division." 

September 4, 1639, the General Court ordered that the 
" plantation beyond Merrimack shalbee called Colechester " ; * 
and October 7, 1640, the governor, with the consent of the 
Court of Assistants and House of Deputies, declared that 
" Colechester is henceforward to bee called Salsbury." f 

The new name was probably suggested by Christopher 
Batt, who came from Salisbury, England, with his wife Anne, 
and five children under ten years of age, in the ship " Bevis," 
in the month of May, 16384 

ROWLEY. 

In the spring of 1639, R^^* E^ekiel Rogers, with a com- 
pany of about twenty families from Yorkshire, England, was 
allowed to begin a new settlement between Ipswich and New- 
bury. From the records of the General Court under date of 
March 13, 1638-9, it appears that "M' Ezechi : Rogers, M' 
John Philips & their Company had granted them 8 miles 
every way into the Countrcy, where it may not trench vpon 
other plantations already setled." § 

Several farms that had been granted by the General Court 
to various individuals in Ipswich and Newbury were pur- 
chased, for the better accommodation of the new settlement, 

* Massachusetts Colony Records, vol. i., p. a;!. t Ibid., vol. i^ p. 303. 

X Drake's " Founders of New England," p. 60. 
} Massachufctts Colony Records, vol. i., p. asj. 



{ 
t 



i 



I 

I THE SETrLEAfEA\T AT PAKA'ER K/VEK 69 



3 



t 



r 
t 



by the payment of nearly eight hundred pounds ; * and the 
freemen of Newbury voted that the Rev. Ezekiel Rogers and 
his company should have undisturbed possession of all the 
common and undivided lands within certain specified limits, as 
\ follows : — 

The towne being assembled together and being desirous to manifest 
thevr earnest desires and willingness to give due incouredgmcnt unto the 
worthy gentlemen who desire to set down between us and Ipswich as to 
part with such a portion of land as cannot any way be expected from 
them, or may without endangering their present necessityes afford. 
Hoping on good grounds it may fully answer their desires and expecta- 
tions they have determined as followeth : 

By the common and general suffrages of the body of freemen, none 
excepted, there was granted to the said gentilmen all the upland and 
meadow and marish between us and Ipswich incompassed by the line 
hccr underwritten, namely : 

That their line shall begin from the head of the great Creek between 
the neck over the great river and Mr. Dummers, running due west as we 
come to the great Creek, being the bounds of John Osgoods farm, which 
issues into Mr Eastons river and above that creek all the lands south- 
ward of Mr. Eastons river, and from that river from the path leading to 
the falls to run a due west line into the country a mile, and afterwards 
to run on a north west line so as it come not within half a mile of the 
side line of Mr. Dummers farm. Likewise it comes two miles distant of 
Merrimack. Provided that if after they have entered by buildings or 
otherwise on this part of land granted to them and leave off from going 
on with a plantation or a towne between us, that then the grants above* 
said shall be void to all intents and purposes and to remaine the pro* 
prictyes and inheritances of the towne of Newbury in as ample a manner 
as before the grant hereof in all respects.! — 

September 4, 1639, ^he General Court ordered that "Mr 
Ezechi : Rogers plantation shalbee called Rowley." % 

May 13, 1640, the company was released from the pay- 
ment of taxes for two years *' because of their great losse & 
charge by purchasing of land & hindrance of planting the 
last yeare." § 

November 13, 1655, ^^e General Court, "with the consent 
of the deputy of Rowley and Capt Gerrish and M' Wood- 

* Wiathrop't Hittoiy, toL L, p. 354. 

t Proprietort' Records, pp. 7, 8 ; Cofin*s History of NewlMry, p. 99. 

% Mauadittsetu Colooy Records, rol. L, p. aji. f Ibid., vol. i., p. th^ 
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man of Newbury/* appointed a committee to consider and 
determine where the di\nsion line between the two towns 
should run. May 14, 1656, the committee agreed upon a 
line, beginning at a white oak-tree standing upon the north- 
west side of Easton's river, and thence running westerly one 
mile to a heap of stones " laid there according to the courts 
order/' and thence in a northwesterly direction to the 
Merrimack river. * 

Subsequently the General Court confirmed and established 
this division line, although an attempt was made to modify 
it, as stated in the next chapter. 

HAVERHILL 

March 13, 1640, a fKitition was presented to the General 
Court for liberty to begin another plantation on the Merri- 
mack river. In answer to this petition, the General Court 
voted that 

The desires of M' Ward & Newbury men is comitted to the Gov- 
enor, Deputy Governor, & Mr Winthrope, Senior, to consider of Pa* 
tucket & Coijchawick (now Andover) & grant it them, p'vided they re- 
turne answer w<l> in three weeks fro the 21th psent, & that they build 
there before the next Courte.f 

Pcntucket was selected as the most convenient place for 
the new settlement; and, June 2, 1641, the General Court 
passed the following order : — 

M' John Woodbridgc, Matthewe Boyse, John Crosse & George Git- 
tings they 4, or any 3 of them, are appointed to set out the bounds be- 
tween Salsbery & Pantucket, ali: Haverell. They are to determine 
the bounds w^h M^ Ward & his company are to inioy as a towne or 
village if they have 6 houses up by the next Gemall Court in the %^ 

Although the Rev. Nathaniel Ward, of Ipswich, author of 
"The Simple Cobbler of Agawam,*' was active and earnest in 
his efforts to organize a company for the settlement at Pen- 
tucket, he did not remove there ; but his son, the Rev. John 

* Matkachukctu Colony Records, vol. Iv., part i^ pp. 149, 26J. f Ibid., toI. L, p. 
|Ibid.,Tol. I.,p.3i9. 
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Ward, who was born in Haverhill, Essex county, England, 
was evidently one of the most zealous supporters of the en- 
terprise, and ultimately became prominent as pastor of the 
first church in the town, named •• Haverhill," in honor of his 
birthplace. Among the men who were associated with the 
Rev. Mr. Ward in organizing the new settlement were William 
White, Samuel Gile, James Davis, Henry Palmer, John Rob- 
inson, Christopher Hussey, John Williams, and Richard Little- 
hale, of Newbury.* Tristram Coffin also resided there for 
several years, and his name appears as witness to a deed, 
dated November 1$, 1642, conveying to the inhabitants of 
the town all the land within its limits belonging to the Indian 
chieftains Passaquo and Saggattew. Mr. Coffin was licensed. 
May 26, 1647, to keep an ordinary, and also to keep a ferry 
over Merrimack river in connection with Mr. George Carr. 
He probably removed to Newbury about the time his license 
was granted by the General Court. 

rUBLIC HOUSES. 

March 4, 1634-5 the General Court ordered 

. . . that noe pson whatsoeuer shall keepe a coiiion victualing howse, 
without licence from the Court, vnder tlie penalty of XX* a weeke.t 



September 3, 1635, Francis Plumer, who came 'to New- 
bury soon after the incorporation of the town, was licensed 

I "to keep an ordinary"; June 6, 1637, John -Knight, of 
" Newebery," was granted liberty "to keepe an ordinary and 

J give intertainment to such as neede"; and, May 22, 1639, 
" Edmond Greeril}i of Newberry " was permitted " to keepe 
a house of intertainment." 

In order to provide for the accommodation of strangers on 
special occasions, the law relating to the keeping of ordinaries 
was modified November 5, 1639^ ^^ follows: — 

In regard of the greate inconvenience that is found for want of fit 
places of intertainment of people vpon occasion of great assemblies, & 
arrivall of ships wth passengers, it is declared, that vpon such occasions, 

* Coffin's History of XewlMiy, p. jj. f Massachus«tts Colofty Rcoords, vol. L, p. t^ow 
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it is lawful! for any person, in any towne where such great resort of 
people shall happen to bee, to give intertaincmcnt to such people & to 
affoard them lodging & dyot at reasonable rates, though they bee not 
allowed to kepe coR^on ordinaries &c.* 

May 14, 1645, the General Court ordered 

. . . yt no man shal be alowcd to keepe publicke houses of intertain m 
for strangn or travellers, nor shall any one be a coffion victualler, in- 
keeper, or keeper of a cookes shop, vintner, taverner, or public seller 
of wine, ale, beare, strong water, w«hout alowance in some Q't»^ Co^ in 
y« sheire where such do dwell, upon paine of forfeiture of 20* p week 
while they continue wtf^out >*« said licence ; nor shall any such pson as 
have publicke houses of int^tainmt & have licence, sell beare for above 
2^ an ale qrt; &c.t 

While this law was in force, Tristram Coffin, sr., peti- 
tioned the General Court for liberty to keep an ordinary, and 
also a ferry on the Newbury side of Merrimack river. His 
petition was granted May 26, 1647 > ^"^ ^^ same day the 
General Court ordered, that "henceforth all such as are to 
keepe houses of comon intertainm* & to retaile wine, beerc 
&c" shall apply -for license to the courts of the shire in 
which they live in order that the time of the deputies may be 
devoted to matters of more importance. \ 



SALE OF WINE, BEER, AND OTHER LIQUORS. 

In 1637, the keepers of ordinaries were not allowed "to 
sell either sack or strong water," § and could make or keep 
in their houses only a mild kind of wine or beer : — 

Provided that it may bee lawfull for any such inkeeper or victualler 
to have in their houses some small quantity of strong water for their 
owne private & necessary use.| 

March 12, 1637-8, the law imjx)sing a duty on wine and 
strong water imported into the colony from beyond the sea 
was repealed ; " & it is ordered, that every town shall p'sent 

* Matsachusett* Colony Record*, vol. i., p. 279. t Ibid., vol. U., p. 100. 

X Ibid., vol. ii., pp. 18S, 194. For additional particulars rcbting to inns and taverns, sec 
" Ould Newbury/* pp. loS, 109, 173-188, 493-507. 

i Ibid., vol. {.« p. SO). I Ibid., vol. i., p. 214. 
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a man to bee alowed to sell wine & strong w'ater made in the 
countr)- & no other strong w-ater is to be sould." ♦ 

Edward Woodman was appointed by the General Court 
agent for the sale of spirituous liquors in Newbury, and con- 
tinued to hold that office for several years. November 13, 
1644, the law was again changed, and licenses were granted 
to various individuals in the colony "to draw wine" upon the 
payment of a tax to be assessed and collected in proportion 
to the number of gallons sold.f In order to secure the en- 
forcement of this law, these taxes or license fees were 
sold to Edward Rawson for a stated sum ; and the govern- 
ment was relieved of all further trouble and expense in regard 
to them. 

The following agreement was recorded November 13, 
1644: — 

Mr Edward Rawson ha^f^ hired to farme y« rent due for wine drawn 
in )•« countrey for \ot£, io» for a yeare.J 

May 6, 1646, the General Court ordered 

. . . that Mr Rawson y« officer appointed to receive y* custome of wine 
yc last yeare, shalbe alowed one fourth part of what is due to yc country 
on that ordr, in satisfaction of his charge & expense of time expended 
on yc p*s6cuting of that order, he giving yc auditor gen^all an account 
there of y« so he may p'cure it in to defray y« country charges.§ 

In 1652, the law regulating the sale of wine and beer was 
again amended, and after that date the excise duties were 
sold for a term of five years to the highest bidder.^ 

COCHICHAWICK (ANDOVER). 

March 4, 1634-5, ^^e General Court ordered 

1 ... that the land aboute Cochichowicke shalbe reserved for an inland 

X plantacbn & that whosoever will goe to inhabite there shall have three 

I yeares imunity from all taxes, levyes, publique charges & services what- 

I soever (miliury dissipline onely excepted) John Winthrop, Rich : Bell- 

* ingham & Milton Coddington, Esq. are chosen a Coinittee to licence 

* Matuchusetu Coloay Records, ^vol. L, p. aai. t Ibid^ vol. iL, p. ta. 

\ Ibid., vol fi., p. 87. i Ibid., voL ii., p. 150. I Ibid., vol. !▼.» port 1., p. 111. 
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any that they thinke meete to inhabite there, & that it shalbe lawfull 
for noc peson to goe thither without their consent, or the Major pte of 
thcm.^ 

May 13, 164O9 the magistrates and deputies of the General 
Court voted that 

The desires of M' Ward & Newbcrr)' Men is comitted to the 
Governor, Deputy Governor & M' Winthrope, Senior, to consider of 
PS tucket & Coijchawick & to grant it them, p\*ided they returne 
answer wthin three weeks fro the 21th p*sent & that they build there 
before the nexte courte.t 

The Rev. John Woodbridge, in a letter to " Hon. John 
VVinthrop, Sen. Esq.," dated " Newberry this 22* of i mo 
1640" (March 22, 1640-1), says, 

** Some of us have desired to plant at Quichichwick & accordingly 
notwithstanding all the oppositions and discouragements that wee have 
had, having viewed the place since y* court, were intending this spring 
to have built there"; but have been prevented by the claim of the Rev. 
Ezekiel Rogers that a portion of that territory should be granted the 
town of Rowley. A number of families were ready to remove to the 
new settlement " And the reason why 1 desire your speedy advice is 
because some of o* company have sold themselves out of house and 
home & so desire to bee settled as soone as may be.^t 

Satisfactory arrangements were made during 1641 or 1642 
with the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge and his friends ; and May 10, 
1643, when the county of Essex was formed, " Cochichwicke " 
\f2& one of the towns named in the act of incorporation. § 

In October, 1645, ^^^^ K.ev. John Woodbridge was ordained 
minister of the new town. 

At a General Court held in Boston, May 6, 1646, 

Cutshamache Sagamo' of ye Massachusetts came into yc Corte & 
acknowledged y< for the sum of j£6, & a Coat which he had already re- 

* Ma&sachuMtts Colooy Records, vol. }., p. 141. t Ibid., vol. i., p. 390. 

% Maftsachusetts Historical Society Collections, Fifth Series, vol. L, p. 317. 

JThe General Court ordered, May 10. 1643, that the colony of MasMchusettt Bay should be 
divided into four shires, or counties; namely, Middlesex, Suffolk, Essex, and Norfolk. The 
foUowinx-oamed towns composed the county of Essex : — 

Salem Ipswich Glocester 

Liaa Rowley Cochichawick (Andover) 

EnoB (Weaham) Newberry 

-- Massachusetu Colony Records, vol. II., p. )8. 
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ccivcd he had sold to Mr. John Woodbridgc in behalfe of y« inhabit- 
ants of Cochichawicke now called Andover all his right, interest & 
privilege in y« land 6 miles southward from }-« towne, two miles eastward 
lo Rowley bounds be ye same more or lesse, and northward to Merri- 
mack river &€.♦ 

Among the Newbury men who accompanied the Rev. Mr. 
Wooilbridge to Cochichawicke, and settled there, were John 
Osgood, Joseph Parker, John Ste\'cns, Nicholas Holt, Benja- 
min Woodbridge, John Fr}'e, Nathan Parker, John Aslett, 
William Ballard, and John Russ, sr. ^ 

GUNPOWDER. 

June 6, 1639, the General Court authorized the importa- 
tion of a quantity of saltpetre for the purpose of aiding and 
encouraging the manufacture of gunpowder in the colony. 
It is evident, from a careful perusal of the following votes and 
orders, that arrangements had been made with Edward Raw- 
son to begin the manufacture as soon as the materials could 
be supplied. 



M»^ Peters is desired to write to Holland for £yQO worth of peter 
it 40^ worth of match, & to give order vpon the receit of the salt peter 
& match heare in good condition, to charge bylls vpon the Governo*' & 
the country doth p*mise to save the Gox'^no' harme1ess« \ 

I It was ordered, that if the salt peter come not, Mr Rawson shal bee 
considered according to such damage as hee shall sustained 



I 



NU Edward Rawson is granted 500 acres, at Pecoit, so 2is hee go 
on w«h the business of powder, if the salt peter come.§ 



Mr. Rawson brought with him to Newbury, in 1636 or 
\ 1637, a servant named Richard Crane, who was evidently 

familiar with the process of making gunpowder. A letter 
• dated Steaston, England, March 15, 1638-9, from Dorothy 
i Crane ^« To Hir very loveinge husband Richard Crane, servant 
I to M' Edward Rawson, at his house at Newberry," will be 

found among the «* Winthrop I'apers "; || and also a letter from 

* Mauachttscns Colony Records, vol. iii., p. 79. 

t Ibid., vol. L, p. as9- X IMd., vol. L, p. a6o. f Ibid., vol. I., p. a6f, 

B Mauachuictu H btorical Sodcty Collections, Fifth Series, voL L, p. 87. 
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Richard Crane to Governor Winthrop, dated May 9, 1640, 
containing the following statement : — 

My master intended to iinploy nice to make powder. I am sorr}* 
I could not have materials whereby to improve my skill for the good 
of the land.* 

Subsequently, efforts were made to procure a supply of 
saltpetre from domestic sources. June 14, 1642, an order was 
adopted by the General Court requiring every town in the 
colony to provide a suitable house for the making of salt- 
petre,! and September 27, 1642, this order was amended; 
and the selectmen of every town were required to see that 
every householder, or every two or three householders joined 
together, should provide " for the breeding of salt peeter in 
some out house for poultry, or the like," % the annual prod- 
uct to be delivered to the agents of the colony and paid for 
at a reasonable price. Mr. Edmund Greenleaf was appointed 
superintendent of the business for the town of Newbury. 

October 27, 1648 "The Cone haveing taken into their serious con- 
sid^ation the great forwardness & readiness of M^ £dw<i Rawson to ad- 
vance so hopefull a designe as the makcing of salt peter wt^in this juris- 
diction, who for that end & purpose hath disbursed certain monyes to 
his great losse & damage p*scnted to us at large in his petition deliv^ed 
into this p*sent co^te, have therefore, in consideration of the p'mises, & 
answere to his said petition, given & granted to him & his heires 500 
aC of land at Pequot, to be layd out by the appointmt of the Co^^te as 
also five pounds to be paid him out of the treasury.** § 

May 2, 1649 Mr Hdw<l Rawson haveing resigned up his 500 acres of 
land form^ly granted him in p*t of recompence of his damage sustained 
about ye salt peeter, the co»^te have thought meetc to alow him thirty 
pounds, in full satisfaction, whereof the five pound formdy granted is 
accounted a part| 

October 10^ 1666, the General Court ordered the selectmen 
of every town to take such steps as may be necessar}' to pro- 
vide the makers of gunpowder with an increased supply of 
saltpetre.^ 

* MauachuMtu Historical Society Collections, Fifih Scries, rol. L, p. >9i. 

t Massachusetts Colony Records, vol. ii«, p. 14. % ll»d.» vol. fi., p. 29. 

i Ibid., vol. tt., p. j6i. I lhid.9 vol. H., p. aSj. *. Ibid., vol. iv., part U., p. jao. 



i 



THE SETTLEMEXT A T PARKER RIVER 77 

Walter Everendcn, of Boston, stated, in a petition addressed 
•« To the Honoured Govcno', Deputy Goveno', with the 
Magcstrates & Deputies now assembled and sitting in 
lk)ston," May 28, 1672, that he desired to commence the 
manufacture of gunpowder, but had been prevented by the 
enactment of laws in lingland and Holland prohibiting the 
shipment of saltpetre to America. He therefore humbly 
request cxl **the honoured court" to order the inhabitants of 
every town in the colony to furnish their proportionate share 
of .salti>etre without further delay.* 

In the year 1675 a i)owder-mill was erected in the town of 
Dorchester. Previous to that date the materials used in the 
manufacture of powder were coarsely ground or pulverized in 
mortars made for that purpose, and afterward roughly 
cleared of impurities, and mixed without the aid of machinery. 
The importance of the new enterprise was thoroughly ap- 
preciated by the General Court ; and two watchmen were 
appointed, October 13, 1675, one from Dorchester and one 
from Milton, to guard the property and protect it from the 
danger of fire to which it was exposed. 

Walter Everden, or Everenden, was employed as manager 
or superintendent of the manufacturing department. He 
subsequently became the owner of the mill, and for nearly 
fifty years was a successful manufacturer of gunpowder.f 

ARMS AND AMMUNITION. _ 

I September 3, 1634, the General Court elected Richard 
J DuiTier, then living in Roxbury, and Nicholas Easton, of 
. Ipswich, with other freemen of the colony, "ouerseers of the 
\ powder & shott & all other amuniet>n, in the siTall plantaC^ns 
I where they lyxe. " % 

Subsequently every person capable of bearing arms was 
obliged to furnish himself with a musket, and also with 
powder and shot. 

March 13, 1638-9, the General Court ordered that 

* MauachusctU Archives, vol. lix^ p. 1x4. t History of Dorchester (1859X pfi 6o7-«ii. 
} Ma»Achii>etU Colony Record^ vol. I., p. \%%, 
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Ncweberry, Linn, Hinghain Waymoth each of them shall have one 
barrell of gunpowder, wch shalbee sould out to those that find muskets, 
at 2« the pound, \vcJ« nidney shall bee returned to the Treasurer, & for 
want thereof, the Treasurer shall levy it of the towne, &c.* 

In consequence of the warlike attitude of the Indians the 
General Court distributed, September 8, 1642, a certain 
quantity of gunpowder to every town in the colony. Hamp- 
ton, Salisbury, Newbury, and Rowley received one barrel 
each; and the record further says "that Hampton & Newc- 
berry had each of them a barrell before, \v^*» they are to alow 
for, besides the barrell w^*» is now alowed to each of them by 
this order." f 

It is evident that arms and ammunition were not abundant 
in the colony at that time, and the following orders indicate 
that the colonial authorities were careful and prudent in 
distributing them. 

Septeml>er 7, 1643 It is ordered that Ipswich, Salcm & Newberry 
shall answere for the powder or armes they have had.^ 

• 

It is ordered that the souldicrs of Ipswich, Rowley & Newberry. >vcli 
were sent to the Indians, should each man bee alowed one pound of 
powder.) 

May 29, 1644 It was ordered that the surveyor of armes shall de- 
liver to the deputies of Newberry two snaphance muskets instead of 
those wee had of them, & not of Icsse vale we. § 

May 14, 1645, ^^ several towns in the colony were 
ordered to send to the general surveyor of arms ** at Richard 
Fairbanks howse in Boston " a true report of the number of 
fire arms in their possession "w'^'in a fortnight after y* sit- 
ting of y Courtc."|| 

A barrel of powder having been delivered to Mr. Edward 
Rawson for the town of Newbury, and a portion of it having 
been used in the public service, the General Court ordered, 
May 2, 1649^ "that Kdw** Rawson should onely satisfy y* 
survey' gen'all 5;^ for y* barrell ; & the towne of Newbury & 
himselfe is hereby discharged therefrom." ^ 

* MasMchusctU Colcmy Kccords, vol. i.. p. asS* t Ibid., vol. U., p. s6. ) Ibul., vol iL, p. 46. 
I Ibid., vol. H., p. 7a. Ibid., vol. lU., p. 14. \ Ibid., vo!. iL, p. 170. 
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5 COMMISSIONERS OF SMALL CAUSES. 

Magistrates elected to the General Court were authorized, 
September 6, 1638, to hear and determine all questions 
"where the debt trespas or damage &c doth not exceed 20F" 
in the towns where they resided, "and in towns where no 
masristrate dwells, the Generall Court shall from time to time 
nominate 3 men, two whereof shall have like ix)wer to heare 
& determine all such actions vnder 20^." • 
, The same day " Xr Edward Rawson, M' John Woodbridge 

& M' Edw<* Woodman were chosen ** commissioners for the 
town of Newbury. 

June 2, 1641 for to order small causes at Newberr)*, Mr Woodman, 
Mr John Oliver & M^ John Woodbridge arc appointed.! 

: \ 

; : October 7, 1641, Mr. Edward Rawson was chosen com 

missioner in place of Mr. John Oliver; J June 14, 1642^ 
" M' Grecnlciffc is appointed instead of M' Woodman to end 
small businesses in Newcberry *' ;§ and, September 27, 1642, 
*' Mr Clarke is appointed in M' Rawsons place to end small 
causes at Newberry." || 

May 29, 1644, the General Court ordered "that M' Rich'd 
Dumer, James Browne, & Henry Short shall end small con- 
troversies at Newberry.*' ^ 

May 14, 1645 ^I' Edward Woodman, Mr John Lowle, & Richrd 
Knight are chosen to end small causes under 20* in Neweberry.** 
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FINES AND PUNISHMENTS. 

At a quarterly court held in Boston December 4, 1638, 

The towne of Neweberr}' was fined 5 sh« for want of a paire of 
stocks & time was given them till the nexte courte to make them, ft 

June 2, 1640 Neweberry, for want of towne weights & measures, 
fined 6« 8«I.JJ 

* MMudituetu Colony Records, vol. i.» p. 239. t II>U., vol. L, p. jaS. % Ibid., p. 339. 
f IMd.. vol. U., p. 14. I Ibid., vol. B.. p. aS. ^ Ibid., vol. U., p. yt. 

**lbid..vol. ii,p.9a. ttIbid.,vol. i.,p.a4S. || Ibid., vol.L, p. a97. 



\ 



8o HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

March 3, 1639, 4^ ^'"^ Flenry Seawall for his contemptuous speach 
& carriage to M^ Saltonstall was enjoyned to acknowledg his fault pub- 
likely at Ipswich court & to bee of good behavior & was enjoyned to 
appear at the next Quarter Court &c. . . . hee bound him selfe in 66j^ 
13s 4<i for his appearance & good behavior.* 

June 2, 1640 Mr Rich^d Dumer for want of weights & scales, wch 
were supplied, 5«.t 

March 2, 1640/41 M' Rich^d Dumer had his fine of 5* remitted, the 
p*sentmt being upon a mistake, as was testified. \ 

William Franklin, one of the early settlers of Newbury, 
was accused of excessive cruelty, which resulted in the death 
of a boy whom he had taken as an apprentice. He was tried 
at the Court of Assistants in April, 1644 (?), and " was found 
guilty of murder ; but some of the magistrates, doubting of the 
justice of the case, he was reprieved till the next court of as- 
sistants." § May 29^ 1644, the General Court, after further 
consideration of the case, declared : — 

Willi: Francklin is refered to the ma^t*; if they see cause hee 
may have a second triall for his life the next Quarter Cor*t.| 

The governor and magistrates having met at Salem, May 
30, 1644, were not disposed to grant the condemned man a 
second trial, and promptly sentenced him to be hanged for 
murder. 

A warrant was signed by the governor a week after, which was not 
approved by some in regard of his reprieval to the next court of assist- 
ants.^ 

JOHN EALES. BEEHIVE MAKER. 

The making of beehives was evidently not a lucrative busi- 
ness in Newbury in 1644. Flowers were growing in abun- 
dance in the woods and fields, but skill and ability in the 
management of bees was necessary in order to turn them into 
a possible source of revenue. 

Hive or honey bees were brought to America by the early 

* Ma&sachttsrttt Colony Records, vol. i., p. a86. t Ibid. , vol. I., p. 197. 

X Ibid., vol. L, p. 315. f Wiothrop*t History, vol. it., p. ^^y 

I Massachusetts Colouy Records, vol. ii., p. 71. \ Winthrop's History, vol. U., p. i>6. 



* 



THE SETTLEMEXT AT PARKER RJVER Si 

settlers of New England. They followed the pioneers of 
civilization to Ohio and Kentucky, but as late as 1797 they 
were practically unknown in the vast uninhabited territory 
lying west of the Mississippi rixer. 

The inhabitants of Newbury were evidently disposed to 
favor bee-keeping, as a new and profitable industry ; and John 
Eales was engaged to assist them in their efforts to make the 
business a financial success, as appears from the following 
petition to the General Court : — 

To the Honnored Courte now assembled. The humble petition of 
John Lowle & Edward Woodman in the name & on the behalfe of the 
Towne of Newberry. 

Humbly Sboweth 

That whereas one John Eales aged upwards of 70 years on or about 
August last came to Newberr)* to one John Davis a Renter of a farm 
there w'tH ye expectation of his doing service which the Towne was not 
acquainted with, being found unable to gett his living & going from us 
was stayed by ye constable of Ipswich. Ye Honnor'd Courte thcreup- 
pon sent him back to ye constable of Newbury to be found at the Coun- 
treyes charge untill this Courte sh'ld determine the waye to dispose of 
him. Now our humble desire is yt y« worships would be pleased to dis- 
pose of him where it may be least chargeable to y^ countreye & most 
beneficial to himself, wth what & where ye constable shall pay out yc 
worships shall Judge meete for his so long abiding with him, & your 

pcticoncrs shall pray &c 

John Lowle 

Edward Woodman * 

In answer to this petition the General Court ordered. May 
14, 1645:— ' 

. It is conceived John Eales should be placed in some convenient 

/ place where he may be implied in his trade of beehive makeing, etc. ; & 
? y« towne of Neweberry to make up what his work wanteth of defraying 
ye charge of his livelyhood.f 



1 



* MassachttsetU AfdiWes, voL L, ppw 4» s- 



t MaMachosetts Colony Records, voL iL, p. loi. May 14, 1634, "Johs Eales" was rasd*^ 
a freeman at the General Court (Massachusetts Colony Records, vol. i., p. 369). As early as 
1^40. perhaps earlier, he «as living at Fox Point, Dorchester. He had a son Samuel, hapliaod 
M-ijr J, 1640. In the note-book of Thomas Lechford, pages 418 to 424, there is a covenant or 
a:;rccmeot between " Thomas Allen of UarasUble and John Eells of I>orcbester.'* made Jaly t, 
I'M I. in regard to house and land in the county of Devon, England. ** John Ecl«s" b said t« 
have removed from Dorchester to Hinghara, and may afterwards have settled as bee-hive maker 
io Newbory. 
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REMOVAL FROM PARKER RIVER TO MERRIMACK RIVER. 

The map on the opposite page gives the bounds and limits 
of Newbury after the incorporation of Rowley in 1639, ^"^ 
the location of some of the prominent hills. The line ex- 
tending from the landing-place on Parker river to Mr. John 
Spencer's farm gives the general direction of the path or way 
that was subsequently extended, as shown by the dotted line, 
to the ferry landing on Merrimack river. The way from 
Frog pond to Watts's cellar is now State street, New- 
buryport. 

The limited supply of arable land in the vicinity of Parker 
river induced many of the inhabitants to favor a removal 
to a new location three or four miles distant. No definite 
action was taken, however, until 1642, when a board of 
commbsioners was appointed to lay out and assign to the 
freeholders of the town all the undivided land between the 
narrow winding path, or way, now known as Parker Street, or 
Low street, and the Merrimack river, extending from John 
Spencer's farm on the southeast to the mouth of the Arti- 
choke on the northwest. Many serious difficulties and com- 
plications delayed the work of the commissioners. A strong 
and vigorous minority opposed the removal of the meeting- 
house, and otherwise obstructed the organization of the new 
settlement. After a long and severe struggle the opposition 
was weakened, and conciliated by special grants and conces- [ 
sions ; and the important question that had disturbed the town \ 
for four years was definitely settled. 

The first order relating to the proposed removal of the 
inhabitants of Newbury is found in the Proprietors' Records, 
and reads as follows : — 

Gcncrall and pcrticular orders made by the men Deputed for the 
Managing; of those things that conceme the ordering of the New Towne 
from Decem*b 7*'* i642.* 

* Proprieton* Records, vol. L, fol. 44. 




/ .-) 



84 



HISTORY OF NEWBURY 



Mr Richard Dumcr 

• Mr Henry Sewall 

' Mr Edward Kawson 

• Mr John Lowle 
•Henry Short 

Thomas Cromwell 

• Nicholas Holt 

Henry Rolfe 

John Merrill 

•Thomas Hale 

Joseph Peasly 

. William Morss 
u.-John Goff 
.John Stevens 
Anthony Short 
•John Pemberton 
> John Pike Senr 
John Musselwhite 
•John Emery 
y Anthony Somerby 
Richard Bartlet 
'William Moodey 
William Franckling 
. Abraham Topan 
■ Hetiry Somerby 
Walter Allen 
Thomas Silver 
Henry Travers 
Richard Litleale 
Gyles Badger 



• Mr Thomas Parker 

• Mr James Noyes 
Mr Percival Lowle 

' Mr Stephen Dumer 
. Richard Kent Junr 
Samuel Scullard 

• Mr Edmund Grecnleaf 
.John Osgood 
•AbcU Husc 

Joseph Carter 

John Knight 
.Henr}' Lunt 
•Thomas Browne 

John Hutchens 

Daniel Thirston 

John Poer 

John Pike Junr 

Henry Palmer 

William Titcomb 

Nicholas Batt 
•Thomas Smith 

William White 

• Thomas Davis 
Wn» Elmcsley 

-Samuel Guile 
Thomas Dow 

• Archclaus Woodman 
Jo Swett 
Christopher Bartlet 



. Mr John Spencer 

. Mr John Clark 
Mr John Woodbridgc 
Mr John Cutting 
Mr James Browne 
Richard Knight 

- Richard Browne 
Mr* Oliver' 

' Stephen Kent 
•John Cheney 

Richard Badger 
'Anthony Morss 

William Thomas 

Nicholas Noyes 

Widdow Stevens) 

Nath Wicr 

Mr Woodman 

John Kelly 

John Fry 

Francis Pluiiier 

John Bartlet 

Robert Coker 

Richard FitU 

William Palmer 

Thomas Blumficld 
• Thomas Coleman 

(jeorge Browne 

Nath Badger 

John Bond 

William Berry 

- Mr Miller 
«^ Jo Russ 



It is declared and ordered hereby according to the former intentions 
of the Towne that the persons only above mentioned are acknowledged 
to be free holders by the Towne and to have proportionable Right in 
all waste lands, comons & Rivers undisposed, and such as by, from or 
under them, or any of y»n, or iheyr Heyrs, have Bought, Granted 
and Purchased from them or any of them theyr Right & title there- 
unto & none else. Provided also that no freeholder shall bring in any 
cattle of other mens or towns on the Towns common, above or beyond 
their proportions otherwise than the freemen shall permit* 

The names of the freeholders and the accompanying 
order, acknowledging their "proportionable right in all N^-aste 

* Proprkton* Records, vol. I., fol. 44. 
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land/' were evidently copied, when the Proprietors' Book was 
compiled, from records that are not now in existence. There 
IS no doubt, however, that the order, as printed, was adopted 
by the commissioners soon after their appointment ; and it is 
certain that a year or two later they placed on record the 
following statement relating to the proposed removal of the 
inhabitants from Parker river : — 

Whereas the towne of Newbur)*, well weighing the streights they 
were in for want of plough ground, remoteness of the common, scarcity 
of fencing stuffe, and the like, did in the year 1642 grant a commission 
to Mr. Thomas Parker, M' James Noycs, M' John Woodbridge, M"" 
Edward Rawson, Mr. John Cutting, Mr. John Lowie, Mr. Edward 
Woodman, and Mr. John Clark, for removing, settleing, and disposeing 
of the inhabitants to such place as might in their judgements best tend 
to theyr enlargements, exchanging theyr lands, and making such orders 
as might bee in theyr judgements for the well ordering of the town's 
occasions and, as in their commission more largely appcarcth, the said 
deputed men did order in their first meeting and appoint John Merrill, 
Richard Knight, Anthony Short and John Emery to go to all the in- 
habitants of the towne, taking a true list of all the stock of each inhabi- 
tant, and make a true valuation of all their houses, improved land, and 
fences, that thereby a just rule might be made to proportion each in- 
habitant his portion of land about the new towne, and removing of the 
inhabitants there. 

It was ordered at a meeting of the eight deputed men above men- 
tioned that each freeholder should have a house lott of foure akers. It 
was further ordered, in respect of the time for the inhabitants removeing 
from the place they now inhabit to that which is layd out and appointed 
for their new habitations, each inhabitant shall' enjoy their house lotts 
foure years from the day of the date of this commission.* 

There is nothing to indicate when this statement, with the 
accompanying orders, was entered upon the record ; but the 
freeholders of the town, at a meeting held January 10, 1643- 
4, voted *« y» eu'y house lott shall be ffoure acres," and on 
the same day ordered **y* he y* hath least land in the New 
Towne shall have 8 acres y* [except] John Swett, Tho: 
Silver, Jo : Russc." • 

The adoption of these votes and orders induced those who 
were dissatisfied to appeal to the governor and the House of 

* Town of Ntwbwy Rccwds, vol. t. 
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Deputies for protection and assistance. June ii, 1644, ^^le 
General Court ordered " (in ans' to ye pet icon of pte of y« 
inhabitants of Newberry) that noe village or towne shalbee 
erected \v***in the bounds of y* said towne vntill such time as 
y* petict)n* bee ans"^ by way of comission or otherwise." * 

What further action was taken in regard to this petition 
is unknown ; but it is certain that the place first selected 
for the new meeting-house, " upon the hill by the little pine 
swamp," was subsequently changed " at a Towne meeting of 
y* 8 men the 2^ of January 1645-6," as appears by the 
following record: — 

Wee, whose names are in y« margent expressed (J^i^^cs Noyes, Ed- 
ward Woodman, John Cutting, John Lowle, Richard Knight and Henry 
Short,) for ye settleing y* distraCcons y« yett remayne about y« setling 
and placeing ye meeting house yt all men may cheerfully goe on to im- 
prove their lands at ye new towne doe determine yt ye meeting house 
shall be placed & sett up at or before ye twentieth of October next in, 
or upon, a kiiowle of upland by Abraham Toppans barne wt^in a sixe 
or sixteen Kodd of this side of ye gate posts yt are sett up in ye high- 
way by said Abraham Toppans barne. 

Edward Rawson contradicents this order.f 

* Mas.sachusettt Cf>1ony Records, vol. Hi., p. S. 
t Town ol Newbury Records, vol. I. 
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THE SETTLEMENT AT MERRIMACK RIVER, 

1645-1685, 

ALTiiou(iH the location of the new meeting-house was defi- 
nitely fixed and settled by the vote recorded January 2, 
1645-6, a long remonstrance, signed by Edmund Greenleaf, 
Daniel Thurston, Stephen Kent, John Poore, and others, was 
presented to the General Court, denouncing the vote as ille- 
gal and unjust, and proix)sing that the church, under the 
pastoral care of Rev. Thomas Parker, should be divided, 
one of the elders to remain with the old church, the other 
to go with the new one.* 

To this petition, or remonstrance, the General Court re- 
turned the following answer, May 26, 1647 • — 

1. It is conceived meete, y^ it be declared by y« authority of this 
Cone, y« >•« cofnission granted to y« major pt of }*« towne of Newberry 
& yc p*cecdings thereupon, to be legall & warrantable. 

2. That if any errors were in )*« said cofnission &c or any dissent 
from y« same by any of y« minor p* &c yet they are all concluded fro"» 
taking any exception thereto, in regard of their acceptance of >*« recom- 
pence ord'ed for satisfaction. 

3. That y« petition's of y« minor pt have failed in not submiting to 
their owne covenant. 

4. That a lett' be written from this Cone to the two eldn & those 
brethren of yc major pS y< for peace sake they would please by tumes 
to supply }•« other p« &ct 

The petitioners, however, were dissatisfied with the deci- 
sion of the General Coiut, and did not attempt to conceal 
their vexation and disappointment. Several of them removed 
from Newbury ; and those who remained reluctantly acqui- 
esced in the removal of the meeting-house ** to a knowle of 
upland by Abraham Toppans bamc." 

* ColfiB*t Histo«7 of Kewbory, i^. 44r4^» 

t MataachttMtU Colony Records, vol. U., p. 196. 
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House lots and farm lots were laid out in the new settle- 
ment, and assigned to the freeholders of the town of New- 
bury as early as 1645. An order was adopted which, though 
somewhat vague and confusuig, gives some of the details of 
the assignment, as follows : — 

It is ordered & determined by the orderers of the Towne affairs 
that the plan of the new Towne is & shall be layd out by the lott lay" 
as y« house lotts were determined by their choice beginning from the 
farthermost on the south street thence running threw the Pine swampe 
then up the high street numbering the lotts in the south street from the 
first to Jolm Bartlett*s lott the 27th then through the west side of the 
high street to Mr Lowles y« 28^^ & so to the end of the strcete then run- 
ning thro' field streete to M»" Woodmans y« 4i*« thence to the end of 
that street to John Gicneys y« 501** then turning to the first Cross street 
the west side of John Emery 5i»« thence coming up from the River side 
on the East side of the same street to the other street the west side to 
Daniel Pearses y« 57*^ & so to the River side on y« side the streete to 
Mr Clarke, whence from ye water side up the street on the East side to 
ffrancis Plumer 66*^ as hereunder by names & figures appended.* 



Mr. Thomas Parker 33 

Mr James Noyes 32 

Mr Woodman 41 

John Knight 09 

Richard Knight 10 

John Pike Junior 55 

Arch: Woodman 42 

Jo: Pemberton 46 

Rich. Little Ale 49 

Rich. filitU 50 
Widdow Stevens 13 & 14 

John Stevens 14 

A nth: Somerby 44 

Richard Bartlett 25 

John Bartlett 27 

Wm Titcomb 24 

Nich: Batt 47 

Rob« Cokcr 53 

Tho. Dowe 23 

Rich: Badger 04 

Hen :Tra vers 01 

John Emery 51 



Daniel Pearson 
Thos: Blumfield 
Nath. Badger 
John Bond 
John Swett 
Wm Hilton 
Rob< Lewis 
Gyles Badger 
Mr Greenlefe 
Mr» Oliver 
Lt John Lowle 
Anth : Short 
Jo: Hutchins 
Mr Oarke 
Mr Rawson 
Jos : Cheney 
Wydd : Gofifc 
Tho : Browne 
Wm Elnsley 
Nich. Noyse 
Hen: Lunt 
Mr Browne 



57 

58 
26 



63 

07 

>7 
28 

08 

34 
60 

31 
30 

56 

06 

49 
18 



*ToH-n of Newbury Records, vol. L, p. a6. 
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Hen. Palmer 
Rich: Kent Sen' 
W'm Palmer 
Thomas Cromwell 
Sam: ScuUard 
Tho: Silver 
Walter Allen 
ffrancis Plumer 
Abraham Toppin 
John Musslew'c 
Thos. Hailc 
Tho: Coleman 
Wyddow Browne 
Jo : Pike Sen' 



Mr John Cutting 
M' Lowle Sen' 
Sam: Plumer 
Anth: Morse 

45 \V« Morse 
Hen Kblfe 
Dan: Thurston 

66 Able Huse 

20 Jo: Poore 
Jo: Merrill 
Abr. Merrill 

72 Jo: ffits 

19 fferr)* lott 

02 Jo: Indian 



30 
29 
6S 

54 

II 

11 

39 
39 
35 
40 
36 



61 
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The house lots were assigned to the persons above named 
in exchange for land previously granted them at Parker 
river, and many of the transfers and conveyances were 
promptly recorded by the town clerk. Some of them, how- 
ever, were forgotten or overlooked, while others* were not 
presented for approval and registration until several years 
later : * ** William Mors in consideration of his resigning up 
an house lot in the old town is granted one at the new town 
joyning to the new street " ; f Anthony Mors for the same 
consideration "is granted an house lot at the new town 
joyning Cross street " ; Joseph Peasle ** is granted an house 
lot in the new town joyning flRsh street " ; John Knight, •'an 
house lot at the new town joyning South Street " ; Samuel 
Plumer, " an house lot at the new town joyning New Street " ; 
Pcrcivell Lowle, " an house lot at the new towTi joyning Hill 
Street" ; John Cutting, "an house lot at the new to^-n joyn- 
ing Hill Street" ; Edmund Mooers, "an house lot at the new 
town joyning South Street " ; James Browne, "an house lot 
at the new town joyning Hill Street"; Henry Lunt, "an 
house lot at the new town joyning Merrimack Street " ; 
William Stevens, "an house lot at the new town joyning 
South Street"; Nicholas Noyes, "an house lot at the new 
town joyning South Street " ; Thomas Brown, " an house lot 

•" OttU KewlMiry;' p. 94. 

tTcm-a of Newbury Proprietora* Records, pp. ^^ lac!«iirt. 
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at the new town joyning Cross Street" ; Widdow GofT, "an 
house lot at the new town joyning Hill Street"; Thomas 
Smith, ''an house lot at the new town joyning Merrimack 
Street " ; John Pcmherton, " an house lot at the new town 
joyning Merrimack Street " ; John Emery, ** an house lot at 
the new town joyning Cross Street"; Henry Travers, "an 
house lot at the new town joyning South Street and Merri- 
mack Street"; Richard Badger, "an house lot at the new 
town joyning South Street " ; Thomas Dow, " an house lot 
at the new town joyning to the way by ffrogg pond " ; Gyles 
Cromlon, "an house lot at the new town joyning New Street " ; 
Samuel Scullard, " an house lot at the new town in the nine 
lots"; Anthony Somerby, "an house lot at the new town 
joyning to Merrimack Street in the nine lots"; Richard 
flRtts, "an house lot at the new town joyning to Merrimack 
Street in the nine lots" ; Richard Littlehale, "an house lot at 
the new town joyning to Merrimack Street in the nine lots " ; 
Thomas Blumfield, ** an house lot at the new town joyning to 
ffish street " ; Percivall Lowle, " four acres of land in the 
Little field " ; John Lowle, " four acres of land in the Little 
field " ; Archelaus Woodman, " an house lot joyning to Mer- 
rimack Street " ; Edward Woodman, " forty acres of land 
joyning to Merrimack Streete and the way going to the Aspen 
Swamp " ; Abraham Toppan, " four acres of land joyning to 
Hill Street"; Gyles Badger,, "four acres of land joyning to 
ffish Street " ; John Fry, " four acres of land joyning to ffish 
Street," • 

The commercial advantages of the new settlement were 
developed and strengthened in many ways. Mr. John Cut- 
ting, " shipmaster," removed from the old town to the new 
town ; Mr. Thomas Millward,f who owned a " shallop," came 

• FUh ttreet, also called " New Street ** and ' ' the way to WatU Sellar ** in the early records, U 
now State street, Newbur>'port. Cross street, afterward called "Ord>M-ay*s Lane," is now 
Market street, Newburyport. Hill street extends from Parker to Pond streets, Kcwburyport, 
and still ret;iint its old name. South street i« now Parker street, Newbury. And Merrimack 
street, also called " the country road," is now known as High street (in Ncwburj and Newbury> 
port) , beginning at Parker river and extending to the Three Roads, so called. 

t** Thomas Millward, seaman,** bought of Stephen Kent of NewburyJ Mardb i6, 1645-6, 
'* ten acres of upland as it is sittoate on Merrimack River." 

" Richard fBtu of Nswbury*' sold March a6, 1645-6^ "to Thomas Millward, mariner, five 
acres ol upland scituatc 00 Merrimack River." 
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1 10 Newbury from Cape Ann ; and Aquilla Chase, who was 

i evidently a good boatman, came from Hampton. 

I In 1646, the freeholders of Newbury granted Aquilla 

Chase four acres of land for a house lot at the new town, 
and six acres for a planting lot, " on condition that he do goe 

\ to sea and do scn'ice in the towne with a boate for four 

I years." • 

\ [.aid out to Aquilla Chnce four acres of land (or a house lott, be it 

more or less, in ihc new Towne )oyning la Henry flays land on the 
, South U'esi and the street oit the South East and the way by Merri* 
'. mack Kivcr on the North East and David Wheelers land on (he 
j WesLt 

j The building of houses in the new town and the clearing 

i of land for cultivation progressed rapidly during the summer 
j of 1646, and was continued with unabated vigor the following 

i December 10, 1646. Tlie towne being informed that M' Thomas 

■ I'arker was unwilling to act any longer in any mailers concerning the 
, new Towne & that Mr Cutting was going to sea, they were apprehensive 
^ of the weighty occasions of the towne that are likely to bee retarded, 
I did make choyse of Nicholas Noyes & William Titcomb in their roome 
, lobe added to the rest of the new towne men (or sixe weeks that so 

things may with more speed t>e dispatched. J 
i At the meeting o( the eight men December 16, [646, they made these 

; orders and grants as follows : — 

It is ordered that whatsoever land is (aine already or hereafter may 
fall into the townes hands vpon the necke ouer the great Kivcr shall per- 
petually remaine for the lownes use to be let out for defraying public 
charges. 

It is ordered that all men that hold land on the necke over the great 
River shall not sell nor lelt out the same for any time whereby it may 

Mr. Richard Doyle bI Ncwbuir loU Muik i«, i«4I-S,"la Mr. Thonia Millnrd, mlriBcr, 
An icraof optud ihii he 1»u()>l oi WUlIu Mwm» II b adliUKM MirriinKk Kivir." 
Nnbuif PropiKtin' Rccsrdi, »ol. t, p. 4). 

•" Ould N'lwbunr," pp. II, ■■). IM. 

tTowiDt KEwbuTjPrDpricioii' Rtcoida.ital. L, p.6;. Aquilli Chax wu IMnc la Hiap. 
■un. N.K., Uirehi, 164}. HcwuoMot ihc ptiiiiuicn u ihi GtBml Own who ulicd for > 
nx'diAcitiun iJ i)» liw itguUlisf (nUiurr drill ^ llu< uxib- (S« Kc« HanpiUn PtvHa* 
lial Pipm, Yol. I., p. lU.) ■ 

TIh huuic smicd iBd oRupiid bj AquQU Chan b N'cabuij wu Imicd oa tb* nanlr 
uutrlr csracr t)L Oundlcr'i luc {qn Ftdml urcct, N'twbui]ppan) ud ih* H|r I9 Mmf- 
■uk riirr, nsw WaW inwl. 

t Toa ol NrkbwT Rccodt (>6|7 ta i«v), p. 6a^ 
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bee alienated from the towne: (this last order was made on this consid- 
eration^ viz : — because the necke men have consented to ycld to the 
remoueing of the towne, and accordingly have received satisfaction at 
the new towne in land, for their land on the necke, and therefore have 
yelded up their land in the necke to the Towne). 

It is ordered that all those that do accept of any lands between the 
great River and Stephen Dufners farme shall have and hold it on this 
condition that they goe not about to divide the church, or oppose the 
first order or agreement about the moveing of the towne.* 

On the margin of the page where the above orders are re- 
corded is the following memorandum : — 

P'snt at this meeting James Noyes, Edward Woodman, John Lowle, 
Hen : Short, Rich : Knight, Nich. Noyes, Will Titcomb. These orders 
were published Decemb: iSt\ 1646. 

February 7, 1646-7, more than two hundred and fifty acres 
of upland and marsh "on y* Hand over the little River" were 
granted to Richard Kent, jr., by the selectmen, he 
having, after a long contest, consented to the removal of the 
town, 

FREEHOLDERS. 

A person entitled, by grant, purchase, or inheritance, to a 
share in the common and undivided lands of Newbury was 
called a freeholder or proprietor. Frequent mention is made 
of the sale and purchase of freehold rights in the first volume 
of the Proprietors' Records : — 

• 

John Hond acknowledges to have sold to Christopher Bartlet the 
priviledg of a ffreehold in the year 1643.! 

It was acknowledged by M^ Edward Rawson, M' Edward Woodman, 
and Richard Knight, before the three Townsmen, Feb' 20, 1649, being 
John Sanders, William Titcomb & Archelaus Woodman, that the hous 
lot that Richard Bartlet bought of M^ William Thomas, was acknowl- 
edged to have the priviledge of a freehold altho* it was not sett downe 
in the list of the ilreeholders they all acknowledged that it was forgott 
and accordingly gave me order to record it 

Witness, Anthony Somerby, Recorder.X 

*Towii of NoMbury Rtcords, i6j7 to 169a, p. 60. 

t Town of Newbury, Proprittort* Recordi» vol. i., p. 53. % Ibid., yoI. L, p. }]. 
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March i, 165 1, a committee was chosen, consisting of the 
selectmen, "three commissioners for small causes," and 
Richard Knight, to settle all claims arising from the sale or 
purchase of freehold rights. The committee reported : — 
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These persons hcer under mentioned arc acknowledged to be ffrcc- 
hoUlers and to have an interest in all coinons belonging to the Towne 
;is having lawfully purchased they^ priviledges from such as had the 
privilcdges estatcd on them by the Towne. 

Capt Gerrish hath a freehold from Mr. Rawson.* 

William Hilton from Mattox (sold to John Wright). 

James Jackman from Giles Abbots. 

John Tilletson from Nath Wycrs. 

Samuel Plumer from one of John Lowls. 

William Ilsley from William Whites. 

Hugh March from George Browns. 

Christopher Bartlet from John Bond one wch Stephen Greenleaf 
hath. 

Richard Thurlo from M' Clarks. 

John Chater from Henry Palmers. 

George Little hath John Osgoods. 

Henry Jaques from Walter Aliens. 

.M^ Woodman from John Pembertons. 

Richard Petengall from M' Thomas. 

Stephen Swet from John ffry. 

Joseph Plumer from John Kelly. 

Edmund Moers from John Stevens. 

Richard Browne from Giles Badger. * 

Edmund Moers hath Richard Brownes. 

John Wheeler was acknowledged to ha ve a priviledg, and also Danie 
Wheeler and Aquilla Chase & Nathaniel Merrill. 

Stephen Greenleaf from William ffracnkling sold now to John 
Webster. 

John Bayley from Joseph Peasly. 

John Bayley another from \V«n Ilsley. 

William Titcomb besides his owne hath M^ James Brownes. 

Richard Bartlet besides his owne hath M*" Henry Sewall Jun'. 

George Little hath the other of M' John Lowls freeholds. 

John Bartlet besides his owne hath Samuel Guiles. 

William Moody hath John Gofts. 

* " At a lesall meeting of tlic ToH-ne March 3, 1661 -a CapC. WUliam Gerrish produced a decde ci 
the purchat of Mr Rawsons farm & ffreehold in Nembury and the Tom-ne Granted the said Capt. 
f ierrith to be recorded a ffreeholder uppon the said Purchas in all the Towns Comons belonginf 
to Neisbury. per Axtnomv Somerbv, Ckrt.** 

— Newbury Propiieturif Records, voL L, p. 49. 
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Mr Scwals little farme hath for pembertons house from Mr Wood- 
mans Priviledge Amos Sttckny. 

Widdow Kcycs on Richard Badger. 

John Bishop besides the Mill Lott hath Samuel Scullards Priviledg. 

John Emer)* Jn^ hath Daniel Peirces. 

Mr. Coffin hath Mr Snellings. 

Wn» Chandler hath William Berries. 

Benjamin Kolfe from Nathaniel Badger. 

Richard Dole from Mr Greenleaf. 

Edward Richardson purchased Nathaniel Wyers ffreehold of John 
Tilletson. 

Feb. 23, 1653 James Browne from his Grandfather Mr Cuttings 
fifreehold. 

Robert Long for four acres of dividend land and four acres which he 
purchased of Capt. Gerrish, bought of the towns men the right & privi- 
lege of a freehold.* 

The towns men with the rest of the Committee above said, meeting 
Januar}' the lo^h 1652 about their coinission found that all inhabitants 
was freeholders according to towne order except those whose names are 
here under written and these also the committee according to their 
power do order that they may prirchase the privclcdge of Commonage, 
each man Conditionally; every man do either lay eight akers of divident 
land to the Comon which they may do by purchase or else pay fifty 
shillings to the townsmen to purchase such land for the towns use, and 
no other person upon any Condition whatsoever. 
John Knight Jun. William Sawyer 

Robert Longe William Morse 

Edward Richardson Robert Rogers hath purchased 

Nath. Wyres of John Tilletson 
Robert Morse Henry ffay 

Robert Adams Francis Ordway hath not of his 

owne but at present he hath one he buyes of John Bartlet 
John HaU 

Joseph Downer hath his father John Knights freehold 
William RandaU \ 

William Mitchil > hath not liberty to purchase 
William Trotter ) 

Edward Woodman hath Thomas Davis freehold 
John Knight Junr hath purchased Richard Littlehale freehold as by a 

bill of sale appears Novemb : 23.! 



I- 



Edward Rawson and Anthony Somerby in an affidavit 
dated August 18, 1654, state that Richard Bartlet, senior, of 

* Newbury Propnetore* Records, vol. i., p. 4S* t Town of Newbury Recordi, toL I. 
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Xewburj', " in consideration of a certain number of bushels of 
corne in hand paid and received & for ten bushels a year 
during his natural life," sold and conveyed to his son Richard 
Rartlet "his freehold & four acre lot at new towne, six 
acres of marsh land & five acres meadow land near the ox 
conion, & seven acres dividend land in the year 1646." 
The deed being lost, this affidavit was signed and acknowl- 
edged on the day above named, and afterwards recorded in 
the Registry of Deeds.* 



\ 

'I 

j March 3, 1661 laid out for M*" Henry Sewall for the two freeholds 

I he doth enjoy, one was for his fathers and the other was M*" Edward 
i Wootlmans ten acres of Marshland being the ninth and tenth lots &€.• 
j Mr. Henry Sewall acknowledged unto me, January 3, 16S3, to have 

: given his son John Sewall his freehold Priviledg of Comon w<* he pur- 
chased of Mr. Woodman. Anthony Somerrv 

CUr for TCeiubury,^ 

I The same day M^ Henry Sewall acknowledged to have given his 

son Stephen Sewall the freehold of Comon which was granted to his 
father, Henr}* Sewall deceased. f 



David Wheeler, of Rowley, planter, for twenty-eight pounds 
sold to Caleb Moody of Newbury, maltster, all his common 
right or freehold belonging to the house lot " lying near to 
Watts his seller in Newbury," conditionally, upon the pay- 
I ment of fourteen pounds to the said Caleb Moody before 
April I, 1675. The bill of sale, dated February 13, 1672, 
to be void and of no effect, if the said fourteen pounds is 
paid. X ~~ 

FREEMEN. 

The charter granted *• The Governor and Company of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England" in 1629 provided for 
the organization of the company and the orderly management 
of its affairs, '*for the imposition of lawful fines, mulcts, im- 
prisonment, or other lawful correction, according to the coiu-se 
of other Corporations § in this our realm of England," and' 

« Esses Deeds (Ipsmidi Scries) , yoI. L, p. 184 (500). 

t Town of Ke^bury Proprietors' Recon*s, p. 6^ % Ibid, toI. L 

' f The charter cvideoily conveyed the rightSf privileges, and powers granted to other oorp^ 
rations, organised and goi'emed in England, but did not expressly confer opoo the company dM 
right to transfer its govenwieat to New England, to levy taxes, organias towns, or establish 
conruof jnsticttbcrt. 
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conferred upon the governor, deputy governor, and their 
assistants power and authority to choose or appoint such 
persons " as they shall think fit " to be freemen of the com- 
pany, to aid and assist in making " laws and ordinances for 
the good and welfare of said company, . . . not contrary or 
repugnant to the laws and statutes of this our realm of 
England." 

At a meeting of the officers and freemen of the company 
held in London October 29, 1629, it was voted to transfer 
the government and control of the company to New 
England. 

The first Court of Assistants was held August 23, 1630, at 
Charlestown. The first session of the General Court was 
held October 19, 1630, at Boston. The law-making power 
was intrusted by the charter to the freemen, who were to 
meet four times each year to decide, by a majority vote, all 
questions relating to public affairs. The governor, deputy 
governor, and assistants, constituted a majority, if not all, of 
the members who were present at the first session of the 
General Court. They passed an order " for the establishing 
of the government '* limiting the power and authority of the 
freemen, and giving to the assistants the exclusive right or 
elect a governor and dcj)uty governor, " who, with the assist- 
ants, should have the power of making laws and choosing of- 
ficers to execute the same." No one was made a freeman at 
this session of the court, although one hundred and nine per- 
sons applied for admission.* 

May 18, 1631, the General Court ordered that "no man 
shalbee admitted to the frcedome of this body polliticke but 
such as are members of some of the churches within the 
lymitts of the same." f 

At this session one hundred and sixteen persons, including 
most of those who applied in October, 1630, took the oath, 
and were admitted as freemen. 

May 9, 1632, the order adopted October 19, 1630, in re- 
gard to the election of officers was modified and made accept- 
able to the people by an agreement that the governor and 

* MauachuMtts Colony Records, vol. L, pp. 79, 80. t Ibid., vol. L, p. 87. 
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deputy governor should, after that date, be chosen by the 
■ freemen, and not by the assistants.* 

5 May 14, 1634, it was voted that "none but the General 

j Court hath power to chuse and admitt ffreenien *' ; f and Sep- 
tember 3, 1635, ^ questions relating to the admission of in- 
habitants, or to the granting and laying out of house lots in 
towns, were, by order of the General Court, referred to the 
freemen of the several towns for settlement. J 

March 3, 1635-6, the General Court ordered ''that noe 
p'soni being a member of any churche which shall hereafter 
be gathered without the approbation of the Magistrates & 
the greater p te of the said churches, shalbe admitted to the 
ffrcedom of this coiTionwealthe." § 

After March 9, 1636-7, every military officer or civilian 
holding a position of honor or trust was compelled to take 
the oath of a freeman ; '* for it is the intent and order of the 
court that no person shall henceforth be chosen to any office 
J in the Commonwealth but such as is a freeman." || • 
? In answer to a petition presented by the inhabitants of the 

county of Middlesex, the General Court ordered. May 31, 
\ 1660^ "that no man whosoeuer shall be admitted to the free- 
dom of this body politic but such as are members of some 
i church of Christ, and in full com'nion, w*^** they declare to be 
y true intent of y* anncient lawe enacted May 18, 1631."^ 
King Charles II., in a letter to the General Court dated 
. June 28, 1662, objected to the arbitrary provisions of this 
I law. It was repealed August 3, 1664, and a new one en- 
1 acted, admitting to the freedom of the Commonwealth, by 
a majority vote of the members of the General Court, all 
Knglishmen presenting a certificate from the minister of the 
place where they dwell " that they are orthodo.x in religion 
& not vitious in theire Hues," and also a certificate from the 
selectmen that they are freeholders and pay a tax of ten 
shillings, or more, annually.* * 

Col. Richard Nicolls, Sir Robert Carr, George Cartwright, 
Esq., and Samuel Maverick, Esq., commissioners sent by the 

* MaMachttscttt Coloay Records, rol. L, p. 9s- t Ibid^ roL i., p. 117. }lt»idL, yoI. L, 
p. 161. § Ibid., vol. I., p. 16S. I Ibid., vol. i., p. 18S. ^ Ibid., vol. It., part I., p. 4M. 
** Ibid., vol. Iv., part II., p. 117. 
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king to confer with the colonial authorities in regard to 
alleged abuses in the administration of government in New 
England, endeavored to secure a modification of this law, and 
especially the tax qualification which they severely criticised 
and denounced. In a communication addressed to the Gen- 
eral Court they state their objections to the law, and say : — 

When the King shall be enformed, as the trueth is, that not one 
church member in an hundred payes so much & yt in a towne of an 
hundred inhabitants scarse three such men are to be found, wee fcare 
the King will rather finde himself deluded than satisfied by your late 
act Though you commend, to the ministj;y^& people, the record of the 
Lord for their rule, yet you did it with a provisoe that they have the 
approbation of the Court as appears in the same page ; and wee have 
great reason both to thinke & say that the King & his council & the 
church of England, vnderstands & follows the rules in Gods word as 
much as their corporation.* 

A few months before the above protest was presented by 
the commissioners the county courts were authorized, Octo- 
ber 19, 1664, to administer the freeman's oath to any person 
approved by the General Court.f After a long delay and 
a somewhat acrimonious discussion the commissioners re- 
turned to England. Tlie king was occupied with political 
troubles and dissensions at home, and for many years paid 
but little attention to colonial affairs. 

The law remained in force, notwithstanding the serious 
objections raised agamst it, until the charter of the colony 
was annulled, October 23, 1684. 

A LIST OF THE FREEMEN OF NEWBURY. 

As the residence of the freemen is not always given in the 
records, it is possible that some names that should appear in 
the following list have been overlooked. 

Name, Admitted, Mass, Cdony Records, 

, Frauncis Plumcr. May 14, 1634. Vol. i., pp. 368,369. 

. Thomas Hale. May 14, 1634. Vol. i., pp. 368,369. 

John Eales. May 14, 1634. Vol. L, pp. 368,369. 

* Mauachiufttf Colony Records, %*ol. hr., part H., p. 9of. 
t Ibid., vol. W., part I., p. 114. 
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Christopher lIuMcy. 
. Mr John Spencer. 

• HenT>- Short*. 
I'hillip Fowler. 

■ M'Tho: Parker, 
.Ml Nicholas Kaston. 

-M' James Noise. 
John Webster.! ,■ . j? 

• Rich: Kent. 
John acrke. 

■ Kich Browne. 
. Will- Moody. 

.\|' Sicvco Satchel' 
■Will- .Mosse. 
Rich'd Knight. 

- Anthony Mosse. 
John Saunders. 

.' James llrowDe. 

Edmond Marshall. 

Henry Seawall, Junior. 
, Thomas Smythe. 
-Nicolas Holt 

Nicolas Noise. 
' Archelaus Woodman. 
-James Browae. 

John Ilartlet. 

Robert I'iVe. 

■ Thomas Coleman. 
■John Oieney. 

- Edward Rawson. 
^Danid) Peirce. y"; A 

- Abraham Tappin. 
'Henry LunL 
'Thomas Hale. 

Rich'd Singletery. 
Christopher Batte. 
Edmond Greenliffe. 
Thomas Moulion. 

■ Steven OuRer 
' John Osgood. 

John Gofte. 

- John MussellwhiL 

■ Steven Keot 
John Rimington.) 



AJmiluJ. 
May 14, 1634. 
Sept. 3, 1634. 
Sept. 3, 1634. 
Sept. 3. «''34- 
Sept. 3, 1634. 
SepL 3, 1634. 
Sept 3, 1 634. 
March 4,1634-5, 
March 4, 1634-S. 
May 6, 1635. 
May 6, 163s. 
May 6, 1635. 
May 6, 163s. 
~March 3, 1635-6. 
May 15, 1636. 
May 25, 1C36, 
May 15, 1636, 
May 35, 1636. - 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17. 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
May 17, 1637. 
March, 1637-8. 
May 2, 1638. 
May 1, 1638. 
May 1, 1638. 
Sept 7, 1638. 
Sept 7, 1638. 
March 13, 1638-9. 
March 13, 1638-9. 
March 13, 163S-9. 
May 12, 1639. 
May 12, 1639. 
May 12, 1639, 
May 21, 1639. 
Maj 12, 1639. 
May 32, 1639. 



jIAim. Colttijf RttrrJi. 
Vol i., pp. 368, 369. 
Vol. I., pp. 369, 370. 
Vol. i,pp.3fi9i370. 
Vol. i., pp. 369,370. 
VoLi., pp. 369.J70. 
Vol. i., pp. 369, 370. 
Vol. L, pp, 369, 37«. 
Vol. (., p. 370. 
Vol i., p. 370. 
Vol.!., pp. 370.371. 
Volt., pp-370.37>- 
Voll.. pp. 370,371. 
Vol 1., pp. 370,37'. 
Vol i.. p. 371. 
Vol. I. p. 371. 

Vol. i., p. 371. 
Vol i.. p. 371. 

Vol. I, p. 371. 
Vol. I, p. 573. 
Vol. I, p, 373. 
Vol i.. p. 373. 
Vol i., p. 373. 
Vol i, p. 373. 
Vol i, p. 373. 
Vol i., p. 373. 
Vol. i., p. 373. 
Vol I. p. 373. 
Vol I. p, 373. 
Vol. L. p. 373. 
Vol, L,p. 374- — 
Vol I, p. 374. 
Vol L. p, 374- 
Vol. I. p. 374. 
Vol. I. p. 374. 
V9I i.. p. 374. 
Vol i., p. 37J. 
Vol. i^ p. 37J. 
Vol I, p. 375- 
Vol, L. p. 575. 
Vol L, p. 375- 
Vol. I, p. 37J. 
Vol 1,. p. 375. 
Vol I. p. 375. 
Vol L. p. 37S. 
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Name, 

• Thomas Browne. 
John Mouiton. 

• John Qarke. 
John Koffe. 

^Anthony Sadler. 

Thomas Masie. 

John Oliver.^ 

John Saunders. 
'John Lowell. 
*Thom: Davies. 

• John Emery. 
Samu: Plunder. 
John .March. 
Richrd Knight. 
John Cooper. 

• John Stevens. 
[\ViHi: Stevens. 
'Antho: Sommersbey. 

Henry Sommersbey. 
AVilliam Berry. 
. Samu : Guil. 
.A bell Hews. 

William Gcrrish. 

Christopher Bartlet. 
John Pore. 

John Saunders. 

Tho: Milward. 

John Knight. 

Ben: Swet. 

John Chattor (Cheater?). 

William Hilton. 
John Kent 

Nath : Weare, Senior. 
Rich: Dole. 
John Emery, Jr. 
Rich: Bartlett. 
Will: Bartlett. 
Will: Cottell. 



Admitted. 

.May 22, 1639. 
.May 22, 1639. 
May 22, 1639. 
Sept 6, 1639. 
Sept. 6, 1639. 
Sept 6, 1639. 
May 13, 1640. 
.May 13, 1640. 
June 2, 1641. 
June 2, 1641. 
June 2, 1 64 1. 
June 2, 1 64 1. 
May 18, 1642. 
May 18, 1642. 
May 18, 1642. 
.May 18, 1642. 
May 1 8, 1642. 
.May 18, 1642. 
May 18, 1642. 
May 18, 1642. 
May 18, 1642. 
May 18, 1642. 

July 9, 1645. 

Sept. 29, 1646. 
March 28, 1648. 

May 22, 1650. 

Sept. 7, 1650. 
Sept. 7, 1650. 
Sept 7, 1650. 
March 25, 1651. 

May 18, 1653. 
May 3, 1654. 

March 28, 1654. 
.March 28, 1654. 
March 28, 1654. 
March 28, 1654. 
March 28, 1654. 
March 28, 1654. 



Mass, Colony Records, 
Vol. i., p. 375. 
Vol. i., p. 375. 
Vol. i., p. 375. 
Vol. i., p. 376. 
Vol. i., p. 376. 
Vol. i., p. 376. 
Vol. i., p. 376. 
Vol. i., p. 376. 
Vol. i., p. 378. 
Vol. i., p. 378. 
Vol. i., p. 378. 
Vol. i., p. 378. 
Vol. ii., p. 291. 
Vol. ii., p. 291. 
Vol. ii., p. 291. 
Vol. ii., p. 291. 
Vol. ii., p. 291. 
Vol. ii., p. 291. 
V^ol. ii., p. 291. 
Vol. ii.,p. 291. 
V^ol. ii., p. 291. 
\^ol. ii., p. 291. 

SaUm Court Records, 
Book II., leaf 174. 

I/>r:i'ich Court Recoras 
Book I., leaf 4. 
Book I., leaf 11. 

^fass. Colony Records 
Vol. iv., part I., p. 45< 

Ipnvich Court Records 
Book I., leaf 21. 
Book I., leaf 2 1 . 
Book I., leaf 21. 
Book I., leaf 23. 

Mass, Ct^ony Records. 
V6[. iv., part I., p. 46c 
Vol. i v., part I., p. 46c 

Ipm'ich Court Records 
Book I., leaf 44. 
Book I., leaf 44. 
Book I., leaf 44. 
Book I., leaf 44. 
Book I., leaf 44. 
Book I., leaf 44. 
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Tho: llluomtield. 
Tho Seers. 
Will: Chandlour. 
Jolin Unvis. 
JOM-ph Noycs. 
Joseph .Muwey, 
John Webster. 
Tho: Halt. 
Jol>n Allen. 
Si>loinon Keyes. 
Hubert Addams. 
Abraham MerrilL 

UanI: Peane. 
Shubal Dumer. 
S:imuel Moody. 
Caleb Moody. 
Wm I'eelsbury.* 
James Ordaway." 
Xath: aarke.* 
Tristram Caffin.t 
James Kent % 
J no Kent. 
Jn" llartlet, Jun. 
Jn» Wells. 
Abiel Somersby. X 
Hcnr)- Jacqui&h. t 

•WillMnPilibury, Jam 



AdmilltJ. 

March 23, 1654. 
March z%, 1634. 
March 28, 1654. 
March 28, 1657. 
March 31, ;6j7. 
March 31, 1657. 
Sept. 29, 1657. 
SepL 2S. 1658. 
.March 29, 1659. 
March 29, i6j9. 
March 27, 1C60. 
Sept 30, 1661. 

May 27, 1663. 
May 3, 1665. 
May 23, 16O6. 
May 23, 1666. 
April 29, 1 668. 
April 19, 1 668. 
April 29, 1668. 
April 29, i663. 
May 19, 1669. 
May 19, 1669. 
May 19, 1G69. 
May 19, 1669. 
May 19, 16O9. 
May 19, 1669. 



Hook )., 
Book I., 
Book 1., 
Book I., 
Book 1. 
Hook )., 
Book ).. 
Book 1. 
Book I., 
Book I., 
Book I., 
Book I 

Mai 

\o\. iv.. 



Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
\'<A. iv 
\'ol. i 
Vol. i 
\ol. i 
\-ol. i' 



CfMrt RteorJt. 

, leaf 44. 

, leaf 44. 

, leaf 44. 
leaf 44. 

, leaf 59. 

, leaf 59. 

, leaf 63. 

, leaf 69. 

, leaf 71- 
leaf 72. 

, leaf 84. 

J leaf 109. 

CVoRT RtiirJi. 

,pan [I.,p.58i. 

part II., p. 582. 

,part II., p. 581. 

.part II., p. 581. 

,part 11, p. 5S3. 
■.,part II., p. 383. 

.part 11., p. S83. 

.part II., p. 583. 
., part 1 1., p. 583. 
., part II., p. 583. 
..part II., p. 583. 
■.,part I[.,p.583 
.,part II., p. 583. 
..part II., p. 583. 



(MuMcliuHtli Anhlva, vsl. ni., p. 4S1.) 

" Wn PilabuiT look Oi* calh ii< ■ fmaiD Stpl. 
11. Wt*) 

Jiino Onlnr >u »«B bclon Ruben t^kc. 
la1kU,<d>,bookll..p.i<].) 

t •■ Te Ih* Honored Cot. Deputy Got. 
blc4 Dw If ol ApiQ iVA. 

"Wchtrcbgr certify Ihu Trirtram Coffii ; 
ind 1 tHnnthoUcI in ill mpccU qnalifitd Jl 
ll« U» dilECUth. 

"1 iodic Iht lorataid Triitnin CoAi 10 be orth«lai, lod ht 



(Ipiaich Coon Rccordi. book 

a. FtbnuiT 16, lUS-f. (Noh 

Into A Dcpatjrti la Gcotnll Cont 11 1— 
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— Uiuuhuciu AnUTn.nl. CTl.,p. (t>. 
t" Jamci Km. Abicll Saniiibr, md Hcaty Jiqnk odmincd lo b( fiRnm by ihc garni 
:oiiniD>iklli*lmaH'ialh AptU iS, ifryi alilic Ipswkh Cosit." (Book ll.,laf t^i.) 

"To At HaaiHirad CtaiX: W« ih( HlKUon al NtitbiUT Kcerdioi u b> do ;raal 



ii 



I02 HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

Name, Admitted, Mass, Colony Records, 

Benja: LowelL May 19, 1669. Vol. iv.,part II., p. 5S3. 

John Bayley.* May 19, 1669. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 583. 

Joseph Plumer.f May 1 1, 1670. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 584. 

Bcnj: Rolfe.f May 11, 1670. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 584. 

John Poorc Jun.f May 11, 1670. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 584. 

Franc: Thurlo.f May 11, 1670. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 584. 

Nicho: Battf May 11,1670. Vol. iv., part II., p. 584. 

Job Pilsbury.f May 11, 1670. Vol. i v., part II., p. 584. 

Paul White. May 31, 1 67 1 . Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 585. 

Tho: Noyes. May 31, 1671. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 585. 

Jonathan Morse. May 31, 1671. Vol. iv., part II., p. 585. 

James Smith. May 31, 167 1. Vol. iv.,part 1 1., p. 585. 

John Smith. May 31, 167 1. Vol. iv., part II., p. 585. 

John Knight, Jun. May 31, 1671. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 585. 

Mr. Joseph Gerrish. May 7, 1673. Vol. iv., part II., p. 586. 

Klisha Elsie (Ilsley?) May 7, 1673. ^^^' iv.,part II., p. 586. 

James Bayley. May 7, 1673. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 586. 

Dani : Cheny. May 7, 1673. ^'o^* iv.,part II., p. 586. 

Joseph Browne. t ^I ay 7, 1673. Vol. iv., part II., p. 586. 

Sam : Poore. May 7, 1673. Vol. iv., part II., p. 586. 

Moses Pilsbury. .May 7, 1673. Vol. iv., part II., p. 586. 

Benja: Morse. May 7, 1673. Vol. iv., part II., p. 586. 

Sam : Bartlet May 7, 1673. Vol. iv., part II., p. 586. 

John Noyes.t Jan. 9, 1673-4. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 587. 

Cutting Noyes.t Jan. 9, 1673-4. Vol. iv.,part II., p. 587. 

John Lunt.t Jan. 9, 1673-4. Vol. iv., part 1 1., p. 587. 

Abra: Adams.^ Jan. 9, 1673-4. Vol. iv., part II., p. 587. 

John Badger. t Jan. 9, 1673-4 Vol. iv., part II., p. 587. 

Joseph Gerrish.J Jan. 9, 1673-4. Vol. iv., part II., p. 587. 

Henry Jacquish, John Kelly, Benjamin Rolfe [ . . . ] being in ffuU communion with the church 
in Newbury And Orthodox in Religion, Desire to be made free " Richard Dolk. 

**6t})May*69. " Johm Kmigmt. 

" Allowed June a, 1669. '* Txistram CorriN.'* 

— Massachusetts Archives, vol. cvi., leaf 490. 

* John Bayley, Benjamin Lowell, John Wells and John Bartlet, jr., took the oath before 
Robert Pike, commissioner, October 2, 1G69. (Norfolk Deeds, book II., leaf 14].) 

** To the honored Court: John Bayley an Ancient inhabitant and member in full communioo 
with the church of Newbury desires admission to the freedom of this jurisdiction. 

" That John Bayley is as above exprest is attested by me 

" May aa, 1669.*' '* JotiPH Hills. 

— ^f assachusetts Archives, vol. cvi., leaf 489. 

t" Benjamin RofTe, John Poore, Jun, fTrances Thurlay, Nicholas Batt, Job Pilsbury ft 
Samuel (?) Plumer of Newbury being returned by the Secretary took the oath of freeman. Sept 
a7, 1670." (Ipswich CoMtX Records, book II., leaf 125.) 

} " Jno Badger, Jno Lunt, John Noyes, Cuting Noyes, Jot Gerrish, Jot Browne of NHrbury 
being admitted to the freedom this colony took the freeman* oath March ji, 1674.** (Ipswich 
Court Records, book II., leaf S40.) 
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Name. 
John Scwall. 
John Richardson. 
Sam: Saycr. 
Ben}* Morse. 

Tho: Wells. 
Joseph Morse 

Rich. Dumerjun.* 
Hen: Short.* 
Steph: Greenleaf. 
Jacob Topan.* 
Rich : Bartlet, Jun.» 
Jno: Dole. . 



Admittid. 

May 12^ 1675. 
May 12, 1675. 
May 12, 1675. 
May 12, 1675. 

Sept. 28, 1675. 
Sept 28, 1675. 

May 23, 1677. 
May 23, 1677. 
May 23, 1677. 
May 23, 1677. 
May 23, 1677. 
Oct 15, 1679. 



John Sewall. April 15, 1679. 

Charles Annis. April 1 5, 1 679. 

John Pengilta (Petlingell .>) April 15, 1679. 
Caleb Boynton. March 29, 1681. 



Daniel Lunt 
Daniel Merrill. 
\Vm. Moody. 
George March. 
Joseph Knightt 
Tymothy Noys. 
James Jackman. 
\V« Elsly.t 
Danel Merrill 
Jno Bartlet 



Feb. 7, 1682-3. 
Feb. 7, 16S2-3. 
Feb. 7, 1682-3. 
May 16, 1683. 
Feb. 13, 1683-4. 
Feb. 13, 1683-4. 
Feb. 13, 1683-4. 
Feb. 13, 1683-4. 
May 7, 1684. 
May 7« 1684. 



Mass, Colony Records, 

Vol. v., p. 536. 
Vol. v., p. 536. 
Vol. v., p. 536. 
VoL v., p. 536. 

Jps-unch Court Records. 
Book II., leaf 271. 
Book II., leaf 271. 

Mass, Colony Records, 
Vol. v., p. 537. 
Vol. v., p. 537 
V^ol. v., p. 537. 
Vol- v., p. 537. 

Vol. v., p. 537. 

Vol. v., p. 539. 

Ips\i}ich Court Records, 

Book II., leaf 340. 

Book II., leaf 340. 

Book II., leaf 340. 

Book II., leaf 362. 

Mass, Colony Records, 

Vol. v., p. 541. 

Vol. v., p. 541. 

Vol. v., p. 541. 

Vol. v., p. 542. 

Vol. v., p. 542. 

Vol. v., p. 542. 

Vol. v., p. 542. 

Vol. v., p. 542. 

VoL v., p. 542. 
Vol. v., p. 542^ 



CO.MMISSIONERS TO END SMALL CAUSES. 

• 

May 6, 1646, the General Court adopted the following 
order : " Mr. Edw^ Rawson, M' Woodman, & Hen : Shortc, 
whom Ncwbu'y have chosen to be ord'crs of their affaires, arc 
authorized to end small causes ;'*t and the next year, under 
the date of May 26, 1647, " Mr, James Browne, Mr. John 

*" Jacob Topan, Rich: Bardel Rich: Dumcr Jud and Heniy Short took th« frecmeu oath 
March 26, 1678.'* (Iptwich Coort Records, book II., kaf joo). 

f'Joieph KniKht. Wflliam Ellsly ft Joha Gnbert(?) of Nembniy belsf by the certificali 
(ro«a ye aecretary allowed to be freemen, took ye oath March 25, 1684 *' (I|Mwich Court Records 
book III., leaf aa) 

% Mauachosctu Colooy Recorda, voL U., p. ujL . 
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104 HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

Lowle, & Henry Shorte" were appointed to end small causes 
at Newbury.* 

Subsequently the county courts and Court of Assistants 
were authorized to license the commissioners for small 
causes •* w*^ clarks of y* writs." f 

April 27, 1648, •* M" James Browne, M' William Gerrish 
& William Titcombe" were chosen by the inhabitants of 
Newbury **for the ending of small causes in this town for 
this year." { 

At a general town meeting held April 19, 1649, **M' 
William Gerrish, M' Woodman, & John Pike were chosen to 
end small causes in this towne for the year ensuing." { 

May 23, 1650, "vppon the request of the towne of New- 
berry, Edward Woodman, William Gerrish & Richard Kent 
are appoynted to end small causes there according to law." § 

At the county court held in Ipswich March 25, 165 1, 
William Gerrish and John Pike, jr., appeared, and were sworn 
** commissioners to end small causes at Newberrj\" Mr. Ed- 
ward Woodman was also named commissioner, but was not 
sworn at that date. || 

March 29, 1653, " Capt. Gerrish sworn commissioner to 
end small causes in Newbury." ^ 

"March 28, 1654, Cap* Gerrish, Nicholas Noyes, and John 
Pike were sworn commissioners to end small causes in 
Newberry." ** 

"March 27, 1655, William Tittcum and Harchales Wood- 
man sworn commissioners for Newbur)'." ff 

March 25, 1656, Edward Woodman, Nicolas Noyce, and 
John Pike sworn commissioners to end small causes in 
Newbury. %% 

November 26, 1656, Capt. William Gerrish sworn commis- 
sioner, etc., for Newbury." §§ 

* MassachuMtU Colony Records, vol U., p. i«9i. 

John Lowell died June 29, 1647. "Sept. iS, 1647 John Saunders appobted to be in tht 
room uf Mr Lole to end unall causes at Newberry.** (Ipswich Court Files, vol. {., p. 10.) 

t Massachusetts Colony Records, vol. ii., p. i8tt. 

X Town of Newbury Records, voL i. 

§ Massachusetts Colony Records, vol. UL, p. km- 

I Ips«-Kh Court Records, vol. L, p. %y, \ Ibid., vol. I., p. 3a. ** Ibid., vol L, p. 44. 
ft IHid., vol. {., p. 4^ II Ibid., vol. U p. 55. 

H Salem Court Records, vol. hr., p. so. 
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March 31, 1657, Nicholas Noyseand John Pike sworn com- 
missioners for Newbur)'. ♦ 

March 27, 1659, Mr. Nicolas Noyse sworn commissioner, 
etc., for Newbury, t 

September 25, 1660, Mr. Edward Woodman, Capt Will- 
iam Gerrish, and Lieut. John Pike sworn commissioners, etc., 
1 for the year ensuing. J 

I March 26, 1 66 1, Capt. William Gerrish sworn commissioner 

J to end small causes at Newbur}'. § 

I March 25, 1662, Capt. William Gerrish and Mr. Edward 

WcxKlman and Nicolas Noyse, chosen to end small causes at 
Newbury. 

Capt. Gerrish and Nicholas Noyse sworn. || 
March 7, 1663, ** M*^ Woodman, Cap* Gerrish & Nicholas 
Noycs chosen commissioners for small causes for the year 
ensuing." ^ 

March 6, 1664-5, ^^^' [Edward] Woodman, Capt. [Will- 
iam] Gerrish, and Nicholas Noyes were chosen.** 

March 5, 1665-6, Capt. [William] Gerrish, Mr. [Joseph] 
Hills, and Nicholas Noyes chosen.** 
1 March 4, 1666-7, Capt. [William] Gerrish, Mr. [Joseph] 

i Hills, and Nicholas Noyes. chosen.** 

\ March 2, 1667-8, Capt. [William] Gerrish, Mr, [Joseph] 

Hills, and Nicholas Noyes chosen.** 
March i, 1668-9, Capt. Gerrish, Mr. Hills, and Nicholas 
] Xoyes chosen.** — 

March 7, 1669-70, Mr. Woodman, Mr. Dumer, and Will- 
iam Tit comb chosen.** 

September 19, 1670, "M' Rich: Dumer, M' Edw: Wood- 
man, & Will. Titcomb nominated as commissioners to be ap- 
ix)inted by the county court." ** 

March 6, 1670-71, Archelaus Woodman, William Titcomb^ 
and Samuel Plumer chosen commissioners for small causes, to 
be approved by the county court** 

March 4, 167 1-2, Mr. Richard Dumer, sr., Lieut Arche- 
laus Woodman, and Willi2.m Titcomb, nominated as commis- 
sioners of small causes to the county court. •• 

* Ipswich C<wft Records, vol. i., p. S9- t Ibid., vol. L» p. A I Ibid., irol. L, p. St. 

9 Ibid.. voL i., p. ^. I Ibid., Yol. L, p. lot. 
T Toi»a ol Newbury Records. ^ lfaic\ vol. i. 
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March 3, 1672-3, Capt. Gerrish, Nicholas Noyes, and 
Lieut. Woodman were nominated commissioners. ♦ 

March 2, 1673-4, Capt. Gerrish, Lieut, Woodman, and 
Nicholas Noycs were nominated commissioners.* 

March i, 1674-5, Capt. Gerrish, Lieut. Woodman, and 
Nicholas Noyes were nominated commissioners.* 

March 6, 1675-6, Capt. Gerrish, Nicholas Noyes, and 
Lieut. Archelaus Woodman were nominated commissioners.* 

March 5, 1676-7, Mr. John Woodbridg, Nicholas Noyes, 
and Daniel Peirce, jr., were nominated commissioners.* 

March 27, 1677, Mr. John Woodbridge, Nicholas Noyes, 
and Daniel Pearce, jr., are allowed to be commissioners to end 
small causes at Newbury.f 

Salem, 29: 9: 1681 This court receiving a motion of the Constable 
of Newbury for persons to be allowed for commissioners of small causes 
in that towne, the Court doth appoint Capt Daniell Pearce, Mr Nicholas 
Noyes & Sergt Tristram CofHn to be commissioners in said causes ac- 
cording to law for this year, they taking the oath appointed by the 
general court before any magistrate. X 

March 16, 1685-6, Capt. Daniell Peirce, Lieut. Stephen 
Grccnleaf, sr., and Capt. Thomas Noycs were nominated as 
commissioners for small causes. § 

SPECI.\L MAGISTRATES. 

May 19, 1669, the General Court appointed special magis- 
trates for the towns of Dover and Portsmouth, to Xxy criminal 
cases, take testimony on oath, swear constables, take acknowl- 
edgments of deeds, and officiate at marriages. The same day 
Capt. Nathaniel Saltonstall of Haverhill, Capt. Robert Pike 
of Salisbury, and Mr. Samuel Dalton of Hampton were au- 
thorized to do " w'^'in their respective townes where they Hue 
& not elsewhere, whateuer any magistrate may legally 
doe "11 

*TowQ of Ke«bory Recorda.i 
t Ipsvinch Court Records, vol. iL, p. aSy. 
t Salem Court Records, vol. • ., p. a4. 
§Town of Newbury Recorda 

I Massachusetts Colony Recr.rds, vol. hr., part I^ P> 4*4. 

I 
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« 

Twelve months later the selectmen of Newbury presented 
the following petition to the General Court, dated May 1 1, 
1670: — 

To yc Hono^e Generall Court as5;embled at Boston. 

The Humble request of the Selectmen at Newbury is that inasmuch 
as their Towne is remote from any Townc where a magistrate dwells \ 
that M^ Woodman may be Impow^d with Magisterriall powr in this 
Towne as other Townes have to the Eastward. 

JouN Bartlet. 

William Chandler. 

Edm. Morse. 

Sam. plumer. 

Caleb Moody.* 

The indorsement on this petition indicates that it failed to 
receive the approval of the General Court : " The deputies 
\ consent " ; " the magistrates consent not." 

June I, 1677, Mr. John Woodbridge, sr., was authorized 
by the General Court to take acknowledgments of deeds 
and serve as magistrate in the town of Newbury for the year 
ensuing ; and this appointment was renewed May 9, 1678, 
for one year.f 

.May 28, 1679, ^^"^^ John Woodbridge's commission as 
I magistrate for Newbury was again renewed ; and he was also 
I appointed, at the same time, one of the associate magistrates 
A for the county of Essex for the year ensuing. | 

May 26, 1680, the appointment of Mr. Woodbridge was 
again brought to the attention of the General CourtT The 
magistrates adopted the following order: — 

This court considering the remoteness of Ncwbur}* from any author- 
ity to act as a magistrate & the benefit that they, by their information, 
have found in the help they have had by M*" Jno. Woodbridge being 
invested with magistraticall authority do hereby renew his said com- 
mission. { 

The deputies declined to concur with the magistrates in 
the adoption of this order, and the office remained vacant 
during the year i68a 

* MauachusctU Archhret, rol. xvdz., p. 3761 

t MsMachuscttt Colony Records, vol. v., pp. 145 jwd ity % \\t\L^ toI. ▼., p. 8«6k 

9 MuMdiusetU ArdUvc^ vol. xxxix., leaf 65^ • 
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At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of Newbury, held 
October 19, 16S1, it was voted that the name of Mr. John 
Woodbridge should again be presented to the General Court, 
and "that the selectmen, in behalf of the town, should peti- 
tion the Court for granting him magistratical powers." * 

October 11, 1681, John Richardson, Daniel Poore, Richard 
Dummer, Trislrom Coffin, Caleb Moody, Thomas Noyes, 
Anthony* Somcrby, Francis Brown, and other inhabitants of 
the town of Newbury petitioned the General Court for the 
appointment of John Woodbridge as magistrate," to take 
depositions and acknowledgments, and also to have authority 
to reform abuses and solemnize marriages. " In consequence 
of the largeness of the town and the frequent concours of 
vessels," they consider the appointment of a special magis- 
trate necessary, and recommend '* Mr. John Woodbridge as ye 
fittest and most able person for such a work in this place." 
The magistrates voted to grant this petition, but the deputies 
" consented not." f 

In a petition dated February 15, 168 1-2, "to the court 
now sitting in Boston," Samuel Plumer, Joseph Pike, George 
March, and Moses Gcrrish, selectmen, state that the town of 
Newbury is greatly inconvenienced for want of a magistrate, 
and therefore ask that one of the three commissioners ap- 
ix)inted to end small causes in Newbury may be authorized 
to punish criminals, and do what any other magistrate may 
do.J This petition was not agreed to by the magistrates and 
deputies. 

May 16, 1683, John Woodbridge was chosen an "assist- 
ant " to the General Court, and by virtue of that office was 
invested with magisterial power.§ May 7, 1684, he was again 
chosen; and, June 4, 1685, upon motion of Richard Bartlet, 
deputy from Newbury, " Mr. John Woodbridge was author- 
ized to administer oaths and join persons in matrimony." || 

"December 24, 1690 Mr. John Woo<lbridge and Capt 
Daniel Pierce of Newbury, and each of them are impowered 

* Tom-n of Newbury Records. 

t Mauachtttetts Archives, vol. cxU., leaf jtft. } Ibid., vol. zsxis., leaf 716. 

§ MassachuKtts Colony RcconU, vol. v., p. 407. 

I Ibld.fVol. vk, p. 481. 
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to join Persons ti^ether in marriage in that Town according 
to the Direction of je I^ws in that behalf made." • 



TOWN OFFICERS. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Newbury held in April, 
1647, Abraham Toppan, Anthony Somerby, Henry Short, 
Nicholas Noycs, Richard Kent, jr., John Pike, jr., and 
Stephen Kent were chosen "to act in y* Prudential affaires of 
y' Towne for one whole yearc from yc date hereof." f 

John Pembcrton was chosen constable; and Nicholas 
Noyes, William Titcomb, and Stephen Kent were chosen way- 
wardens, or sun-eyors of the highway, 

April 27, 1648, John Pike, jr., Nicholas Noycs, and Wil- 
liam Titcomb were chosen to attend to the prudential affairs 
of the town. Archclaus Woodman was chosen constable, 
William Moody and John Bartlett, way wardens,! and William 
llsly and Robert Coker, haywards. 

The same day, " It was ordered that the meeting for the 
election of town officers should be held hereafter on the first 
Monday in March of each year." f 

-April 19, 1649^ John Saunders, William Titcomb, and 
Archelaus Woodman were chosen "to act in y* prudential 
affaires of the town according to the former commission given 
thc:n from the Towne, for this yeare ensuing." f 

Tlie same day John Bartlett was chosen constable John 
Penibctton, Henry Short, and William Ilsley, way wardens, 
and John Swett, leather searcher. 

It n-ns kIso ordered thit such men as are chosen to bee way wardens 
should have such power as the Towne can conferre upon them to im- 
pose any line, under len shillings, upon any person or persons that are 
delinquL-nt about the sen'ices of the highway, the one halfe to bee to 
the use of the way wardens & the other halfe to such as doe the work 
provided that they give sufficient waming.f 

There is no record of the election of officers nor of any 
meeting of the freemen of the town, with one or two excep- 
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tions, from the year 1649 to 1663. The pages on which the 
votes and orders were recorded for nearly fifteen years have 
probably been destroyed, by accident or design, and therefore 
a complete list of the town officers cannot be given. 

** March 7, 1663-4, there was chosen to act the prudentialls of the 
Towne for this yeare Archclaus Woodman, William Titcomb, Henry 
Jaques, Leift John Pike & John Cheny Sen'." William Chandler chosen 
constable. 

March 6, 1664-5, John Merrill, Daniel Peirce, Sen% John Knight, 
June, Samuel Plumer, & Thomas Hale, June, chosen to attend to the 
prudential affaires of the town. Samuel Moody constable. Capt. Ger- 
rish & Daniel Peirce, way wardens. 

March 5, 1665-6, John Poore, William Ilsley, Leift Pike, Robert 
Coker, and Richard Kent, Selectmen. Caleb Moody, Constable. John 
Baily, Samuel Moody, & Edward Richardson, Surveyors of Highway's. 

March 4, 1666-7, Leift Pike, William Ilsley, Abraham Tappan, Wil- 
liam Titcomb, & Archclaus Woodman, Selectmen. Thomas Hale Sen% 
William Pillsbury, & Robert Coker, Surveyors of Highways. William 
Chandler, Culler of Staves. 

March 2, 1667-S, Richard Dole, Tristram Coffin, Richard Kent, John 
Knight, Jun', & Daniel Peirce, Selectmen. Nathaniel Garke, Constable. 
John Webster, Robert Adams, John Merrill, & John Emery, Sen', Sur- 
veyors of Highways. 

March i, 1668-9, John Poore, Sen*", Richard Dole, John Knight, Tris- 
tram Coffin, & John Dartlet, Sen', Selectmen. Daniel Peirce, junior, 
Constable. 

March 7, 1669-70, John Bartlett, Sen', William Chandler, Edward 
Moores, Samuel Plumer, & Caleb Moody, Selectmen. 

May 21, 1670, Daniel Peirce, Sen', Thomas Hale, Sen', & Hugh 
March, Surveyors of Highways. "Ordered to mend only the country 
hy-ways." 

Sept. 19, 1670, Capt. Gerrish, and Daniel Peirce Senior, Surveyors 
of Highways. 

March 6, 1670-71, Mr. Richard Duffier, Steven Greenleai, Caleb 
Moody, John Emery, Junior, & Samuel Moody chosen to attend to the 
prudential affairs of the town. 

Sept 20, 1 67 1, Samuell Plunder chosen constable. 

March 4, 167 1-2, Mr. Richard Dufner, Sen', Thomas Hale, Jun', En- 
sign Greenleafe, Richard Bartlet, & John Bayly chosen to attend to the 
prudential affairs of the town. Capt. Gerrish, Mr. Peirce, & Peter 
Cheny, way wardens. 

Sept 17, 1672, Benjamin Rolfe, Constable. 

March 3, 1672-3, Samuell Plumer, Daniel Peirce, Jun', Anthony 
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Somerby. Ricliard Bartlet, Rich: Dole, cho!>en to attend to the pnidcn- 
tial aflairs. 

Aug. 29, 1673. John Daily, Constable 

March :, 1673-4, Daniel Peirce, Jun', John Emery, Jun', Samud 
Moody, Ensign Greenleafe, & Anihonj So merby chosen to attend to 
the prudeDtial affair*. 

March t8, 1673-4, John Baily, John Webster. Robert Cokcr, & 
Tliomas Hale, Senior, way wardens, "and such persons at have bin be- 
hind these two years shall attend when Capt Cerrish calls them to it 
lo nit-nd the way from the mec ling-house to the mill." 

March i, 1674-5, Anthony Somerby, Ensign Greenleafe, Daniel 
I'ierce, Jun', Robert Long, & Nicholas Xoyes chosen to attend 10 jmi- 
dential affairs. 

March 6, 1675-6, William Titcomb, Henry Jaques, flirancis Browne, 
Itcnjamin RoUe, & Peter Cheney, Selectmen. Joseph Pike, Consuble. 
Henry Jaqui-s, Thomas Hale, Sen',& JamesOrdway.Surveyorsof High- 
March ;, 1676-7, M' Thomas Noyes, Henry Jaques, Peter Cheny, 
Josi-ph llaily, & Anthony Somerby, Selectmen. Joseph Pike, Constable. 
Thomas Hale, Sen', George Little, William Sawyer, i Robert Cokcr, 
Surveyors of Highway. John Poore, Sen', Surveyor Highways on 
ye necke. Anthony Morse & Steven Swett, Sealers of Leather. 

.March 4, 1677-8, Nicholas Noyes, Anthony Somerby, Thomas 
Hale, Jun', Daniel Peirce, & Henry Short, Selectmen. Joseph Pike, 
Constable. 

March 3, 1678-9, Henry Jaques, Capt. Daniel Peirce, Peter Cheney, 
ITrancis Browne, & Anthony Somerby, Selectmen. Joseph Pike, Con- 
stable. 

March 26, 1679, Xfoses Pillsbuiy and Steven Swett, Sealers of 
Leather. 

June 18, 1679, Abraham Adams, Thomas Hale, Jun', William Pib- 
burj-, i Robert Coker, Surveyors of Highway*. 

March I, 1679-80, Mr Richard Dumer, Capt. Daniel Peirce, Tristram 
Coffin, Peter Cheoy, & Anthony Somerby, Selectmen. Joseph Pike,* 
Constable. 

March 24, 1679-So, John Emery, John Webster, Abraham Adam*, 
Thomas Hale, Jun', and John Knight, Surveyors of Highways, 

Aug. 30, 1680, Hugh March, Sen', chosen dark of the market to teal 
weights and measures, " and see that they be according to the standard." 

March 7, i6So-8t, Joseph Pike, Samuel Ptumer, George March, 
Nicholas Noyes, & Moses Gerrish chosen Selectmen. Mr. Richard 
Duffier, Tristram Coffin, & James Ordway, Way Wardens. 

* Mi. Tlwau Kajm *>i dwioi coaiublt. bat cvUnilx did am wlik >« Mm. " TW 
TtniH mud Uiu Jiwph Kkc ihoatd nn* the Tunc ibii ion hi llw dOci ri cgaitaU^ Hr. 
N^ntMii(bbBloRy(haiiiiiiA(lHH*Bi twntjitiiUiiic*." (Tooa oJ MtwbuiT lUoadO 
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March i« 1681-2, Nathaniel Clarke, John Bartlet, Sen., Francis 
Browne, Joseph Hailey, & James Ordway chosen Selectmen, 

March 13, 1682-3, M»^ Henry Short, M' Thomas Noyes, M' Richard 
Dumcr, Joseph Batly, & Capt Daniel Pcirce, Selectmen. 

*♦ Mr. Duffter, Tristram Coffin & Ensign Steven [Coffin?] appointed 
standing way wardens to see that every inhabitant do their part on the 
hye wayes." 

March 11, 1683-4, M*" Nicholas Noyes, Abraham Adams, Abraham 
Merrill, Joseph Pike, & Robert I^ng, Selectmen. 

March 10, 1684-5, Capt. Thomas Noyes, Abraham Merrill, Caleb 
Moody, Ensign Grcenleaf, John Kent, Scn% chosen Selectmen. John 
Badger, Constable. 

March 9, 1685-6, Henry Short, Serg< John Badger, Benjamin Morse, 
Serg« Joseph Little, & Scrg* Cutting Noyes were chosen Selectmen. 

March 16, 16S5-6, Joseph Ilsley and Moses Pilsber}% Constables. 

October 26, 16S6, Henrj' Jaques, Serg* John Emery and Corp. Abra- 
ham Adams, way wardens. 

April 22, 1690, the following persons were chosen Surveyors of the 
highways : ** Joseph Knight for the old Towne, Joshua Mors for the 
midle s<* Towne, John Emery, Jun*^ for ye new Towne, & Joseph Good- 
ridge for the farms." • 

SELECTMEN. 

The duties and responsibilities of the selectmen were evi- 
dently undefined and unlimited until May 21, 1669, when the 
town adopted the following rules and regulations : — 

1. The Selectmen shall have power to call the town together. 

2. To order the business for the herds and to make M>^ Parkers Rate 
of j£8o pr ann. 

3. They shall prohibit of all felling of the Towns timber for trans- 
port 

4. They shall make Rates for the necessary expenses of the Tow^nc 
& also to make the County & Countr}* Rates. 

5. To repair the meeting house, pound & stocks. 

6. To looke that all strangers that come into the Towne, that they 
may have warning to depart in due season and to serve it according to 

. law in & about the Towne. 

7. They shall do nothing else without calling the Towne together to 
have their approvaL 

8. They are to give up their accounts at the [end of the year] to the 
Towne. And also to [ ]." f 

* Town of Kcwbuiy Records. t Ibid., vol. L 
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In 1677, the sixth rule w-as amended, and the selectmen 
were instructed " To prohibit all strangers from setling in the 
TiAvne w'^out }-• Towns consent *' ; and the following additional 
rules were adopted : — 



i They shall not build any seats in the meeting house nor alter them 

{ without the Towns consent 

1 They shall prohibit any Inhabitant from takcing in any sheep, cattle, 

i or horses of the Inhabitants of other Towns to keep on the Towns 
Coinons & to make orders for that end. 

These rules, with a few unimix)rtant changes, were annually 
adopted by the inhabitants of the town for nearly twenty 
years. 



March 9, 1685-6, It was voated as an Adition to y« Selectmens In- 
structions that the Selectmen from time to time shall make up y« ac- 
counts w»»» him who was constable y« year before by the first of May, 
! annually. The constables are hereby ordered to give up they*^ accounts 
to ye Selectmen by y« s<* time accordingly.* 



Constables were made collectors of taxes April 16^ 1673. 



It was voted that hence forth there shal bee but one Rate made for 
one yearc every yeare in the month of October and the payment to bee 
I made one halfc in English graine, as wheat, barley Rye and pease good 
\ and merchantable at or before the last weeke in October & the other 
. halfe in good merchantable Indian come at or before the last week in 
J March next after every yeare under penalty of paying five shillings more 
than their Rates come to, to be levyed by the Constable if it be not 
paid, discounted, or agreed for to be paid suddenly upon that timel* 



Tn^. 



^ rules and regulations defining the duties a^d powers 
1 of the selectmen, revised and adopted by the inhabitants of 
Newbury March 14, 1726-7, read as follows: — 

1 That they keep the Towns pound in repair. 

2 That they observe the directions in y* Law relating to y« admission 
of inhabitants into Towns and that they warn out all strangers accord- 
ing to the directions in y« Law & prosecute all such as do not depart 
when so warned. 

3 That they supply the wants of y« poor. 
X That they bind out y« children of y« poor as y< Law directs. 

*Towa of Ncwbmy Racoida. 
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5 That they observe the directions in the Law relating to reputed 
drunkards, cofnon tipplers & such as mispend their time and estates in 
publick houses & prosecute such as transgress the Laws in that case. 

6 That they set to work such as live idle and disorderly lives as y« 
Law directs. 

7 That they take care of and improve the estates of such as are 
neither able to take care of or improve them themselves that they may 
be preserved for the maintainance of such persons as need may require 
as yc Law directs. 

8 That they be aiding and assisting to Tything men & other officers 
in suppressing of vice, prophancss & imorality & vigorously exert them- 
selves herein as yc Law directs. 

9 That they give not their approbation for any to renew or have a 
licence for y« keeping of publick houses but to such as arc qualified as 
y« Law directs.* 

LOT-L.\YERS. 

When the inhabitants of Newbury decided in 1645 to begin 
a new settlement on the westerly Ixink of the Merrimack river, 
they appointed lot -layers to survey and lay out all the un- 
divided land between the- farm previously granted to John 
Spencer and the mouth of the Artichoke river. These lot- 
layers and their successors were continued in office until June 
22, 1661. 

The selectmen takeing into consideration that there is no more land 
to be granted by the Towne, & that there is no need of standing Lott- 
layers they doe hereby order that they do discharge & release Richard 
Knight & William Titcomb from that service of Laying out any more 
Land from this day & henceforth until the towne sec caus. 

John £.mery, Sen. 
John Cheney, Sen. 
Abraham Toppan. 

ArCHELAUS WoODMAN.t 

Subsequently, however, it became necessary to reappoint 
the lot-layers, and Sept. 21, 1677, "Tristram Coffin was 
chosen to joyne with Richard Knight to be a Lott layer in 
. the Roome of William Titcomb deceased." * 

FEN'CE VIEWERS. 

March 7, 1663 There was chosen fence viewers. At old Towne Rich : 
Dole, Francis Plufner, & Tho: Hlomfield: In the middle of the Towne 

* Towv of Newbury Records. t Ibid. (Coffin** copy). 
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Anthony Mors, Sen% Tristram Coffin, John Webster; at the farther end 
I William Pilsbury, Will : Sawyer, Lionell Worth.* , 
\ April 2, 1666 There is chosen by the Selectmen for fence viewers for 

< the year ensuing William Sawyer, William Pilsbur}' for the further end 
*, of the new town to frog pond, Anthony Morse Sen*^ & John Webster 
■ from thence to Goodman Moodys lane, & John Emery Sen' and ffrancts 

IMumcr & Tho: Hale Sen' from thence all at old Towne & Thomas 
i lliile & Samucll Pluilier for the nccke.* 

I March 23, 1669-70. Thomas Hale and William Ilsly were 

] chosen fence viewers for the old town, Robert Coker and 
i John Webster for the middle of the town, William Pilsbury 
1 and James Ordway for the farther end. 

j April 3, 1 67 1. Thomas Hale, Sen^ and William Ilsly fence 

\ viewers ** over the water in the necke & at the old Towne to 
I ^oodman Moodys land." "Abraham Toppan & Edward 

Richardson from Goodman Moodys land to John Bartlets 
i Harne." William Sawyer and Edward Woodman, Junior, 

"from John Bartletts bame to the farther end of the new 

Towne." 
I March 20, 1671-72. Thomas Hale, Sen', and William 

I Ilsly were chosen for the old town to Moody's lane. An- 
j thony Morse, Sen', and Richard Pettingell from Moody's 
* lane to J. Bartlet's barne. Edward Richardson and James 
I Ordway to the end of the town and also at the Falls. 
5 March 19, 1672-3. William Sawyer and James Ordway, 

i for the new towne. Richard Pettingell and John Webster, 

for the middle. Thos, Hale, Sen', and Joseph Pike, for the 

neck and old town. 

March 25, 1674. "Joseph Plumer in ye necke." William 

Ilsly and Benjamin Rolfe at old town to Moody's lane. John 

\Vebster and Robert Coker to J. Bartlet's barn. Benjamin 

Morse and Peter Godfry to the end of the town. 
March 6, 1674-5. "Th6mas Hale, Sen', in ye necke." 

William Ilsley and John Knight, Jun', in old town to Moody's 

lane. Anthony Morse, Sen', and Richard Browne to J. 

Bartlet's bam. James Ordway and Israel Webster from 

thence to the Artichoke river. 

March 22, 1676-7. "Thomas Hale, Jun', at the necke." 
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William Ilsly and John Ifadgcr at old town. John Webster 
and James Smith in the middle. Moses Pilsbury and Daniel 
Merrill at the farther end. 

March 31, 1679. Thomas Hale, Sen', and Joseph Knight 
at old town. Joseph Coker and Joshua Brown in the centre of 
the town. William Pilsbury and John Swctt at the farther end. 

March 24, 1679-80. Samuel Plumer and John Knight at 
old town. Peter Toppan and James Smith in the centre. 
Samuel Poore, Sen', and John Saw}'er, at the upper end. 

March 23, 1680-81. John Kelly and Cutting Noycs at 
old town. Robert Long and Richard Brown in the centre. 
James Ordway and Jacob Toppan at the upper end of the 
town. 

March 27, 1683. John Knight and Richard Dole, Jun., at 
the old town. John Webster and John Smith in the centre 
of the town. Daniel Morrill and John Swett at the upper 
end. Joseph Goodridge, Benjamin (?) Pearson, and Duncan 
Stewart, at the farms. 

March 18, 1683-4. John Kely and John Badger at the 
old town. Richard Browne and Matthew Pettingell at the 
centre. Moses Pilsbery and Aquila Chase at the upper end. 
Joseph Goodridge and Benjamin Pearson at the farms. 

April 6, 1685. Joseph Ilsley and Joseph Knight at old 
town. John Webster, Jun., and Matthew Pettingell at the 
centre. Serg* Richardson and James Ordway, Sen', at new 
town. John Emerj', Sen', and Benjamin Moore at the upper 
end of the new town. Joseph Goodridge and Benjamin Pear- 
son at the farms. 

March 22, 1685-6. Jonathan Emery and James Jackman 
for old town neck. Richard Brown and Joshua Morse for 
the middle of the town. Serg* Jno. Hale and Beniah Titcomb 
for the new town. Joshua Brown and Abraham Merrill for 
the upper end. Duncaa Stuart and Benjamin Goodridge for 
the farms. 

TITHING MEN. 

May 24, 1677, ^^^ General Court ordered that one tithing 
man to every ten families in the town should be appointed 
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by the selectmen to ap|>rchend all Sabbath-breakers, " those 
wlio absent thonisclvos from tlie public worship of God on 
the lord's day," disorikrly children and servants, night 
walkers, and tipplers, and, in the absence of a constable, take 
iliem before a magistrate or commit them to prison.* 

In compliance with this law the selectmen of Newbury, at 
a meeting held March 31, 1679, apiwinted the following per- 
sons to serve as tithing men : — > 



Richard Uumer Ji 
A lira ham Adams 
William Ilseyjuo 
ttobcrt Long 
I'honias Hale Jun 



James ordway 
Li em Woodman 
John Emery, Jun. 
William Sawyer 
Abraham Merrill. 



i 



Kichard Knight 
Nicholas Noyes 
Trislram Coffin 
Nathaniel Cark 
Ensign Greenteafe 

A notice sent by the selectmen to the person named last 
ill the above list reads as follows ; f — 
lo nF.ACO.v AiiKAitAM Mf.rrii.l 

At a meeting of the Selectmen March thtrty-first 1679. 

You are hereby required to lake notice that you are chosen according 
10 court order by the selectmen lo bee a tithing man to have inspection 
into and look over these families that Ihey attend the publick warship 
of God, and do not break the Sabbath, and further you are to attend 
u the court order declares. 

I'he names of the families are Ednard Woodman, Junior, Samuel 
ilarttet, Kichard Darllct, Abel Pilsbury, John Stevens, Christopher 
Martlet, Thomas Chase, goodman Baiicy, John Chase. 

Ily order of the Selectmen 

A.STHONV SOMERUr Rtfordtr, 

"March 24, 1679, there were chosen for Tithing men for 
this year 1680" 

John Emery Jun' Henry Jaques 

John llailey Nicholas Noyes 

Lieut Woodman Samuell I'lumer 

Knsign Greenleafe William Sawyer 

Sergi Coffin Robert Long 
Sergt Oarke , 

April 25, 1681, the selectmen apix)inted for "tything men" 
M^ Richard Dumer John Noyes Thomas Hale Ju' 

Mr. Henry Short James Jackman Daniel Cheny 

Tristram Coffin Robert Long Richard Pettengall 

• ■ MiiucbiKtm Colonjr Reeonb, vol. *.. p. ij|. 

CoMb** Hbiorjr (4 NevbHijr, pp. iti, hi. 



James Jackman 
Thomas Hale Junr 
Ednard Moores 
James Ordway 
Joseph Good ridge 
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Ensign Greenleafe 
Mr John Scwall 
John Emer>' Jun' 



Nathanel Qarke 
Samuel Poore Sen 



7 Tithing men for 1682 " as follows: 



M*" Richard Dumcr 
Samuel Plumer 
Joseph Pike 
Serj: CofRa 
Scrj: Garke 
Serj: Tappin ^ 



Benjamin Rolfe 
John Webster 
John Badger 
John Baily 
Abraham Mcrril 
Benjamin Lowle 



Tithing men for 1683 : — 



Mr Richard I>ole 
Serjeant Coffin 
Robert Long 
John Hale 
Abraham Merrill 
John Poore Ju' 



Nicholas Noyes 
Beniah Titcomb 
M^ Moses Gerrish 
Abraham Adams 
Joshua Brown 



Tithing men for 1684 : — 

M»^ Richard Dumer 



Cap« Daniel Peirce 
Lieu« Tristram Coffin 
Licu« Woodman 
John Emerj' Sen 
Samuel Bartlet 
Edward Richardson 



Elisha Ilsly 
James Jackman 
Joseph Knight 
John Bartlet Ju*^ 



James Ordway Ju»^ 

Tithing men March 22, 1685-6: — 



John Poor 
Sam" Bartlet 
Ser: Hale 
Abram Adams 
Benj. Rolfe 
Pen" Titcomb 
Abram Merrill 



Dunknn Stuart 
Samu" Plumer 
W"* Sawyer 
Ser : Moodey 
Georg March 
Deacon Noyes 
James Ordway Jr. 



Caleb Moody 
John Baily 



Abraham Adams 
William Morse 
Sergt Richardson 
francis Browne 
Joseph Plumer 
Rich: Peltengall 



Anthony Somerby 
William Pilsbury 
James Jackman Sen' 
John Easton 
Richard Bartlet Jr 



Cap* Thomas Noyes 
Edmund Moo res Sen 
Samuel Plumer 
Thomas Hale Sen' 
Anthony Somerby 
James Myrrick 



Lieu« Coffin 

Corp" Edward Mores 

Joseph Pike 

John Swett 

Ben: Morse 

Rich<J Browne 



Tithing men appointed May 7, 168 [7 ?] : — 
Joseph Little John Kent Jun John Webster Sen' 



John Sawyer 
John Baily 
Daniel Morrill 
En* Jacob Toppan 
Joseph Ilsley 
Jonathan Moore 



Beniah Titcomb 
John Bartlet Ju' 
Sergt Kathl Clarke 
Henry Lunt 
Silvanus Plumer 
Joseph Goodridge 



M' Moses Gerrish 
Henry Jaques 
John Knight 
William Moody 
Joseph Plumer Sen' 
Mr Will Longfellow 
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Under the new charter of the Province of Massachusetts 
i Bay tithinj; men were required to carry a black staff, two feet 
{ long, tipped at one end with brass about three inches wide, 
j as a bad^e of authority. They were sworn to a faithful dis- 
charge of their duties before a justice of the peace.* 

Subsequently the law providing for their appointment by 
the selectmen was amended, and they were afterwards elected 
annually by the inhabitants of the town until 1838. After 
that date they were evidently considered superfluous officers, 
and for several years none were chosen. 

March 14, 1848, the town voted to elect three tithing men 
in place of eighteen or twenty as heretofore ; and Benjamin G. 
livans, John Atkinson, and Michael Floyd were chosen. 

At a meeting of the town held March 13, 1849, strong 
efforts were made to secure the *ipix)intment of competent 
and discreet persons who could be depended uix)n to ser\'e as 
tithing men ; but a motion to omit action on that article in the 
warrant prevailed, and when the subject was again brought 
to the attention of the voters, April i, 1850, and March 29, 
1852, it was disposed of in substantially the same way. At 
the annual meeting in March, 1854, John N. Kent, Joseph 
Longfellow, Alfred Poor, John Kent, and Richard S. Bray 
were elected. The following year no tithing men were 
chosen ; and since that date good order has been maintained 
in the town of Newbury, and in the church durhig divine ser- 
vice, without their aid or influence. — 



OTHER OFFICERS. 

Cullers of fish, cullers of staves, hog reeves, informers of 
deer, clerks of the market, and many other officers whose ser- 
vices are not pow required, were elected annually by the in- 
habitants of the town. 

Cullers of staves selected and classified the staves that 
were cut in large quantities for wine casks and hogsheads and 
shipped from Newbury to the West Indies. It was the duty 
of hog reeves to see that the law "concerning the yokmg 

* Province Law«, vol. i , p. %\%, 
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and ringing of hogs " was properly executed when they were 
allowed to run at large. Clerks of the market regulated 
weights and measures as well as prices when provisions or 
produce were offered for sale ; and informers of deer were ex- 
pected to prosecute all persons violating the law in regard to 
the killing of deer, or give to the magistrates the information 
needed in order to secure the arrest and punishment of the 
offenders. 

FINKS AND PUNISHMENTS. 

* 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Newbury held April — , 

164(5)? 

It was ordered y* all such as absented themselves from this meeting 
should be fined twelve pence a*pccce, and the constable to levy the sauie 
& Retoume w< he gathers of such as y« prudential men shall judge their 
excuse is not sufficient, y« one half thereof to the ord'ers of y* Towne 
affaires y« other to keepe himself for a Recompense for his paynes. 

Itt is ordered y* yc constable for p*scnt & all constables for future 
shall stand ingngcd from time to time for one half of y« fines y< any de- 
linquent shall be fined for absenting himself from any publicke meeting 
w«*» is to be i» a peece.* 

April 8, 1646, Mr. Woodman, Hen: Lunt, Arch: Woodman and M' 
Sewall for their absence from y« gencrall Towne meeting are fyned 
twelve pence a peece : 

Steven Kent for his absence from y* same meeting was fyned two 
shillings. 

At this meeting the constable was ordered to collect the 
above-mentioned fines within ten days, and bring them to the 
town officers. " In case he bring it not in by that time An- 
thony Mors is apix)inted to Distreine on y* constable for all 
the fines." ♦ 

Aquilla Chase, his wife, and David VVTieder, of Hampton, 
were presented September 29, 1646, to the court at Ipswich, 
" for breach of the Sabbath in gathering pease.'* " Witnesses 
William Sanburne and William Fifield." f 

Under the date of March 30, 1647, the record states that 

*Town of Ne«bary Records, vol i. 
t Court Fflet (Salcm), voL L, leaf \\, 
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tliey "appeared not, to answer their presentment, being not 
; ;ii Hampton when the constable received his warrant." 
\ In a volume containing notes and memoranda made by the 

'. clerk of the court, for his own convenience, and afterwards 
uritten out and entered in full upon the records, the facts re- 
I luting to this presentment and to the return made by the con- 
stable arc stated as follows : — 

Ipswich Court March 30, 1C47, AquilU Chase & his wife & David 
Wheeter l>cing presented at the last court for gathering pease on the 
Lnrd's day. SuinmOTM sunt to If.implon. The constables return state* 
ihey were not at Hampton but were gone to Newberry,* 

\ Another summons was served upon them at Newbury. 

They apj>eared at the next session of the court, held March 28, 
1648, and were "admonished and discharged after the pay- 
ment of fees and txists of court," | 

March 38, 1648, the town of Newbury was presented "for 

want of a convenient safe way from the new towntothc ferry 

I side." "Witnesses Tristram Coffin of Newbury and John 

Stevens of Salisbury." And at the same court the tou-n was 

also presented " for want of a bridge over the falls river in 

I tlie way betwLvt Newbur)' and Andovcr." \ 

. At the court held in Ipswich, November 13, 1649, John 

I liiirtlct, constable of Newbury, was presented for not providing 

. weights and measures for the use of the inhabitants of the 

I town. § _ 

. May 23, 1650, the General Court ordered that "John Bart- 

. let, the constable of Newber>*, bcinge vnder'a fine of forty sh3- 

j lings for not p'vidinge weights & measures according to taw, 

I vppon a petition p'fred to this Court, hath his fine remitted : 

I the Court havinge received satisfactory information that he did 

his vttmost endeauour to p'curc the same." || 

November 1 3, 1649, the town of Newbury was presented at 
the Ipswich court for want of a pound.^ 

■Cnanir Cowl Rccatdi, 164) Is iW), "Ipiwicb." nLL, lull. 

I Ipiwick Cwn R*B>r4*, nl. L. W ». 

I Cmn Filo (Saka), vol. I., laf*;. 

1 Iiaaldi Coun Recscdi, Tat. L, |il iI. 

I MiiudiHMtu ColoT Rconnl^ y<A. iL.p. >«». 

Ilpnich Cowt Riwdi, vol. L, p. >■. 
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March 26, 1650, John Perrye, of Ncwburj', for abusive car- 
riage to his wife and child, \\'as ordered to give bonds for his 
good behavior and "to sit one hour in the stocks at New- 
bury." • 

On the same day (March 26, 1650) Anthony Morse, of 
Newbury, was fined ^5 " for digging a pit & not filling it up 
whereby a child was drowned." f 

Dr. William Snelling was presented for #denouncing his 
enemies with intemperate zeal. His friends William Thomas 
and Thomas Milward signed and filed with the clerk of the 
court the following statement : — 

This Ls to certify whom it may concern that we, the subscribers, being 
called upon to testify against M*^ William Snelling for words by him 
uttered, affirm that being in way of merr}* discourse, a health being 
drunk to all friends, he answered 

ril pledge my friends 

And for my foes 
A plague for their heels 

And a poxe for their toes. 

Since when he hath affirmed that he only intended the proverb used 
in the west country, nor do we believe he intended otherwise.} 

Affixed to this statement was the following acknowledg- 
ment : — 

March 12, 1651-2, all which I acknowledge and I am sorry I did not 
express my intent, or that I was so weak as to use so foolish a proverb. 

GuiLiELMUS Snelling. 

Notwithstanding this humble apology it appears from the 
court records that on the thirtieth day of March, 1652, "Mr 
William Snelling upon his presentment for cursing is fined 
ID* and fees of court." § 

"September 27, 1653, the wife of Nicholas Noyes being 
presented for wearing a silk hood and scarf, upon proof that 
Her husband is worth above two hundred pounds is cleared of 
her presentment." 

The wife of Hugh March and the wife of Richard Knight 

* Ipswich Court Rccords.vel. i., p. ao. t Ibid., vol. i., leaf mi. 
} Court FOca (Salcm) , toI. H., leal at. 
{ Ipswich Court Recorda, vol. L, leaf at. 
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were charged with the same offence, but were discharged on 
[iroof that their husbands were worth two hundred pounds 
each." 

The wife of John HutchJns was discharged "upon testi- 
mony of her being brought up above the ordinary ranke." • 

At the same court the wife of Joseph Swctt and the wife 
u£ William Chandler were con\'icted and fined ten shillings 
" for wearing a silk hood and scarft" • 

Tlie law under which these presentments were made was 
tnatted October 14, 165 1. It provided that "men of meane 
Condition " should not take upon themselves " the garbe of 
j,'cnilcnien by wearing gold or silver lace or buttons"; aiid 
women of the same rank were forbitlden " to wcare silke or 
tiffany hoodes or scarfes " unless they or their husbands pos- 
!^-5sed an estate of at least two hundred pounds, under a 
penally of ten shillings for each offence, f 

In September, 1653, "Tristram Coffin and ux [Dionis] 
presented for selling beer at 3^ a quart." " Ujwn the testimony 
of Samuel Moores that she put six bushels of malt into the 
hogshead she was discharged."^ The law regulating the sale 
of beer provided that "all such as put bcere to sale shall 
be able to prove that they put into every hogshead of beere 
that they sell for three pence the quart into the brewing 
thereof si-t bushclls of good barley mault, & into every hogs* 
head of bcere sould at two pence the quart fewer bushclls of 
mault ; & into every hogshead of beere sould at a penny a 
quart, two bushells of like good mault & so proportionably in 
greater or smaller quantities." Whosoever failed to comply 
with the provisions of this law should "forfeite for the first 
offence forty shillings & for the second offence shall forfeite 
theire licence." § 

March 28, 1654, the town of Newbury was presented "for 
defects in a country highway near goodman Adams his farm." | 

"September 1654 John Emery senior was chosen to 

*lp>inchCsan Rccsrdi, *gl. L, kd 14. 
1 MawdiBiBU ColiiBf Rcc«di,iraL h., |>utt.,p.tt. 
t Ipinch Csut Rcceida, nl. L, p. A 
( MiKKkoHBi Calear R*car^ «^ H, p. Ml. 
I Com FUm (Sdc^, *«L iL, iMi I j^ 
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answer at the next court at Ipswich o^ncerninge the p'sent- 
ment about the waye to Andover." * At a session of the 
court held at Ipswich September 26, 1654, the town of New- 
bury was " ordered to repair the highway by next court or 
pay forty shillings. " f 

"May 6, 1658 Newbury upon their presentment for want 
of a latin scoole is to pay five pounds to Ipswich lattin Scool, 
unles they by the nexte Court provyde a lattin scoole master 
according to law." \ 

March 31, 1663, the grand jury, sitting at Ipswich, indicted 
" Lydia Wardwcll the wife of Kliakim Wardwell for coming 
naked into y* meeting house of Newbury."§ May 5, 1663, 
she was sentenced "to be severely whipt and to pay costs & 
fees to the Marshall of Hampton for bringing her."|| 

At the same court. May 5, 1663, "Elizabeth Webster for 
taking a false oath was sentenced to stand at the meeting 
house dore at Newbury, the next lecture day from the ringing 
of the first bell until the minister be ready to begin prayer, 
with a paper on her head written in capital letters FOR 
TAKING A FALSE OATH IN COURT, the constable 
to see it done : or else to pay a fine of five pounds and to be 
disabled from taking an oath, and pay costs and fees. She 
made choise to stand at the doore," etc. || 

WOLVES, BLACKBIRDS, AND CROWS. 

May 15, 1645, ^he General Court ordered 

Y< any p*son, eith^ English or Indian, that shall kill any wolfe or 
wolucs w'liMn ten miles of any plantation in y* jurisdiction, shall have for 
every wolfe by him or yn» so kilcd 10 sh* to be paid out of y« treasury of 
y« countr}'.ir 

At a general meeting of the Towne [of Newbury] April 27«*» 1648 
Ther was granted to Thomas Marvyn two acres of land lying neer to 
the new pond on the back side of Mr. Noyes house lott at the new 
■ Towne for encouragement to him to kill woolves. •• 

* Town of Kcwbary Record*, vol. i. 

t Ipswich Court Records, vol. L, leaf 47. % Ibid., vol. 1., leaf 6& 
f Court Files (SalemX vol. is., leaf 13. 
I Iptwich Court Records, vol. I., leaf 117. 
1 MaMAchusetts Colony Records, vol. & , page 103. 

^ Newbury (Proprietors') Records, \'oI. i., page 46. The land granted Thomas Marvyn was 
on the southwesterly side ol South (now Parker) street, near the ** training green." 
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March 6, 1664-5 '^ ^<^^ ordered that those wolves that hath bin 
killed since the six wolves order hath bin out, those that hath killed them 
shall have forty shillings for euer}' wolfe for those that is past, and also 
such as shall kill wolves for the time to come shall have forty shillings 



} for euery wolfe to be paid out of the next Towne Rate after they shalbe 
< killed provided that due proof be made that they be killed within the 
limitts of the Townc* 

January 24, 1682-3, the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of the touTi voted 

\ That whereas there was an order made and voted at a Generall meet- 

ing of the Towne March 13, 16S0-1 that gave to such persons as should 

# kill wolves in the bounds of Newbury to have twenty shillings for every 

I old wolfe and ten shillings for every young wolfe to be paid out of the 

J Town rate, and it was not found in the town books, the Town did confirm 

! that order and gave order it should be recorded for it was endorsed by 

i John Ordway and many others.* 

j March 9, 1702-3 voted to pay four pounds to those who killed two 

' wolves at the Ipswich end of Plum Island.* 

j September i, 1714 voted to pay forty shillings for every wolfe 

1 killed within the limits of the town.* 

\ May 3, 1715 voted to give five pounds per head for every grown 

wolfe which shall be killed within the town of Newbury.* 

March 13, 1721-22 It was voted that y« selectmen shall pay to 

I Mark Moers & his brother Jonathan Moers twenty shillings equally 

J between them for a gratification for killing a wolfe in Bradford this 
last winter.* • 



At the annual meeting, held March 16, 1724-5, the town 
voted to pay Thomas Bartlet and Seth Bartlet the siim of 
fifteen shillings for killing a wolf in Merrimack river ; and 
I as late as February 23, 174 1-2, the selectmen paid George 
Thurlow five pounds for killing " a woolf & wild cat" * 

In 1779, Moses Adams killed a wolf in Newbury. Since 
that date none have been seen within the limits of the town.f 

As a protection against loss and damage to the growing 
crops of wheat and corn, the inhabitants of Newbury, at a 
meeting held Dec. 19, 1650, ordered "that what soeuer 
Inhabitants of this towne shall kill blacke birds, jays, wood- 
peckers or crowes shalbe paid by the constable out of the 

* Town of Kcwbory RoooHo. 

t CoAo't Hbtocy of Kewbory, p. ajA. 
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• 

towne rate for euery dozen of blacke birds one shilling, and 
for euery dozen of woodpeckers and jays heads so brought to 
the constable or townsmen two shillings, and for euery dozen 
of Crowes three shillings and so proportionable for any less 
number." * 

WOOD AND TIMBER. 

The cutting and removing of wood and timber, from land 
owned by the freeholders in common, was carefully guarded 
and regulated by the early settlers of the town. They 
adopted strong and vigorous measures for the protection and 
preservation of forest trees. As early as 1638, when the 
settlement at Parker river was less than three years old, they 
publicly declared : ** The Trees before Richard Knights 
house are reserved for the Towns use and so in all the 
streets of the Towne & none is to cutt them downe on the 
penalty of ten shillings forfeiture to the Towne." f 

WTien arrangements were being made for the removal of 
the inliabitants from Parker river to the " new town " on 
Merrimack river, the freeholders ordered that a fine of two 
shillings and sixpence should be imposed upon any person 
cutting or removing a tree without permission, and providing 
further that all trees cut down, within the limits of the pro- 
posed new town, previous to Jan. 11, 1643-4, "shall lye & 
remayne on the ground till the person be known to whom the 
land belongs that so paying for the labour he may have them 
to serx-e his occasions." 

March 3, 1668-9, ^^e selectmen ordered that all pipe 
staves, or barrel staves, found upon the commons, or at the 
river side, " shall be seized and sold, and no one, not an in- 
habitant of the town, shall be allowed to employ any person 
to cut or draw timber upon the commons under penalty of 
forfeiting all the timber so cut." 

Evasions of this order were so frequent and annoying that 
the freeholders declared October 18, 1670, "that sundry orders 
have been made for the preservation of the Towns Timber as 

*TowB of Ncmbaiy Records, vol. t 
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by order of Sept. i8, 1649 ^^^ other wise may appeared" and 
many trees have recently bien cut into boards, plank, iri|^ 
staves, and fence rails without permission. The selectmen arc 
therefore directed to impose a fine of twenty shillings on any 

i j>erson aiding or assisting in loading or transporting these 

: materials beyond the limits of the town "on a raft, boat, or 

I canoe.** 

. All dwelling-houses or cottages erected in Newbury after 

October 12, 1670, contrary to the law passed by the General 

' Court, May 30, 1660, were liable to be condemned and con- 
fiscated, " unless the same have been or shall hereafter be 

\ accepted by the freeholders.*** Tlie owners or builders^of 

■ such houses were not allowed to use the common or undivided 

j land for the pasturage of cows, horses, or sheep ; nor were 
they allowed to cut or remove any timber or wood, under 
penalty of twenty shillings for every load so cut or conveyed 

J a>\-ay. 

I " May 22, 1671, the Jown granted Mr. John Lowle liberty 

to cut out of the dead timber on the commons, so much as wDI 
serve to build him a house ; the timber to be taken from the 
point of land above Holt*s rocks." f 

j At a general meeting of the inhabitants of the town hdd 

March 3, 1672-3, the following order was adopted: — 



I 



» 



... no person Shall fell, girdle, Lopp or in any way deface any tree 
standing upon the training place or the grounds appointed for that use 
on penalty of five pounds for ever}* tree so felled, girdled. Lopped or 
defaced.} 

The selectmen were authorized and instructed to see that 
the rules and regulations adopted for the preservation of 
useful and ornamental trees were strictly and impartially 
enforced. July 5, 1673, they ordered the following vote to 
be recorded : " That whereas John Webster & Peter Toppan 
is complained of for cutting Downe trees in the Land that 

I * MasMchusetts Colony Records, vol. !▼., put I., p. 417. " In b ordered that hereafter aa 

cotUfc or dwelling place shalbee admitted to the privelese tk comiBOoagc for wood, thnbcr h. 
herhace or aay other of the priviledfcs that lye in coAoo in any towne or pccttljrar, hot aoch M 
already are in being or hereafter shalbce erected by the concent of the towno." 

t Town of Newbury Records (Cofia't copy). 
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IS called the burying place, we the selectmen do order that 
Richard Dole & Samuel Plumer shall levy ten shillings upon 
John Webster & five shillings upon Peter Tappan for cutting 
downe the trees without order & John Webster for cutting 
downe a tree upon the byway." * 

March 5, 1 676-7, the freeholders voted : " That such per- 
sons that shall fell downe & make use of Timber of the 
Towns CoiTions for the building of ships or vessels shall from 
henceforth, from time to time, have liberty from the Select- 
men and shall pay for the Towncs use two shillings a tun 
according to the burden of the vessel and if any shall take 
timber out of the Townes Comons without leave as above 
said shall pay foure shillings a Tun to the Townes use to be 
levyed by y* constable.'** 

"October 12, 1681, L* Steven Grccnlcaf proposed for a 
parcell of timber to make plank for a vessell & engaged to 
pay to the Townes use by the tun according to the Towne 
order." * 

The selectmen granted the petition of Mr. Greenlcaf, and 
March 3, 168 1-2, appointed Thomas Hale, jr., and Joseph 
Plumer " to search out any p'son or p'sons that have cut 
downe any of the towncs timber in the upper conions & 
bring in their names to the Selectmen between this & the 
next Generall town meeting." * 

"March 9, 16S5-6 Job Pilsbery petitioned the towne that 
a white oak tree standing on the highway against his fathers 
barne might not be cut downe but y* he might have liberty 
to preserxe y* same." " The town granted his petition." * 
» At a meeting of the freeholders held March 9, 1685-6, it 

was voted : " The Towne being sensable of a great deale 
of Damage y* may hapj>en to )'* Towne by persons cutting 
trees in the Towns coiTions and higTi wayes contrary to Towne 
order. The Towne do therefore Appoynt and Authorize 
Joseph Pike of Newbury to prosecute all such person or per- 
sons that have transgressed any such order." * The appoint- 
ment to remain in force until revoked. 

In the month of April following "Constable Moses Pils- 

* TowB <A Newbary Records. 
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bury seized and delivered to Joseph Pike twenty one red oak 
trees and sixteen white oak trees at the south east end [of 
the town's commons] near Sa\-ages rock and the westerly 
ciul of Long hill near Merrimack river." • 

December 19, 1695, the sheriff was ordered to seize all 
limber that had been cut on the common land without per- 
mission. The same day James Brown, deputy sheriff, seized 
iK'twccn two and three thousand staves and a large quantity 
«.f cut and hewn timber which he marked **with the Broad 
Arrow/* and delivered to the selectmen of Newbury.* 

March 12, 17 16-7, Lieut. John March and Mr. Henry Rolfe 
w ore authorized to prosecute •• all jxTsons who have, or shall 
hereafter, cut down or deface any tree or trees standing on 
any of the Highways or training places within the limits of 
\ the town : and shall do all things needful for preserving all 

trees on the said ways." • 

An oak-tree that was jx^rhaps a century old when Newbury 
was settled, in 1635, is still standing on land now owned by 
William Little and others. On the ne.vt page will be found 
a photographic view of this venerable representative of the 
primex-al forest. 



** What talcs, if there be * tongues in trees,* 

This giant oak could tell 
Of beings bom and buried here, — 
Tales of the peasant and the peer. 
Tales of the bridal and the bier. 

The welcome and fareweU.** 

" The Gerrish pasture " where this ancient oak tree stands 
was the property of the First Parish of Newbury for more 
than two centuries. At an auction sale, April 6, 1875, it was 
purchased by Robert A. Smith, Joseph W. Bartlett and 
others.f 

The underbrush, small limbs and boughs cut from tree-tops, 
\*alueless wood and decapng timber that interfered with the 
growth of the herbage and the pasturage of cattle, was annually 
gathered in convenient nooks and consumed by fire. The 



* To«« «f Newbaiy 
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sclix'tmon were authorized to employ suitable men for that 
purptisc. The earliest appointment recorded is as follows : 
"March 10, 1674-5 John Emer)- Jun' undertakes the bunung 
i.f the woods & makii){; the dry herd hedg sufficient." • 

March 22, 16S1-2, the selectmen agreed with William 
Holtun to keep the dry herd ; " and he is to burne the woods 
and make up the flatts fence and for that he shall be paid 
(yurteen shillings." • 

April 6, 16S5, the selectmen "agreed with William Bolton 
for ten shillings to burn the woods this yeare," • 

March 22, 1685-6, the selectmen appointed Benjamin 
Murss " to burn the woods this year above Artichoak River 
and to have for his pains ten shillings out of y* nexte towne 
Rate." " 

HORSES, CATTLE, AND SWINE. 

StiKk- raising was an important industry in the town <A 
Newbury for more than fifty years after its incorporation. At 
first horses, cattle, and swine were allowed to run at large ; and, 
in order to keep them from trespassing upon cultivated fields 
and gardens, it became necessary to employ herdsmen, and 
also to provide a suitable enclosure where they could be con- 
fined, if vicious or unruly, and released by the owners on the 
pymcnt of a certain fixed and definite sum. 

February i [1637-8], the freeholders ordered "that Jn"; 
Emery shall make a sufficient Pound for the towne twa.rod 



I & halfe square by the last of this present month if he cann, 
. the towne affording him what helpe they can, when he calls 
I for it ; & when it is finished, that the towne & bee shall agree 
. about the price & if they cannot that then it shall bee judged 
< by two indifferent men to be chosen one by the towne, the 
other by himselfe." f 

E^■identIy, Mr, Emery was unable or unwilling to undertake 
the task of building a pound, and therefore the town ordered 
April 14 [1638] "that Richard Brown, the constable, shall 
cause a sufficient pound to be made by the twenty-first of this 
moneth to impound swyne and other cattell, in the place that 

■T(M ■! NnbwT tUcMdi. t IMd., nl. L 
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shall be shewed him and of that largeness which shall be 
thought fitt, this to be done on the j^cnalty of 20*. The men 
to appoint the place and manner of the pound are ^Y Rawson, 
Henry Short, John Knight and Rich : Knight." * 

On the fourteenth day of April, 1638, the selectmen 
agreed " that Nich : Batt shall keepe the heard of kine be- 
gining the 16*** of March, 8 months thence till the 16*** of 
November, & that he shall have 1 8 pounds for his labor, w** 
is to be payd 40 bushclls of corne at 4* 6^ the bushell, three 
months after harvest ; & nine ix)unds in money whereof 
[ ] is to be payd presently & 4^** the first of July, & the 
rest at the end of the terme of eight months provided he is to 
keepe them [out] one Lords day & the towne two." * 

On the margin of the above record the names of Jno: 
Woodbridge, Edward Rawson, Edward Woodman, Heftry 
Short, and Richard Knight are inscribed in token of their 
assent ,to the agreement. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town held August 
25, 1638, it was ordered "that Tho: Halle and John Baker 
shall be hay wards till the town shall, appoint new, & that 
they shall have a speciall care of the impounding of swine ac- 
cording to order. And farther it is ordered that whatsoever 
swine is impounded, if it be not known whose it is, that then 
it shall be kept by the hay wards, the person satisfying when 
he is knowne: if it bee knowne & the owner thereof shall 
not satisfy for it within twenty foure hours that then it shall 
be lawf ull for the hay wards to sell them according to order." • 

March 12, 164 1-2, the freeholders voted "that all the 
commons within the limits of the towne shall be equaUy 
divided into three several parts and that the same number of 
cattle that are allowed in the stint of the cows and oxen shall 
be allowed in the heifer common and a third like quantity of 
young cattle above Mr. Rawson's farme." f 

In compliance with this vote the cow common, the ox com- 
mon, and the heifer common were laid out, and five hundred 
and sixty-three " rights " in each pasture were divided among 

* Town of Newbury Records, vol. I. 
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the frcohuklvrs in proportion to the number of acres of land 
.iwncd b)' them. 

Two years later, when arrangements were being made Ux 
ilie removal of the inhabitants of Newbury to the new sctlle- 
nient {now Newburj-jwrt), suitable fences in the new town 
were considered necessary for the convenience of householders 
and tlic protection of gardens and fields from the intrusion of 
tattle. Janxiary 10, 1643-4, the freeholders ordered "that 
all (onces geiiorall and particular at the first setting up shall 
bo made and always kept so sufficient as to keepe out all man- 
ner of swyiie and other cattle great or small, and at whose 
fence or jxirt of fence any swyne or other cattle shall break 
lluuiigh, the person owning the fence shall nut only beare and 
suffer all the damages, but shall further pay for each rod so 
insufficient the somme of two shillings, w*'', by the constable 
for the lime being shall be gathered by order from the order- 
ers of the Towns affairs & at their dispose." • 

On the same day the town also ordered "that the ouTwrs 
of all such cattle as the towne shall declare to be unruly and 
excessively different from all other cattle shall pay all the 
damages their unruly cattle shall doe in breaking through 
fences." " 

At a meeting of the freeholders, held December 19, 1650, 
it was ordered " that all swine shalbe Yoaked and Ringed 
and if any be not and do trespass in corn fields, gardens, mead- 
tnvs, pasture grounds, and coiTions, the owners of the land, 
"ir the hay wards, shall have libertie to drive them to the 
|xmnd, and shall have si.\epence a head for pasturage of the 
tiwners of such swine, and [ ] head in case they drive 

them abo\-e a mile." • 

Swine properly yoked could not gain access to cornfields 
and gardens protected by fences, and with a ring in the snout 
could do no damage to the growing crops by rooting. 

During the fall and winter horses and cattle were allowed 
to run at large on Plum Island and in the upper and lower 
ccmtmons. 

March 7, 1663-4 the selectmen ordered "that all horses 

• Tvn bI KcwbuT Rnofd^ *aL t 



134 inSTORY OF NEWBURY 

and dry cattle are to be cleared out of Plum Island & also out 
of the comons upon penalty of two shillings sixe pence p' head 
to any p'son or p'sons that shall impound them & also the same 
penalty of 2* 6** p' head if they be impounded out of any en- 
closure or propriety being sufficiently fenced." * 

The upper common, extending from the Artichoke river to 
the Bradford line, included nearly all the territory within the 
present limits of the town of West Newbury, while the lower 
commons on the southwesterly side of the country highway, 
now High street and Storey avenue, Newbury port, extended 
from the Artichoke to the Parker river, and included the 
pastures set apart for the use of cows, oxen, heifers, and 
sheep. 

For the protection of the cattle in the upper common it 
became necessary to provide additional safeguards, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to consider the subject and report the 
result of their investigations to the freeholders of the town. 
They recommended 

That there be forthwith a larg penn made and a small house built 
for the shelter for herdsmen, in a convenient place where land afterwards 
may be improved for tillage, if the Towne see meet Also that two 
herdsmen be provided to attend and follow the cattle the whole softer 
carefully to keep the cattle from coming neare the lower conions and 
penned every night. 

This was voted at a Generall meeting of the Towne, April 25, 1665 
and that the Selectmen shall have full power to do what is above speci- 
fied and to build the house and get the pen made. 

Anthony Somerby.* 

At a meeting of the Selectmen held April 28, 1666 

It was ordered that all sw}'ne that are taken upon any of the cow 
cofftons shalbee sufficiently Ringed upon penalty of twelve pence a head 
to any freeholder that shall Impound them, and if any swyne shall take 
into any man*s ground doing damage in come pasture or meadow or 
otherwise not being sufficiently yoaked and Ringed the owners of such 
swyne shall pay all damages and twelve pence a head to any one that 
shall Impound them.* 

March 16, 1667-8, the above order was again adopted, with 

» 

*Tom-n ol Ncwbary Records, vol. L 
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this additional clause : "proxided the fence \iewers do judge. 
the fence is as ordered against Great Cattle." 
I Horses, and cattle belonging to the dry herd, were not al- 

lowed to feed on the lower commons during the summer sea- 
son. They were to be fettered, confined in priv'ate enclosures, 
or placed in charge of the herdsman and driven to the upper 
common. 
j June 12, 1 666, the Selectmen "Ordered that all horses, 

mares & geldings (except yearlings) that are in the home 
Coitions (as at Old Towne, the necke & on this side the 
Mill River & so within a mile of the house lots at new towne) 
shall within three days forthwith of the date hereof, be cleared 
away from the said coiTions and not to be suffered to continue 
to feed thereon under the penalty of two shillings p' head unto 
any freeholder that doth impound them, excepting also such 
j as the freeholders do constantly make use of for their neces- 
1 sary Imployment, the which are also to be sufficiently fettered 
j or else not to go upon the said comons under the penalty of 
j three shillings per head unto any freeholder that doth Impound 
I any such horsebeast from off the said coitions : also all dry 
s cattell (except such as are permitted to go in the home 
\ coiTions) shall bee cleared out of the said comons within two 
J days of the date hereof under penalty of twelve pence p' head 
i to any freeholder that doth impound them provided they be 
j not such as have bin delivered to the keeper." • 
[ At a meeting of the selectmen held May 27, 1668, it was 

" ordered that all dry Cattell, that is to say all cattell except 
milk cowes & working oxen & yearlings shalbe cleared out 
j of the cow coiTlons to morrow under penalty of paying two 
shillings for every beast that shall be found upon the cow 
coi^ons after to-morrow [ ] drive them up into 

the dry herd comons & every Inhabitant are hereby injoyned 
to pay to the dry herdsman for all such cattell, as well the 
farmers as others, whether their cattell go up to the herdsman 
or not, if they go in any part of the Townes coiTlons and every 
Thursday in every weeke the herdsman is to attend to drive 
up all such cattell if any come down after they be put up." • 

*Towii of Nrrbwj Rcoofda, vol. L 
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April 27, 1670, the selectmen ordered 

All dry cattle to be cleared out of the colons between this and the 
sixteenth of May next under penalt}* of two shillings a head to be lex^ed 
upon the owners of such cattcll that shalbe found vpon the coinons after 
that day, except such as shall come doune againe from the dry herd & 
if any come doune the herdsman is to attend every thursday to drive up 
such as shall come doune, and the farmers are to pay for their cattell as 
well as others whether they be drove up or not. 

Also all horses & horse kind are to be cleared out of the con^ons by 
the twentieth of May . . . except such horses as are in cofi^on vse for 
roen^ necessitycs and they are to be fettered and clogged. * 

Similar orders were annually issued until the upper com- 
mons were dixnded among the freeholders of the town in 1686. 
The order for 1676 reads as follows: — 

All Dr}' Cattle shalbe cleared out of the Cow Comons. And the 
Day appointed for the heardsman to Drive them up is thursday . . . the 
tenth day of this p^sent month and all from the pound to the old Towne 
shall then be brought to the pound and all the rest to meet the heard in 
the way as they shall go along. And such dry Cattle as shalbe found 
on the Cow Condons after the tenth Day of May above said, their own- 
ers shall pay two shillings a head to the keeper, except it be such as had 
bin droN'e up & doe come down againe and they to be presently drove 
up againe by the iG*^ of May.* 

April 19, 1677, the selectmen issued the following 
notice : — 

Whereas there was an order published March 27, 1677 that all 
horses & horsekind should have bin cleared out of the Cow Cof^ons 
by the tenth day of April last past & there is nothing done about it, 
This is to give notice to the Towne that next Munday there is appointed 
men to Drive to the said Condons & to Impound all such horses or hors- 
kind that are not fettered or clogged (according to that order) that are 
found upon the Cow Comons then, & their owners shall pay two shil- 
lings a head to the Impounders for every head that are so Impounded.* 

At a meeting of the selectmen held May 31, 1680, "It 
was ordered that all dry cattle that goes in the Towne Coift- 
ons shall pay to the Dry herdsman as much as they doe 
that arc driven up to Artechoke And all Inhabitants arc 

* Town of Newbary Record*, vol. L 
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hLTL-by required to drive all thvir dry cattell up to Artechoke 
CoiFiuiis And John Webster & Moses Little & Henry 
Scnicrby are ai)|x>inted to clcare the Cow Coroons & to ira- 
iH'und all horses & horsekind that are found unfettered upon 
ihe Con- Conions & to have two shillings a head according to 
Towne iirilor to be paid by the owners, or else in case of re- 
fiisall to be Leavycd on their estate by the Constable." • 

In the spring of 1672, William Bolton was employed "to 
Vi'i-p the dry heard, as formerly, and drive up the cattle when 
they come down, receivinji from the owners twelve pence a 
hi-ad for his services." He c\idently continued to serve in 
ih.it capacity for ten years or more. March 22, 1681-2, the 
selectmen agreed with him to begin the first day of May next 
tu drive the cattle to the upixn' commons " for sixpence a 
head to be [laid in Malt or Indian Come"; and May 20, 
16S5, he was chosen "to keep the dry cattell in the upper 
Commons above the hedge, and to take care for y* repayring 
of such breaches as should be in the hedg from time to time." 

In order to prevent, if possible, the taking of wood and 
timber from the coi1\ons, and the pasturing of cattle there, by 
IXTsons not entitled to that pri\-ilcge, " Capt. Gerrish, Left 
Wotidman Sen' & John Knight were chosen " at a meeting of 
the freemen and freeholders held May 8, 1674, " to Joyne with 
the selectmen to agree upon & prosecute an order against 
non-freeholders for this year ensuing for their fire wood, tim- 
l>er, feed for their cattle, horses, sheep & swyne going on' the 
Coiiion, and the non-freeholders are hereby warned to appeare 
next Wednesday come seavcnight at seaven of the clocke in the 
morning at the Ordinary." • 

June 18, 1675, this committee, having in the mean while 
been authorized to make all needful rules and regulations for 
the protection of the wood, timber, and pasturage of the com- 
mons, ordered " that every non-freeholder shall pay for every 
horse, or horsekind, going upon the coinon, five shillings to the 
Towne & two shillings & sixpence a head for every neat beast, 
and five shillings for every score of sheep & twelve pence a 
head for every swyne to be paid to the constable for the 
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Townes use every year, and two & sixpence for every load of 
wood, to be paid In when the Towne Rate is & in case they 
do not pay then they shalbe distrained by the Constable & 
pay double what is above expressed." • 

SHEEP AND SHEEP PASTURES. 

Pre\nous to the year 1665 the freeholders of Newburj' paid 
little attention to the raising of sheep, but subsequently sev- 
eral large flocks were kept near the centre of the town. 

May 27, 1668, they ordered "that every Inhabitant of 
this Towne whose sheep goeth upon the Coitions shall mark 
his sheep with a peculiar pitch marke when they are shome 
under penalty of twelve pence the head for every such sheep 
that shall be found unmarked," etc.* 

April 27, 1670, the selectmen ordered that in consequence 
" of the great Damag that sheep doth in Meadowes, pastures 
& come fields " . . . " all sheep that goes upon the CoiTion 
shall go under a keeper & after they are shome they shall 
have the peculiar pitch mark of their owners set upon them." • 

April 19, 1677, they ordered "that the two flocks of 
sheep that goes in the middle part of the Towne (viz :) the 
flock which was called Henry Shorts flock shalbe kept 
within the bounds of Henry Jaques comer of his pasture over 
to the end of Amos Stickneys land next Trotters Bridge as 
far as the Pine Swamp & stony brooke. And that flock that 
was called M' Peirces flocks shall go from the said Jaquesses 
pasture & Sticknyes corner as far as James Smiths & so over 
Trotters Bridge so far as stony brooke. And the sheepards 
are to looke to their flocks that they Do no Damage in any 
man*s propriety on penalty of pajnng the Damage, and they 
are hereby forbidden to medle with any other sheep that do 
not belong to their flock unless by accident they shall mixe, 
and in such a case they shall part them againe with speed & 

* 

retume them or else they shall pay all Damages the owners 
may or shall sustaine by it." • 

May 14, 1677, the freeholders of the town ordered that 
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hhcep belonging to the inhabitants of neighboring toniTis •* shall 
not be allowed to feed on the commons but shall be removed 
forthwith.' 

March 14, 1681-2, the bounds and limits of the sheep 
jxisturcs were defined as follows : — 

All sheep shall be kept in that part of the comons where their owners 
live. The inhabitants of the old town to keep their sheep there. The 
next Hock to be kept from Lx>b*s pound and over the mill bridge to 
Henn* Jaques his pasture. And the next flock from thence to James 
Smith's and over Trotter*s bridge. And the inhabitants from James 
Carrs to M^ John Sewalls and Jacob Toppanes are the frog pond flock 
and their range shall be the Aps swamp from James Smith to George 
Marches bridge and dismall ditch and Robin's pound, and Moses Pils- 
bury and the further end of the towne are to have the plaines for their 



I flock." • 

I . " I^b's pound" was near the residence of the late Hall J. 
Leigh ;" Mill bridge," now Four Rock Bridge, was over Little 

; river ; Henry Jaques's pasture was at a bend in the road lead- 
ing to the mill, now known as Morse's corner ; James Smith*s 

. farm was near the brick-j-ards ; and "Trotter's bridge" was 

I over a branch of Little river in Floyd's lane. 

In 1683, seven hundred and four sheep, owned by sixteen 
ix^rsons, were pastured in the " third range," extending from 
Hemy Jaques' pasture to James Smith's farm and Trotter's 
bridge.f 

At a meeting of the selectmen held May 31, 1688^ the 
bounds and limits of the sheep pastures were readjusted. 



I It was then ordered that for the old Towne flock y« bounds are w^n 

j the Compas of the old Towne as far as >-« Widdow Knights, 
j And for that flock yt is known by y« name of Henry Shorts flock the 

i bounds on the Towne side at the River is from Henry ShorU land on 

the southeast, all the comons as far as a run of water that runs out of 
j Mr Gerrish* pasture running by Stephen Jaques* pasture & so into Capt 

i Noyes* meadow w<^ s^ run of water is the northwest bounds of s^ fflock 

& on the other side of the Mill River the Stony Brooke at the mouth of 
it is the Bounds & so upws&rds into the woods by that branch of it that 
runs by Abram Adams bis field & so by the great Black ash swamp & 
so up into the woods. 

r 

'Town of Newboiy Records. 

t Cofia't Hialocy ol Kewboiy. p. ij». 
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For the flock known by the name of Capt Peirccs* flock ye southerly 
bounds is bounded by the flock afores<> & ye northwest bounds as far as 
James Smiths on this side of the River & over the Mill River at Trotters 
Bridg the northwest bounds is the slough that runs into John Atkinsons 
meadow & so up into the woods westerly 

For the ffrogg pond flock y« southerly bounds is the slough w^h is the 
northerly Bounds of the flock afores<) & from thence to James Smiths & 
ye northerly bound is to run uppon a straight line from Moses pilsbur}'es 
to Joseph Littles. 

For the Artichopk flock the southerly bounds is from Moses pils- 
bur}'es to Joseph LitUes on a Straight Line." • 



DOCTOR HENRY GREENLAND. 

March 31, 1663, John Emery was presented to the court 
at Ipswich " on suspicion of breaking y* law in entertaining 
Mn grccnland foure months."f At the session held May 5^ 
1663, "he was fined four pounds and costs & fees for enter- 
taining strangers." \ May 21, 1663, he sent the following pe- 
tition to the General Court, signed by himself, the selectmen 
of Newbury, and other inhabitants of the town : — 

To the Honr<i Generall Court now assembled at Boston, the Humble 
petition of John Emery humbly sheweth : 

That your petitioner dwelling in Newbury, It so fell out by the provi- 
dence of God that a certaine gentleman (namely Mr Henry Greenland) 
coming from England upon his occasion was by reason of his Aquaint- 
ance with Capt Barefoote &c inclinable to settle in ye country if hee 
liked & to make use of his practice of phisick & chirugery amongs* us : 
But beeing as yet unsettled & uncertaine where to fix until his wife 
(whom he hath sent for) did come, By reason of some employment by 
ye providence of God presented itself to him. He was necissarily put 
upon it to reside neer such patients as had put themselves into his hands 
for cure: Among which one being more than ordinailly dependent Hee 
desired entertainment And your petititioner did for y* reason above 
mentioned Receive & entertain him this winter past for which I am fined 
foure pounds by y honr<i court at Ipswich for Breach of a Law, not hav- 
ing (at first) License under the hand of a magistrate. Hee himself being 
a stranger & not knowing the Law nor your petitioner . . . The Humble 
request of your petitioner is That this honn* Court would be pleased to 

*Towa of Newbury Reconk. 

t Court Filet (Salem), vol. h., leaf i|. 

X Iptwkh Court Records, vol. t, leaf iil. 
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rcmitt y« saide fine (It Being not done in Contempt, but only as 
sarily occasioned as above s<J) wherein y* gentleman hath (by God*s 
Messing) been Instrumcntall of much good by his calling both in Physkk 
and Cbyrurgcr)' and your poor petitioner shall ever pray : 

We the Selectmen & such others as are subscribed. Considering the 
usefulness of Mr Greenland in respect of his practice in our towne do 
humbly desire the same if this honr<> court please. 

John Pike Richard IjoeU 

Richard Thurlo Antony Somerby 

Abraham Toppan John Mearell 

John Bayley Archelaus Woodman 

Thomas Blumfield Sam : Poore 

Peter Godfrie Edw : Richardson 

James Ordway Robert Coker 

\ Lionel Worth Richard Fits 

\ Stephen Swett John Cheney, Jun 

\ Anthony Morse, Sen John Wilcutt 

j Willi : Sayor Robt Adams 

I Abell Huse Lanslet Granger 

\ John Cheney, Sen Anthony Short 

James Jackman John Knight 

Joseph Plumer Peter Toppan 

John Parker, Sen Jeremy Gutridge 

Thomas Brown Thomas Hale Jun 

William Titcomb John Poore, Sen 

j Richard BarUet William Morse 

I (And others whose names are illegible). 

• 

(2$) 3. 63 The Magt* have considered the grounds of this Pet" & 
consent not to any revbion of the Coun : Courts sentence. 

Tho. Danforth, p'., E7R. S. 



Consented to by y« deputy s provided they may have y« ten shOlingi 
agayne. William Torrey, CUrk. 

The M agists Consentyet 

Edw : Rawson, Secry.^ 



i The indorsements on this petition indicate that the fine of 

• four pounds was remitted, while the costs, amounting to "ten 
shillings," were retained by the court, although there is no 
mention of the petition, or of any action upon it, in the Massa- 
chusetts Colony Records for the session beginning May 27 
and ending June 12, 1663. 

* MauMfaoMttt Ardihrts, vol. A iSt P^. ■•• 
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Dr. Greenland was evidently a skilful physician, but pas- 
sionate, unprincipled, and quarrelsome. March 31, 1663, he 
was charged with making indecent proposals to Mary, wife of 
John Rolfe. He was convicted and sentenced " to go from 
hence to the prision, there to remain until the next session 
of the court and then to be brought forth and whipt unless he 
pay a fine of thirty pounds." * 

He appealed to the Court of Assistants, and gave a bond of 
two hundred pounds, with Capt. Walter Barefoot and George 
Goldwire as sureties, to prosecute his appeal. WTiether his 
sentence was revoked or modified in any way is uncertain, as 
the records of the Court of Assistants for that year cannot 
now be found. 

September 27, 1664, he and Capt. Walter Barefoot were 
both con\icted of an assault on William Thomas and Richard 
Dole in the ordinary kept by Stephen Swett in Newbury, for 
which they were fined five pounds each.f 

January 12, 1665-6, Dr. Greenland sold to Israel Webster 
his house with an acre and a quarter of land on the south- 
west comer of Ordway's lane, no\y known as Market street, 
and the way by the river, now Merrimac street, Newburyport ; 
and February 28 his wife, Mary, released her right of dower.J 

He probably removed to Portsmouth soon after the sale of 
this' property, and resided there or in that vicinity for several 
years. George Fountain, captain of the ship " Marmadin," at 
the Isle of Shoals, wrote, under date of May 28, 1670, to 
Mr. Richard Cutts,of Portsmouth, that Mr. Henry Greenland 
came on board his vessel, and pretended to have some acquaint- 
ance with one of the seamen named Robert Gardner, to whom 

* Iptwkh Court Records (at Salem), vol. i., leaf 115. 

t^alem Court Files, vol. x., p. 3S. Capt. Walter Barefoot was appointed deputy jeovcmor 
of the Province of New llampthire in 1680, to attend to the clearinj( and entering of vessels at 
Portsaouth. Ste(4ien Swett*t ordinary was afterwards known as ** the Blue Anchor Tavern.** 
Sec •• OuM Newbury,** p. 176. 

. Amonf the Provincial Papers relating to the Pro^-ince of New Hampshire are two deposi- 
tions, dated July 17 and July 24, 1665, made by Robert Carr, Samuel Mavericke, and Georgt 
Cartwright, commissioners from King Charles the II., in relation to some expressions of 
disloyalty on the part of Mr. Richard Cutt of Piscauqua river. In these depositions, or certifi- 
cates, the commissioners promise to protect Mr. Cutt against prosecutiun "if the said Richard 
Cutt never molest Thomas Wigin of Dover or Doctor Greenland of Newbury for giving is evi- 
dence against him.** New Hampshire Provincial Papers, vol. I., pp. ajS* 379. 

I Ipswich Deeds, book IV., leaf y. 
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he disclosed a scheme that he said could be made profitable. 
Enclosed in the letter \\-as the deiK>sition of Robert Gardner, 
who made oath May 27, 1670, that Mr. Henrj' Greenland en- 
deavored to induce him and other members of the crew to 
seize the person of Mr. Richard Cutts, and carry him to Eng- 
land, " sa)-^ that a small number of men might take him and 
compel his servants to carry down on their backs such money 
and goods as was sure to be found there ; and farther that he 
would maintain the doing thereof in point of law for the said 
Cutts had spoken treason against the King." * 

What action was taken in regard to the proposed seizure 
and abduction of Mr. Richard Cutts is uncertain. Subse- 
quently Capt. Walter Barefoot and Dr. Henry Greenland 
were involved in a law*suit with Abraham Drake, Benjamin 
Swett,and Henry Green; and the court, held at Hampton "y* 
16*** day 8"»* 1671/* ordered the marshall to lc\7 on the 
"goods, chattels and land" owned by Capt. Walter Barefoot, 
" at Kittery Point over against y* great ysland," and also upon 
two thousand feet of pine boards owned by Dr. Greenland.! 

December 10, i67i,Jochen Jansen, formerly of Amster- 
dam, Holland, sold to Job Clement, of Dover, and Dr. Henry 
Greenland, of Kittery, "a good Pinke or Ship called ye 
Sancta Maria now riding att ancho' neare y* great Island in 
)•• River of Piscataqua." % 

The following year Dr. Greenland was accused of disloyalty 
to the government of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay; and 
was denounced as an impracticable, over-zealous supporter of 
the king. He was arrested and imprisoned. 

May 7, 1673, the County Court at York was ordered to pay 
the expenses and charges, amounting to four pounds, incurred 
by Mr. Edward Rushworth in seizing Henry Greenland.§ ^ 

In answer to a petition from the inhabitants of Dover and 
Portsmouth for the release of Henry Greenland the General 
Court declared that " it sees no cause to grant their request." J 

*Massaidtiisetts Ardihrcs, vol. be., p. aSj. The letter and dcpocitioo are certified copies of 
vifiiul papers ob file lo the Couoty Court it Dover, wtiere Dr. Greeolsad evidentlj and* 
aasver to the charge brought against him bjr Mr. Richard Cutts, who was one of Ihe magtstratas 
appoiaied by the Colony of Mascachnsctts Bay for the towns of Dover and Portsmonth. 

t Norfolk County Deeds, vol. ii, p. 14a (as8, sa^. % IbU., voL ik., p. J63 (a4|). 

iMassachttsettaColony Records, vol. Iv., part 11., p. SSS* II^M.,p. SS7* 
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At the same session, in answer to the petition of Marj' 
Greenland, the General Court ordered "that Henry Green- 
land haue liberty to returne into this jurisdiction 8r abide here 
vntill the first of September next, for the disposing his estate 
& rcmoo\nng his family, prouided he doe in other respects ob- 
ser\e the order of the court of assistants and depart after the 
tyme expired." * 

LAWS RELATING TO THE PUNISHMENT AND ENTERTAIN- 

MENT OF QUAKERS. 

The first Quakers that came to New England were two 
female preachers, Mary Fisher and Ann Austin, who arrived 
at Boston in July, 1656, bringing with them a considerable 
number of books advocating and defending their peculiar relig- 
ious views and opinions. The books were taken from them 
and publicly burned in the market-place. The women were 
thrown into prison, and not long after sent back to England. 

The General Court in vigorous language declared, October 
14, 1656, "Whereas there is a cursed sect of hereticks lately 
risen vp in the world w*** are coiTionly called Quakers who 
take \i)pon them to be iiTiediately sent of God, and infallibly 
asisted by the spirit to sj^eake & write blasphemouth opinions, 
despising government & the order of God in church & cort^on- 
wealth, speaking e\nll of dignities, reproaching and renling 
magistrates and ministers, seeking to turne the people from 
the faith & gaine proselites o theire pernicious wayes," etc., 
the master of any vessel bringing " any knoune Quaker or 
Quakers, or any other blasphemous hereticks," into any town 
or harbor uithin the limits of the colony, shall pay a fine of 
one hundred pounds for each offence, and the Quakers them- 
selves shall be severely whipped and sentenced to hard labor 
in the house of correction. The importation of Quaker 
books was also prohibited, and any person concealing one of 
these books in his house was liable to a fine of five pounds, f 

October 14, 1657, this law was amended, and a fine of forty 
shillings imposed upon any person or persons entertaining or 
concealing Quakers, knowing them to be such. Constables 

* MMMchttictU Colony Rccoidt, toL It., part 1 1., p*. 557. t Ibid., vol. hr., part I., p. tn* 
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and magistrates were vigilant and active in arresting and pun- 
ishing offenders. Quakers banished from the colony, retum- 
inv; without the consent of the General Court, were Ibble to 
be severely whipped, to have their ears cut off, or their 
tongues bored through with hot irons.* 

In 1659, Thomas Macy, one of the early settlers of New- 
bury, who removed to Salisbury in 1639, was summoned to 
appear at the General Court and answer to the charge of en- 
tertaining Quakers.f 

He was unable, on account of illness, to appear at the Gen- 
eral Court on the day and hour appointed, but in a letter 
dated October 27, 1659, wrote as follows: — 

This is to entreat the honored court not to be offended because of 
my non-appearance. It is not from any slighting the authority of this 
honored court, nor from feare to answer the case, but I have bin for some 
weeks past ver}' ill, and am so at present, and notwithstanding my illness, 
yet I, desirous to appear, have done my utmost endeavour to hire a horse, 
but cannot procure one at present I being at present destitute have 
endeavoured to purchase but at present cannot attaine it, but I shall 
relate the truth of the case as my answer should be to y« honored court 
and more cannot be proved nor so much. On a rainy morning there 
came to my house Edward Wharton and three men more; the said 
Wharton spoke to me saying they were traveling eastward and desired 
me to direct them in the way to Hampton, and asked me how far it was 
I to Casco bay. I never saw any of y« men afore except Wharton, neither 
did I require their names, or who they were, but by their carriage I 
• thought they might be quakers and told them so, and therefore desired 
: them to passe on their way, saying to them I might possibly give offence 
I in entertaining them, and as soon as the violence of the rain ceased (for 
I it rained very hard) they went away and I never saw them since. The 
J time that they stayed in the house was about three quarters of an hour, 
: but I can safely affirm it was not an houre. They spake not many words 
in the time, neither was I at leisure to talke with them for I came home 
j wet to y« skin immediately afore they came to the house and I found my 
I wife sick in bed. If this satisfie not the honored court I shall subject 
to their sentence : I have not willingly offended. I am ready to serve 
and obey you in the Lord. Tho Macy.J 

* Massachasetti Colony Records, toL hr., put 1^ p. 308. 

t Previous to 1648 ** Thomas Maqr was frantcd aa bouse lot of iitc acres ob the aeck over the 
KTcat River." (Proprietors of Newbury Records, vol. li., p. 39.) 

I This letter, by order of the govavor and council of the State of Massadiusetts, was delivered 
to the Hon. Barker Busmell, of Nantucket, June i], i8ji. It was destroyed by fire, with other 
%'alaable documents, when the Nantucket Atheajeum was burned in July, 1846^ A copy of tht 
oripaal letter is ia th« Massachnsetu Archivea, vol. x., p. ass. '^ 
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Notwithstanding this humble apology the General Court or- 
dered November 12, 1659, "That Thomas Macy pay as a 
fine the sortie of thirty shillings and be admonished by the 
Gouerno' ** ; and Edward WTiarton, who accompanied the 
Quakers and piloted them from place to place, was ordered 
" to be whipt w*** twenty stripes & con^itted to prison." * 

The severity and injustice of this sentence induced Thomas 
Macy, a few months later, to abandon his home in Salisbury, 
and remove, with his wife and children, beyond the jurisdiction 
of the colony to the island of Nantucket, then a part of the 
Province of New York, where he lived for the "remainder of 
his life.f • 

May 22, 1 66 1, the law providing for the punishment of 
"heretics and blasphemers" was again amended and made 
still more stringent. Quakers not having a legal settlement 
in the colony were liable to be seized by constables, " stripped 
naked from the midle upwards, & tyed to a carts tayle & 
whipped thro** the towne." \ In this manner they were taken 
from tow^n to town, and condemned to imprisonment or death, 
if they ventured to return. 

Some of the prominent Quakers residing in London, aroused 
by these acts of cruelty, sought and obtained an audience with 
King Charles II., and induced him to issue the following man- 
damus, addressed to " John Endicot, Esq., and to all and every 
other Governour or Governours of our Plantation of New 
England " : — 

Trusty and Well beloved, we greet you well. Having been informed 
that several of our Subjects among you, called Quakers, have been and 
are imprisoned by you, whereof some have been executed and othen (as 
hath been represented unto us) are in Danger to undergo the Like : We 
have thought fit to signify our Pleasure in that Behalf for the future, 
and do hereby require that if there be any of those people called Quak- 
ers amongst you, now already condemned to suffer Death, or other 

* Massachusetts Colony Records, vol. hr., part I., p. 407. 

t He, with Tristram Coffin, Christopher Husaey, R. Swain, Peter Coflm, Stephen Grecnleaf, 
Thonus Barnard, John Swain, William Pile, and others, formed a company for the purdus* and 
settlement of the isUnd of Nantucket, then inhabited by a tribe of Indians. (New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register, toI. il., p. 340.) "The Exilet," a poem by John G. 
Whittier, it founded on thb incident in the life of Thomas Macy. (See Whitticr'a Complete 
Poetical Works, Cambridge edition, p. i4«) 

X Massadtusctts Colony Records, vol. !▼., part II., p. a. A 
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Corporal Punishment, or that are imprisoned or obooxioui to the tike 
Condemnation, you are to forbear to proceed any farther therdn : bat 
that you forthwith send the said Persons (whether condemned or ia^ 
prisoned) over to this our Kingdom of England, together with the re- 
spective Crimes or Offences laid to their charge, to the End that each 
Course may be taken with them here, as shall be agreeable to our Laws 
and iheir Demerits. And for so doing these our Letten shall be yonr 
sufficient Warrant and Discharge. Given at our Court at %VhitehaIl 
the 9'>< day of September, iCGi, in the thirteenth Year of our Reign.* 

This mandatory letter, or order from the king, was in- 
triistod to S.imuel Shattuck, a Quaker o£ Salem, who was then 
in England, ha\ing boen banished from the colony on account 
(if his obnoxious religious \-icws. When Shattuck arrived ui 
Ituston, he was admitted to the council chamber in the gover- 
nor's house. He evidently neglected or declined to remove 
his hat when brought face to face with the governor. 

■■ Off with the knave's hat 1 " An angry hand 
Smote down the offence ; but the wearer said 
With a quiet smile," By the King's command 
I bear his message and stand in his stead." 

In the Governor's hand a misuve he laid. 
With the Royal arms on its seal displayed; 
And the proud man spake as he gated thereat. 
Uncovering, " Give Mr. Shattuck his haL" 

He turned to the Quaker, bowing low; 

" The King commandeth your friends' release. 
Doubt not he shall be obeyed, although 

To his subjects' sorrow and sin's increase. 

" What he here enjoineth John Endicott, 
His loyal servant, questionelh not. 
You are free I — God grant the spirit you own 
May take you from us to parts unknown." t 

The letter from the king was read to the deputies and mag- 
istrates of the General Court, November 27, 1661 ; and the 
following order was then adopted : — ' 

. Although wee hope & doubt not but that if his Maj7 were rightly i» 

I "^ '(crmed he would be fane from giving them [the Quakers] such favor, 
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or weakening his authority here so long & ordetly settled, yet that we 
may not in the least ofTcnd his Majty, the Court doth hereby order & 
declare that the execution of the laws in force against Quakers as such 
so far as they respect corporall punishm^ or death be suspended until 
this Court take further order.* 

June 28, 1662, the king, in reply, notified his "loyal sub- 
jects in New England " that certain laws and ordinances " con- 
trary and derogatory to his authority and government " must 
be annulled or rejK'aled. I le also declared " that such as desire 
to use the Bo<jke of Comon Prayer & performe their devotiims 
in the manner established in England " should be allowed that 
privilege, " & that all jKTSons of good & honest lines & con- 
uersations be admitted to the sacrement of the Lords SupjXT, 
according to the Bookc of CoiTion Prayer & their children 
to baptisme. Wee cannot be understood hereby to direct or 
wish that any indulgence should be granted to those persons 
coiTionly called Quakers, whose being [ ] inconsistent 

wi*** any kind of government. Wee have found it necessar)*, 
by the ad\'ice of our Parliament here, to make sharpe lawes 
against them, and are well contented that you doe the like 
there." f 

With this assurance from the king that severe measures, 
adopted for the government and control of Quakers, would 
not be annulled by Parliament, the General Court, October 8, 
1662, revived the law passed in May, 1661, with some modi- 
fications, providing that Quakers should be whipped through 
not more than three towns, and that the number of stripes to 
which they should be subjected should be limited by the 
magistrates. | 

Under the provisions of this law the following order was 
issued by Capt. Richard Waldron, magistrate at Dover: — 

To tlie constables of Dover, Hampton, Salisbury, Newbury, Rowley, 
Ipswich, Windham, Linn, Boston, Roxbury, Dedham, and until these 
vagabond Quakers, are out of this jurisdiction. 

You and ever}' of you are required in the Kings Majestys name 
to take these vagabond Quakers, Anna Colman, Mary Tompkins and 
Alice Ambrose, and make them fast to the carts tail, and drawing the 

* MasMchut^tts Colony Records, toI. hr., part II., p. 34. 

t Ibid., vol. iv., part II., p. 165. I Ibid., vol. iv., part II., p. S9« 
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cart through your several towns, to whip them upon their naked backs 
not exceeding ten stripes apiece on each of them in each town, and so 
convey them from Constable to Constable till they are out of this jurisdic- 
tion, as you will answer it at your peril, and this shall be your warrant. 

Per me Richard Waldron. 

At Dover, dated Dec. 22, 1662.* 

In Dover, Hampton, and Salisbury the above order was 
executed ; but in Newbury, Walter Barefoot, afterwards 
ilcputy governor of the Province of New Hampshire, put a 
Ntop to the further punishment of '* these vagabond Quakers," 
and sent them out of the colony, claiming that under the law 

' ilioy could not be whipj^ed in more than three towns. 

Two of the Quakers named in the above order, Mary 

J Tompkins and Alice Ambrose, visited Newbury on their 
way to Dover, and were then entertained by John Emery, as 

. ap|K*ars from the following statement : — 

Edward and George Preston, and Mary Tompkins and Alice Am- 
brose, alias Gary, passed eastward to visit the seed of God in those 
'. parts, and in their way through Newbur}', they went into the house of 
; one John Emery, (a friendly man,) who with his wife seemed glad to re- 
ceive them, at whose house they found freedom to stay all night, and 
when the next morning came, the priest, Thomas Parker, and many of 
his followers came to the man*s house, and much reasoning and dispute 
^ there was about truth ; but the priest^s and many of the people's ears 
\ were shut against the truth. And in the time of their discourse, the 
uind striving in Mary Tompkin*s stomach, making some noise, she hav- 
ing received no sustenance for the space of near forty eight hours, one 
' Joseph Pike, after they were departed the town, said ** she had a devil 
j in her." 

V After a while the priest perceiving that the battle might be too hard 

I for him, rose up and took the man of the house and his wife out of doors 
• with him and began to deal with them for entertaining such dangerous 
people. They replied they were required to entertain strangers. The 
I priest said it was dangerous entertaining such as had plague sores upon 
I them. Wn^ich the woman hearing began to take the priest to do for 
j '^ying such false, wicked and malicious words but he hasted away. 
^ Mar}' Tompkins called him to come back again and not to show him- 
self to be one of those hirelings that flee and leave their flocks behind 
them, but he would not turn : and a while after most of the People de- 
^ parted : and when Ipswich Court came thither he was had and fined for 
Entertaining the Quakers.f 

* New Hampthire Provincial Papers, vol. I., p. 343. 

t " New England Judged/' by George Bishop (edition, 170s), pi 
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It appears from an examination of the papers on file at the 
court-house in Salem that the grand jury on the thirty-first 
day of March, 1663, presented John Emery for entertaining 
Quakers, and also for inviting neighbors to come to hear them. 
May 5, 1663, the case was referred to the next court for 
settlement.* 

The following depositions indicate that John Emery had on 
several occasions entertained Quakers, and asserted his right 
to supply them with food and lodging regardless of the restric- 
tions and penalties imposed by the General Court : — * 

The testimony of llenr}' Jaques aged about 44 years satth that 1 
heard Joseph Noyes say that after that time that the Quakers had their 
meeting at John Emerys that he saw two Quakers at John Emerys house, 
and John Emery bade ym welcome, and further saith that I heard Joseph 
Noyes say that John Emery had entertained Quakers, both to bed and 
table, after the time they had their meeting at John Emerys house, and 
this he testified before the church at Newbury, and farther I do testify 
that 1 heard John Emery and his wife say that he had entertained 
Quakers and that he would not put them from his house, and used 
argument for the lawfulness of it Henry Jaques. 

Sworn in Court, May 7, 1663 Before Robert Lord, CUrk.\ 

The Deposition of John rolfe, being about the age of 28 years, this 
Deponent saith that where as John Emery senior did afirme before the 
honoured Court that he had not entertained any quakers in his house 
since that time that the meeting was there when Mr parker was sent for 
& came to them. I Doe testifie that I being at John Emerys, S^ house 
about 3 weeks after that time did see two Quakers there & I herd him 
say to them & som others that were there yt Joseph noyce came to his 
house & told him that there were two quakers coming towards his house 
& wisht him not to entertain them ; he sayd if they came to his house 
they should be welcom & he would not forbid them ; there they were 
when I cam in & there I left them. I was there upon occasion neare an 
houer & there were p^sent in goodman Emerys house, wil Ilsley, sen, & 
John Muselwhite. * 

Sworne in Court at Ipswich 7 May, 1663 

p me Robert Lord, CUric.\ 

The Deposition of Joseph Noyes aged 26 years: This Deponent 
saith yt as he was agoing to Goodman Emeries, senior, he overtook two 
women Quakers, and supposing they would call at y* house of y* fore- 
mentioned John Emmery, he desired him not to entertain y">. But 

• Salera Govt FUct, toI. ix., leaf tj. t Ibid., vol. fau, foHo lo. 



'"" ■' • '■»■ HM II I III ■■ II II I I W PI ■■! ■ ! ipi l w i l l U > I I III II P . II H I 



THE SETTLEMEXT AT MERRiyfACK RIVER \^\ 



\ 



whilst he was in diMTOurse, they came into ye house and there staid until 
he went away. Goodman Emmery was in >*« chamber (as he knows 
l^cause he yn upon an occasion called out to his wife) his wife bein^ in 
\« same room with y^ Quakers. Y« was after y« meeting of ^ quakcis 
at his house wb Mr Parker was y^. Farther he had understood by those 
v* wr eye witnesses y« two men quakers w y entertained very kindly to 
l)cd and table & John Emmerie shook y« by y« hand and bid y* wel- 
come : Ye substance of >'^, he, or his wife in his presence told him, and 
owned it (according to his best remembrance) more y» once. Thb also 
w* severl da)*s after y« meeting above said. 
Taken upon oath 34, 4, 1663 before roe Simon Bradstreet.* 

\Miat disposition was made of this case is uncertain. There 
is no evidence in the records of the courts held at Ipswich, 
Salem, and Boston that a verdict was rendered for or against 
the defendant. March 31, 1663, John Emery was fined four 
|xnmds for entertaining Dr. Henry Greenland, "a stranger** 
nut having a legal residence in the town of Newbury ; and that 
sentence probably led the author of " New England Judged/* 
and other writers since that date, to assert that he was fined 
for entertaining Quakers. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS IN AID OF HARVARD COLLEGE. 

September 8, 1636, the General Court appropriated four 
hundred pounds for the establishment of a school or college at 
Xewtowne (now Cambridge); and in 1638 the Rev. John Har- 
N-ard bequeathed one-half his property and his entire library.for 
its encouragement and support. 

In 1642, overseers were appomted; and November 13, 1645, 
the General Court ordered the deputies of the several towns 
to recommend that " one peck of come, or 1 2** in money or 
oth' coiTiodlty be sent to y* Treasurer for the Colledge at 
Cambridge " from every family in the colony .f 

In 1650, "the President and Fellows of Harvard College** 
were incorporated, and a charter granted imder the seal of the 
Colony of Massachusetts Bay. 

October 19, 1652, the General Court ordered the inhabi- 

^Salem Coort Files, vol. Is , folio m. 

t MaMMhtttetti Colooy Rooords, vol. I., p. Ml 
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tants of the several towns in the colony to choose one or 
more persons to solicit subscriptions for the support of the 
college, and to render an account of the same to the governor 
and deputies at the next session of the court.* 

Many towns responded promptly to this appeal, and prom- 
ised to contribute in proportion to their means. A few asked 
for further time. 

Newberry halh p^mised y« sum of j^ 15.0.0 
Salisbury will return in two months 
Salem will give answer to yc committee in 2 months 
Wenham subscribes the sum of j£6.io.o 
Reading subscribes the sum of ;^ 16. 13.0 
Haverhill will give answer in two months 
Lin will give (to be p<i next year) 6.0.0 
Hampton subscribes y« sum of 1 7.19.0 
Howley subscribes the sum of 38.0.0 

Boston, Roxbury, Ipswich, and other towns, with more 
wealth and resources, pledged larger and more substantial 
sums.f 

The collection of the money, however, seems to have pro- 
ceeded with considerable difficulty, the total receipts falling 
far short of the promised contributions. The Rev. Henry 
Dunster, president of the college at that date, gives the N^arious 
amounts received from the towns in Essex County, as fol- 
lows : — \ 



Lynn .... 


. /i. 0.0 


Newbuiy . . . . 


. . /l.IO.O 


Salem .... 


. . 0. 0.0 


Salisbury . . . . 


. . 0. 0.0 


Ipswich . . . 


. . 5. 0.0 


Hampton ... . 


. . 0. 0.0 


Gloucester . . . 


. . 0.12.0 


Andover . . . . 


. . 0. 0.0 


Rowley .... 


. . 7. 8.7 


HaverhiU . . . . 


. . 0. 0.0 



May 15, 1654, the General Court again ordered the towns 
that had not contributed to the supix)rt of the college to ap- 
point some suitable person to receive subscriptions, and for- 
Nvard them to Increase Nowell, a member of the Court of 
Assistants, " in order that the work of the college may not be 
retarded." 

* Masaachusetts Colony Recor4*, vol. iv., part I., p. loi. 

t MauachusctU Archive*. voL IviH., p. a}. 

I History ol Harvard University, by Jotiah Quinqr, vol. L, p. 4s6. 
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In answer to this appeal some of the towns responded with 
small gifts and contributions. Among these gifts were a 
number of sheep, a pewter flagon, a fruit-dish, a sugar-spoon, 
and sums of money from five shillings to five pounds. 

In 1669, the financial condition of the college >%'as extremely 
discouraging. The buildings were old and out of repair. 
Better and more commodious accommodations were needed, 
and its invested funds amounted to less than one thousand 
pounds. 

In this emergency, John Cutt, Richard Cutt, and Joshua 
MucKly notified the General Court that the inhabitants of 
Portsmouth would contribute sixty pounds annually for seven 
years, " to be improved by the overseers of the college for the 
advancement of good literature there." * 

Donations and contributions to be used in the construction 
of a new library building were urgently solicited by friends of 
the institution in every town in the colony. 

« 

Lynn subscribed jf 20. 0.0 Gloucester subscribed j^5. 0.0 

Ipswich •• 60. 3.2 Andover •• 1 2.10.0 

Rowley ♦* 40. 8.5 VVenham «* 4-11-5 

Newbury •« 21. 4.0 Haverhill •* 18.IO.6 

Marblehead ** 8.19.6 Bradford *• 9. 3.0 

Salisbury •• 17. 0.0 Beverly •* 13. 0.0 

; Topsfield •* 6. 0.0 f 

I 

The collection of these subscriptions was delayed, however, 
from year to year ; and the selectmen of delinquent towns were 

\ at length ordered, May 19, 1680, by the General Court to 

: proride for their payment before September 3, 1680, under 

I penalty of twenty pounds. 

J At a meeting of the selectmen of Newbury, held February 

6, 1679-80, "Joseph Pike constable and Daniel Lunt were 
chosen to gather .the rest of the contribution for the Col- 
ledg." X 

Work was begun on the library building, otherwise known 
as Har\ard Hall, in 1672 ; but, owing to the delay in the col- 

* Massadiusctu Colooy Records, vol. It., part II., p. 4S|. 
t History of Harv&rd Uaiverdty (Qulncj), vol. L, p. folw 
X TowB of Ncwbviy Records, vol. L 
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lection of subscriptions, it was not completed until ten years 
later. It was destroyed by fire in 1764, and with it the most 
x-aluable library and philosophical apparatus in America. 

Subsequently Nathaniel Carter, Tristram Dalton, Jonathan 
Jackson, Rev. John Lowell, and Patrick Tracy, of Newbury, 
with other friends of the college in Boston, Salem, Gloucester, 
and elsewhere, contributed books and money to repair the 
loss the college had sustained; and the General Court ap- 
propriated the sum of two thousand pounds toward the cost 
of rebuilding Har\'ard Hall. 

LEATHER DRESSERS. 

Nicholas Easton, who came with the first settlers to Ncw- 
burj' in 1635, was probably the first person who carried on 
the business of tanning in the town. He owned a dwelling- 
house, with the land under and adjoining the same, on the 
north bank of the river Parker, and lived there until 1637, 
when he was disfranchised by the General Court, and soon 
after removed to Rhode Island. Richard Dole, a dealer in 
hides and leather, purchased the property, and continued in 
business there until 1705.* 

After the settlement of the new town in 1646, repeated ef- 
forts were made to induce some competent leather dresser to 
establish himself in trade in the \icinity of the "trayneing 
green." 

At a meeting of the ffreemen April 19, 1649 There was granted that 
Job Clements should have that freehold that the Towne bought, formerly 
being William Berry his (freehold, to remaine, abide and continue to 
him & his heyrs forever, conditionaly y< he live wti> us heere in Newbury 
exercising his trade four years, or as long as he shall live wt>*in that 
Tearme, and also let the shoemakers of this Towne have the first proffer 
or the forsaking of his leather making him as good pay as othen.t 

This offer did not prove acceptable to Mr. Clements, and 
he decided to remain in Haverhill, where he was then residing. 

November 10, 1663 Leift Pike proposed for his brother Thomas 
Tur\'ill for an acre of land near some spring (so that it do not prejudice 

*"Ould NewbttrT,** pp. 17 and iS. 

t Mcwbiuy Proprictora' Records, vol. I., p. 49. 
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the Towne) for to *et up tanning of Leather & Richard Kent & Hemr 
Short weie appointed to lookout a cronvenient place neere some spring.* 

March 14, 1663-4,31 a general meeting of the townsmen 
" It was voted that there should be an acre of land gi\-en to 
Th'inias Tunill between George Littles & Ilenrj' Jaquesses 
provided he follow his trade of Tanning, and in case he leave 
it in seaven years he shall resignc it up to the Towne, the 
Tuwne i>aying to him all necessary charge he bestows upon 
it, but hereby they grant him no freehold," ' 

In 1664, Richard Knight and William Titcomb"laid out to 
Thomas Thur\'ill according to the grant of the town an acre 
of land on the way to the mill." • 

On account of physical inability to support himself at his 
trade the selectmen were ordered September 19, 1670, to 
send Thomas Tur\ill to his "kinsman," Henry Short, to be 
maintained at the exjiense of the town until his death. 

January 24, 1671-2, he conveyed to Ensign Grecnleaf and 
Caleb Moody, selectmen of the town of Newbury, the land 
that he had received from the town, upon condition that he 
carry on the trade of leather dresser. Being unable by weak- 
ness to perform the condition agreed uix>n, and feeling 
obliged to call upon the town for aid and support, he relin- 
quished his right and title to the land in part payment of the 
charges that had been, and were to be, incurred for his 
benefit.* 

November ^^, 1675 ^^ Selectmen Reckoned with Henry Short for 
keeping Tho : Turvill & there was due to him fourteen pounds & seavco 
shillings the last day o[ November.* 

Ten years later John Bartlet was a tanner of hides at 
Bartlet's Cove. In an agreement made March 19, 1686-7, 
Samuel Bartlet and John Bartlet mention a way " from the 
north west side of the Cove to the Bark house then standing." f 
The business was continued in that locality for nearly two 
centuries. 

Anthony Somerby, grandson of the first schoolmaster of 
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Newbury, was a leather dresser in the vicinity of the " New 
Pond and Trayneing Green." 

Anthony Somerby having proposed to the town for three rods square 
of Ground at a place commonly known by the name of Claddings spring, 
so as may be Convenient for Dressing of leather. The towne by vote 
granted said proposition viz: The land proposed for, to the said 
Anthony Somerby.* 

Tristram Coffin and Henry Short, lot-layers, "according 
to a grant of the town of March 8*\ 1696-7," laid out on the 
eleventh day of March following, "to Anthony Somerby a 
piece of ground of three rods square lying at a place com- 
monly known by the name of Claddings spring f bounded by 
the common or undivided land of Newbury on every side. 
Bounded with a small rock at every corner." | 

March 27, 1699, Ebenezer Knowlton was granted a lot of 
land on the Bradford road " for the purpose of setting up a 
tanners trade " near the land formerly owned by Benjamin 
Lowell, " bounded westerly by a brook and northerly by the 
land of Stephen Emery." § 

MILI^ FOR GRINDING CORN. 

In 1645, the only grist-mill in Newbury was at the falls of 
the Quascacunquen, now Parker river. In that year, or 
the year immediately preceding, Thomas Nelson built a mill 
in Rowley, near the di\iding line between that town and New- 
bur)', on the Mill river, a branch of the Quascacunquen. He 
died in 1648; and on the first day of July, 1654, Richard 
Dummer, of Newbury, executor of the will of Thomas Nelson, 
" sometime of Rowley deceased," sold to John Pearson " one 
half part of the corn-mill at Rowley " with land adjoining the 
same " surrounded with a salt creeke which cometh out of 
Newbury river." || 

Some doubt haung arisen in regard to the right of the 

*Tom-n of Newbury Records. > 

t Gladding* tprinK b a few rods southwesterly from the house formerly owned and occupied 
by the Rer. James Noyct. 

I Town of Newbury Proprietors* RecordiL • 

I Town ol Newbury RecoidiL 

D Ipswidi Deeds, book 11^ p> joo. 
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executor to sell the above-described property, a board of ar- 
bitrators was chosen to adjust the questions in dispute and 
determine the amount due from Richard Dummer to Philip 
and Thomas Nelson, " sons of Thomas Nelson, deceased." 
They re|x;rted October 30, 1657, and again on the twenty- 
sixth day of November, 1658.* Subsequently, the questions 
in dispute were referred to the magistrates and dqjuties of 
the General Court. October 16, 1660, they declared. 

In the case now depending betweene John Peirson of Rowley & M»^ 
Kichard Dummer, referring to the sale of a mill & certaine lands, some- 
tjmes possessed by Mr Nelson of Rowley, deceased, & now sold by 
the sajd M' Dummer to ye s<i Peirson for the vse of the sajd Mr. Nel- 
sons children, the Court judgeth it meet to confirme the sale of the sajd 
mill & land.t 

From the testimony of witnesses given in a suit brought 
by Philip Nelson to recover possession of the property, at 
the Court held in Ipswich March 29, 1692, it appears that 
there was a saw-mill " necr ye south endof ye above said grist 
mill, upon yc land y* ye fulling mill [now] stands on the south- 
erly end of said Grist Mill." \ 

After the death of Philip Nelson his widow and executrix 
sold all her right and interest in these mills to John Pear- 
son, jr., son of John Pearson, sr., who retained possession of 
them for many years. They were owned and occupied by Mr. 
Pearson's descendants until 1840. Since that date they have 
been practically rebuilt ; and, supplied with new and im- 
proved machinery, they are now known as the ** Glen Mills " 
of Rowley. 

MILL ON LITTLE RIVER. 

For the convenience of the inhabitants of Newbury, who 
were to remove from the old town on Parker river to the 
new town on the Merrimack river, in 1645, the erection of a 
grist-mill near the place now known as " Four Rock Bridge," 
was authorized by the following vote passed at a town meet- 
ing held December 18, 1645 : — 

* Ipftwidi Deeds, book I., pp. sat, na (S9>~S9S)* 

t Massadmsem Colony Records, Ik^ IV., part L, p. 440. 

X Ipswich Deeds, book V., p. foe. 
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Whereas the Inhabitants of y« Towne of Newbury at a publique 
meeting have chosen William Gerrish, John Lowle, Richard Knight, 
Henry Short, Richard Kent, Jn', John Pike, Jnr, and William Titcomb 
for to procure a water mill for to be built and set up in s<l Towne to 
grind they come the s<i men have accordingly covenanted & agreed with 
John Emery & Samuel Scullard to effect & perfect the same on these 
terms following: 

1. That the %^ John Emery & Samuel Scullard Do Covenant & 
promise that the s<i Mill shall be sufficiently built & made ready for the 
Townes use to grind the Townes grists at or before the twenty ninth of 
September following. 

2. They likewise promise that the s<i mill shall be sett up between 
Nicholas Holts poynt & Edward Woodmans Bridge, or hear there- 
abouts, this they promise to perform & make good & do hereby firmly 
bind ymselves & theyr heyrs under the penalty of forty pounds forfeiture 
if not done.* 

The committee in behalf of the inhabitants of Newbury 
agreed to pay John Emery and Samuel Scullard the sum of 
twenty pounds in merchantable goods ; to grant them ten acres 
of upland and six acres of meadow land ; to exempt the mill 
from taxation for seven years, and acknowledge it to be a free- 
hold to them and their heirs forever.f 

Samuel Scullard died previous to October, 1647, and his 
widow married John Bishop, who purchased John Emery's in- 
terest in the mill property. As the lawful successor of Sam- 
uel Scullard, deceased, the committee " confirmed upon John 
Bishop his heirs and assigns " all the rights and privileges 
originally conveyed by the above-described agreement. 

June 18, 1663, he sold the mill to Peter Cheney. J Thirty 
years later there was some controversy in regard to the deed 
of conveyance ; and John Bishop denied. May 30, 1682, selling 
the freehold when he sold the mill.§ 

* Newbury PropHctort' Records, toL L, folio $• See alio Suffolk Coart FOcft. Perebcrtoo 
Square, Boston, toI. i.. No. 86 and No. 12513, for certified copies of above agreennent sifned by 
Nathaniel Coffin, ** derc for ye commoners in ye Towne ol Newbury." 

t ** In consideration of John Emery his full satisfaction for his part of the mOl land, the 
Towne Granted unto John Emery tea acres of land lying in the neck, below the House lotta, 
which John Bishop resigned to the Towne for his mill land, to be to y« said John Emeiy hi* 
bey's & assigns forever provided y* there be a way in the most convenient place aocordiag to th« 
agreement the Towne made wth Samuel Scullard.'* Newbury Proprietors* Records, vol. I., p. s6. 

f'Ottld Newbury." p. 104. 

f Newbury Proprietors* Recordsi foHo }• 
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MILL AT ARTICHOKE RIVER. 

TTie freeholders granted, November 22, 1678, to John 
Emer)% jr., ** twelve acres of land on the west side of Arti- 
choke River adjoyneing to his owne land, Proxided that he 
build and maintaine a corne mill to grind the Townes come 
from time to time, and to build it within one yeare and one 
halfe after the Date hereof. And the Inhabitants of the 
Tuwnc to have their corne ground according to their Tumcs 
before any of another towne." ♦ 

This mill was probably built during the year 1679 or 1680. 
December 13, 1686, the town appointed a committee "to lay 
out a convenient highway of such breadth as they shall see 
meet thro* the plaines to Sergeant Emerys mill." For more 
than two centuries the dam \yith the mill privileges at the 
mouth of the Artichoke river have been maintained in good 
order and condition for the grinding of com.f 

i MILL.AT PINE ISLAND. 

I A • 

Upon the petition of John Badger, the town of Newbury, 

March 8, 1 680-1, granted him liberty to use "two rods of 

land over against his house to set up a mill to make oat- 

meale."J The mill was soon after erected, two or three 

hundred rods in a northerly direction from Little Hill, on the 

north side of the highu^ay leading from Parker river to the 

■ Merrimack, and was operated by horse power. 

j May 12, 171 5, Nathaniel Badger sold to his brother-in-law 

Joseph Lunt the house where he then lived, with buildings 

j and utensils belonging to his " oat mill or mault mill," and the 

j land appertaining to the homestead of his honored father, John 

i Badger. § 

j Cutting Lunt, Nathaniel Lunt, and Lois Lunt, children of 

I Joseph Lunt, owned and operated the mill from 1750 to 1785. 

Afterwards Nathan Lunt, son of Cutting Lunt, became 

owner of one-half the property ; and March 2, 1 791, he sold 

,*Tom^ ol Ncwbwy Records. 

t For further deUiU relating to this mill Mt "Ould Newbory," pp. 969 to »74. 

I Tom-n ol Newbury Records. 

f EsMX De«lt. book XXVII., leaf its. 
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his interest in the land and buildings to Nicholas Lunt, who 
continued the manufacture of oatmeal and malt there until the 
year i8io.* 

THE MERRIMACK RIVER. 

The northern boundary of the colony of Massachusetts 
Bay, by a strict construction of its charter, extended from a 
point three miles north of the most northerly part of the Mer- 
rimack river and in an easterly and westerly direction from sea 
to sea. As early as September 6, 1638, the General Court 
passed the following order : — 

Goodman Woodward, Mr John StreUon w^^ an Indian & 2 others, 
appointed by the magistrates of Ipswich, are to lay out the line 3 mile 
northward of the most northermost part of Merrimacke for wch they are 
to have 5* a day a pecce.f 

June 6, 1639, Goodm Nathaniell Woodward was ordered to have three 
pounds for his journey to discover the runing vp of Merrimacke: lo* 
more was aded by order of the Governor & Deputies. 

And they wch went with him, Tho : Howlet, Sargent Jacob, The : 
Garke & John Manning to have 50* a peece for their 10 days a peece 
spent according to the former order; and John Clarke to have [ ] for 
going w^ them & staying for them till their retume. } 

In October, 1641, the government of the colony of Mass- 
achusetts Bay was extended to the Piscataqua river by the 
adoption of the following order : — 

Whereas it appeareth that by the extent of the line, (according to o' 
patent,) that the r)'ver Pascataquack is w^^in the jurisdiction of the 
Massachusetts, & conference being had (at several] times) w^ the said 
people, & some deputed by the Generall Court, for the setteling & estab- 
lishing of order in the administration of justice there, it is now ordered, 
by the Gemall Court, houlden at Boston, the 9*^ day of the 8*^ mo, 1641 
& w<h the consent of the inhabitants of the said ryver as followeth : 

Imp': That from henceforth the said people inhabiting there are & 
shalbee accepted & reputed under the government of the Massachusetts, 
as the rest of the inhabitants wfi^in the said jurisdiction are &c. § 

The heirs of Capt. John Mason protested against this as- 
sumption of authority, and claimed control of the territory 

•Sc« Essex Deeds, book XCIX., leaf 163 ; book CM., leaf 33 : book CIX., leaf la ( book 
CXXIV., leal 204; book CXLV., leaf 148 ; book CLII., leaf 142 ; book CCIX., leaf 154 ; Oof- 
fia*t History of Newbury, p. 134. 

t Massachusetts Colooy Records, vol. I., p. 137. X Ibid., p. a6i. f Ibid., p. 34a. 
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from the Merrimack river to the Kennebec river, under a 
charter granted by King James I. in 1622. The General 
Court, however, reasserted its claim to the disputed territory, 
and appointed, June I, 1652, Capt. Symon Willard and Capt. 
Edward Johnson commissioners "to pVure such artists & 
«>thcr assistants as they shall judge meete to goe w* them, to 
findo out the most northerly p'te of the Mcrrimacke Riuer, and 
tliat they be supplyed withall maAcr of necessaries by the 
Treasurer fitt for their journey, and that they use their \'ttmost 
skill and abillitie to take a true obserxation of the latitude of 
tlie place and that they doe it withall convenient speed and 
make returne thereof at the next session of this Court." ♦ 

The commissioners employed Serjeant John Sherman, <rf 
Watcrtowne, and Jonathan Ince, a student at Harxrard Col- 
lege, to accompany and assist them in their investigations. 
October 19, 1652, they reported to the General Court that 
by careful astronomical obser\'ations they found the head of 
the Merrimack river " where it issues out of the lake called 
Winnapuscakit " was in the latitude of forty-three degrees, 
forty minutes, and twelve seconds (43° 40' 12"), and that the 
boundary line of the colony, begining three miles north of that 
point, extended in an easterly direction to the sea.f 

In 1654, Mr. Jonas Clark and Samuel Andrews, "both well 
skilled in Mathematics," were appointed to mark with a heap 
of stones, or in some other suitable way, the northern boun- 
dary, or limit, of the colony on the seacoast. They reported 
that a line from lake Winnipiseogee to the Atlantic ocean, 
three miles north of the latitude given above, would fall upon 
an island called the " Upper Clapboard Iland, about a quarter 
of a mile from the mayne in Casco Bay." % 

Over this vast territory the colony of Massachusetts Bay 
claimed jurisdiction until the year 1679, when the province of 
New Hampshire was created by an act of Parliament, and the 
towns of Dover, Exeter, Hampton, and Portsmouth became a 
part of that province. Subsequently, the boundary line be- 
tween New Hampshire and Massachusetts was the occasion 
of a long controversy that was not finally adjusted and settled 
until 1899. 

* Massadiaicttt Colooy Records, vol. hr., part I., p. 9S. t lUd., p. 109. % Ibid., p. mj. 
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PETITION FOR THE RELEASE OF ROBERT PIKE. 

The General Court passed an order, May i8, 1653, declar- 
ing it to be unlawful for any person to preach in any town in 
the colony without the consent of the elders of four neighbor- 
ing churches or by the approval of the county court. Robert 
Pike, of Salisbury, boldly denounced this act as an unjustifia- 
ble interference with the personal rights and privileges of 
freemen, and farther said " several churches had called theire 
members to accompt which did act in that lawe making, and 
that some places were about to show theire minds to the Gen- 
erall Court about it." ♦ 

August 30, 1653, Lieut. Pike was ordered to appear at the 
General Court and answer for his intemperate zeal and sedi- 
tious speech. He was disfranchised September 7, 1653^ and 
prohibited from holding public office in the town or in the 
colony. A fine of twenty marks, equal to thirteen pounds, 
six shillings, and eightpence, was imposed as an additional 
penalty ; and he was required to give bonds for his good be- 
havior during the court's pleasure.* 

The prompt and vigorous measures adopted by the General 
Court to assert its rights and protect its members from criti- 
cism and censure aroused a strong feeling of indignation among 
the inhabitants of Newbury, Haverhill, Andover, Hampton, 
and Salisbury. Petitions were prepared and circulated in 
these towns asking that the fine and punishment imposed upon 
" Lieutenant Robert Pike " be remitted. Several of these 
petitions are on file at the State House in Boston, but many 
of the signatures can hardly be deciphered and some arc illeg- 
ible. The petition from Newbury reads as follows : f — 

The humble petition of the inhabitants of Newbury, to the honored 
Genera] Court now assembled at Boston, showeth : 

That whereas our loving friend, Lieutenant Robert Pike, of Salisbury, 
hath by occasion, as it is witnessed against him, let fall some words for 
which the honored Court hath been pleased [to censure him] we having 
had experience that he hath been a peaceable man and a useful instru- 
ment ... do therefore humbly desire this honored Court that the said 

* MaHachusetu Colony Records, toI. hr., part I., p. 156. 

t MasnchoMtu Archives, vol. s., leaf 199. Sec also '* The Ntw Porftaa," pp. 44 and 4f. 
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sentence may be [revoked] and that the said Lieutenant PDce be 
restored to his former liberty. So . . . pray &c. 



Richd. Kent, Jun. 
\V«» Moody 
Daniel Pcirce 
Geo. Little 
Saml Moody 
Richd. Dole 
John Poore 
Dan Thurston 
Joseph Plummer 
Richd Thurly 
John Wolcot 
John Hull 
Rob. Adams 
\Vn» Chandler 
John Tillotson 
John Haily 
John Wheeler 
Rob. Cooper 
Richd. Kent, Sen. 



W" Titcombe 
John Bartlett 
Tho. Browne 
Richd. Bartlett 
Gyles Cromlome 
Aquilla Chase 
Edw. Richardson 
Wn Richardson 
John Bishop 
Sam Poore 
John Hutchins 
\V« Sawyer 
Richd. Fitts 
John Bond 
Chris Bartlett 
James Ordway 
Edwd. Woodman 
Stephen Swett 
Wm lUly 
Tho Smith. 



Benj Swett 
Joseph Swett 
Steph. Greenleaf 
Anthony Morse 
Henry Lunt 
Solomon Kyet 
Tristram Coffin 
Francis Plummer 
Sam. Plummer 
Dan Thurston 
W»» Cottle 
John Rolfe 
John Muslewhite 
John Emery, Sen. 
John Emery, Jun. 
Sam Moore 
Nich. Batt 
John Cheney J^^^ 
Daniel Cheney 



This petition, with several other petitions from neighboring 
towns, was presented to the General Court at a session held 
May 14, 1654. The deputies as well as the magistrates were 
cndcntly disturbed and irritated by this unexpected display of 
friendship for Lieut. Robert Pike, and promptly appointed a 
committee of investigation. 

In answer to the petiCon of Hampton, Salisbury, Newbery, HaveriU 
& Andover, subscribed by severall in each toune, this Court cannot but 
deeply resent that so many psons of seuerall tounes, condiCons & rela- 
tions, should com^nc together to psent such an vnjust & vnreasonable 
request as the revoaking the sentance past the last Court, agt Left Robt 
Pike & the restoring of him to his former libertie, wtN>ut any petiCon of 
his oune, or least acknowledgment of his great offence, fully proved 
against him, which was no lesse then defaming this Court, and charging 
them wth breach of oath &c wch the petiConers call some words lett fall 
by occasion. The court doth therefore order in this extraordinary case, 
that Mr Bradstreet for Hauerill & Andover, Cap< Wiggins for Hampton, 
Capt Gerrish & Nichd Noies for Newbery, & Mr Winsly & Mr Brad- 
bury for Salisbury, shall & heereby are appointed Comisioners to call 
the said petiConers in the seuerall tounes together, or so many of them 
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at a time as they shall think meete & require a reason of theire vnjust 
request & how they came to be induced to subscribe the sd petiCon & so 
make theire retoume to the next sessions, that the Court may consider 
how to pceed farther therein.* 

In October, 1654, Capt. William Gerrish and Nichohs 
Noycs reported to the General Court the reasons given for 
signing the petition by the men of Newbury : — 

Francis Plummer and Robert Morse say the reason is because he is 
a useful man, and thought they might petition without offence. It 
was in the liberty of the Court to accept it or reject it and . . . they 
could not see they had done amiss in petitioning. 

John Bishop being desired to go into the meeting house to explain 
. . . about the petition he said he could not stay, but the constable said 
he must He came into the house before us ; said, would the General 
Court have the reasons, they are in the petition, and that was all he 
would say, and so turned his back and away he went 

Benjamin Swett saith every free subject hath liberty to petition for 
any that had been in esteem, without offence to any. 

John Emery demanded our Commission and the sight of the petition, 
and then would answer. Being produced, he answered we had no power 
to demand who brought him the petition ; and hearing John Bond make 
answer, told him he was a wise man in a bold, flouting manner. His 
carriage' we conceive was [insulting].! 

Others said they were friends of Robert Pike and out of respect for 
hin^ they petioned for his release, while others confessed that they were 
ignorant of the words spoken by him & sentence imposed upon hiro 
by the Gen. Court and intended no offence to that honorable body in 
asking for his release. 

After a careful examination of the answers returned by the 
men from Newbury and other towns in the xncinity, the Gen- 
eral Court ordered November i, 1654, the petitioners whose 
answers were not satisfactory to appear at the county court 
'and give bonds in thfe sum of ten pounds to answer for their 
several offences. The names of the Newbury men "to be 
summoned by warrant from the dark of the court " were : 
"Jno Emery, Sen, Jno Hull, Jn® Bishop, Benjamin Swett, 
Daniell Thirston, Jun. Joseph Plomer, Daniell Cheny, Jn® 
Wilcott." X 

* Maaudiustu Colooy Records, toL It., part I., pt. 194. 

t MasuchuMtts Archives, toI. z., p. 199. " Ths Ntw Poritsa/' pp. 44 sad 45- 

I MsMschtttctts Cdony Records, voL Vt^ psrt I., p. stf. 
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The objectionable order relating to public preaching in the 
colony was repealed August 30, 1653 ; but at the same time 
it was enacted " that every person that shall publish and main- 
tainc any hetrodoxe and erronjous doctorine shalbe Ij-able to 
bo questioned and censured by the County Court where he 
livcth according to the meritt of his offence." ♦ 

TTie sentence imposed upon Lieut. Pike was not revoked 
until several years later, as appears from the following order 
adopted by the General Court October 23, 1657: — 

In ansr to the peti^on of Robert Pike, humbly desiring y« courts 
favor his fine being paid, to remitt to him & release him from the other 
pte of the Courts former sentence against him, M' Worcester y« pastor 
of yc church at Salisbury appearing on y« behalfe of the petiConer and 
acknowledging himself much bound to the court if they would be 
pleased to graunt y« said Pikes request, the court grants his requestf 



NEWBURY IN 1654. 

In the thirty-first chapter of the history of New England, 
otherwise known as " Wonder Working Providence <rf Sions 
Sauour," by Edward Johnson, printed in London in 1654, is 
the following description of Newbury : — 

In the latter end of this yeare (1634) two sincere servants of Christ 
inabled by him with gifts to declare his minde unto his people, came 
over this broad Ocean, and began to build the Tenth Church of Christ 
at a Towne called Newberry, their names being Mr. James Noise and 
Mr. Thomas Parker, somewhat differing from all the former, and after 
mentioned Churches in the preheminence of their Presbytery, and it 
.were to be wished that all persons who have had any hand in those hot 
|Contentions, which have fallen out since, about Presbyterian and Inde> 
pendent Government in Churches, would have looked on this example, 
^^comparing it with the Word of God, and assuredly it would have stayed 
(all the godly at least) of either part from such unworthy expressions as 
have passed to the grief of many of Gods people ; And I doubt not 
but this History will take of that unjust accusation and slanderous im- 
putation of the rise of that floud of errors and false Doctrines sprung up 
of late, as flowing from the Independent or rather Congregationall 
Churches. But to follow on, this Town is situate about twelve miles 
from Ipswitch, neere upon the wide venting streames of Merrimac River, 

* Muachatcttt Coloay Records, toL It., part I^ p. 151. tlUdL, p. %%%, 
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whose strong current is such that it hath forced its passage through the 
mighty Rocks, which causeth some sudden falls, and hinders Shipping 
from having any accesse far into Land, her bankes are in many places 
stored with Oken Timber of all sorts, of which that which they com- 
monly cali*d white Oke is not inferiour to our English Timber; in this 
River lie some few Islands of fertill Land, this Towne is stored with 
Meddow and upland which hath caused some Gentlemen (who brought 
over good Estates, and finding then no better way to improve them,) to 
set upon husbandry, amongst whom that Religious and sincere hearted 
servant of Christ Mr. Richard Dummer, sometime a Magistrate in this 
little Common-wealth, hath holpen on this Town ; their houses are built 
very scattering, which hath caused some contending about removall of 
their place for Sabbath- Assemblies ; their Cattell are about foure hun- 
ared head, with store of Corne-land in tillage, it consists of about sev- 
enty families ; the soules in Church fellowship are about an hundred, 
the teaching Elders of this Congregation have carried it very lovingly 
toward their people, permitting of them to assist in admitting of persons 
into Church-society, and in Church-censures, so long as they Act regu- 
larly, but in case of their male-administration, they assume the power 
wholly to themselves, their godly life and conversation hath hitherto 
been very amiable, and their paines and Care over their flock not in- 
feriour to many others, and being bound together in a more stricter 
band of love than ordinary with promise to spend their dayes together 
(if the Lord please) * . . . 

In the fourteenth chapter, Book Second, the Merrimack 
river is described as follows : — 

Salsbury being seated upon the broad swift torrent of Merrimack, a 
very goodly River to behold were it not blockt up with some suddaine 
falls through the rocks : over against the Towne lyeth the Towne of 
Newberry, on the Southern side of the River, a constant Ferry being 
kept between \ for although the River be about half a mile broad, yet, ■ 
by reason of an Island that lies in the midst tliereof, it is the better • 
passed in troublesom weather; the people of this Towne have of late i 
placed their dwellings so much distanced the one from the other, that I 
they are likely to divide into two churches ; the scituation of this Towne I 
is very pleasant, were the River Navigable farre up, the branches thereof \ 
abound in fair and good medowes with good store of stately Timber 
upon the uplands.! 

. NEWBURY IN i66a 

When Governor Winthrop arrived in New England in 
1630, Samuel Maverick was settled at Noddle*s Island, now 

* MMsachuaens HUterkal CoDcctioM. Second Serici, toI. UL, p^ 144. 
tlMd.,voLrtt.,|>.il 
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East Boston, and had been there for several years. In 1660, 
Maverick is supposed to have written the following account 
of Newbur)' and other towns on the Merrimack river : — 

Seven Miles to the Southward of Hampton is Meromack River oa 
the Mouth of which on the North side is seatted a Large Towne called 
Sallisbur}% and 3 miles above it a village called old Salisbury where 
ther is a Saw Mill or two. The commodities this Towne afifordt are 
Corne, Cattle, Boards and Pipe Staues. 

Four leagues up this River is Haverell, a pretty Towne & a few miles 
higher is the Towne of Andouer, both these Townes subsist by Hus- 
bandry. 

At the mouth, on the southside of Meromeck and upwards, u seated 
the Towne of Newbury. The Houses stand at a good distance from 
each other, a feild and Garden between each house, and so on both sides 
the street for 4 miles or therabouts ; betweene Salisbury and this Towne 
the river is broader than the Thames at Deptford, and in the suffler 
abounds with sturgeon, salmon, and other ffresh water fish. Had we 
the art of takeing and saveing the sturgeon it would prove a very great 
advantage, the Country affording vinegar and other roaterialls to do it 
wtthaU. In this Towne and old Newbury adjoining are 2 meeting- 
houses.* 



DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN NEWBURY AND ROWLEY. 

A farm of three hundred acres was granted Edu'ard Wood- 
man, in 1660, by the General Court ; but it was subsequently 
claimed that the land had previously been granted to the in- 
habitants of Newbury, that it u'as wholly within the limits of 
the town, and that the order of the court should be reconsid- 
ered and repealed. 

The order, adopted October 16, 1660, reads as follows: — 

In anwsr to y« petition of Mr Edward Woodman, humbly desiring the 
favour of this Court in graunting him a parcell of land lying betweene 
Rowley & Newbury lynes, the Court judgeth it meete to graunt him 
three hundred acres there.f 

May 21, 1 66 1, the subject was again brought to the atten- 
tion of the General Court, and the following order was then 
passed: — 

* New England Genealoficml RegUter, Jaaoarj, 188$, pt. }$• 
t MasMcfauicttt Colony Records, vol. hr., part I., p. 44»i 
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In answer to the petition of the inhabitants of y« toune of Newbury, 
the Court, having heard the petitioners in behalfe of the toune of New* 
bury & Mr Woodman, relating to Newbury Ijne & this Courts grant of 
a farme of three hundred acres of land in October last, finding that the 
Ijne of Newbury bounds being, for at least twenty years, lajd out ad- 
joyning to Rouley Ijne & perambulated according to order of this Court, 
shall be & remajne to Newbury wtN>ut any farther challenge or clajroe 
from any toune or person, and that M^ Woodman's grant as to y^ place 
is hcerby declared null & vojd, Mr Woodman hauing consented thereto, 
yet are willing to allow M^ Woodman his three hundred acres formerly 
granted in any free place not formerly graunted & not hindering a plan- 
tation.* 

At a meeting of the selectmen of Newbury, held May 3, 
1669, It was voted "that ffrancis browne & John Emery, 
Jun', shall go next Munday to meet Rowley men at Rowley 
Mill to go with John Knight or John Poore to run the lyne 
between our bounds & Rowley." f 

John Peirson, sr., and Philip Nelson, who were appointed 
April 9, 1672, by the inhabitants of Rowley, to run the line 
between that town and Newbury, " did so do on Monday, 
April 15, 1672."! 

' PENNACOOK, N.H^ AND WOODBRIDGE, N.J. 

Although land in Newbury was abundant, the soil fertile, 
and the " upper woods " undivided until the close of the year 
1686, many of the early settlers were induced, by various 
considerations, to remove with their families to places more 
or less remote, where they could unite with others in the 
organization and development of new towns. They were 
prominently identified with the settlement at Salisbury, at 
Hampton, at Rowley, at Haverhill, and at Andover, previous 
to the close of the year 1645. In 1659, they obtained the 
right to establish a town " at a place called Pennecooke," now 
Concord, N.H. ; and the same year they were granted, condi- 
tionally, a tract of land large enough for a township on the 
banks of the Saco' river. 

The petition for liberty to settle at Pennacook reads as 
follows : — 

* MasMchusetti Colony Records, toI. It., part II., p. 7. 
t To«-« ol Nembary Records. 
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To THE HONEREO COURTE NOW ASSEMBLED AT BoSTOlt: 

The humble petecyon of us whose names are ondeiwrhten, btti^ 
iohabytant of this jurisdiction, and beinge senseable of the need of 
multiplyinge of towneshippes for the inlargemeant of the contrey and 
accommodateinge of such as want opportunity to improve themselves, 
have taken into consideration a place which is called Pennecooke, which 
by reporte is a place fit for such an one. Now the humble request of 
your petitioners to this honred Courte is, that we may have the grant 
of a tracke of land there to the quantity of twelve miles square, which, 
being granted, we shall give up ourselves to be at the cost and chaige 
of vewinge it, and consider fully about it, wheather to proceed 00 for 
the settlinge of a towne or noe, and for that end shall crave the Uberty 
of three yeares to give in our resolution ; and in case that wee doe pro- 
ceed, then our humble request is, that we may have the grant of our 
freedome from publique charge for the space of seaven yeares after the 
time of our resolution given into the Honerd Courte for our encourage- 
ment to settle a plantation soe furr remote as knowinge that many wiQ 
be our inconvenyences (for a long time) which we must expeckt to meet 
with, all which desires of ours beinge ansered, your petetioners shall 
ever pray for the happyness of this Honred Courte, and rest your humble 
petitioners. 



Richard Walderne 
Vall: Hill 
Peter Coffin 

hit 

John X Hird 

mark 

William Ffurbur 
Roger Plaisteed 
Edward Woodman 
John Pike 
Abraham Toppan 
Benja: Swett 
George Litteix 



John Bayley 
John Cheiney 
Nathaniel Wearb 
robard coker 
John Poors 
Robert Rogers 
Edward Richardson 
WiLUAM Cotton 
John Wolcott 
John Bond ^ 
William Titcomb • 






May 18, 1659, a committee consisting of Thomas Danforth, 
Edw-ard Johnson, and Eleazer Lusher reported in favor of 
granting the petitioners a plantation eight miles square, pro- 
N*ided they report to the General Court in October, 1660, their 
resolution to carry on the work, " and that within two years 
then next ensuing there be 20 families ther' settled." The 
deputies and magistrates accepted this report, " and consented 

•MasMchoMttt Archiret. toI. cxi^ pp. 117, iil Richaid Waldcni^ VaII: HiU, PetM* 
Coffin. John Hird, WUIiam Fwber, nsd Roger PUutcd, who rignod the aborepctilioa.* 
Dovtr, N.H. : th« other pntitkiotrB vera from Newbuiy. 
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thereto"; but the conditions imposed upon the petitioners 
were not complied with, and the grant was subsequently de- 
clared forfeited. Concord was not settled until nearly seventy 
years later. January 17, 1725-6, the General Court of Mas- 
sachusetts, "William Dummer, Lieut Governor, consenting 
thereto," appointed a committee of nine to lay out a township 
at Pennacook "where Contocook river falls into Merrimack 
river." Rev. Enoch Coffin, son of Nathaniel Coffin, of New- 
bury, accompanied the committee as chaplain, and encamped 
with them at a place called " Sugar Ball plain " Friday, May 
14, 1726, and on the Sunday following "performed divine 
ser\ice both parts of the day." House lots were laid out and 
surveyed, and in 1727 they were assigned to proprietors who 
had previously been appointed or elected by the committee. 
February 27, 1733-4, the plantation was incorporated "a 
separate and distinct township by the name of Rumford." 

In 1740, the northern boundary of Massachusetts was defi- 
nitely fixed and established, by the king and his* council, 
" beginning at a point three miles north of the Merrimack river 
at its mouth and thence following the course of that river to 
a point due north of Pawtucket Falls." By this decision the 
town of Rumford, now Concord, fell within the limits of the 
province of New Hampshire. 

Among those who received six acres or more in the first 
dixnsion of land made at Pennacook, in 1727, were the follow- 
ing men from Newbury : Rev. Enoch Coffin, Rev. Bezaleel 
Toppan (son of Rev. Christopher Toppan), Thomas Coleman, 
Joseph Hale, Andrew Mitchell, Henry Rolfe, and Samuel, 
son of Samuel, and grandson of Dr. Peter Toppan.* 

A petition in regard to a new plantation on the Saco river, 
was granted by the General Court November 12, 1659, as fol- 
lows : — 

In aosr to the petiCon of M^ Edward Woodman & other inhabitants 
of Newbury, humbly craving the favo^ of this Court to graunt them a 
new plantation on Saco River westward of the bounds of Saco &c. the 
Court judgeth it meete to graunt the petitioners eight miles square in 
the place desired, provided they giue in theire resolutions, as is exprest 
in theire petiCon, in one year ensuing this date.t 

* History of Coocofd (BoulonX pp. S7~>40. 

t MMsacbtttctu Colony Records, vol. hr., part I., p. 40a. 
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May 31, 1660, Mr. Edward Rishworth and Robert Booth 
Acre authorized to lay o«it and detennine the bounds of the 
new plantation ; and the petitioners were freed from the pay- 
r;!cnt fA taxes fr>r six years, ^ provided that they have twenty 
I jmilics & an able minister, such as shall be approved of by 
•this Court, sctled there in fowcr yccres." ♦ 

March 12, 1664, Kin^^ Charles II. issued a royal decree 
;;ranting to James, Duke of York, a large tract of hnd now 
kn«j%vn as New Jersey. February 10, 1664-5, Philip Carteret 
was appointed governor of the tcrritor}'; and every freeman 
who settled there was given one hundred and fifty acres of 
land, provided he brought with him six months* prmiuoo, a 
;;4K)d musket, ten {Xiunds of powder, ** and not less than twenty 
ptjunds of bullets, twelve bullets to the pound.** 

Daniel Pierce, Joshua Pierce, John Pike, John Pike, jr^ 
l*homas Blomfield, Thomas Blomfield, jr., John Blomfield, 
John Cromwill, Samuel Hale, Jonathan Haynes, Elisha 
llsley, Henry Jaques, Henry Jaqucs, jr., Stephen Kent, 
Stephen Kent, jr., George Little, Hugh March, Samuel 
Moore, Matthew Moore, John Smith, Abraham Toppon, Na- 
than Webster, Obadiah Ayres, Richard Worth, and others 
went from Newbury to New Jersey, where they laid out and 
settled the town of " Woodbridge," so called in honor of the 
Rev. John Woodbridge, assistant minister of the first church 
of Newbury.f Some of the persons named in the above list 
tcxik an active part in the organization of the town govern- 
ment, and were afterwards prominent in the management of 
its affairs ; but a few, dissatisfied with the apportionment of 
land and the assessment of taxes, remained there for two (Mr 
three years, and then returned to Newbury. 

The town of Woodbridge still retains the name it received 
in 1668. It is on the Perth Amboy & Woodbridge Rafl- 
road, in Middlesex County, in the State of New Jersey, about 
five miles south of Rahway and twenty-four miles southwest 
of New York City.J 

* MaiMchtttctH Colony Records, vol. hr., part I^ p. 4>i* 

t Ntw JcrMy CoIoqUI DocumcaU, toL L, p. fo; alto. Early Hittorj of Ptrth Ambof 
(^lihchMd), pp. 3ss-l6y. 

I Nearly a ctotvry later a township in the Cofle country on the Conooclicnt rhrer vat 
Capl. Jacob Bayley for servkca in the French war. Capl. Bayley was bora in Newbnry, Mi 
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO KING CHARLES IL 



Oliver Cromwell died September 3, 1658. His son Richard 
succeeded him as lord protector. In the confusion that fol- 
lowed the downfall of the government, the resignation of 
Richard Cromwell and his retirement to private life, Charles 
II. was proclaimed King of England Miy 8, 1660. He ar- 
rived in London May 29, 1660, having left the Hague six days 
before. 

This event occasioned considerable anxiety in the colony of 
Massachusetts Bay; and, December 19, 1660, the General 
Court addressed a letter "To the high & mighty Prince 
Charles the Second by the grace of God, King of Great 
Britajne, Fraunce & Ireland, Defender of the Faith &c.," be- 
seeching him to favor and protect the colony in its chartered 
rights and privileges, and also a letter " to the Lords & Com- 
mons in Parliament assembled," urging them to provide for 
an amicable adjustment of the differences relating to the gov- 
ernment of the territory between the Merrimack river and 
Casco bay. 

These letters were intended to convey to his Majesty and 
to Parliament assurances of loyalty and fidelity, and also to 
explain and apologize for some measures that it had been 
thought necessary to adopt for the protection and government 
of the colony of Massachusetts Bay. In April, 1661, when 
it became known that an order had been received from the 
king for the apprehension of Col. Edward Whalley and Col. 
William GofTe, two of the judges who signed the warrant for 
the execution of King Charles I., then supposed to be living 
in the neighborhood of Boston, the inhabitants of the colony 
were greatly alarmed. 

July 19, I7a6w He married Prudence Noyct October i6, 1745, and removed to Hanpetcad, 
N.H., two years later, where he organtacd, in 1756, a company for service in tho expedition to 
Lake Georj^. May iS, 1763, he obuined, by the advice and assistance of his brother-in-law, Col. 
Moses Little, a grant of land, now in the State of Vermont, on the westerly side of the Connecti- 
cut river, where he began the settlement of a town to which he gave the name Newbury. He waft 
afterwards prominent in tho Revolutionary war, and served as quartermaster-general in thn 
Continental army. 

Col. Moses Little, bom in Newbury, May 8, 1714, was also an oficer in the army during tht 
Revolutionary war. He owned, with others, a large tract of hnd in New Hampshire, ezlenA^ 
fifteen miles along the Connecticut river. In 1784, this land was surveyed, and ^vidcd b et we en 
the towns of Littleton, named for him, and Dalton, named for Hon. Tristram Dalton, of New- 
boryport, who was also one of the original granteta. 
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Petitions from Ne>\bur)', Ipswich, Sudbury, Boston, and 
other towns were presented to the General Court, asking for 
a prompt compliance with the demands of the king. June lo, 
1661, the General Court declared, in answer to the petition- 
ers, that it had not been altogether negligent in pro\iding iot 
the enforcement of the laws against criminals, and therefore 
desiring the petitioners to rest satisfied with what had been 
done.* 

The same day a special committee, that had been appointed 
several days before, reported, in regard to the condition of af- 
fairs in the colony and the rights and duties of freemen, that 
certain laws and privileges should be asserted and maintained, 
and also that " Wee further judge that the warrant & letter 
from the kings maj'^ for the app'hending of Col Whallcy & 
Col Goffe, ought to be diligently & faithfully executed by 
the authority of this country. And also, that the Generall 
Court may doe safely to declare that in case (for the future) 
any legally obnoxious, & flying from the civil justice of the 
state of England, shall come ouer to these partes, they may 
not heere expect shelter." * 

Intimations having been received from England that the 
public acknowledgment of the king, in the colony of Massa- 
chusetts Ifey, should be no longer delayed, the General Court 
at a special session held August 7, 1661, ordered the procku 
mation to be made the next day.f August eighth, Edward 
Rawson, then secretary of the colony, in the presence oL-the 
governor, deputy governor, magistrates, deputies, and elders, 
with " ffower ffoote Companjes, one troope of horse, & mas- 
ters of shipps in harlx/ attending," assembled in Boston, pro- 
claimed and acknowledged submission to Charles II., "laufull 
King of Great Brittajne, France & Ireland & all other the 
territorjes & dominions thereunto belonging." 

April 25, 1664, Col. Richard Niccolls, Sir Robert Carr, 
George Cartwright, Esq., and Samuel Maverick, Esq., were 
appointed by the king to visit the colonies in New Eng- 
land, to examine and determine all complaints, and hear 
appeals from all military, criminal, and civil courts. Two of 

• MunatMettt Coloay Racords, voL hr^ put II., p. j«. t Ibid., ^ j^ 
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the commissioners arrived in Boston July 23, 1664, and were 
graciously received by the governor and his council. 

The members of the General Court, however, were much 
disturbed by the appointment of these royal commissioners, 
and, October 19, 1664, voted to make an address or statement 
of their grievances, beginning as follows : — 

To THE Kings Most Excellent Majtt 

The humble supplication of the Gea'U Court of the Massachusetts 

colony in New England. 
Dread Soueraigne : — 

If your poore subjects, who haue remooved themselves into a remote 
comer of the earth to enjoy peace wt>t God & man, doe in this day of 
thcire trouble prostrate themselves at your royal feete & begg your 
favor, wee hope it will be graciously accepted by your majestie, and that 
as the high place you sustejne on earth doeth number you here among 
the gods, so you will imitate the God of heaven in being ready to main- 
teyne the cause of the afflicted & the right of the poore, & to receive 
their crjes and addresses to that end.* 

After quoting the favorable opinions expressed by his 
Majesty in several letters addressed to the colony of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, they beseech him to listen to their griex'dnces 
and to restrain and limit the power and authority conferred 
upon the commissioners. They assert that the proposed 
changes in the administration of justice and the management 
of public affairs will force his subjects in New England to 
seek new homes elsewhere, " or sink & faint under burdens 
that will be to them intollerable." In conclusion they say, "at 
our request let our government liue, our patent Hue, our mag- 
istrates Hue, our lawes and libertjes liue, our religious enjoy- 
ments liue; so shall wee all haue yet further cause to say 
from our heart, * Let the king liue forever : ' and the bless- 
ing of them that were ready to perish shall come vpon your 
majesty, hauing deliuered the poore that cryed & such as had 
none to help them." 

May 3, 1665, the commissioners presented to the General 
Court the letters and instructions received from the king in 
regard to the condition of affairs in the colony of Massachu- 
setts Bay, and a committee was appointed to examine them 

* Muiadtoactu Colooy Records, voL hr., p«it 11^ p. i»^ 
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and consider what answer should be made. Newbury was 
not represented at this session of the General Court, and was 
fined ten pounds for not sending a deputy. Although the 
freemen of Newbury were e\idently reluctant to antagonize 
the \'iews and wishes of the king as expressed in his instruc- 
tions to the commissioners, and were anxious to avoid a contest 
that was likely to prove embarrassing, there is no evidence 
that they attempted to e\-ade their political duties or re- 
sponsibilities. At all events, the fine was remitted by the 
General Court October i6, 1666. 

Meanwhile the negotiations between the commissioners and 
the General Court, having been conducted with considerable 
vigor for more than twelve months, were abruptly terminated, 
the commissioners left Boston for the pro\niKe of New 
Hampshire, and soon after returned to England. April lo, 
1666, Sir William Morrice, secretary of state under King 
Charles II., notified Richard Bellingham, governor of the 
colony of Massachusetts Bay, that his Majesty was displeased 
with the condition of affairs and had decided to recall his 
commissioners, and request the General Court to elect two 
or three suitable persons to go A^'ith Governor Bellingham 
and Major William Hawthorne to England, in order to ex- 
plain to his Majesty why they refused to accept the amend- 
ments to the charter and the revision of the laws proposed 
by the commissioners.* 

A special session of the General Court u-as held in Boston, 
September 11, 1666, to consider this important communica- 
tion. The elders of the churches were desired to be present 
and give their adxice in the weighty matters under discussion. 
A letter was prepared and ordered to be sent to his Majesty's 
secretary- of state, criticising the conduct of the commissioners 
and declining to send representatives to England, having 
already submitted in writing their objections to the proposed 
amendments to their charter, " and therefore cannot expect 
that the ablest persons among us could be in a capacity to 
declare our cause more fully." f 

• H vtckmsoa's History of Mawachuictu, vol. L, ApficB^s sis. 
t Mnaadunctti Colooj Rooordi, T«L hr., pMt II., p. tif. 
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At the same session of the court, petitions favoring the 
adoption of conciliatory measures and the repeal of all legisla- 
tive acts displeasing to the king were presented from several 
towns in the colony. 

"The humble Petition of the town of Newberry" states 
that the petitioners have been informed that his Majesty has 
lately sent to the governor and council letters expressing dis- 
satisfaction with the result of the commissioners \isit to New 
England, and that he has ordered the governor, with several 
other persons to be elected by the General Court, to proceed 
forthwith to England to assist in the discussion and final 
settlement of the differences relating to the rights and duties 
of freemen in the colony. In conclusion the petitioners ex- 
press the hope that conciliatory counsels will prex-ail, and that 
it will not be necessary for them " to make their particular 
address to his majesty, and declaration to the world, to clear 
themselves from the least imputation of so scandalous an evil, 
as the appearance of disaffection or disloyalty to the person 
and government of their lawful prince and sovereign." This 
petition was signed by 



• Nicholas Datt 
tjames Browne 

John Atkinson 
Joshua Browne. 

• John Badger 
Hugh March 

• William Chandler 
Thomas Parker 
John Woodbridge 
William Gerrish 
Daniel Peirce 
Richard Lowle 
Henry Short 



Benjamin Woodbridge 
Nathaniel Gark 
Stephen Swett 
James Mirrick 
Joseph Muzzy 
James Jackman 
Thomas Hale, Sen 
Anthony Sommerby 
William Thomas 
Francis Brown 
Anthony Short 
Abiel Sommerby 
Nicholas Noyes 



Daniel Thurston 
Tristram Cofiin 
Percival Lowle 
Samuel Lx>wle 
John Knight, Sen 
John Knight, Jun 
Paul White 
Abel Huse 
Richard Kent 
James Kent 
John Kent 
Richard Knight 
Thomas Silver* 



The General Court, " hauing read & taking into considera- 
tion the contents of the petitions presented from Newbery, 
Ipswich, Salem & Boston being for substance but one, & find- 
ing that the petiConers doe therein vnjustly charge, threaten 
& reflect x-pon this court, to the dishono' of the members 

* Maarachuactts Archives, vol. ari^ p^ t6lL 
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thereof, . . . ordered, that Captaine Williain Gerrish, of New- 
iK-ry, Capt. John Apleton, of Ipswich. M' Edmond Batter, of 
Salem, Capt Thomas Sauagc, M' Tho. Bratle M' Habbacuck 
Glouor & M' Thomas Deanc, of Boston, all of them priixripal] 
persons in the sajd pctiCons, some of them persons in publicke 
trust, all sauc one freemen of this colony & members of 
chxirchcs, be by the secretary warned to attend this Court in 
October next, to answer for the same." • 

At the appointed time the petitioners appeared, and made 
answer to the charges brought against them. Tlie committee 
to whom the subject u-as referred, after hearing the testi- 
niony, reported that there were unwarrantable passages and 
expressions in the petitions that a well-ordered go\-emment 
could nut allow to pass unnoticed, but, inasmuch as the peti- 
tioners did not intend to transgress the laws, they should be 
aitmonished and released, except Capt. John Applcton, irf 
Ipsiwich, who u-as censured "for saying that he hoped the 
Court would not be his judge." The deputies \-oted that the 
rejxirt of the committee be kept on file and not recorded : 
"consented to by the magistrates." f 

The commissioners from King Charles 11., in a communica- 
tion to the General Court, dated May i8, 1665, complained 
that the provisions of the charter of the colony fA Massachu- 
setts Bay, requiring the inhabitants thereof to take the oath 
of allegiance to the king, were not complied with. Edward 
Rawson, secretary of the colony, replied the next day, "wee 
shall forthwith order the taking of the oath of all^:iance ac- 
cording as the charter commands." J It b evident, howe\'er, 
frfrtn subsequent proceedings, that the order was not strictly 
enforced, although some of the inhabitants of Newbury were 
called upon to take the oath in a modified form, as ai^>ears 
from the following record : — - 

NEWBERIE. 
Joseph CoW: John Kent: Isradl Webster: Job: Pibberie, Joseph 
Bayly: Benjamin Lowell, NathD Merrfll: DaaieU Merrill Abell: McfTlD: 
]o« Atikinxn. , 

R> Cala^ X«m4«, lal. i*., p«l II., ^ |IT. 
!■ ArcUn, *id. e*L. |i^ ift-ir*. 
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These men aboue written haue taken ye oath of ffidelitie vnto this 
gouerment y« 25 of febniary sixty eight : 

before mee Robert Pike Con^issr: 

Jonathan: woodman: Benjamin Moss & Isaac Drown tooke y« oath 
of fidellity to this goverm^ : & James Ardway tooke y« oath of a free- 
man of this Jurisdtcon: y« 26: of y« I2<^ m®: 1668 

before mee Robert Pike Coiiiissr : 

Henry Tuxberie & Isaac: Brown tooke y« oath of fidelity to this 
govermt this 13 : day of May 1669 

before mee Robert: Pike Comiss': 

Jno wells : Pennell : Tittcom : Richard Bartlett, jun : 

Tho: wells: John Stevens: william Ilsly jun 

Jn^Swett: Jonathan Wedgwood Joseph I Isley 

Moses Pilsbery : Jacob Tappin James Ardway jun: 

Tho: west: John Ilsly Tho: stickney 

Josuah Richison: Sam: Bartlett 

Tooke y< oath of fidelitie to | y«gouermt of | this Jurisdicon this 25^ 
day of May, 69 

Peter Cheny Nathn Cheny & Amos Stickny of Nubery tooke y« oath 
of ffidelity to this Comon wealth this 25th of y< 3<> mo 69 bfore mee 

Robert Pike Comissr 

Jno Bayly: Benjamin Lowell Jno Bartlet jun: & John wells: all of 
nuberie tooke y« freemcns oath y« z^ of Octob' 1669 
before me Robert Pike Comissf ♦ 

Political complications in England occupied the time and 
attention of the king and his legal advisers for the next four 
or five years ; and soon after the colony of Massachusetts Bay 
was involved in a fierce contest with the Indians, which ter- 
minated in King Philip's War. • 

The heirs of Capt. John Mason and Sir Ferdinand© Gorges 
continued, however, to press their claims to the territory 
under the control of the colony lying beyond the Merrimack 
river. The open violation of the Navigation Act in the colony 
was severely denounced and condemned by the Privy Council, 
and the law officers of the crown advised the issuing a quo 
warranto in order to secure a repeal of the charter granted in 
1629. 

In this emergency some concessions were considered neces- 
sary ; and the General Court ordered, October 2, 1678, that as 

• Norfolk Ref buy of Deeds, book 1 1 .. leaf 141. 
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it hath pleased his Majesty, by letter dated April 27, 1678, to 
notify the authorities of the colony of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England "to give forth orders that the oath of Allegiance 
as it is by law established w'^^^in the Kingdome of England, 
be ministered and taken by all his subjects within this colony 
who are of years to take an oath," that the secretary of 
the colony be instructed to send to ever)' magistrate, justice 
of the ixrace, and constable in every town printed copies of 
the oath of allegiance to be by them administered to every 
male inhabitant sixteen years of age and upward, the names 
of the inhabitants to be taken in writing, and returned to the 
recorders of the county courts, to be by them enrolled. Any 
one refusing to take the oath of allegiance was liable to a fine 
or imprisonment.* 

A list of their names who have taken the oath of allegiance 
at Newbury, 1678 : f — 



John Emery jun 
Jonathan Emery 
Israeli webster 
wm Bolton 
Abraham merrill 
Joseph wheeler 
W» Longfellow 
Jacob Topan 
John Sewali 
ffrancis Browne 
James Smith 
John Emery sen 
James Ordoway 
John Topan 
Isaac Ilesley 
Rich. Bartlett jun 
John BartleU jun. 
Tho: Bartlett 
Joseph knight 
20 Sam. Sayer 
Steph. Greenleafe jun: 
Jam. Ordoway jun 



51 
27 
35 
48 
41 
16 

27 
3« 
24 
46 

33 

80 

60 

28 

26 

30 

23 

25 
26 

29 

26 

26 



John Ordoway 
John Bayly 
Isaac Bayly 
Ephraim Plummet 
John Emery iun. 
Tho : Halle jun 
Hen. Short 
Joseph Bayly 
mathew Petengall 
Joseph Little 
Sam. Poore sen 
Sam. Poore jun 
John Poore sen. 
Jerem. Dauis 
Nich. Rawlins 
John Dauis 
Edward Poore 
40 James Carre 
'Joshua Bayly 
Cornelius Dauis 
cutting Noyes 
\V» Ilesley jun 



A£td 

20 

65 

24 

t24 
22 

45 
26 

30 

30 

25 

25 
63 
28 

32 

30 

23 

25 
20 

25 

29 
28 



* Musadinsem Colony Records, toL v., p. 19s* 

t OriKina] on file ia the office ol the dcrk of couru at Salem, Qoarterly Coort Filet, book 
ux^ leal s6. Reconled ia the Regiatyy of Deeds (l|>swich series) , book hr., leaf as4- 
SThese figures art indistinct, and nay bt " 86.** 
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Silvanus Plummer 


20 


Tho : Halle sen 


74 


Zeck. Dauis 


29 


Antho. morse 


72 


Rich. Dummer jun 


28 


Joseph Coker 


38 


Moses Geerish 


23 


Joseph Dole 


22 


Joseph Poore 


24 


ffrancis willett 


43 


Edmund moores sen 


64 


Joseph moring 


22 


Rich, woolworth 


30 


Hen. Jaques 


60 


Nath. Brickett 


29 


John Kelly 


37 


Nathan Parker 


28 


Tho : ffollinsby 


41 


Nath. Aires 


22 


Joseph mirick 


18 


Abeil Long 


29 


John Richardson Clr 


3« 


Shubael Long 


17 


100 daniel Perse 


40 


Wn» Worham 


26 


Tho: Noyes 


3c 


Tristram Coffin 


47 


John woollcott sen 


45 


Wm Chandler 


62 


John woolcott jun 


18 


60 John Badger 


36 


Sam : Pettingall 


33 


Christopher Bartlett jun 


23 


'John Granger 


24 


Rich: Lowle 


76 


W« Noyes 


25 


Tho : Woodridgc 


29 


Andrew Godfry 


22 


Caleb Moody 


41 


Henry Somersby 


16 


Jonathan wheeler 


20 


James Brading 


i6< 


Nathan wheeler 


18 


Edward woodman jun 


50 


Hugh march jun 


22 


waiter Taylor 


55 


Ephraim Dauis 


23 


Wm morse 


64 


John Herricks 


28 


Rich. Petingall 


60 


Joshua woodman 


41 


Tho: Rogers 


26 


John Rolfe 


18 


Tho: Browne 


72 


Tho : Lowle 


27 


Benajah Titcomb • 


25 


Jonathan woodman 


35 


Beniamin Coker 


26 


Curmac Annis 


40 


George maior 


3" 


Edmund marshall 


29 


ffrancis Thurley 


48 


Joseph Poore 


«7 


120 Auth. Somersby 


68 


James BurreD 


21 


Abel Hewes 


74 


Percivall Lowle 


40 


W» Sayer 


65 


Robt Coker 


72 


Peter Godfry 


48 


80 Hen. Sewall 


66 


Rich. Bartlett sen 


57 


John Webster sen 


46 


John Bartlett sen 


65 


John. Webster jun 


22 


John Bartlett jun 


39 


Dan. Lunt 


36 


Daniel Massiloway 


33 


John Atkinson 


44 


Hugh Pike 


21 


John Halle sen 


42 


Edward Richardson jun 


27 


W» RandaU 


65 


Tho : Titcomb 


17 


Joseph Richardson 


23 


Tho Silver jun 


36 


Ben: Lowle 


37 


Nathaneel Merrill 


40 
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renicl Titcomb 


27 


Geofge Hardy 


«7 


Auj^stine StudmaD 


40 


Efisha Ikslej 


30 


Joseph llcslcy 


27 


Dan. Thurston jun 


«7 


Kkhard Jaques 


22 


John Poore jun 


36 


Sicph : Jaques 


17 


Aquila chase 


26 


John, ffirmao 


3» 


John Chase 


23 


James Coffin 


«9 


Joseph Goodridge 


39 


140 Increase Pillsbury 


18 


Edmund moores jua 


27 


Archelaus Woodman 


60 


Dan. Cheney 


43 


IVicf Topan 


44 


\V» mitchen 


■2J 


Kdward Richardson sen 


61 


John Hoeg 


35 


Joshua Richardson 


28 


Steph. Swett 


5« 


Hen. Richardson 


18 


Benj. Goodridge 


36 


John Swett 


30 


iSo George mardi 


3* 


John Deeker 


32 


John Steevens 


30 


Tho : Silver sen 


56 


Job Pillsbury 


35 


James Jackman jun 


22 


Caleb Pillsbury 


24 


Richard jackman 


«9 


Abel Pnisbury 


26 


John mighill 


42 


Daniel Chase 


16 


Daniell merriU 


34 


Dauid Chily 


28 


Abel merrill 


32 . 


Hen. Lucas 


18 


Joseph Downer 


40 


Benj. morse 


37 


Joshua Browne 


36 


Rob*. Adams 


77 


John knight 


30 


Tho: Chase 


24 


Rob> Beedle 


36 


\V» Pillsbury jun. 


22 


Rich. Browne 


27 


Jerem. Goodridge 


42 


Joseph Pike 


39 


John Kent jun. 


34 


160 Dan, Thurston 


40 


John Tucker 


28 


Sam. Bartlett 


32 


Abraham Adams 


37 


Henry Poore 


26 


John mitchell 


-28 


Henry Bodwell 


24 


Sam. Plummer 


60 


Ebenezer Hills 


»9 


Isaac Adams 


33 


Jonathan moores 


32 


Jacob Adams 


23 


James Dauis 

* 


20 








On the back of the 
louing names : — 

Richard Knight 
Hugh march sen 
John Kent sen 
Joshua Bointon - 
John Huggins 



W- Damford 



sheet containing this list are the fol- 



A£ed 

77 

56 

37 

30 
26 

30 



Sam. youngloue 
Rob*. Rolittson 
Benj. Plummer 
Joseph Plunder jun 
Tho : Halle iun. 
James ffreezet 



Ag9d 

40 
40 

22 

23 

«9 
37 
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Joseph muzzy 


•50 


John Thurley 


19 


James Jackman sen 


60 


Jonathan Thurley 


17 


Hen. Acres 


26 


John Noyes 


33 


James Noyes 


21 


Moses Little 


21 


\V«n moody 


«7 


Nath. Cheney 


31 


Joseph morse 


40 


John Glading 


37 


John Guile 


23 


W« Pilsbury 


73 


George Perse 


17 


Wm Ilesley sen. 


7Q 


John Halle jun. 


17 


Steph Greenleaf sen. 


50 


Daniel moody 


«7 


Denj. Rolfe 


40 


Rob* Long 


58 


Tho. Thurley 


47 


John Smith 


31 


Peter Cheney 


•39 



INDIANS AND INDIAN DEEDS. 

The territory granted the first settlers of Newbury in 1635 
by the General Court was uninhabited, e.xcept by a few Ind- 
ians at the Falls, on the Quascacunquen river, and a some- 
what larger number that came from the woods and hills of 
the north during the summer months to hunt and fish at the 
mouth of the Merrimack. 

The laws, customs, and habits of these migratory and some- 
times hostile Indians, the bounds and limits of their camping 
grounds, and the location of their villages are described with 
considerable minuteness by Rev. William Hubbard, pastor 
of the church at Ipswich, in his History of New England, writ- 
ten previous to 1682. He says : " Betwixt Kenebecke and Con- 
necticut were observed to be about twenty societies, or com- 
panies of these savages when the English first came upon this 
coast." t One of these societies, or tribes, called the Tarra- 
tines, occupied the territory round about the Kennebec river. 
There were other Indian settlements at Casco bay and on 
the Saco and Piscataqua rivers. Inland, from twenty to fifty 
miles from the mouth of the Merrimack, the Wamonesct, 
Pentucket, Amoskeag, and Pennacook Indians lived, some- 
times in peace, but frequently at war with each other. ** At 
the falls of Newbury there was a noted plantation of them, 

* " A Hst of thoM that havt lakta the oath ol Alegance & fidelity of Newbury before Mr Joha 
Woodbridge, Comrobeioacr, in Dec ft Feb. 1677," mill be found in the Registry of Deeds (Ipe- 
vich aerica), book IV., leaf iS^ 

t Maasachoaetts Historical Collccdons (Second series), vol. v., p. ji. 
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by reason of the plenty of fish that almost at all seasons of 
the year used to be found there, both in winter and sum- 
mer.** * At Aga^'am, also, now Ipswich, was another noted 
settlement, '' to which belonged those di Newbury falls that 
lies in the midway, betwixt Merrimack and Agawam.** • 

When the inhabitants of Newbury decided to remove from 
the Parker to the Merrimack river, in 1645, ^ house lot was 
assigned to John Indian.f Soon after that date ''Great Tom, 
Indian/' conveyed to the selectmen thirty acres of planting 
land, " and all his right, title and interest " in the common and 
undivided land and woods within the limits (tf the town of 
Ncwbur)', on the following terms and conditions : — 

Witness by these presents that I, Great Tom, Indian, for and in con* 
sideration of three ponnds in hand paid by and received of the towns- 
men of Newbury, have given, granted, covenanted, and fully bargained, 
and for and by these presents do give, grant, convey, confirme, bargain, 
and sell all that my thirty acres of planting land as it is fenced in one 
entire fence in Newbury, lying neere Indian hill, with all my right, title, 
and interest in all the woods, commons, and lands that I have in the 
township of Newbury to have and to hold, all the said premises Respec* 
lively to bee to the proper use and behoof to the said Inhabitants of the 
Said Towue of Newbury, their heirs, executors, administrators, and as- 
signes for ever, and I, the said Great Tom, Indian, doe hereby engage 
and bind myself, mine heirs, executors, and assignes unto Mr. U^liam 
Gerish, Abraham Toppan, and Anthony Somerby, being Townsmen in 
the behalf of Said Towne, to warrantize the said Bargained premises to 
the said Towne and for ever defend. 

In witness w^hereof I the said Great Tom, Indian, have sett my hand 
and seale April 16, 1650. 

Witness the mark x of Great Tom, Indian. 

John bartlet, 

William titcomb. 

This is a true coppy of a deed, as is abovesayd, taken from the 
originall Attest Anthony Somerbt, 

Clerk of NtwhiwyX 

The title to land owned by Henry Sewall, in the vicinity oC 
Newbury Falls, was in dispute for more than twenty years. 
In June, 1661, the General Court ordered: — 

* MasMchvsctU Hbtorkal Colkctions (Second aeriet), to!, t^ p. ja. 

t Sm mmUt p. 89. 

X Xown of Ncwbwy Rccorat* voL L 
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Whereas some Indians, as wee are informed pretend an interest in 
some part of the lands of Henry Sewall, w^h lyeth at Newbury Falls, 
sometime Mi" John Spencers, wch lands were purchased of the sajd 
Spencer, & also haue binn confirmed by the toune of Newbury vnto the 
sajd Henry Sewall, it is therefore ordered, by this Court, that if it shall 
appeare vnto the sajd Henry Sewall that the sajd Indians, or any other, 
haue any legall right vnto any part of the sajd land, the sajd Henry 
Sewall shall heereby haue liberty to purchase the same of the sajd 
Indians.* 

Subsequently, the grandson of " Old Will " brought a suit 
to recover land in the possession of Henry Sewall. June 23, 
1679, the depositions of Moses Bradstreet, Alice Homes, and 
John Todd, favoring the claim of the plaintiff, were taken and 
sworn to before Daniel Denison, of Ipswich.f Further con- 
sideration of the case w^s probably postponed until the next 
session of the court. Meanwhile some concessions were made ; 
and, eventually, a settlement satisfactory to all persons inter- 
ested \\'as agreed upon. 

June 14, 1 68 1, Job Indian, grandson, Kate Indian, and 
Mary Indian, daughters, of Old Will Indian, of Newbury Falls, 
in consideration of six pounds, thirteen shillings, and fourpence 
paid to each of the above-named Indians, Job, Kate, and 
Mary, conveyed to Henry Sewall, of Newbury, a tract of land 
"of which a part is known by the name of the Indian field 
in Newbury, aforesaid, bounded as followeth ; on y* northerly 
side with the great brooke which runeth along the side of the 
greate field, on the westerly side with a line runn by said 
Seawell from y* head of s** farme unto Newbury river at or 
iieere the upper fales & on y* Southerly side with y* said 
river, as alsoe all the right, title and interest they, y* s* Job, 
Kate & Mar)' Indians have or ought to have to land at or 
neere Indian hill, or anywhere else within the township of 
Newbury abovesaid, as they are heires to old Will Indian 
aboves*, or otherwaise." \ 

Soon after the charter of the colony of Massachusetts Bay 
wa^ vacated in 1684, the inhabitants of Newbury and other 
towns in Essex county were greatly disturbed by rumors that 

* MatudiuMtts Colony Records, vd. hr., part 11^ p. ai. 

tCoffin't History of Newbary, p. j6}. 

I Essex Deeds, vol. vi^ p. aj (134). • 



\ 
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ihcy were to be deprived of land granted to them by the 
General Court. In order to strengthen their title to the prop- 
erty, and prevent its seizure by the officers of the crown, the 
towns uf Newbur)% Bradford, Boxford, Gloucester, and Bev- 
erly, bought of the grandchildren of Masconomo, ** the saga- 
more of Agawam," all the land within their territorial limits. 

The deed, dated January 10, 1 700-1, to the selectmen 
of the town of Newbur)', is substantially as follows: Sam- 
uel English, " grandson and heir of Masconomet, the Saga- 
more of Agawam, an Indian," in consideration of the sum 
of ten pounds in current mone)' of New England, paid by 
Cutting Noyes, Joseph Knight, Richard Dole, John Worth, 
and Joseph Pike, for and in behalf of said town, conveyed to 
the above-named selectmen " a tract of land containing ten 
thousand acres more or less " lying within and including the 
whole of the township of Newbury, " bounded easterly by y* 
sea northerly & north westerly by Merrimack river, westerly 
by Bradford Line & Southerly by Rowley Line, together with 
all J-* wood, timber, lands, grounds, soyles, waters, streams. 
Rivers, Ponds, fishings, huntings, stones, mines, minerals, 
heriditaments and all the appurtances belonging to y* same 
and to every part thereof within the said Township." * In 
acknowledgment of this deed of conveyance 

Samuel English y< sur\'iving heir of y« Masconomet >-< Sagamore 
of Agawam appeared before us, y< subscribers, y« Tenth day of Jana- 
ar)* in the Twelfth ycare of his maj<ic* Reign, Anno Domini 1 700-1, 
and acknowledged the above written Instrument to be his act & deed, 

before us ^ Justices 

Daniel Pierce I ^^^ 



] 



Thomas Noyes i p^^^g^ 

The same day Joseph Foster made oath "that he did 
know Sarah y* Daughter of Maschanominet the Sagamore of 
Agawam, & father that Samuel English was reputed to be 
her eldest sonne now survi\ing." f 

Moses Parker, also, made oath the same day "That he 
very well knoweth that Samuel English is y* reputed son of 
Sarah the Daughter of y* Sagamore Maschanominet & eldest 
son now surviving." t 

•EuezI>ecdi,VQLziT.,p.«7- tlliia..p.6i. 
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WITCHCRAFT IN NEWBURY. 



1^1 



1» 



"December 3, 1679, Caleb Powell being complained of for 
suspicion of working with the Devill to the molesting of Will- 
iam Morse and his family " was brought before John Wood- ? 
bridge, commissioner or special magistrate at Newbury, for 
examination ; and, after the accusation and testimony had been 
read, the case was adjourned until the Monday following. 

The second hearing was held December 8, 1679, before the 
commissioners and William Morse was ordered to bring the 
case to the attention of the county court to be held at Ipswich 
in the month of March following. Caleb Powell was com- 
mitted to the care of the constable " till he find security of 
twenty pounds for the answering of the sayd complaint." • 

The testimony of William Morse and his brother Anthony 
Morse, of John Badger, Sarah Hale, Joseph Mirick, and Mary 
Tucker, will be found on file in the court-house at Salem.f 
Notwithstanding the strange and extraordinary character of 
the evidence submitted, it was not considered sufficient to coh- 
xnct Caleb Powell of an offence against the laws of God and 
man ; and he was therefore discharged. 

Upon hearing the complaint brought to this court against Caleb 
Powell for suspicion of working by the devill to the molesting of the 
family of William Morse of Newbury, though this court cannot find any 
evident ground of proceeding farther against the sayd Powell, yett we 
determine that he hath given such ground of suspicion of his so dealing 
that we cannot so aquit him but that he justly deserves to beare hisowne 
shame and the costs of prosecution of the complaint 

It is referred to Mr. Woodbridge to hear and determine the charges.^ 

The mysterious disturbances in and about the house of 
William Morse evidently continued while Caleb Powell was 
a prisoner and after he was set at liberty. Vague and contra- 
dictory reports in regard to the frivolous speech and malicious 
conduct of Elizabeth Morse, wife of William Morse, were cir- 

* Court Filet (SalenX vol. sxxU.» pp. 130-1 jj, ladufivt. 

tTh« reader will also find oa pages i|i to 133, inclusive, of Coffin's History of Newbvry, 
the substance of the testimony fiven by WQliam Morse ; 00 page isj, the testiflsooy of John Badger 
and Anthony Morse ; and oa page 135, the testimony of Sarah Hale, Joseph Mirick, and Mary 

iCowt Files (SalcaX ^* xuSL^ p. i|a. 
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culatody and scr\'cd to fasten suspicion upon her as one insti- 
gated by an e\nl spirit, and ultimately led to her indictment 
and arrest. She \i-as brought to the Court of Assistants, sit- 
ting in Boston, for trial, and w-as adjudged guilty. The record 
reads as follou's : — 

at A Court of Adjouiment held at Boston 20*^ May, 1680: 

The Grand Jury presenting Elizabeth morse y< wife of W^ morse, 
Sr (she I was indicted by the name of Elizabeth morse for that she not 
hauing the feare of God before hir eyes being Instigated by the divil & 
having had familiarity wi<)» the divil contrary to the peace of our 
Souaigne Lord the King his crowne & dignity y* lawes of God & of this 
Jurisdiction : After the prison' was at ye barre and pleaded not Guilty & 
put hirself on God & y« country for triall }*« evidences produced were 
read & committed to yc Jury. 

The Jury brought in their virdict & they found Elizabeth Morse, 
the prisoner at the barre. Guilty according to Indictm^ The Govern*'' 
on 27*^ May after y« lecture pronounced }*« sentence : Elizabeth Morse 
you are to goe from hence to the place from whence you came & thence 
to the place of execution, there to be hanged by the neck* till you be 
dead. And the Lord have mercy on your SouL 

This Court was adjoum<i diem per diem & on |i< June 1680 The 
Gouvrnr & magis^s voted Reprieving of Elizabeth Morse, condemn^ tiU 
the next session of the Court in October.^ 

as Attest £w«> Rawson, Stcrttawy.^ 

Subsequently, an effort was made to still farther delay pro- 
ceedings, and secure a second reprie\'al for the ^^if e of William 
Morse. November 3, 1680, the following order w-as passed 
by the House of Deputies, but failed to receive the approval of 
the magistrates : — 

The deputies on perusal of the acts of the honorable Court of As- 
sistants relating to the woman condemned for witchcraft doe not under* 
stand why execution of the sentence given against her by said court is 
not executed and that her second repreevall seems to us to be beyond 
what the law will allow and doe therefore judge meete to declare oiir> 
selves against it with reference to the concurrence of our honored magis- 
trates hereto. Wm Torrey CUrk. 

Not consented to by the magistrates. 

Edward Rawson Stcr€tawy,\ 



* Manadiatetto Aichhrca, vol. auunr., p. it ; Omit of As^sUnU (nHUMaoipt rccordiX p, 
■■ : Covrt of AssUtaatt (priated recordsX p. iS9i Coflm*s History of Newbvry, p, sj6w 
t MaMKhoactu Arcfahrcs, vol. cuanr^ leaf it. 
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When the General Court assembled in May, 1681, a petition, 
dated "Newbury May 14, 1681," signed by William Morse, 
was presented to the deputies and magistrates, asking for a 
review of the evidence given in the Court of Assistants, impli- 
cating Elizabeth Morse in the charges brought against her.* 

At the same session William Morse also presented the fol- 
lowing petition : — 

To the honored governor, deputy governor, magistrates and deputies 
now assembled in Court May the eighteenth 16S1. 
The most humble petition and request of William Morse in behalf e 
of his wif (now a condemned prisoner) to 'this honored court is that they 
would be pleased so far to hearken to the cry of your poor prisoner, who 
am a condemned person, upon the charge of witchcraft and for a witch, 
to which charge your poor prisoner have pleaded not guilty, and by the 
mercy of God, and the goodness of the honored governor, I am reprieved 
and brought to this honored court, at the foot of which tribunal I now 
stand humbly praying your justis in hearing of my case and to deter- 
mine therein as the Lord shall direct I do not understand law, nor do 
I know how to lay my case before you as I ought for want of- which I 
humbly beg of your honors that my request may not be rejected, but 
may find acceptance with you it being no more but your sentence upon 
my triall whether I shall live or dy, to which I shall humbly submit unto 
the Lord and you, 

William Morse in behalf 
of his wife Elizabeth Morse.f 

The deputies, in General Court assembled, voted to grant 
the prayer of the petitioner ; but the magistrates declined to 
give their consent. 

The deputies judge meet to grant the petitioner a hearing the next 
sixth day and that warrants goe forth to all persons concerned from this 
Court then to appear in order to her farther triall, our honored magis- 
trates hereto consenting. Wm Torrey Clerk. 

May 24, 1 68 1 not consented to by the magistrates 

Edward Rawsok, Secretary.\ 

No farther action was taken by the General Court, and a 
few days later the Court of Assistants issued the following 
decree : — 

* MasMchutetts Ardihres, vol. csxxv., leaf i8. Sc« alto Coffin's History of Newbury, pp. 
iar-ia9. 

t Massachusetts Archhrca, vol. caxzv.,1caf 19; also» Coffin's History of Kewbwy, p. i|o. 
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Att a Court of AssistanU held at Boston ist June i68f 

present 
Symon Bradstrecte 

In Ansr to the peticon of W» morse in be- Esq' G6 

half of his wife Elizabeth morse & of hirs also. The Danforth Esqr 
The Court Judgeth it meet to Reprieve the dep« Goa 

sajd Elisabeth morse the Condemned prisoner Dan! : Gookb Esq** 
to the end of the next session in October and maJF Gen 

in the meantime order hir dismission from the Dan! Dennison Esqr 
prison in Boston to Returne home yi^ hir bus- Jno^Pynchoo 
band to Newbery Prouided she ^oe not aboue Joseph Dudley 
sixteen Rods from hir Oune house | & land | Nath Saltonstall 
at any time except to the meeting house in The Sauage 
Newber}* nor remoove from the place Appointed Jn® Hull 
hir by the minister & selectmen to sitt in whilst James Russell 
there Peter TiltOQ 

past E. R. S.^ 

Although Elizabeth Morse was not pardoned, but only 
reprieved until the end of the/October session of the General 
Court in 1681, she returned to Newbury, where she remained 
until her death, in the house owned and occupied by her hus* 
band, on the southeasterly side of what is now known as 
Market square, Newburyport.f 

William Morse died November 29, 1683. His wife was 
]i\nng at that time, and was appointed one of the executors of 
his Mill. She made oath January 8, 1683-4, to the in- 
ventory of his estate. The date of her death is unknown^ 
but at her decease the old homestead became the property 
of her daughter Abigail, wife of John Hendricks. June 19, 
1696, Moses Pingry and wife Abigail (formerly AbigaQ Hen- 
dricks) sold the house and land to Daniel Davison. 

SAMUEL SEWALL. 



The worthy and upright judge who sat on the bench at the 
i \\itchcraft trials in Salem in 1692 was closely identified 

I ^vith the early history of Newbury, and manifested, during a 

• long and eventful life, a deep and abiding interest in the wel- 

fare and prosperity of the town. 

* Records of iKt Court of Auistaats, p. i jj ; Ibid, (printed oopjr), p. iBf. 
t *' OnU Ncwbvry,** pp. ter-te». 
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His father, Henry Sewall, came to Newbury in 1635. Id 
1646 or soon after, Henry Sen-all and his uife Jane (Dum- 
nuT) SeH'all returned to England, where they remained for 
several years. In 1659, Henry Senall came again to New- 
bury, and two years later his wife and children followed 
liini. 

Samuel, the eldest son of Henry and Jane (Dummer) 
Scvoll, n-as born at Hishop Stoke, Hampshire, England, and 
came with his mother to Newbury in 1661. He was fitted iot 
college by Rev. Thomas Parker, and graduated frcnn Har- 
vard in 1671. He married, February 25, 1675-6, Hannah, 
daughter and sole heir of John Hull, goldsmith and master tA 
the mint at Boston. He was a member of the governor's coun- 
cil, under the colonial and pro\-incial charters, for nearly forty 
)'ear5, and fur ten years chief-justice of the province fA Mas- 
sachusetts Bay.* 

In his diary, which is an interesting and valuable coit- 
iribution to the history of New England, he recorded with 
great care and fklclity the events and incidents that came to 
his notice, and did not ncgkct to mention the vi^ts made 
and the advice given to relatives and friends in Newbury. 
In a book that he published in 1697, entitled "The New 
Ht-aven upon the New Earth," f he gave expression to his 
hopes and fears in words" that Whitticr has incorporated and 
immortalized in " The Prophecy of Samuel Sewall." 



ItU rematkable that Mr. [Thomas] Parker, who was 1 
schoolmaster at Newbury in Berkshire ia the happy days of Dr. [Wil- 
liam] Twisse ; was much about this time [1634] preaching and proving 
11 Ipswich, in Essex, [Mass.] That the Passengers came over upon good 
CrouDds, and that God would multiply them as He did the Children of 
Israel. His text was Exod: 1,7. [And the dildren of Israd were 
Iruiiful and increased abundantly, and multiplied and waxed exceeding 
mighty: and the land was filled with them.] As Mr. Nicholas Noyes 
uho was an Auditor, and is yet living, lately informed me, Mr. Parker 
^m at this time, 16341 principally concerned in beginning Newbury 

•" OaU Ntwbo.j,-' t>^ Hl-iW- 

IJnH iDwirdi 1 docripUm tt Ih( N» »uva u ll niku to iSoh wfao tttmi opw Un H*w 
Euth." riifl tdilioa (BMsa}, itv7, pp. if, ia. Stont tditiga, tjif. <Bett adldoM !■ 
Xoiua PsUk Uinrj.) 



Phenomena quaedam 

APOCALYPTICA 

Jd AfpeiUm UOVI ORBJS coiifigurata. 
Or, fome few Lines towards a defcription of the New 

HEAVEN 

As It makes to thofe wjio ftand upon th( 

NEW EARTH 



By Samuel SewaB fometimc Fellow of Harvard Colledgc a 

Cawbriifge in tJeiv-EnglanJ. 



P&lin, 45. lOy Torief alfi thy cwn people^ 4ni thy father s%>itfe. 

Ifai IX 14. But tifcjfhallfly ujon the jl^ovUert of the Philijlins rot9ard the wei 

K€t* 1.6 — 8 LorJ^ vile thou at this time reft ore •tJJ't the kingdom to Ifrdti 

-— •• ye /hall be mtnepes unto me unto the utterm^ft furtt of tfjc eartl 

hafta lo ulcimo de la cierra* Spdni/h Bilk, 

Luke, X ) 14. F»r this My Son todS dcad^ and is diive a^sin\ he Vjfi loft^ 4X 

is found. V J 1. Kt this thy Brotljer (Se^ 

Itle%<9i d«rit Promlflis; rcftifuct Rcgr.um //rjf//; (ed fuo modo, loco, : 
tfinoofre. Bii/'sWrr Ncquis ilia a me di£Vi, aur adduch cccipiar, quiir coi 
CMidendi/aQt adverlandi (ludio ; ac non difcendi potius, ac cor.lciendi gratia 
For Mak Apoc p. 37 !• adPUaUm Scxtam. 
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u1i«re Ihe Leanied & Ingenious M' Henjamin Woodbridge, Dr. Twisse's 
^u<:<:e&sor had part of hit EducatioD under his Uncle Pukcr. Mvy 
Brort'n (now Godfrey) the First bom of Newbury is ;ct alive,* and ia 
bccotne the Mother and Grandmoiher of many children. And so manj 
liave been born after her in the Town that they make three or fottr 
l;irg£ Assi:mblies wherein God is solemnly worshipi>ed every Sabbath, 

As long as I'lum Island shall faithfully keep the Commanded Post; 
Notwithstanding the hectoring words and hard Blows of the proud and 
boisterous Ocean ; As long as any Salmon, or Sturgeon shall swim is 
ilie streams of the Merrimack ; or any I'erch or Pickeril in Crane Pond; 
As long as the Sea Foul shall know the Time of their Coming, and not 
neglect seasonably to vbit the Places of their Acquaintance ; As long 
as any Cattel shall be fed with the Grass growing In the meadows, 
nhich do humbly bow themselves before Turkie Hill; As long as anj 
Sheep shall walk upon Old Town Hills, and shall from thence pleasantly 
look down upon the River Parker, and the fruitful Marishcs tying be- 
nvalh; As long as any free and harmless Doves shall find a White Oak 
or other Tree within the Township to perch, or feed, or build a careless 
Nc^l upon; and shdl voluntarily present themselves to perform the 
otiice o( Gleaners after Barley-Haivest ; As long as Nature shall not 
grow old and dote ; but shall constantly remember to give the rows of 
Indian Corn their education by Pairs; So long shall Christians be bom 
ibcre ; and being first made meet, shall from thence be Translated to be 
maJe partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Ijght. Now, scnng 
the Inhabitants of Newbury, and of New England, upon the due Obserr- 
ance of their Tenure, may expect that their Rich and gracious Lokd 
will continue and confirm them in the Possession of these invaluable 
Privileges; Lei ut havt graet whtrthy •sut may.strve CoJ occtftMy 
wilh Revtr€nct and godly Ftar. For our God ii a eoHinimiHg Firt. 
Hebrews 13: 38, 39. 

•1b 169;. Shf died April u. i;!*- 



CHAPTER IV. 
I 685-1 765. 

In 1679, New Hampshire was created a royal province, 
with John Cutts, Esq., of Portsmouth, as its first president. 
In 1680, Robert Mason, grandson of Capt. John Mason, came 
over from England to look after his estates. He claimed, 
under the grant made to his grandfather before the settle- 
ment of Massachusetts, all the land from Naumkeag (Salem) 
to the Merrimack river, and proceeded to give leases and 
demand rents for the occupation of the same, under a threat 
of seizure and sale. 

February 16, 168 1-2, the inhabitants of Gloucester and 
other places adjacent addressed a petition "To the Kings 
most excellent Majesty," stating that for more than fifty 
years they and their predecessors had owned and occupied 
the land now claimed by Mr. Robert Mason, and had ne\'er, 
until now, been molested or disturbed in the possession of 
the same, and humbly imploring his Majesty to interpose his 
royal authority and protect his loyal and obedient subjects in 
the maintenance of their legal rights. The Newbury men 
who signed this petition were Caleb Moody, Daniel Pearce, 
Tristram Coffyn, Nicho : Noyce, Joseph Pike, Richard Dumer, 
Henrj- Sewall, Jno. Hale, and Jno. Woodbridge.* 

At a meeting held at WTiitchall July 20, 1683, the Privy 
Council of the king decided to issue a quo warranto against 
" the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay," and 
ordered that " Mr. Edward Randolph be sent to New England 
with the notification of the said quo warranto^ June 21, 
1684, the Court of Chancery, to which the business had been 
transferred, made a decree x'acating the charter.f Counsel 
for the colony moved for an arrest of proceedings on the 

* Mauachiuctu Colony Records, vol. v., pp. 3)4'-3si. 
t Palfrey's Hbtoiy of New EngUad, vol. Ui., p. jgow 
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ground that time had not been allowed for procuring a power 
of attorney between the issuing of the writ of scire facias 
and the day appointed for its return ; but the court ordered, 
October 23, 1684, final judgment to be entered, and the 
charter annulled.* 

Charles II. died February 6, 1685. In December, 1686^ 
Sir Edmund Andros became governor of all New England ; 
and Robert Mason was a member of his council. 

Perplexed with doubt and anxiety, the inhabitants of New- 
bury, an.xious to retain possession of the land that then, 
according to English law, reverted to the crown, evidently 
endeavored to establish and maintain friendly relations with 
the new government. 

Robert Mason on his way from Boston to Portsmouth 
often stopped in Newbur)' for consultation and conference 
with some of its most prominent citizens, and occasionally 
exerted his influence with the governor to secure appoint- 
ments for his friends in x-arious positions of honor and trust, 
as the following letter indicates : — 

Great Island (Portsmouth), Aug. 13, 16S7. 

To his excellency Edmund Andros, 
Sir, ^ 

Your excellency may please to remember I proposed some persons 
as fitting to serve his majesty in the town of Newbury both in civil and 
military affairs. In my return to this place I had discourse with 
several peisons, the most considerable of that town, that by want of 
justices of the peace, nothing hath been done at the meeting of those 
inhabitants for settling the rates and other concerns of the publick. 
Mr. Woodbridge, one of the justices is very ancient and crazy and 
seldom goes abroad. Mr. Dummers, the other justice, lives six miles 
from the place and therefore very unfit for that* service for the town of 
Newbury, besides his other qualities in not being of the loyal party as 
he ought to be. I doe therefore in treat of your excellency, that in the 
commission of the peace my two friends, Daniel Pierce and Nathaniel 
Carke may be put, which I assure myself will be for his majestys 
service and to your excellencys satisfaction. 

There are no military commissions sent to that place and therefore I 
doe intreat your excellence's favor that commissions be sent these fol* 
lowing persons : 

* Palfrcj't Hbtoiy of New EngUsd, vol. IB., p. J94. 
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Daniel Davison to be Cap< of Horse for the Town of Newbury and 
Rowley, Stephen Greenlif, Junior, Lieut., George March, Comet 
Thomas Noice Capt of ffoot ^ 
Stephen Greenlif, Sen. Lieut |- first company 
James Noice, Ensign j 

Nathaniel Clarke, Capt of ffoot '\ 
John March, Lieut v second company 

Moses Gerrish, Ensign ) 

1 shall desire your excellency that Mr. Davison may have his com- 
mission first for raising the troops there being many young men that will 
list themselves under him if not before listed by the Captain's ffoot. 
He is very well beloved and I presume will have the completest troops 
in the country. 

I shall be extreem glad to heare of my good ladys safe arrival, which 
so soon as I shall understand, I will make a speedy journey to Boston to 
kiss her hand. I came last night to this place. I hope all things will 
go easy so that I may have no occasion of using the former severities 
of the law against my tenants. I had rather see them rich than poor. 
I humbly kiss your excellencys hands and am 

Your excellencys servant, 

Robert Mason.* 

In 1688, Robert Mason died suddenly at Kingston, on the 
Hudson river, while on a journey from New York to Albany 
in company with Sir Edmund Andros. 

After his decease his two sons, finding it difficult to estab- 
lish their claim to the disputed territory, and impossible to 
collect from the inhabitants anything by the way of rent, sold 
to Samuel Allen, a merchant of London, " All that Province 
or tract of land in New England in America commonly called 
New Hampshire, lying between the Rivers of Namekeke and 
Piscattaqua, and the ground & soil therein, and also the South 
half of y Isles of Shoals."t 

The charter of the province of Massachusetts Bay, granted 
by King William and Queen Mary October 7, 1691, pro- 
vided "that nothing herein conteyned shall extend or be 
understood or taken to impeach or prejudice any right title. 
Interest or demand which Samuel Allen of London, merchant, 
claiming from and under John Mason, Esq., deceased or any 
other person or persons, hath or have, or claimeth to have, 

* MasMdiusetis Archives, vol. cxzvH., pp. ao aad si. 

t Memoir of Capt. John Mason, published bf the Prince Society, 18S7, p. si* 
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hold or enjoy of, in to or out of any part or parts <£ the 
])romiscs scituate within the iiniitts above mcnSMcd." • 

The dividing line between Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
>liire remained unsettleil for many years. August lo, 1737* 
tlic le^iislatiires of the two provinces met by adjournment, one 
at Salisbur)', Mass, and the other at Hampton Falls, N.H. 
A cavaK"ade of mounted horsemen escorted Governor Belcher 
:ind the members of the Massachusetts legislature from Bos- 
ton to Newbury, another comiiany accomixinicd them to the 
tlividing line, and three additional com|ianies led the proces- 
sion to Hampton Falls. The occasion vras one of consider- 
:ihle excitement, and the pomp and parade of the governor's 
escort was humorously described and mildly ridiculed in the 
following lines : — 

" Dear I'addy, you ne*erdid behold sucb a light 
At yesterday morning was seen before night. 
You in all your born dayi saw, nor I didn't neither. 
So many fine horses and men ride together. 
At tlie head, the lower house trotted two in a row. 
Then alt the higher house pranc'd after the low; 
Then the Governor's coach gailop'd od like the wind. 
And the last that came foremost were troopers behind; 
But I fear it means no good, to your Deck nor mine; 
For they say 'tis to Ax a right place for the liiie.*'t 



The members of the two provincial legislatures were unable 
to agree upon the details of the plan submitted to them for 
the settlement of the questions in dispute, and adjourned, 
after several weeks of deliberation and discussion, without ac- 
complishing the object for which they assembled. 

In 1740, the dividing line was fi.\ed and established by the 
" King and the Lords of the Prix-y Council," but some ques- 
tions of importance in regard to the laying out and surveying 
of the same were left undecided until the close of the nine- 
teenth century. 

In 17S5, the heirs of Samuel Allen and the descendants of 
Robert Mason were contending in the courts of Massachtisetts 
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and New Hampshire for the land granted Capt. John Mason 
in 1622.* 

In 1899, the marks and bounds between the two states were 
adjusted and completed under the super\'ision of a board of 
commissioners, of which the Hon. George VV. Cate, of Ames- 
bury, was a member. 

Januar)' 5, 1686-7, the selectmen of Newbury presented 
the following ixitition : — 

To Sr Edmond Andrewes, Knight Governor of his majesties posses- 
sions and Dominions in New England in America. 

The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Towne of Newbury 
in the County of Essex in New. England sheweth : 

Whereas our Sovereign Lord King James the Second of his most 
gracious favor hath been pleased to Send your Excelency to be Cover- 
nour over us in these his majesties Territories and Dominions in Amer- 
ica, and hath nominated sundry p^ticular Gentlemen of this Country 
to be your excelencys Honourable Councill for the right management of 
affairs for the ease and good of his subjects here, and there not being 
one of the s<l Councill that doth inhabite neerer unto us than twenty 
miles, and this Towne wth the rest of the Townes Cittuate uppon y 
River Merrimack (being none of the inferior parts of this Countr}*) are 
found to be at greater charg than other places for want of such officers 
as are very needfull & yt other Townes are priveledged with. 

Wee therefore humbly crave that your excellency would be pleased 
to take it into your consideration to appoint & impower some man or 
men to take the acknowledgment of deeds and give oaths and a dark to 
issue forth all such warrants and writts as are usual! and needfull for 
County Courts, w^h will be of a great ease to us of that burthen 
which of late wee have sustained and your petitioners shall be forever 
bound to pray for, and are 

Your excelencys most Humble servants 



Henry Short 
John Badger 
Benj. Morse 
Cutting Noyes 
Joseph Little 



Selectmen of y« 
Towne of New- 
bury in yc name 
& by vote of y« 
s<* Towne. t 



What action was taken by the governor and council in 
answer to this petition is uncertain. Probably a commissioner 

* Memoir dk Capt. John Mason, pw ij«. 

t Town of Ncwrbory Records, voL IL (1680-^), p. $7* 
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was appointed to attend to the acknowledgment of deeds^ 
the issuing of writs, and the punishment of crime. 

Revenue was needed for the support and maintenance of 
the colonial government ; and, January 20, 16S6-7, the fol- 
lowing notice was sent : — 

To the Selectmen and Constables of Newbiuy. 

His Excelency y« Govrnour and Councill having by yr order of the 
1 z<^ of this instant January directed the Treasurer to give forth his war- 
rants prsuant unto an order of councill of y« X^ of y« above said Janii- 
ar)' for a single Country Rate of one penny in y< pound to his Majesty 
for support of y* Government to be assessed levied 5: collected accord- 
ing to former usage. 

You are therefore Required in his Majesties name to assess and 
levie upon yc several! inhabitants of your Towne equally & proportion- 
ally according to yc severall Rates and according to former usuage and 
custom for yc raising & levying of publick charges, yc full sum of one 
penny in the pound making a pnicular account & Ibt thereof under -^ 
severall hands of you yc selectmen, certifying yc sum totall into y^ 
Treasurer and yc said list deliver unto yc constables of your Towne 
who are alike required to levie and collect yc same forthwith making 
distress where need shall bee (according to former mahnr) taking up 
severall sorts of Grain at such prices as were lately set forth by y\ 
president and Councill viz : Wheet at 5*, Rye & pease at 4», Indian Com 
at 2* 9<i & oats at 2* per bushell & in case any pay nH>ncy in lieu of 
country pay they are to, be abated one third of all which ye Constables 
are required to make gqod Account & speedy payment to yc Treasurer, or 
his order. See y^ all sorts of Graine Be merchantable & y^.yoQ receive 
no leane cattell nor horses. Hereof faill not as you will answer yc con- 
trary at your perilL __ 

Dated in Boston 20^ day of January An. Do. 1686-7 in J* second 
yeare of his Majestys Reigne Jxo Usher TnasMrer^ 

On the twenty-fifth of February following, the selectmen 
le\ied a tax upon all the inhabitants of Newbury, which was 
entered in full upon the records of the town, and a return 
thereof made to the treasurer of the colony as follows : — 

Worshipful sr, according to your warrant bearing date Januauy 20, 
1686-7 ^^ y^2\t made a rate according to former usage and custome y 
sum of which £^0 & io« (heads being rated by us at 20^ A head as for^ 
merly) wc)> rate we have now delivered to yc Constables of our Towne in 

* Town of Vtmhurj Rccocda, toL it. (i68o"9>), p. 64. 
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two p<s viz : to Joseph Ilsley constable y« sum of twenty three pounds 
& ten shillings & to Moses pillsbury constable ye sum of Seaventeen 
pounds both wch we have ordered to be forthwith gathered and deliv- 
ered to yourself according to your warrant. 

y humble ser>'ants 

y« selectmen of Newbury, 

Henry Short 
John Badger 
Bexj Mors 
Cutting Xoyes 
Joseph Little* 

At a meeting held in Boston June i, 1687, "His Ex'cel- 
lency Sir Edmund Andros, Knt," being present with the 
following councillors, • 

Joseph Dudley Jno Usher 

\V«n Stoughton Jno Hinks 

Robert Mason Richard Arnold 

Waite Winthrop Edwarl Randolph, 
Richd Wharton 

it was " ordered that all publique Records in the late Govern- 
ment now annexed under this Dominion be brought to this 
townc and put into y* custody of y* Secr^ or his Deputy." f 

June 22, 1687, his Excellency " ordered that the records 
of Essex county be delivered into the hands of Stephen 
Sewall who is commissioned to be clerk of the Inferiour Courts 
in the County of Essex." \ 

At this time John Usher was treasurer and receiver-general 
of New England. He was ordered to send out warrants for 
the assessment and collection of taxes to meet the annual 
expenses of the government. 

Many inhabitants of the colony refused to pay these taxes, 
and the treasurer was compelled to purchase arms and am- 
munition for the exi>edition against the Penobscot Indians 
with his prix-ate funds or by the use of his personal credit. 
After the Revolution of 1689 he was sued for the recovery 
of a large sum of money due on several unsettled accounts. 
The case was decided against him. He was imprisoned, and 

* Tow-a of Newbury Records, vol. U. (16S0-)), pp. 6a, 63. 

t Mftuachuictts Archivee, vol. cxzvii., leaf laS. % Ibid., vol. cxxvl., leaf %h^. 
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his pro]X!rty seized and sold. Among the papers that 
in his ]x>ssession until his death was the follov^ing tax list 
i>f the inhabitants of Newbur}' in 1688, fourteen years of age 
and upwards : ♦ — 



TAXES UNDER GOV. ANDROS. 



Town Rate of Newbury, 16S8. ' 



Ak Invcms op AforsT, *8I. 
Nswni'RV. 



Cap* Kich<l Duiiier, Ksq' 
Capi I»1iPcirce . 
Mr Kichd Kent . 
Mr KkM Dole . 
Ilcnrj Short . . 
Mr I>cr« Lowlc . 
Mr* I.om1c & Thonut 
l>«c.Nwet . . . 
EoMfsBCUrk . . 
Uoctr To|TTaa . . 
Mr L<«jefcUow 
JHrrj Kichanlsoo . 
S«t) Moodey . . 
Strj Coker . . . 
S«rj Ridf cr . . 
S«rj Noyn . . 
Scrj Hale . . . 
Cor]il Edouod & Jooathn Mocft 
Mr Lunt .... 
.\U Wn Moodey . 
'Mr Motes Gerriih 
Mr Wm Noyes . 
KkM Jackmaa 
Abri Addams . . 
fUIfflund Moert, Jar 
Jcjieph Goodridf . 
Dunkan Stuard 
CharltStuard . . 
Wb Chandler . . 
Jbo Hartlet, Senr . 
Jothua Kich^soo . 
W« Danford . . 
Joshua BoyntoQ . 
Joha Kent Senr . 
Georf & Moses Little 
James Jackmaa Senr & Jqot 
Joseph Downer . 
Beoj Coker . . . 
Mr Jos Woodbridf 
KathB Wheeler . 
Beoj \^lMc1er . . 
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As Iirt'OYB^ OP AiT.i'sr, *88. 
Nbwmtkv. 



Thonias Tifcomb 
Rkhd Petcngall 
SamU Petcnjcall 
Matt* Peten|;all 
Corat March 
Tho: Thurlo . 
firanc Thurlo . 
John Thurlo . 
Stcphn Jaques 
Thomai Hale Scn^ 
Utonuw Hale Junr 
Kkhd Dole Junr 
Widw Peer . . 
John Poer . . 
Henry Poer 
Joseph Poer Sear 
Danill Thir«toa 
Jos: Pluuier Sear 
SanU Plumer . 
F.phran Pluiiicr 
James Browne 
Wid» Knixht . 
John Knight 
Joseph Knight 
Benj Rolfe . . 
John Noyes 
ffranc«* Wiilct ' 
Nich* Rawlinc* 
Samll Hills . . 
JaoHendrick . 
Mr Tucker . . 
James Carr . . 
Joseph Mayo . 
William Worum 
Beaj Person 
Joseph Moriat 
Robt Mingo 
Tirootii Noyes . 
Jooath Clark . 
Joshua Mora . 
John Kelly . . 
Jonatha Emery 
Jno Atkin Sear 
Jao Webster Jar 
Elishallsley . 
Isaack Ilsley . 
Peter deny Sear 
DanU Cheny (Constable) 
Joseph Pike . . 
JaoWicomb . . 
George White . . 
Ja« prsoa Sear Jar 
jB«Moodey . . 
Phillip Aood . . 
Wm Mohoa . . 
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K» lysvcnn or Avgi'st, *9t. 



Collca ffraacr . 
Anthoi Mon . 
Jdo Hale Jar . 
Joseph plurocr J 
Tctcr Cheay Jv^ 
(Worge bardec 
Thitfiiat Grec* 
James Stuart . 
Ben Goodridg Jar 
Huch Mathews 
SUvanus Plumer 
Samn Grccnleaf 
James Msfdi . 
Nath Cbrk Jar 
Edward Ordwsj 
Jno March . . 
Abell Hum Jar 
Wmlloae . . 
DaaO Peirct Jsr 
Jbo Stickoey . 
JoMph \Vl>eelcr 
Mr L. Hart 
Steph Emery . 
CaptTho: Noycs 
MrH.ScwaU . 
Lev* Woodmas 
Lev< Grecniel Scsr 
Lev< Greeslef Jar 
Ensign Toppaa • 
Serj Browns . . 
Ser) Emery ... 
Serj Webster . . 
Serj Utile . . . 
Mr Woodman ft 
Mr Joo Sewall 
DecsLoi^C . 
DecnCofta 
DrDols . . 
Mr* Whits . 
CorpD Smith 
JooftJoMphBayley 
Henry SooMrby . 
Inac Bayley . . 
Rkhd Bartlet Sear 
SareUBartlet . . 
Kichd Bartlet Jar 
Mr H. March Sear 
Abram Merrill 
Daniel Msrrfll 
Abell Mcnfll 
Ja* Merrill . 
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WmTlicamb . 
Caleb Richdaoa 
JoMph Richdsoa 
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PcBOTiicoaib 

Jno Kent Juor .... 
James Ordway .... 

Jolw Ordway 

Peter Xfanhall .... 
Jao Badger Jwar .... 
Jn* King sbory .... 
Joseph Rowlcsoa . . . 
MrWmNUbitt . . . . 

John Browns 

John Davis 

Zach Davis 

Ephro Davis 

Jctemiah Davis . . . . . 

Comi* Davis 

EdwdWoodmaa . . . 

SanQ Pocr 

Joseph Poer Judt . . . 

Edwra Poer 

A(|uilla Chact 

Danll Mttwilloway . . . 

Benj Lowle 

Charts Anis 

Hugh March Jnar . . . 

John Swetl 

AhiellLoog 

Widv Reb* Browne . . 

Jno Browns 

Peter Godfrey 

Richd Browns .... 
Joshua Browne (Constable) 

Henry Luni 

WmBohoQ 

Wmffafiing 

Tho: Rodgers ... 

Jn«MitchUl 

ThoChacc 

Tho: Holfaisbes .... 

AbellHoM 

Moses Chaes 

Hugh Piks 

WmMuftt 

Jno Emery Jon' .... 

Wm Sawyer 

Steph. Sawyer .... 

Jn« Sawyer 

Saraoell Sawyer .... 

Jn«Chacc 

Benj Mors 

Zach Ayers 

Tho: Bartlet 

Jn«Greeaksf 

Jn« Worth 

AbellPilsbory . . . . 
JobPnsbniy 
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Wb Hlsbory i 140 o.o« 

David Kily ioo« oe« 

James Coffa aao« 000 

Joseph Ilalcy latia 610 

Tobi Colcnua 1046 •10 

Jooath Thorlo ...... 1100 oi« 

RkhdTharle looo 000 

Ayrea at 

SamOAyres 1 1 12 40 v^s j e 

John Craw ■•oo 000 

Hcnfy Toltwood 1000 oieo4eoo« •• ^ 

Henry DoW aaou oioooaoeo $ % 3 

Total 969 

By virtue of a marrant from Jno Usher Esqr Rcccivr GenH of his Maje* Revcnves i^m Us 
Territory and Dominion in Ncwc England bearing date July 14, ia y** fonrth year ol his Majct 
Rcisnc Annoq Dom* 168S. We y« subscribed Comis»ioner & Selectmen of Newbury being melt ^ 
together this jo of August 1688 h^ve made a list of the male prsons of our Townc, from fofcteca . . 

years old & upwards ft a true estinution of all Reall & prsnoall esUte, according to y« act of i ^ f 
Council] according as is conuined in these five shecu & y« sum is Sixty pounds two ShilBi^ ^ ^ / V^ 
uspence. T f t 
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I IcJorsed. | 



Danid Cheny 
Joshua Browne 



Newberry Rat* 
Z60 a 6 

Constoh. 



Tmomas Noraa^ Co* 

D. Paincs f . t*««». 

jAconTorrAM ) o« Newboiy. 



Newberry Rates 



(Voir 






(The rate was written 00 ux sheets. The second sheet begins with the name of Ridi*d Pet- 
mgall, the third m-ith that of Jofuth*n Emery, the fourth with that of Cape Tho. Koye^ the ftftis 
with that of John Davis, and the sixth with that of Benj. Mors.) 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

WTien it became known that King James II. had been 
compelled to leave England, and that William, Prince of 
Orange, had entered London in triumph, the inhabitants of 
the colony of Massachusetts Bay, irritated and exasperated 
by the arbitrary laws and illegal taxes to which they had been 
subjected under Sir Edmund Andros, determined to submit 
no longer to his despotic rule. April i8, 1689, they de- 
manded the surrender of the fort on Castle island in Boston 
harbor, seized and imprisoned Sir Edmund Andros, and in the 
month of July following sent him to England by order of 
King William III. 

A committee of safety, composed of some of the most 
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2o8 HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

prominent citizens of Boston, was ap]K)inted to correspond 
with the authorities of other towns in the colony in regard 
to the organization of a temporary government. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Kewbur}% 
held May 6, 1689, Capt. Thomas Noyes and Lieut. Stephen 
Greenleaf, sr., were chosen to consult with the Committee 
of Safety in Boston, "and consider with them what may 
be best for the conserN-ation of the jx'ace of the country." • 
Plans for a provisional government, with all the powers and 
privileges needed for such an emergency, were matured, and 
submitted to the freemen of the colony for approval. 

May 20, 1689, the inhabitants of Newbury voted that 
"we freely now give our consent to the freemen of this 
Towne to make choyce of the Gov', Dept. Gov', and the As- 
sistants chosen and sworn in the year 1686 to be our Lawfull 
authority, and desire our Representatives which we make 
choyce of to attend this business this weeke or so long as 
they necessiarily may be detained in settling this matter and 
that the ffreemen choose and send down their deputys as 
formerly." ♦ 

At a meeting held June 3, 1689, Capt. Thomas Noyes and 
Lieut. Stephen Greenleaf, sr., were again chosen to rep- 
resent the freemen of Newbury in Boston in compliance with 
an order received from the Committee of Safety, dated May 
30, 1689. 

June 21, 1689, "by order of the Governm' & Committee 
of Safety dated June 14, 1689," a meeting was held for the 
election of town officers in Newbur}'. Richard Dummer was 
chosen moderator, Moses Little and Benjamin Morse ^con- 
stables. 

Moses Gerrish, Joseph Pike, Abraham Adams, Joseph 
Knight, and John Emery, selectmen. 

John Noyes, Richard Brown, Daniel Merrill, and John 
Badger, way wardens. It was also "voted to allow the 
selectmen only twenty shillings a piece for this years ser- 
vice." 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town held July i, 
1689, 

*To«B of Newbury Rtcordi, vol. fi^ p. let. 



^'^^■fWiP^^'^^^^w^pt.v^.^.^, ■ iiiwi^tw^r^^— pw—ii— niyy»<—^ii II m^-m^mmm 



■ .1 



4' 

■ « 



THE SETTLEMEXT AT MERRIMACK RIVER 209 

. . . ffor the settling of our millitia for the prsent exegences it was 
^3 voted that our desire is that all our milletery officers that were ia 

^ comission upon May 12, 16S6 do take y care and conduct of us in 

peace and war, as they in their discresion shall see meete untill we 
shall have time and opportunit)' for a farther cho>'ce.* 

It was also voted yt the selectmen shall forth wt>> provide eight bushels 
of wheat & get it amediately made into biskit to be disposed of accord- 
ing to yc discression of the Captains to such souldiers as shall go out 
against ye Indians or for }*< use of the Towne otherwise, if y be not 
occasion for y« end afores<* 

Also we desire & empower y« s<i Committee of militia to appoynt so 
many houses to be fortified among us as they shall see cause & to pro* 
portion so many familys to each fortification according to the)**' dis> 
cression.* 



' i 
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[\ The new charter establishing the pro\ince of Massachui 

^ ^ setts Bay was, after considerable delay, granted by the king 

in September, 1691 ; and Sir William Phips w-as appointed 
f I royal governor. He arrived in Boston May 14, 1692; and a 

j few days later the new government was inaugurated with an 

im|x>sing civil and military parade. Writs were issued for an 
j election of deputies to the General Court to be held on the 

eighth day of June following. Capt. Daniel Pierce and Capt. 
Thomas Noyes were chosen to represent Newbury in the first 
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legislative assembly convened under the new charter. 
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DIVISION OF THE UPPER COMMONS. 



! |[^ j As early as May 21, 1679, a committee, consisting of Mr. 

John Woodbridge, Mr. Richard Dumer, jr., Henry Jaques, 

Tristram Coffin, John Emery, jr., Francis Brown, John 

Baily, Robert Long, Richard Bartlett, James Ordway, Tho. 

, j Hale, jr., and Capt. Daniel Peirce, was appointed to dcxise, if 

]^j possible, a way or plan for the division among the freeholders 

I of the " upper commons," or the " upper woods " as they were 

sometimes called, from Artichoke river to the Bradford line. 

In consequence, however, of some dissatisfaction among 
the inhabitants, who were not freeholders, and therefore not 
directly benefited by the proposed distribution, no definite 
plan was adopted until several years later. At a legal meet- 

*TowB of Newbaiy Rccotds, vol. tt. 
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ing of the freemen and freeholders, held January i6, 1683-4, 
it was voted " that six thousand acres of the upper common 
shall be lotted out, namely, one thousand acres to the non- 
freeholders, and soldiers, and five thousand acres to the free- 
holders, to e\ery freeholder alike, with an addition to some 
few men that have deser\'ed more, and this shall not be a 
precedent to the future in the ordering or dividing of any 
other part of the common." • 

Further proceedings were delayed until the freemen and 
freeholders could agree upon the size of the lots and the 
number of persons to whom one or more of these lots should 
be assigned. • 

May 5, 1686, a committee consisting of John Woodbridge, 
Esq., Capt. Richard Dumer, Capt. Daniel Pcirce, Capt. 
Thomas Noyes, Lieut. [Tristram] Coffin, Deacon [Cutting] 
Noyes, Deacon [Robert] Long, Ensign [Nathaniel] Clarke, 
Mr. Richard Bartlet, Lieut. [Stephen] Greenleaf, Mr. Richard 
Dole, sr., Sergt. [Caleb] Moody, James Ordway, sr., Sergt. 
John Emery, jr., Joseph Pike, George March, and Henry 
Short, u'as chosen " to agree upon a mcete way of dividing 
the commons and bring in they' result and conclusion to the 
towne." ♦ 

The committee reported October 20, 1686; and the town 
voted " that the upper commons be divided in the following 
manner ; namely, the six thousand acres, one-half of them in 
quantity and quality be divided among the freeholders, to 
every freeholder a like share, and the other half of said com- 
mons be divided among all such inhabitants of this towne, 
and freeholders as have paid rates two years last past, propor- 
tionable to what each man paid by rate to the ministers rate 
in the year 1685." ♦ 

October twenty-first, a committee was appointed to lay out 
the land. At a town meeting held November twenty-sixth 
the lots were drawn, and December second the lot-layers 
were ordered to give the freeholders possession of the lots 
" in the name of ye town." 

On the first page of the Proprietors' Book, volume second, 

* Tows of Kewbory Records. 
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21 a HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

the bounds and dimensions of these lots, \\nth the names of 
the freeholders to whom they were assigned, are recorded, 

and also the following statement : — 

« 

Whereas the freeholders & inhabitants of the Towne of Newhur}* did 
by a vote of theyrs dated October 20, 1686 pass a vote y* the upper 
cofnons be divided that is the six thousand acres, the one half to ye free> 
holders, to every freeholder a like share as in ye s<) vote may appeer 
more at large And whereas ye Town at a Legal meeting October 21, 
1 686 did then apoint and choose Capt Danll pearce, Lieu< Greenleaf, 
Lieu« Coffin, Ensign Gark, Joseph Pike, and Serjent John Emery & 
Henry Short to be a committee to lave out ye above s^i six thousand 
Acres to ye freeholders and inhabitants of Newbury according to the 
rule above mentioned 

The freehold lotts being laid out by ye s<> Committee, and ye free- 
holders meeting Nov. 26, 16S6 they did then draw ye lotts yt is the free- 
hold lotts as is hereafter expressed. 

And at a legall meeting of the freeholders Dec. 2, 1 686 and of the 
whole Towne it was voted yt ye two lott layers viz. Lieut Coffin & Henry 
Short should lay out to ye freeholders and give them possession in the 
name of y« Towne of y freehold lotts according as they were drawne 
which is done and Bounded as followeth together witH ye high "wayes 
which were appointed by the Committee the second of Dec. 1686 

The first range of lotts for the freeholders begining at Serj John 
£mer)'s ffarm* and so running up Merrimack river unto Mr. Gerrish his 
farme.t 

One hundred and six lots were recorded as laid out by the 
committee apix)inted December 2, 1686; but the record was 
declared to be imperfect, and it was made void at a town 
meeting held September 26, 1687. On that day the inhabi- 
tants of the town apix)inted Tristram Coffin, Joseph Pike, 
John Emer}', and Capt. Thomas Noyes to make a new list of 
the lots, giving their bounds and limits and the names of 
the freeholders by whom they were drawn. The same com- 
mittee was chosen January 27, 1687-8, at a meeting of the 
freeholders ; but, Capt. Noyes declining to ser\'e, Richard Dole 
was elected in his place. 

The committee reported in detail March 2, 1687-8, care- 
fully describing each lot as follows : — 

* At Artichoke river. 

t Mr. John Gerri«h*t farm wat at or near the dinding line hetween the \vKn cl Newboiy aad 
BrMlfoffd. 
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The first lot fig«' (i) being in estimation thirty rods broad at Brad- 
ford rode & twenty nine rods broad at the end next the River be it 
more or less, Laid out to the originall right of Samuel Scullards 
freehold drawn or claimed by ensign Nathaniel Clark Bounded by Serj 
£mer)-s land easterly, Bradford Rode southerly, by the Second lott 
westerly, by the highway of four rods broad next Merrimack River 
northerly. 

The Second Lott fig^ (2) being in estimation eighteen rods broad 
at Bradford rode & at y« river and twenty five rods broad be it more 
or less Laid out to the original right of Thomas Colemans freehold 
drawn or claimed by Serj ffrancis Browne bounded by the first lott 
easterly, Bradford Rode southerly, by the third lott westedy, & by 
the high way of four rods broad next Merrimack River northerly. 

One hundred and eleven lots, with one additional to Peter 
Cheney "for the Mill freehold," were recorded, and also the 
statement of the committee made December 2, 16S6, and 
printed on the preceding ixige, to which a clause was added 
laying out " a highway or Rode thru' our s** land to Bradford 
line, begining at Artichoak River and so continuing to Brad- 
ford line," four rods wide.* 

DIVISION OF THE LOWER COMMONS. 

The committee appointed. May 5, 1686, to agree upon a 
plan for dividing the common land belonging to the free- 
holders of Newbury, recommended, October 20, 1686, that 
eleven hundred acres of the lower commons be divided into 
five general pastures, and the rest of the commons into wood 
lots, according to the rule adopted in the division of the upper 
commons. 

October twenty-first, the freeholders voted to allow the 
wood lots to remain undivided "for feeding, burning, and 
carting," and December 13, 1686, Capt. Thomas Noyes, 
Thomas Hale, sr.. Ensign [ ] Toppan, Joseph Ilsley, 

and Abraham Merrill were appointed a committee to lay out 
the five pastures.! 

January 13, 1701-2, the freeholders voted to divide, "acr 
cording to former rule, eighteen hundred acres of the lower 

* Town 6L If cwlMiry (Proprietors*) Records, voL \\., pp. u-^is inchiriTi;, 
tIbid.,vol. I., p. 17. 
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commonSy resemng pasturage for four cows for the ministry 
in the cast end of the towne, three for the ministry in the 
west end, three for the free school, and the herbage of twenty 
cows for the benefit of the towns poor." • 

January 21, 170 1-2, a committee was appointed "to stint 
as to herbage" all the common land remaining undivided, 
and also to apportion among the freeholders and inhabitants, 
according to the rule previously adopted, all the wood and 
timber standing on the said land. The committee, "consist- 
ing of John Pike, Jacob Toppin, Aquila Chace, Stephen 
Jaques, Henry Somerby, John Ordway, Henry Short, and 
TTiomas Hale," completed their work December 12, I702.f 

June 22, 1708, the herbage on the wood lots and on other 
land lying in common was again divided among the freehold- 
ers and inhabitants of the town in proix)rtion to the tax that 
each man paid for the support of the ministry in 1685. 

July 6, 1708, a committee appointed for that purpose re- 
ported in favor of dividing the wood lots into two general 
l^astures, and the other common lands into four pastures, to 
be held by the persons to whom they were assigned for their 
sole use and benefit.^ 

March 14, 1714-15, the town granted Joseph Ilsley, Richard 
Kelly, John Pike, and others " liberty to build a pound by 
the country road near John Hales house for the impounding of 
cattle trespassing ujwn the general jxisture at old town." 

RIVER LOTS AND PUBLIC LANDINGS. 

WTien the new town was laid out in 1645, there was eW- 
dently a narrow strip of land along the bank of the Merri- 
mack river that was not divided among the freeholders. 

March 14, 1698-9 the lotllaycrs wth Maj' Thomas Noyes, M' George 
March, Cap« Stephen Greenleaf, & M' William Noyes were chosen a 
committee to measure the Bank of Merrimack River belonging to the 
Towne from Capt John Kents to CoU Peirces little meadow { and bring 

*Towii of Newbttiy Records ; also, Proprietore' Records, toI. U., pp. 86-100, faiclmhrt. 

t Town ol Newbury (Proprietors') Records, vol. ii., pp. 47-tSt iaclashrt. 

X Ibid., vol. il., pp. ii»>is5. 

fCspt. John Kent's land was at the foot of what b now Kent street, Kewborypoit, and CoL 
Pcircc*s little meadow was near tht comer of Ocean aTeniM and Plum Island tompikt. 
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Colica ffraacr . 
Anthoi Mort . 
jno Hale Jur . 
Joseph plumer Jua' 
Peter Chcny Jar 
George bardec 
Thomas Grec* 
James Stuart . 
Ben Goodridf Jar 
Hugh Mathews 
SiK-aous Plumer 
SamH Grccnleaf 
James March . 
Nath Cbrk J«r 
Kdward Ordwaj 
Jno Match . . 
Abcll Hum Jur 
WmHoae . . 
DaaU Petrcc Jar 
Jno Stickocy . 
Joseph Ulieclcr 
Mr L. Hart 
Steph Emery . 
CaptTho: Noycs 
MrH.ScwaU . 
Le\* Woodman 
Levi Grecnlcl Senr 
Lcv< Greeakf Jar 
Ensign Toppaa • 
Serj Browna . . 
Serj Emciy . . . 
Serj Webster . . 
Serj Utile . . . 
Mr Woodman ft Jooathaa 
Mr Jno SewaU 
Deca Umfi . . 
DecnCofBn 
DrDoU . . . 
MnUltitt . . 
CorpD Smith . 
Jao St Joseph Ba jley 
Henry Somerby . 
Isaac Bajley . . 
Rich4 Bartlet Sear 
Saroll Baitlet . . 
Kich4 Bartlet Jar 
Mr H. March Sear 
Abram Mernll . 
Daniel McrriD . 
AbellMcfifl] . . 
Ja* Merrill . . . 
PeaaD lliconb • 
WmTltcorob . . 
Caleb Richdsoa . 
Joseph Rkh««w . 
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July 23, 1 734 Then received of M' James Badger the sum of forty 
shillings for Breach of the Law in taking in a tenant and not Informing 
yc town clerk nor selectmen of y« town of his so doing; the tenants name 
is Nathan presly with his wife and four children. ■■ 

William Ilsley \ Selectmen 
Moses Gerrish V far 
Joseph Coffin ) Newbury • 

November 25, 1734 Received of Moses Titcomb forty shillings for 
taking in a tenant and not Informing yc town clerk nor Selectmen of j* 
town of his so doing ; the tenants name is Stephen Jackman with his 
wife and several children.* 

MERCHANDISE LOST AND FOUND. 

The General Court, in a law passed June 15, 1698, pro- 
\aded that any jjcrson finding horses, sheep, cattle, money, or 
goods " shall give notice thereof in writing unto the clerk of 
the town in which they were found, to be entered in a book 
to be kept for that purix)se : and shall also cause the same to be 
cr}'ed by the constable or publick cryer in such town, on three 
several days, at a publick meeting of the inhabitants thereof ; 
and to be posted up in some publick place." f 

A few of these legal notices, recorded by the town clerk 
of Newbury, are as follows : — 

In the month of April, 17 14, Peter Coffin reported having 
found ** a ^word or rapier." 

May 16, 171 5, Mr. Fawn Clement found a lot of ship 
timber "to ye number of about seaventy sticks which are 
hewed and suitable for fuddocks and naval timbers and 
knees."- 

June 15, 171 5, Major D. Daxison reported having foimd 
" a wallet with about nine pounds of cotton wool in it & a 
small bag with about eight pound of sugar in y* s* bag." 

March 30, 1718, Joseph March reported as found "in 
September last a cannoo of about twelve foot in length and 
about three foot in wedth with a bolt and Ring in y* hed of 
s** cannoo and a piece of plank across y* stem : y* cannoo was 
very much shaken," 

* Reoords of tht Sclcctmca of Newbury, 
t Province La«i» vol. i., p. $16. 
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October 15, 1719 Mr. Joseph Boynton of Rowle informed of his 
finding three pounds^ one shilling & six in paper money. 

November 30, 1 727 a gold ring was found in the town of Newbury 
by John Uradbur}' of Salisbury. 

April 20y 1 728 a little before sun sett found in y< Towne of Newbury 
a wash leather deerskin by Enos Bartlet without any mark. 

April 18, 1736 Found by M' John Noyes one silver seal in )'« Town 
of Newbury with the letters H. I. marked in said seaL 

January 12, 1736-7 Joseph Lunt informed that he & John Moodey 
Jum found a pine mast of about fifty three foot long on plumb Hand. 

November 30, 1 760 taken up by Richard Kent one barrell of Cyder 
supposed to be Drove on Shore near his house, by stress of weather, 
no owner as yt appears. 

MORTGAGE LOANS AND BILLS OF CREDIT. 

September 20, 1721, the town of Newbur)' voted to receive 
its proportion of the bills of credit issued by the treasurer 
of the province of Massachusetts Bay, under the act passed 
by the General Court July 13, 1720; and Deacon Nathaniel 
Coffin, Ensign William Titcomb, and Lieut. Henry Rolfe 
were appointed trustees to take charge of the same. 

They shall also let out & improve s<l money for yc benefit of s^ 
Towne at five per cent per annum to settled substantial inhabitants of 
our Towne & they shall lett to no person less than ten pounds & shall 
lett to no one person more than thirt)* pounds at one time & that upon 
good personal security & they shall not lett s<> money for longer time 
than one year at a time, — and we do allso give s^ trustees or yc major 
part of them full power to receive and gather in all y« money which 
they ^shall so lett out with yc interest which shall become dew for y* 
same & they shall pay into y« Towne or their order, yearly y« interests 
of %^ money as it shall become due & shall render to y« Towne yearly a 
faire & Just account of their doings in this afaire in writing under their 
hands, so long as they are continued in s<i office of Trustees : allso )** 
Towne reser\'es liberty to Release s<i trustees & chuse others when they 
se cause to do it : & s<i Towne reser%'es liberty to give s<> trustees other 
instructions to act by in this business which s<i Trustees shall conform 
to : when given.* 

November 22, 1727, the General Court pro\ided for another 
loan of sixty thousand ix)unds in bills of credit to the \'arious 
towns in the province. April 16, 1728, **Maj' Joseph Ger- \ 

*TowBof Ncwboiy Rtcordt. • 



m^m'mm^'wmf>^f''mmn'f^'Tmmmm'''^m^^9'^^m^r^fm'^f'^^ 



THE SETTLEMENT A T MERRIMACK RIVER 



219 



rish. Deacon Abiel Somcrby and Deacon Caleb Moody " were 
chosen trustees by the town of Newbury to receive and take 
charge of bills of credit to the amount of £»\^'yA^ \^s^ and 
to manage and invest the same upon the following terms and 
conditions : — 

1. They shall let to no one man more than thirty pounds or less than 
ten pounds of our bills of credit 

2. They shall take good & substantial! sureties or personal security 
according to )*« province act. 

3. They shall let out none of s<i Bills of Credit for a longer time than 
one year & shall let none of said Bills of Credit out of this Towne. 

4. They shall gather in & pay in unto y« Treasurer of )*« province 
four per cent annually according to )*« province act. 

5. That no man be taken as a surety for more than one man at a 
time. 

6. The said Trustees shall act in this afaire as they shall receive in- 
structions from y« Towne. 

7. They shall give to y« Towne a plain, just & true account of their 
doings herein under their hands from time to time when it shall be 
called for.*, 

February 25, 1729-30, the inhabitants of Newbury voted 
" that one hundrc*d pounds of this Towns bills of credit which 
are in y* hands of Henry Rolf, Esq, Ensign William Titcomb 
& Nath" Coffin (as they are a committee imploycd by s** Town, 
ect.) for & toward y* paying of Francis Wilks, & Jonathan 
Belcher, Esq. for what cost & charge they have been, or may 
be at, in doing- business (at y* court of great Britain) for & in 
behalf of his Majesties province of )'• Massachusetts Bay in 
New England ; y* selectmen are hereby ordered to draw said 
money out of y* hands of said committee & send it to y* 
speaker of y* House of Representatives to be by him disposed, 
of for y* use & serx'is above mentioned if y* selectmen se cause 

to do it." t 

Subsequently a part of the interest received from these 

bills of credit was used to defray the expenses of the Third 

Parish Church in Newbury .J 

*To«ii of Ntwbory Rccorda. 

t Ibid. *' Passed in the affinnative, and not one man was known to vote af ainst k.*' 

I " Ould Ntwbnrj,** p. 4SS- 
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PLUM ISLAND. 



For nearly fifteen years after the incorporation of the towTi 
of Ncwbur)' the General Court retained possession of the low, 
narrow island that extends from the mouth of the Ipswich 
river to the mouth of the Merrimack. The following order 
was passed March 13, 1639: — 

Plum Island is to remaine in the Courts power only for the present 
Ipswich, Newebury, and the newe plantation (Rowley) between them 
may have the use of it, till the Court shall see cause otherwise to dis- 
pose of it* ' * ~ 

At a meeting of the freemen of Newbury held March 6, 
1648-9, "... there was chosen Mr. William Gerrish, John 
Saunders, Daniel Pierce, Henry Shorte, Richard Knight, 
Robert Coker, William Titcomb, Archelaus Woodman and 
John Merrill, to bee a committee for the towne to view the 
passages into Plum Island and to informe the courte by way 
of jxrtition concerning the rights the towne hath to the sayd 
island and to have full power with M' Edward Rawson to 
draw forth a petition and present it to the ne.\t general 
courte." t ' 

Mr Edward Rawson, M' John Spencer and Mr Woodman was 
chosen by the towne to joyne with those men of Ipswich and Rowley, 
that was appointed to bee a committee about Plum is1and.t 

At the next session of the General Court, Thomas Parker, 
Percix-al Lowle, John Spencer, John Saunders, James Noyes, 
William Gerrish, Edward Woodman, Henry Shorte, and 
Richard Knight (or Kent?) presented a petition "in the 
name of the whole town," in which they set forth the claims 
of the inhabitants of Newbury to the free and unrestricted 
use of the whole island. The General Court, however, granted 
October 19, 1649, "two parts to Ipswich, two to Newbury, 
and one to Rowley." \ 

September 23 and 26, 1661, all the marsh land in New- 
bury bordering on Plum Island river was divided among the 

* MauachusctU Cwlooy Rccordi* vol. I., p. asa. 

t Town of Newbury Records, vol. L 

I Coffin's History of Newbury, |>p. s^ S' % Massachusetts Archives, voL odi., pp. 14, s). 
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freeholders of the town.* The first division extended from 
Rowley bounds to Sandy beach, in lots of four acres each 
numbered from one to fifty-one, and the second di\ision from 
one to thirteen, inclusive ; also, about one hundred acres " be- 
ginning at the upland next Merrimack Barre and so extend- 
ing to Sandy Beach," seventeen lots in all, of varying size, 
from four to ten acres each ; " also the marsh land in the 
neck over the Great River," fourteen lots of five acres each.f 

TTie incoming tide, with the safty flavor of the sea, fre- 
quently overflowed the low, level marshes and rendered them 
productive and x-aluable. Large crops of salt hay were cut 
from them every year without fear of impoverishing the soil. 
Mowing machines and horse-rakes had not then been invented, 
and hand scythes were used in cutting, and small wooden 
rakes in turning and making the hay that was piled in cone- 
shaped stacks or ricks until it could be removed. 
. Although the northerly end of Plum island is only a suc- 
cession of sandhills, with a few straggling bushes and thin 
patches of coarse grass scattered here and there, the southern 
extremity is more fertile. Horses and cattle belonging to the 
inhabitants of Ipswich, Newbury, and Rowley, were pastured 
there during the summer months ; and sometimes the number 
was so large that the scanty herbage growing there was in- 
sufficient to support them. In answer to the petition of the 
selectmen of Ipswich, the General Court ordered. May 30, 
1679, "that no horses or cattle be put upon said island with- 
out the consent of the major part of the proprietors of the 
said island." | 

At that date all the land on the northerly side of the 
Rowley line, on Plum island, was held in common by the in- 
habitants of Newbury, except about eighty acres previously 
granted Richard Dole and Henry Jaques in exchange for a 
certain number of acres of marsh land. 

"June 10, 1662, there was laid out unto Richard Dole & 

* The sutcmcat m Coffin's Hutory of Xcwbury, p. ^4* and ia " Ould Newbury/' p. ais, that 
the island was divided at that time, is iocorrect, as the divisioa evidently included only the marsh 
laad along Plum Island river. 

t Newbury (Proprietors') Records, vol. I., pp. 67-74* Sadoshra. • 

I Massachusetts Coloay Records, vol v., p. a|a; also, *' Ould Newboiy," p. si|. 
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Henry Jaques a parcel! of upland in plumb island joyning to 
Rowley bounds on the south and Newbury marsh on the 
west " * by Richard Knight, John Knight, William Titcomh, 
Archclaus Woodman, and Hugh March for the town of New- 
bury. November 12, 1675, the same persons, with the ad- 
dition of John Emery, sr., consented to a revision of the 
bounds and limits of the above-described land.f 

April 5, 1 7 14, the town of Newbury "voted to grant 
liberty to M' Benjamin Woodbridge and M' Henry Somerby 
to cut timber on Plum Island to finish two wharfs with." X 
It was also voted May 8, 17 17, "that all neat cattle and 
horses shall be kept off Plum Island from May first to Octo- 
ber first every year." § In 1739, the General Court passed 
an act to prevent horses, cattle, sheep, and swine from run- 
ning at large on Plum island. This act was renewed from 
time to time until the year 1 792. 

March 25, 1755, the proprietors of that portion of the 
island lying within the limits of Newbury met at the town- 
house in Newbury. A committee was chosen to prosecute 
all persons trespassing upon the property of the proprietors, 
and the same committee was instructed to take charge of all 
merchandise thrown upon the beach by the force of the wind 
or the action of the sea. Similar committees were appointed 
at meetings held in 1756, and subsequently.! 

At a meeting of the proprietors, held September 2, 1827, 
the standing committee, consisting of Daniel Adams, 3dy 
Anthony Davenport, and Josiah Little, wer6 instructed to sell 
at public auction " all the lands belonging to the said Proprie- 
tors in the town of Newbury" ; and December 29, 1827, "as 
agents for the Freeholders & Proprietors of common and un- 
A divided land in Newbury, West Newbury, and Newburyport,** 

they sold and conveyed by quitclaim deed for the sum of six 
hundred dollars to Moses Pettingell, of Newbury, " That part 
of Plumb Island lying & situate in said town of Newbury, 
containing twelve hundred acres, more or less," " reserving 
for public use the public buildings and the way leading to the 

*T<m« of Newbttij Records, vof.i.,pw 89. t Ibid., p. 67. 

ICoAb's History of Newbory, p. 18s. f Town of If ewboij Records 
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same : also a privilege for the dwelling house & for the light 
houses belonging to the United States." * 

SMALL-POX AND OTHER CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

Stringent rules and regulations were adopted by the town 
of Newbury to prevent the introduction of contagious dis- 
eases. 

March to, 1 690-1, the selectmen were ordered to see that 
all persons infected with small-ix)x were removed to some 
isolated place, and provided with nurses and attendants. 
They were also ordered to supply food and clothing to the 
persons so removed, and to the families of those who were 
unable to take care of themselves.f 

March 24, 1729-30, the selectmen were instructed "to use 
their utmost endeavors to prevent persons & goods being 
brought from Boston into this Towne whereby we may be in 
danger of having y« small-pox brought among us." f 

March 10, 1751-2, a committee was chosen to inspect all 
vessels that came into the Merrimack river, " to see whether 
there are any cases of small-pox on board " ; and the same 
committee was instructed to grve immediate notice to the 
selectmen if they found any person sick with small-pox in 
any dwelling-house within the limits of the town. On the 
twenty-seventh day of March following, the selectmen were 
authorized to prohibit the passing and repassing of boats over 
Parker river containing goods liable or supposed to be in- 
fected with small-pox. They were also instructed to build 
a dwelling-house on Plum island, " near the upper end of said 
island," for the town's use ; to order all vessels coming into 
Merrimack river "to anchor below Hook's Point until they 
are Properly examined ; and to publish the substance of these 
votes in the newspapers of the day." f 

Bills for labor, glass, and lumber " for ye house on Plum 
Island," were charged in the account of disbursements ren- 
dered by the selectmen for the year 1752. 

In November, 1759, several cases of small-pox were re- 

* Emcx Deeds, book oodvL, p. 270. t.Towv of Nt«b«rj IlMovds. * 
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ported in the West parish, " near the plains " ; and, before 
the disease could be stayed, thirty-six persons, all but two oC 
them adults, died. 

March 28, 1763, the inhabitants of the town appointed a 
committee to select a convenient place for a " Pest House,** 
and ascertain the cost of building the same ; and May 1 2, 
1763, they voted "to build the Pest House in the great pas- 
ture, to be 38 feet long, 28 feet wide and one story high.** • 

Januarj' 27, 1763-4, the selectmen were authorized to pro- 
vide gates for the old-town bridge and Thorley's bridge, and 
also gatemen, or guards " to prevent any person infected with 
the small pox from coming into the town." * 

May 1 5, 1 764, the town voted that the selectmen of New- 
bur)port be notified that the guards appointed to prevent the 
spread of small-pox had been discharged, and that travellers 
could jxiss the gates at the bridges without inspection.* 

AMMUNITION AND POWDER-HOUSE. 

The selectmen of Newbury were required to provide 
powder and ammunition for the militia, and were instructed 
to keep a reasonable supply on hand at all times. 

September 2, 1670, John Bartlett, William Chandler, Ed- 
mund ^loores, Samuel Plummer, and Caleb Moody, selectmen, 
*• received of Nathaniel Clarke a barrell of powder for the 
Townes use for which they agree to pay ten pounds." • 

January 9, 1676, the selectmen ordered " that a barrel' of 
IK)wder be purchased & also fifteen hundred flints." * 

Under the law enacted by the General Court November 
22, 1693, every town in the province of Massachusetts Bay 
was required to provide " a barrel of good powder, two hun- 
dred weight of bullets and three hundred flints for every 
sixty listed souldiers." f 

In 1722, the selectmen of Newbury had on hand seven 
bags and two casks, containing five hundred and forty-three 
pounds of bullets, and eight casks, containing three hundred 
and fifty-seven pounds of powder.J 

* Town of Newbury Recofda. • t Province Lawt, vol. I., p. iji. 

I CoAa*s Hinloffy of Ncwbory, p. 1^. 
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May 15, 1 74 1, the inhabitants of the town voted to divide, 
in equal proportions, among the organized parishes all the 
ammunition belonging to the town, and to instruct the select- 
men to see that it was safely stored and kept.* 

May 16, 1743, the selectmen were authorized to agree 
with some suitable person to build a convenient house " in 
which to keep the town's stock of ammunition ** ; but they 
evidently did not avail themselves of the privilege granted 
them, for the inhabitants of the town voted, October 30, 174S, 
that the selectmen provide a suitable place "in which to 
keep the Town's stock of powder," and, March 12, 1753-4, 
ordered the selectmen " to build a powder house." * 

February 19, 1754-S, the selectmen paid Abiel Somerby 
;£6, s^. 4//. " for bricks for y* Powder House" ; and a few 
weeks later they paid several small bills for shingles and 
rocks and for labor on the building. 



SECOND PARISH. 

As early as 1685 the inhabitants of the west end of the 
town, living four or five miles from the meeting-house, asked 
permission and help to enable them to establish and maintain 
the public worship of God near their own dwellings. Three 
or four years later a few individuals erected a meeting-house 
on land at or near the place where " the uay to the mill, at 
the mouth of Artichoke river " crosses the road leading to 
Bartlett's cove, marked X on the map on page 239. They 
invited Mr. Edward TTiompson to officiate as minister there ; 
but the town objected to his coming, and protested against 
his being allowed " to set up a lecture and preach." 

After a long and bittter contest between the zealous 
friends and vigorous opponents of Mr. Thompson, a compro- 
mise was effected, and a committee appointed December 21, 
1694, "to draw up articles and proposals in order to setting 
off part of the west end of the townc " as a separate parish. 

January i, 1694-5, the town voted 

. . . that Pipe Stave Hill, near Daniel Jaques* house shall be the 
place for the meeting house, and those that live nearest to the place 

*TowB ol Ncivbuiy lUeorAk % 
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shall pay to the ministr)* there, and those that Uve nearest to the old 
meeting house shall pay there: the inhabitants of the west end to 
choose a minister for themselves, only M' Thompson excepted. The 
meeting house to stand where it do until the major part of them see 
cause to remove it 

It is not to be understood that any of those that are usually called 
the ffarms, or those lands commonly called the ffalls are to belong to 
the west part of the Towne as to the maintaining of a minister but the 
dividing line shall be from the middle way between the proposed place 
on pipe stave hill to the old meeting house and from the s^ roidle waj 
in the Rode to run on a streight line to ffrancis Brownes house neer 
birchen meadow & so streight to the Little pond.* 

The dividing line between the First and Second jiarishes 
shown on the map on jxige 239 extends from A to C, and 
thence to a jxiint on the Merrimack river, nearly opposite 
Deer island, numbered 25. 

During the summer of 1696 the building erected by the 
inhabitants of the west end of the town in 1689 ^^ 1690 was 
enlarged and rejxiired. About an acre of land adjoining was 
enclosed with a stone fence or wall, and is now known as 
" the burying ground at Sawyer's hill." f 

May 17, 1700, Deacon Benjamin Morss was instructed to 
prepare a petition to be presented to the General Court for 
authority to levy taxes and to elect assessors, collectors, and 
other officers necessary to carry on the work of the parish ; J 
and January 25, 1710-11, Sergt. John Ordway and Sergt, 
Joseph Pike were appointcxl a committee "to desire y* town 
of Newbury to choose men to join with them to run y* line 
between y' Town & y* West precinct and also to settle y* 
bounds according to the Towns vote." § 

March 13, 1710-11 Major Henry Somerby and the two lot layers 
chosen a committee to run the line between yc Town and the West 
precinct I 

Samuel Sewall states in his diary, under the date of May 
10, 1709, that he "visited cousin Jacob Toppan and laid a 
stone in the foundation of y* meeting house at Pipe StafiT 
hill." The building of this new house of worship created 

*Town of Ntwbary (Proprietors') Records vol. I., p. »%, 

t " Ould Newbuiy," pp. j6s-)e7. | Ncwlniry (Sccood Parish) Records, p. 15. 

§ IbM^ p. >^ I Town of Newboij Rocordib 
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considerable dissatisfaction in the parish; and some of the 
inhabitants living in the vicinity of Sa\v}er*s hill, by the 
advice and with the assistance of Mr. John Bridger, of Ports- 
mouth, N.H., erected in 171 1 "Queen Anne's Chapel." On 
Sundays and holy days they held service there " according to 
the rubrics and ritual of the established Church of England " 
until the close of the year 1 766. The land upon which the 
chapel stood now forms a part of Belleville cemetery, New- 
bury port.* 

November 11, 1734, the inhabitants of the First parish in 
Newbury, in answer to the petition of Lieut. Joseph Pike and 
others, voted to enlarge the Second parish (which had been 
reduced by the incorporation of the Fourth parish), and make 
some changes in the dividing line, as follows : — 

Beginning at the midway between the two meeting houses in said 
parishes, in the road near where John Chace formerly dwelt, thence 
runfiing to the westerly end of Thomas Browns house, formerly called 
John Browns upper house, and on the same line to the way on ye 
southerly side of said House, and thence by said way running south- 
easterly to the way leading from John Coffins to the way called Ash 
street and thence to run westerly by said way to the way by which Dea. 
Thomas Chace dwells, called Wheat street, being the bounds between 
the second and fourth parishes : on condition said second parish abate 
the money which they have assessed on Andrew Downer as to poll 
and estate within said line, and the said Downer and his estate. Real 
and personal, are reserved to the first parish during their pleasure, 
which is to be abated if accepted by said second parbh and entered in 
their Records as accepted on the aforementioned conditions.! 

December 31, 1734, the inhabitants of the Second parish 
voted " to accept the addition which the first parish in New- 
bury granted to the second parish by their vote on the ii*^ 
day of November 1734." J 

As originally laid out, the parish covered a large area, and 
included maiiy picturesque hills within its limits. Crane 
Neck hill, llsley's hill, Turkey hill, and Archelaus hill, lifted 
their dome-shaped summits above the level of the surround- 
ing country, while Indian hill and Pipe-stave hill were con- 

• " Ould Ntwbonr," pp. J63-390. t Ntwhury (First ParUb) Records, p. 94. 

I Newbury (Second Parish) Records, p. 75. 
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spicuoiis landmarks often mentioned in the early records of 

the town. • 

Only a few months after the organization of the parish the 
inhabitants were greatly alarmed by an attack on the house 
of Mr. John Brown, then standing on the southwesterly side 
of Turkey hill. October 7, 1695, a i>arty of Indians, who 
had secreted themselves in that vicinity, seized and carried 
away nine captives, all women and children.f 

BVKIELD PARISH. 

At a meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants of New- 
bury, held December 9, 1701, "Upon y* request of Mrs 
Elizabeth Dumer, M' John Dumer, Mr Joshua Woodman, M' 
William Moody, John Tricomb, Nathan Wheeler, Mrs. Jane 
Gerrish in behalf of her Tenant M' Richard Dumer, John 
Smith, Philip Goodridge Joshua Woodman, M' John Cheney, 
rollen ffraiser, Philip de-lanc, Robert Mingo y* the one half of 
their ministry rate heere may be abated for the next rate that 
is to be made," % it was voteil to grant their request, as the 
petitioners were then living at " the falls," on Parker river, 
four or five miles away from the First Parish meeting-house, 
and somewhat farther from the recently organized church in 
the Second parish. December 16, 1701, about the same 
number of persons residing in the adjoining town of Rowley 
asked aqd obtained an abatement of one-half the tax imposed 
upon them for the support of the minister in that town. In 
1702 a few individuals, owning property in the vicinity, erected 
a meeting-house on or near the dividing line between New- 
bury and Rowley, and invited Rev. Moses Hale to become 
their pastor. He accepted the invitation, and a parsonage 
was built for him in 1 703. 

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of Rowley, held 
March 16, 1702-3, it was voted: 

. . . that the inhabitants of Rowley living on the northwest side of the 
Bridge called Rj-e Plain Bridge, and on the northwest side of the hill 

• ** Oald Ncwbufy/* pp. 139-356. 

t Ibid., pp. aS7-«9o; alto pp. S9a-j9S. Hoiuc No. 184, on map of West Pariah, p. y^ 
** Ould Newbury/* was o«-ned aod occupied bjr John Browti b 1691. 

I Ncwbuiy Torn Records. 
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called Long hill and joined with the farmers of Newbury* that doth 
border on us in building a new meeting house for the worship of God 
shall be abated their rates in the ministry rate in the town of Rowley if 
they maintain with the help of our neighbours at Newbury an Athoro- 
dox minister to belong to and teach in the meeting house that they have 
built, until such time as it is judged that there is sufficient number to 
maintaine in the northwest part of our towne a minister without the help 
of our neighbours of Newbury that doth border on us.* 

February 20, 1 703-4, the inhabitants of the parish, having 
met for consultation at the residence of Rev. Moses Hale, 
decided to call the place " Byficld " in honor of Col. Nathaniel 
By field, of Boston .f The Newbury part of the parish was 
set off October 21, 1706. 

Upon reading the petition of the Inhabitants of The falls in yc town 
of Newbury, It was voted y« y« Dividing Line in reference to their pro- 
curing and maintaining a minister amongst themselves and for yt only, 
said Line shall begin att Rowley Rivers mouth, and so up said River to 
Rowley line & so all thence of the Southwardly side of the falb River 
& of the Northwardly side of the falls River, taking in John Cheney 
w<h his land he lives on, and Mr Moodeys ffarm, and the ffarm cof!\. 
only called M^ Longfellows ffarm, and M*^ Gerishes farm, and the 
westerly part of y« farm called Thirlow farm until it comes to the 
Dividing line between Francis Thirlow farm & Thomas Thirlow farm, 
— for so long a time as they shall maintain an orthodox minister 
amongst them. % 

M^y < 3» 1 7^7 y the bounds and limits of the parish on the 
Rowley side were established. 

Beginning at the great rock in Newbury line, at the head of the great 
swamp lots, and so along by the northwest end of those lots to Thomas 
Jewett*s land, and so on between said Jewett's land and Rye plain land 
to the bridge called Rye plain bridge and so [on] the way that runs to 
Long hill, being at the path this side of Francis Nelson^s house, and so 
to Long Hill, and so along to the road at the elder's plain that goeth to 
Samuel Brocklebank*s farm and following on to the farm laid out as 
the right of Thomas Barker and so to Bradford line, and along as Brad- 
ford line runs to Newbury line.§ 

The parish was incorporated in answer to a petition signed 
by John Dummer in behalf of the inhabitants of Newbury 

* MassackiiMtts Archives, vol. zL, pp. 144* S4S* t " Ould Newbofy,** pp. a9i<-|0Ob 

I Towa of Ntwbuffj Records. § History of Rowloj, bj Tboous Gsg** P* ^ 
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son of William Longfellow, paternal ancestor of the poet» 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, was living at Newbury Falls, 
•• at the place commonly known as ye high field/' and Richard 
Dummcr, jr., owned the farm, bounded on the northeast 
and the northwest by the river Parker (subsequently sold to 
Mr. Eben Parsons, brother of Theophilus Parsons), now 
known as the Fatherland farm.* 

William Dummcr, grandson of Richard Dummer, sr^ 
was appointed deputy governor of the province of Massachu- 
setts Bay June 15, 1716, and held that office for fourteen 
years. From January i, 1723, to July 28, 1728, while 
Samuel Shute, governor of the province, was in England, 
William Dummer occupied the gubernatorial chair ; and, after 
the death of governor William Burnet, September 7, 1729, he 
was again at the head of the government for nearly twelve 
months. He gave his dwelling-house and farm in Byficld 
parish to a board of trustees, with instructions that the an- 
nual income thereof should be ** appropriated and set apart 
towards the maintenance of a grammar school master." A 
school-house was erected on the Dummer farm, and dedicated 
February 28, 1763. The next day the school, under the 
charge of Samuel Moody, of York, Me., as master, com- 
menced its regular sessions. It is still in successful operation, 
under the charge of Mr. Perley L. Honie, A.M. In 1782 an 
act of incorporation was passed by the General Court, provid- 
ing for the management and control of the school, under the 
title of " The Trustees of Dummer Academy in the County 
of Essex." t 

The photo-engraving on the opposite page is taken, by per- 
mission of Mr. Joseph N. Dummer, of Rowley, from a half- 
tone plate in his possession. The portrait, painted previous 
to 1750, probably, from which the plate was taken, is the 
property of the trustees of the academy. 

THIRD PARISH. 

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the First parish in 
Newbury, held September 19, 1722, it was voted 

• " Ould Ncwl>ttJ7,'' pp. sos-jia and isT-iJow t Ibid., pp. sit-i>S- 
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that all the Inhabitants that Desire it, on the Northerly side of 

y< Lane called Chandler*s Lane, and from the uper End of said Lane on 
a Strait Line to y« Northerly side of Capt John Marchs farm and thence 
on a strait Line to John Browns house untill it comes to y« Line of y« 
Second Parish for said Town, Shall Have Liberty to Build a meeting 
house for them selves In y< most Reasonable Place for the Convenience 
of said Inhabitants, and when they are Duly Quallified for it In y« 
Judgment of said Parish, are to be set off and freed from the Ministry 
for this Part of said Parish.* 

The boundary line of the Third jxirish, beginning at the 
lower end of Chandler's lane (now Federal street, Newbury* 
port), marked E on the map on page 239, runs in a south- 
westerly direction to Capt. John March's farm, marked D, 
and thence to the line of the Second parish, marked C, and 
thence by the line of that parish to a point on the Merrimack 
river, numbered 25. 

June 9, 1725, the inhabitants of the First parish voted that 
all persons living within the bounds and limits named in the 
order adopted September 19, 1722, that are willing to be set 
off, shall be freed from the maintenance of the ministry in 
the First parish. At this date a meeting-house had been 
erected in the centre of a triangular piece of land now known 
as Market square, Newburyport. It was dedicated June 25, 
1725. 

A few individuals in the vicinity of Chandler's lane, and 
a considerable number residing in the northerly part of the 
new parish, objected to the bounds and limits agreed upon, and 
appealed to the General Court for relief. A committee ap- 
pointed by the house of representatives November 26, 1725, 
the governor and council concurring, after careful investiga- 
tion reported in favor of incorporating the parish, eight fam- 
ilies living beyond the dividing line, on the southerly side of 
Clandler's lane, to be set off with their estates to the new 
parish. This report was read and accepted at a session of 
the General Court held December 18, 1725.! 

March 22, 1726-7, the inhabitants of the JFirst parish voted 

* Ftnt Farah RcconU, p. t. 

t Massachusetts Archives (ComiI Records), toL xiH., pp. 40^ tj. 

The report is printed in full ob pp. 4]o and 4]i, " Ould Newbury *' ; but the date of lit prt^ 
cntatioB to the General Court was December iS, 17x5, not November |, lyaSk as there ttoted. 
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. . " that the third parish (called y« water side parish) should 
have the first Parishes right in y* old bell \^ was formerly im- 
proved for y* old meeting house." • 

Although this vote was passed at the request of a commit- 
tee appointed by the Third parish, no further action seems to 
have been taken in regard to it. Possibly the consent and 
co-operation of the inhabitants living within the limits of the 
Second jxirish could not be obtained. At all events, the Third 
parish voted May 23, 1727, to purchase a bell weighing 
about four hundred pounds, and also " voted that Jonathan 
Woodman should treat with some gentlemen in Boston to 
send a bell for said parish." 

In 1730, about an acre of land on the southwesterly side of 
Frog pond, now known as "The Old Hill Burying-ground,** 
Newburj'port, was enclosed with a board fence and set apart 
as a burial-place by the inhabitants of the Third parish.f 

In 1736, the meeting-house was enlarged; and September 
30, 1740, Rev. George Whitcfield preached his first sermon 
in Newbury to an immense congregation, that occupied 
every ax-ailable seat and filled to overflowing the aisles and 
galleries of that spacious building.) 

During the war between France and England, Col. Moses 
Titcomb, who was in command of a battery at the capture of 
Louisburg in 174S, re-cnlisted in the English army when 
hostilities were renewed, in 1755, between those powers. 
From the same pulpit Rev. John Lowell, pastor of the 
church, delivered a sermon, May 22, 1755, before Col. Tit- 
comb and the men under his command previous to their de- 
parture for the seat of war. Four or five months later me- 
morial exercises were held in the same place to commemorate 
the life and character of Col. Titcomb, who was killed in the 
battle at Crown Point September 8, I755.§ 

On the unoccupied land on the westerly side of the meet- 
ing-house a huge gridiron was erected after the surrender of 
Quebec, September 19, 1759; and there with demonstrations 
of joy an ox was broiled or roasted, and songs were sung com- 
memorating the victories of the year.y 

*rirBtParidiReoofds.vel.L t " Ould Newbuiy.^ p. 4SS. in>id., p. sa^ 

f I bid., pp« 46«-471* I Coffin's H btoiy ol Ncwlmiy, p. sm- 
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FOURTH PARISH. 

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the Second parish, 
held August 26, 1729, it w-as "voted to answer the petition 
that was put in to ye General Court by some of the inhabi- 
tants of y* west precinct in Newbury on August yc 20'** 1729, 
to have ye precinct divided into two parishes." ♦ 

A committee was appointed to prepare a statement to be 
presented to the General Court ; and John Brown, surveyor, 
was employed to make a map of the jxirish, showing the pro- 
posed line of division.! After considerable discussion and 
delay the freeholders consented, January 12, 1730-1, to the 
organization of the new parish, and appointed a committee, 
consisting of Nathaniel Coffin, Joseph Gerrish, and Henrj' 
Rolfe, to take such steps as might be necessary to carry the 
vote into effect. 

May 20, 1731 voted to desire y« Honourable General Court to con- 
firm and establish y« division which they [the committee] have made.^ 

June I, 1 73 1, Benjamin Hills and others opposed the re- 
port of the committee, and j^etitioned the General Court to 
give the new jxirish more territory and straighten the di\'id- 
ing line, "which is now very crooked and inconvenient." 
The petitioners, however, after a prolonged hearing were given 
" leave to withdraw " ; and the bounds and limits of the 
Fourth parish were established as follows : — 

Begining at the southerly end of the way that runs on the north- 
easterly side of Deacon Thomas Chases homestead where he now liveth 
& running up said way [Whit street or Merriirs lane] until it comes to 
Abel MerrilPs land where he now dwelleth & thence to run on the 
southerly side of said Merrill*s land until it comes to the next way 
[Downer's lane] which lies on the northeasterly side of said Merrill's 
^and, and thence on the said way until it comes to the south way, so 
called, and then to run up said south way until it meets with the land of 
Mr John Carr or Mr Thomas Noyes and then to run across to the Brad- 
ford road so as to take in all the land of the homestead of the said M' 
John Carr and Mr Thomas Noyes* land on the westerly side of said line 

• Newbury (Sccood Parish) Records, p. 6«. 

f'Ould Nembury,' ppw J9I-J9S* 

X Newbvry (Second Parnh) Records, p. 6t. 
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and from thence to nin down the lane called Baylys lane to Merrimack 
river, which line is to the westward of M' Joshua Bailey*s dwelling bouse 
and that the inhabitants of such Precinct be vested with the Powera* 
Privileges and Immunities which other Precincts within the Province 
have or by law ought to have.* 

The division line between the Second and Fourth parishes 
begins at the point B on the map on page 239, and runs in 
a northerly direction to J, thence easterly to I, northerly to 
H, westerly to G, and thence northerly to F on the Merri- 
mack river. 

December 4, 1733, this line was slightly changed in answer 
to the petition of Thomas Chase and others.f 

Rev. William Johnson was the first minister of the Fourth 
parish. He was settled September 15, 1731, and retained 
his office until his death, February 22, 1772. 



FIFTH PARISH. 

May 21,1 760, a petition was presented to the General Court, 
asking that a portion of the Second parish, on the easterly 
side of Artichoke river, and a portion of the Third parish, on 
the westerly side of Toppan's lane extending to the Merri- 
mack river on a line to be agreed u|X)n, might be set off and 
made a new parish. 

There was considerable dissatisfaction in the Second parish 
at this time on account of the location of the meeting-house 
built during the summer of 1759. November 18, 1760, the 
inhabitants of the parish " voted y* Mr Enos Bartlet, Deacon 
James Brown, and Tristram Coffin are a commi" to trye to 
remove the uneasiness from any if they can ... on ye 
account of placing ye meeting house." J 

February 18, 1761, the inhabitants of the Second parish 
appointed a committee to draw up a statement of reasons why 
the petition of Moses Little and others to be set off and in- 
corporated as a separate parish should not be granted, and 
Mr. William . Foster and Deacon Edmund Bayley were in- 

* Masnchiuctts Archives (Court RecordsX vol . xr., pp. 8a, 9s ; al«o, " Ovid Ncwtmiy,** p. 991. 
tHcwbttiyCFint Pariah) Rcoovda. S Ncwbwry (Second Fwiah) Rccocds, p. jji. 



i 



^mtf^m^'^^'^Fm 



«<xsnB 



233 HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

m 

structed to present the same to the General Court in the 
month of March next.* 

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the Third parish, 
held February 1 1, 1761, it was voted 

. . . that Daniel Farnham, Esq Mr Timothy Pike & Mr Charles 
Hodge be a committee to make answer at the next setting of the gen- 
eral court to a petition lately preferred to s^ court by a number of the 
second & third parishes wherein they pray that the general court would 
set them off all the westerly part of s^ parish as far as Mr Moses 
Moody's land on the north side of the highway and as far as Toppan*s 
lane on the south side of said way. f 

The General Court, however, after due deliberation granted 
the prayer of the petitioners, April 17, 1761, and established 
the bounds of the new parish, as follows : — 

. . . hegining at the north east Corner of Mr Moses Moody^s land by 
Merrimack river, thence by said Moody*s land on the southerly side to 
the country road [now High street, Newburyport] J thence east>vardly 
to Toppan's lane and down to the westerly end of the said lane, thence, 
upon a straight line to the southeast corner of Francis Brown's land, to 
the South way, so called, thence westerly by the said way to the south* 
west comer of the Second Parish, thence by said Parish to Stephen 
Sawyer's land on the northerly side, thence by said Sawyer*s land to the 
Road nigh his dwelling house, thence to John Rogers' mill dam, thence 
to the mouth of the Artichoke river at the river Merrimack, together 
with Capt. Stephen Ordway and his estate. § 

All persons living within the above-named limits, except 
" Edward Toppan, Samuel Cook, John Poor, Mary Morga- 
ridge, Elizabeth Pilsbury, William Weed, John Downing, 
Joseph Downer, Andrew Downer, John Rogers, junior, Peter 

* Newbuiy (Second Pariah) Recordt, p. 13a. t Xewbory (Third Parish) Records. 

t Moms Moody owned a large tract of land between the Merrimack river and the co u ntry 
road, now High street, Newburyport, extending from Moody's lane, now Woodland street, to 
a way subsequently laid out and named North street, now Oakland street, Ncwburyport. 

When the Fifth parish was incorporated, the southerly side ol Mr. Moody's land was taken as 
the boundary Une. North street was eridently not bid out until 1815, perhaps later. In a deed 
ol conveyance to Thomas Emery, dated November ai, 1796, Moses Moody mentions "land I 
have reserved lor a road two rods wide ** (" Ould Newbury,** p. 687) ; and Timothy Osgood sold 
to Samuel Osgood, April 15, 1815, land and buildings in Ncwburyport bounded "northeasterly 
on Merrimack street, northwesterly on a new street to be laid down t#o and one half rods wide" 
(Essex Deeds, vol. ccv., p. 27J). June 7, 1837, John Pearson, jrd, conveyed to True Choate ths 
same property, "bounded northeasterly by Merrimack street and northwesterly by Vonk 
street*' (Essex Deeds, vol. ccc., p. s6s). 

I Massachusetts Archives (Court RccordsX vol. sxitt., p. >os. 
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Rogers, and Abiel Rogers/* were declared, by order of the 
General Court, inhabitants of the Fifth parish. 

The boundary line of the parish, beginning at a point 
on the Merrimack river marked L on the map on page 239, 
runs by a broken line to the letter K, thence to C, thence to 
B, thence to the Artichoke river, thence by said river to its 
mouth, and thence by the Merrimack river to the bound 
begun at. 

A meeting-house was erected on Meeting-house lane, now 
Noble street, Newburyport; and a church was organized 
July 22, 1762. The first and only minister of the parish ^^'as 
settled September i, 1762, and dismissed April 28, 1784. 
Subsequently, a new religious society was formed in the 
parish, now known as " The Belleville Congregational Church 
and Society of Newburj'port " ; and a new meeting-house was 
erected on High street, near Moody's lane, now Woodland 
street, Newburyport. 

The map on the preceding page is reproduced from a draw- 
ing made by E. March for the town of Newbury in 1795.* 
A few lines showing the metes and bounds of the several 
parishes have been added : otherwise it is an exact copy, upon 
a reduced scale, of the original now on file at the State 
House in Boston. 

The location of any house or place named in the following 
list can be found by its corresponding number on the map : — 



1. Light Houfeson Plumb island 

Point 

2. Little Pine Island River. 

3. Great Pine Island River. 

4. Pine Island Mills. 

5. Pa[rjcer River. 

6. Pa[r]ker River Bridge. 

7. Little River. 

8. Pearsons Mills. 

9. Rowley River. 

10. Newbur}'port Woollen Manu- 

factory and Moody^s Mill 

11. Thurla's Bridge. 



1 2. Dumer Accadamy. 

13. Thurla's MiU. 

14. Byfield Meeting House. 

15. Hound of Newbury, Bradford 

& Rowley. 

16. Meeting House in the third 

Parish. 

17. Indian River. 

18. Bridge over Indian River. 

19. Meeting House in the second 

Parish., 

20. Artichoke River & Hoopers 

Mill 



* MasuchttMtU ArchWct (Towa rUntX vol. ix^ pUa |a 
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21. Artichoke Bridge. 27. Meeting Houfe in the first 

22. Meeting House in the fourth Parish. 

Parish. 28. Meeting House Pond. 

23. Amesbur)- fcrrey. 29. Mill Bridge. 

24. Sweats fcrrey. 30. Trotters Bridge. 

25. Efscx Merrimack Bridge. 31. New Bridge. 

26. Friends Meeting Houfe. 

The double prick*d lines exhibit the roads. 

Reputed distance from the Centre of the Town to Salem, 24 Miles; 
to Boston, 42 Miles. 

Area of Water in the Town. 

Flats around Woodbridge^s Island 853 

IMumb jsland River 359 

Little Pine Island river 25 

Great Pine Island river 30 

River Parker 490 

Little River 77 

Indian River 19 

Artichoke River 38 

Meeting Houfe 5 

1896 
TOWN-HOUSE AND COURT-HOUSE. 

A new meeting-house, the third one "sett up on the 
knowle of upland by Abraham Topixin's barne," \\*as ertictcd 
during the year 1700. July 22, 1702, the selectmen were 
instructed "to consider and rejwrt what it will cost to re- 
move the old meeting house farther from the new meeting 
house, and to fitt it up for a court house, townc house and 
school house." ♦ 

March 17, 1702-3, the town voted to repair the building 
and make such alterations as were neccssar)' for the accom- 
modation of the Court of General Sessions and the pupils of 
the town school ; but after further consideration this plan was 
abandoned, and May 23, 1705, "the old meeting house was 
granted to Richard Brown with liberty to remove it." • 

Twenty years later, February 25, 1724-5, the freeholders 
voted to build a town-house at the upper end of Grecnleaf s 

*Town of Newbury Records. 
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lane, now State street, and appointed a committee to make an 
estimate of the cost of the land, labor, and materials needed. 

At a meeting held May 13, 1728, the subject was again 
under consideration ; but no definite action was taken at that 
time. February 22, 1730-31, the town reconsidered its vote 
to build a town-house "at ye ujxir end of Greenleafs lane," 
and voted to build it in Chandler's lane, now Federal street. 

The estimated cost of the new building and the dissatis- 
faction arising from the change of location created a strong 
feeling of opposition to the measure. Subscription papers 
were circulated for the purpose of raising money to build a 
court-house and town-house near the tavern lat the head of 
Muzzey's lane, now Marlborough street; and May 11, 1733, 
the First parish of Newbury was granted " liberty to build a 
convenient town house within two years at their own cost and 
charge near lieutenant John March's house." ♦ 

May 7, 1734, Benjamin Morse, jr., sold to the First parish 
a lot of land " bounded westerly & northerly by land of the 
said Mors, easterly by a way, and southerly by land reputed 
to be Mr. Fowlers," to build a town-house upon.f 

September 18, 1734, the inhabitants of Newbury voted 
that the interest received from the bills of credit issued by 
the state should be applied " toward the finishing the Towne 
House now in building, provided the inhabitants of ye first 
parish go on & finish said House without asking anything 
more of the Towne and that said House shall be made sure 
to the Towne and County by a vote of the first parish as may 
be reasonable after it is finished." ♦ 

November 11, 1734, the parish voted that the town house 
•* now standing in Newbury near y* Dwelling house of Lieu* 
John March shall be for y* use of the town of Newbury and 
for y« use of the County of Essex for y* keeping and holding 
of Courts &c." X 

January 28, 1734-5, James Noyes and John Pearson con- 
veyed to a committee of the First parish in Newbury, consist- 

* Town ol Newbury Records. 

t Essex Deeds, vol. Ixix., p. j ; vol. cxxxti., p. 14 ; and " Onld Ncwbuiy,** pp. 1 

I Vcwbury (Ftrst Parish) Records. 
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ing of Joseph Gcrrish, Henry Rolf, John March, and Charles 
Pierce, " one Town House, so called, standing in Newbury 
aforesaid on a piece of land sold by Benjannin Mors, jun, to 
the First Parish in Newbury." ♦ 

Februar)' 27, 1734-5, Mr. John Pearson was authorized to 
receive from John Appleton, treasurer of the county ol 
Essex, the sum of two hundred pounds in settlement for the 
town and court house built by the parish.f 

Twenty -five years later, when the. building needed repairs, 
an effort was made to remove it to a more convenient loca- 
tion. May 20, 1760, Dr. Nathan Hale and several other pe- 
titioners applied to the town for an appropriation for repair- 
ing or removing the town-house. This petition was not 
granted, and on the twenty-si.\th day of May following an un- 
successful effort was made to authorize the selectmen to erect 
a new building nearer the centre of the town. 

In 1762, the county of Essex appropriated two hundred 
pounds for a new court-house in Newbury, " provided the town 
raise a like sum for the same purpose." This proposal was 
not acceptable to the legal voters of Newbury ; and they de- 
clined March 29, 1762, to co-operate with the county in the 
erection of the proposed building. Some of the inhabitants 
of the Third parish, however, subscribed a sum sufficient to 
defray the cost of '* a court house for ye use of said county 
and the inhabitants of the town of Newbury" ; and July 7, 
1762, Daniel Farnham, Michael Dalton, Jonathan Bayley, 
Thomas Woodbridge, and others purchased of Joseph Clem- 
ents eleven rods of land " on Fish Street adjoining his dwell- 
ing house," and conveyed the same to John Choate, treasurer 
of Essex County " for the uses and purposes above expressed 
and for no other use or purpose whatever." J On this land, 
at the comer of Fish, now State, and Essex streets, a com- 
modious town and court house was erected within the pres- 
ent limits of the city of Newburyport. 

The old town-house, on High street, at the head of Marl- 
borough street, was sold, in 1780, and removed. 

* Essex Deeds, toL IxrUi., p. ii. 
t Newbary (First Parish) Records. 
X Essex Deeds, book cxi., p. iii. 
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ALMSHOUSE. 

May 17, 1682, the town "voted that the selectmen shall 
have power to take care that the jxjore may be proxided for, 
and to build a cottage or cottages for them according to their 
discretion." ♦ > 

February 6, 1704-5, the selectmen were ordered to ascer- 
tain and report at a subsequent meeting the probable cost 
of a building suitable for an almshouse. The estimates sub- 
mitted were evidently unsatisfactory ; and no further action 
was taken until March 12, 1722-3, when " Ensigne William 
Titcomb, Richard Kent, Esq, & Cap' Henry Rolfe were 
chosen a committee to view a place for an alms house & make 
an estimate of the cost of land & of the building to be built." f *^ 
The report of the committee was not acceptable to the 
legal voters of the town, and further consideration of the sub- 
ject was indefinitely ix)stponed. March 12, 1733-4, a com- 
mittee, consisting of Doctor Nathan Hale, Joseph Atkins, 
Esq., Jonathan Poor, Joseph Gerrish, Esq., and Deacon 
Joshua Moody, was chosen to select a suitable lot of land and 
procure plans for the proposed new almshouse ; but the loca- 
tion selected and the plans agreed upon were vigorously 
opi)osed by some of the inhabitants, and after a heated de- 
bate the recommendations of the committee were defeated. J 

At a town meeting held March 8, 1736-7, the question 
was again discussed ; and a committee was appointed to con- 
sider the advisability of erecting a building for the accommo- 
dation of the poor of the towns of Newbur)', Amesbury, and 
Salisbury, "also to ascertain what proix)rtion of the prob- 
able cost each of the above named towns will pay." \ 

The committee was unable to secure the co-operation of 
Amesbur)' and Salisbur)' ui>on terms and conditions that were 
considered mutually advantageous; and, after several inef- 
fectual attempts to harmonize conflicting views and interests, 
the plan was abandoned, although an unsuccessful effort was 
made to revive it in the spring of 1743. § 

December 13, 1743, Joseph Gerrish, Henry Rolfe, and 

* Town of Ncwfvry Records, vol. I. t IbkL, vol. hr., p. aij. 

X Tows ol NewlMiry Records, vol. hr. f Merriirt H isiory ol Aroesbaiy, p. to& 
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John Grccnlcaf were instructed " to buy land to set a gaol 
& work house upon & to provide materials &c for said build- 
nigs. * 

February 4, 1743-4, they purchased a lot of land, four 
rods wide, on King street, now Federal street, Newburyport. 
May IS, 1750, the selectmen were ordered "to \iew the 
work house and see that it is properly finished." • 

March 14, 1757-S, a committee was appointed to see 
whether a suitable addition could be made to the work- 
house for the accommcKlation of the poor of the town, or 
whether, u)x>n the whole, it would be more advantageous to 
buy another lot of land and erect a new building. This com- 
mittee reported March twenty-seventh ; and after some dis- 
cussion another committee was apix>inted to purchase, for the 
use of the town, the dwelling-house of Caleb Moody on Cot- 
tle's lane, now Brom field street, Newburyport. 

May 23, 1758, a committee was chosen to sell to the county 
of Essex the prison house and land in Newbury, and pur- 
chase with the proceeds a building suitable for a workhouse 
for the accommodation of the poor. 

For some reason unknown the dwelling-house on Cottle*s 
lane was not purchased ; and May 8, 1760, Thomas Wood- 
bridge and Robert Roberts conveyed to the selectmen of 
Newbury half an acre of land on the southeast side of King 
street, now Federal street, Newburj'port, and there the new 
workhouse was built .f 

October 20, 1763, the town voted to build a small house in 
the rear of the workhouse for the insane. 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS AND GENERAL SESSIONS. 

Under the charter granted by King William and Queen 
Mary in 1691, courts of justice were established in every 
county in the province of Massachusetts Bay. The fourth 
section of the thirty-third chapter of the Acts and Resolves 
of the General Court, passed November 25, 1692, provided 
that the Court of Common Pleas should be held "for the 

* To«-n of Ncwbuiy Records. t Eucx Deeds, book czhr., pw tft. 
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county of Essex, at Salem, on the last Tuesdayes in June 
and December : at Ipswich, on the last Tuesday in March, 
and at Newbury on the last Tuesday in September." ♦ 

The first session of the court in Newburj' was held in the 
meeting-house of the First parish September 26, 1693. The 
presiding judges were Hon. Bartholomew Gedney, of Salem, 
Hon. John Hawthorne, of Salem, Hon. Samuel Appleton, of 
Ipswich, and Hon. Jonathan Corwine, of Salem. 

A large number of criminal and civil cases were disposed 
of at this term of the court. The most important, from a 
local point of view, was an action of trespass brought by 
James and Richard Carr against Capt. Edward Sargent for 
carrying men and horses over the Merrimack river. The de- 
fendant stated in his answer that Capt. John March was the 
proper owner of the ferry, and that he was then in the king's 
service on the eastern frontier. The case was continued to 
the ne.xt inferior court in the county .f 

All laws enacted in the province of Massachusetts Bay, 
under the charter of 1692, were submitted, in compliance with 
the provisions of that charter, to the King and Queen of Eng- 
land, or to their successors in office, for approval. Some ex- 
ceptions were taken to the act passed November 25, 1692 ; 
and it was disallowed by the Pri\y Council August 22, 1695. 

On the third day of October, 1696, the General Court 
revived and continued in force until the month of May 
following the act establishing courts of justice in the prov- 
ince. J June 19, 1697, another act was passed, providing for 
the trial " of all matters and issues in fact arising or happen- 
ing in any county or place within the province, by a jury of \ ' 

twelve men." § Both these acts were disallowed November 
24, 1698. 

On the twenty-sixth day of June, 1699, two acts, one 
appointing the times and places "for holding of courts of 
general sessions of the peace," and the other establishing 
" inferiour courts of common pleas in the several counties of 
the province," were passed by the General Court and ap- 

* Acu and Resdvcs ol the Province ol Massachosetts Bay, vol. U p. 7S« 
t Records ol the Covit of Common Pleas (Salem), vol. L, p. aSft. 
X Province Laws, vol. i., p. 94!. f IbUL, aM. 
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proved by the governor. Under these acts courts were held 
" for the county of Essex, at Salem, on the last Tuesdays in 
June and December; at Newbury on the last Tuesday in 
September ; and at Ipswich on the last Tuesday in March/" • 
No objections were raised by the Privy Council to the acts 
passed in 1699, re-establishing the courts of justice in the 
province ; and no alteration in the time or place of meeting 
was made until January 28, 1764, when the town of Ncw- 
bury|x>rt was incorporated, and " an act for erecting a part erf 
the town of Newbury into a new town by the name of Ncw- 
buryport " was passed, defining its powers and privileges and 
expressly providing 

. . . That the inferior court of common pleas, and the court of 
general sessions of the peace, by law appointed to be held at Newbury 
on the last Tuesday of September annually, shall for the future be held 
in Newburyport on the last Tuesday of September annually and to all 
intents and purposes shall be considered as when held in the town of 
Newbury as aforesaid, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. \ 



WATCH-HOUSE AND JAIL. 

For the detention of criminals or persons accused of dis- 
orderly conduct a watch-house was built at a very early date 
in Newbury. It was evidently located near the meeting-house. 
The selectmen were ordered April 8, 1673, to keep it in 
good repair. % 

January 4, 1705-6, Capt. Henry Somerby, Capt. Stephen 
Green leaf, Capt. Edward Sargent, and others were granted a 
lot of land "between y* u-atch house & y* meeting house 
pond joyning to Dr. Toppan's fence to sett up a stable w** 
they are to injoy during the Towns pleasure." % 

January 29, 1706-7, the town voted "that there be a 
gaole or prison built in Newbury . . . provided the county be 
at one half of the cost and charge." J 

The jail was erected near the meeting-house, and was prob- 
ably in use for thirty-five or forty years. The News Letter^ 

* Acts and Reiolvc*, vol. L , pp. J67-170W t Ibid^ roL hr., p. 677, 

X Town ol Xewbory Rcoofda. 
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published in Boston, under the date of August 31, 1725, 
says : — 

About midnight a company of rioters assembled on horseback and 
with crow bars broke the doors, bolts and locks of the gaol in Newbury 
and took off on spare horses Isaac Brown and Hugh Ditson charged 
with capital offences. Governor William Dummer offered a reward of 
fifty pounds for their apprehension.* 

At the Court of General Sessions held at Salem July 9, 
1734, Benjamin Marston, sheriff of Essex county, asked "for 
the better security of the prisoners" that a house for the 
jail-keeper might be erected near the jail in Newbury. The 
court ordered Nathaniel Coffin, Richard Kent, and Joseph 
Gerrish to ascertain what proportion of the cost of the pro- 
posed building the inhabitants of Newbury would pay.f 

September 23, 1734, a committee was appointed by the 
town to select a suitable lot of land on which to build " a 
prison or house of correction"; and September 21, 1736, the 
judges of the Essex county courts were asked to give their 
consent " to the removal of the gaol now standing in New- 
bury " to a more convenient location, " in order that it may 
be made ser\'iceable as a prison or house of correction." J 
This plan, however, did not meet with favor, and was sub- 
sequently abandoned. 

At the General Sessions of the court held at Salem the last 
Tuesday in December, 1 743, the subject was again consid- 
ered ; and the court ordered the erection of a county jail and 
prison house "at or near the place where the old prison 
stands in Newbury." Col. Berry, Major Greenleaf, Joseph 
Gerrish, Henry Rolfe, and Thomas Rowell were appointed 
a committee to erect a strong and substantial building at a 
cost to the county of not more than one hundred and twenty- 
five pounds. § 

February 7, 1743-4, the inhabitants of Newbury voted to 
grant " ye county of Essex so much of a piece of land as is 
needful for to build a prison upon and a house for the keeper 

•CoAo*s Hbtory ol Newbury, p. i^ 

t Court ol Gcseial SeMioos (Salem) , 17x6-44, p. js6i. 

S Town of Newbwy Rcconli. 

I Court of General SeasSoos (SalemX 170^44. 
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of said prison Se for a yanle, to be taken out <A that |Mece of 
land which was purchased by y* Towne of Ncwbuiy of M' 
Anthony Sommcrby as by a deed dated February jf* 4*, 
1743 may appear. Said land is lying on y* northerly side of 
& joyiiing to King street." • 

The jail or prison was erected during the summer of 1744. 
On the twenty-third day of May, 1 758, the selectmen of New- 
bury were authorized and instructed to sell all the tomi's 
right, title, and interest in the property on King street ; and 
July 21, 1758, they conveyed to the county (^ Essex "the 
house adjoining the Prison which has been improved as a 
work house, also the land purchased of Anthony ScHnerby 
with all the buildings thereon," f 



THE CURFEW. 

October 18, i/oo, the town ap)winted Col. Daniel Pierce 
and Tristram Coffin, Esq., a committee to prociue a new bell, 
" of about four hundred pounds weight," for the First parish 
meeting-house. 

January 4, 1705--6, "voted that the new bell be hanged in 
the turret of the meeting house with all convenient spede," 
also " that the bell be nmg at nine of the clock e\'ery night 
and that the day of the month be every night tolled." \ 

May 14, 1707, the selectmen were authorized "to employ 
some suitable person to ring the nine o'clock bell this y^r." \ 

June 18, 1708, the town "voted that the nine a clock bell 
should be rung at nine of the clock precisely, nightly for the 
year ensuing." J 

For the year 171 1 the town employed Benjamin Morse 
" to ring the bell at nine o'clock every night, and sabbath 
days and lecture days." % 

November 30,1723, the selectmen paid Henry Lunt, 3d, 
for ringing the nine o'clock bell, five pounds. 

In 1725, a meeting-house was erected, on what is now 
known as Market square, Ncwburyport, for the Third parish 

■ TowB dL Nvuboiy RECocdi. KiD| lUnt b wtm Fidml *L 
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in Newbury. At a parish meeting held May 23, 1727, a 
committee was appointed " to purchase a bell weighing about 
four hundred pounds"; and February 21, 1727-8, the asses- 
sors of the parish were authorized to agree with Ambrose 
Berry to ring the bell till the March meeting. March 19, 
1727-8, it was "voted that the bell of the Third Parish be 
Rung at nine of the clock." • 

Ambrose Berry, constable, in settlement with the select- 
men of the town for the year 1730, is credited with five pounds 
" for ringing ye nine o'clock bell." 

In 173 1, the selectmen i)aid "jf 5 to Henry Lunt ye 3"* for 
ye nine o'clock bell." 

The custom of ringing the nine o'clock bell is still con- 
tinued in that part of Newbury which was set off in 1 764, 
and incorporated as a new town by the name of Newbur)'port. 



EARTHQUAKES. 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, earth- 
quakes occurred wnth considerable frequency in the town of 
Newbury. Three years after the first settlers landed at 
Parker river a \iolent trembling and shaking of the earth 
surprised and alarmed them. June i, 1638, the following 
statement was entered upon the town records : — 

Being this day assembled to treat or consult about the well ordering 
of the affairs of the towne about one of the clocke in the afternoone, the 
sunn shining faire, it pleased God suddenly to raise a vehement earth- 
quake coming with a shrill clap of thunder issuing as is supposed out of 
the east, which shook the earth and the foundations of the house in a 
very violent manner to our great amazement and wonder, wherefore tak- 
ing notice of so great and strange a hand of God^s providence, we were 
desirous of leaving it on record to the view of after ages to the intent that 
all might take notice of Almighty God and feare bis name. 

Other earthquakes occurred March 5, 1642-3, January 26 
and Februar)' 5, 1662-3, ^"^ Februarj' 8, 1684-5. 

Rev. Mathias Plant noted, with considerable care and 
minuteness, in the early records of Queen Anne's Chapel, 

• '* CuM Ncwiwfy/* p. 4}s. 



pwpWW^ WJ i' i. i .^ ! \^mmmmm'tmiff^^m§ifmmimimmmmff^mrmi>m\ i . ii . h i ip^ii^^^p^i^wpwBW^ 



THE SETTLEMENT AT MERRiMACK RIVER ^^X 

many remarkable facts in relation to the numerous convul- 
sions of nature, accompanied by a loud rumbling noise of 
apparently subterraneous origin, that occurred in the months 
of October, November, and December, 1727, and for the next 
fifty years the records contain frequent references to similar 
occurrences ; but, so far as known, the damage resulting from 
the most severe of these earthquakes was comparatively slight 
and unimportant.* 



THE OBSERVANCE OF SUNDAY AND HOLY DAYS. 

November 4, 1646, the General Court ordered that any per- 
son living within the limits of the colony of Massachusetts 
Bay, who shall without just cause, neglect to attend public 
worship " shall forfeite for his absence from ev'y such pub- 
licke meeting 5***." f 

Joseph Peasley, who was one of the early settlers of New- 
bury, removed to Salisbury in 1646 or soon after. October 
19, 1658, he, with several other persons residing in that town, 
was ordered to appear at the General Court to answer to the 
charge of wilfully neglecting public worship on the Lord's 
day4 He disregarded the orders of the court, and continued to 
teach and exhort among his friends and neighbors in the new 
town of Salisbury, now Amesbury, Mass. He was censured 
and fined, and subsequently forbidden to preach within the 
limits of the colony. § 

May II, 1659, the General Court "ordered that whosever 
shall be found observing any such day as Christmas or the 
like, either by forbearing of labour, feasting, or any other 
way, upon any such accounts as aforesaid, every such person 
so offending shall pay for every such offence five shillings as 
a fine to the country.** || This law \vas not repealed until 
May 27, 1681.^ 

May 24, 1677, the constables of every town were ordered 



• Coffin** Hbtoty of Newbory, pp. ig7->99t Mrs. £. Vale Smith** Histocy of Ncwbuyw 

port, pp. $«-$$, 4«H.* 

t Massachiuctu Colony Records, vol. B^ p. rj/t. 

X Ibid., vol. It., put I., p. \%t, | Ibid., p. >«». I Ibid., p. j66. "* 

\ Ibid., voL ytn P> |m« 
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to make diligent search on every Lord's day in all suspected 
places where Quakers were supposed to meet for worship, and 
cause them to be apprehended and punished according to 
law.* 

October 15, 1679, the selectmen or constables of Boston 
were authorized to set a guard at sunset on Saturday night, 
" to prevent any footman or horseman w***out such good ac- 
count of the necessity of his business as may be to them 
satisfactory " from leaving the town. 

... all persons attempting to ride or drive out of towne after sun 
sett \v<hout such reasonable sattisfaction given shall be apprehended & 
brought before authority to be proceeded against as Sabbath breakers ; 
and all other townes are impowered to doe the like as need shalbe.f 

This law was modified after the colonial charter was an- 
nulled and the province of Massachusetts Bay established; 
but travelling on the Lord's day was forbidden, and no person 
could pursue his journey that day beyond the nearest inn or 
place of shelter under a j^enalty of twenty shillings. % 

Samuel Sewall, one of the judges of the Superior Court, 
having returned from a session of the court held aj Ports- 
mouth, was in Newbury Sunday, May 13, 17 16. In his 
diar)' he wrote under that date : — 

In the evening 1 had an inkling that two merchants came from Ips- 
wich. I said, How shall I do to avoid Fining them? I examined 
Richard Gerrish. As I understood him they lodged at Major £pes*s on 
Saturday night, and went to the publick worship there : and when the 
afternoon Exercise was over, came to Newbury. They Travailed not in 
service Time : and had a ship at Portsmouth ready to sail which wanted 
their Dispatch. Alleg*d that M' Peter La Blond was gone sick to Bed. 
I took his word to speak with me in the morning. I consulted with 
Col. Thomas who inclined to admonish them as young and strangers 
and let them go. 

The follo>\'ing day he wrote : — 

By long and by late I spake with Mr Richard Gerrish, Junr and 
Mr. Petec La Blond by ^whorn I understood they were at Mr Wiggles- 
worths in the morning and at Ipswich Meeting in tfat Afternoon. 
Being in a strait, I had pray*d to God to direct I considered CoL 

* MassacbuKtU Colony Rccordt, toI. v., p. 114. t Ibid., pi aj9. 
% Piovioct Law*, vol. i.t P> S^ 
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Thomas was not a Justice there: that this Profanatioii of the Sab- 
bath was ver>' great; and the Transgressors fleeting from Town to 
Town and County to County could rarely be Censured. • On tlie 
other hand they were young, Mr. La Blondes mother my nei^bonr, 
Mr. Gerrish had a smell of Relation ; both of them of another Province; 
and I fear*d lest my Cousin*s Custom might be lessn*d by it, because I had 
the Information from her Husband, whose wife, my Cousin, was a Ger- 
rish, and cousin to this Kich<> Gerrish, only Child of Capt Kich^ Gerrish 
of the Bank. Mr. La Blond apear*d brisk as if he aiPd nothing. I came 
to this Resolution that if they would make such a submission as this I 
would let them pass : viz ; We do acknowledge our Transgressions of 
the Law in Travailing upon the Lord's Day, May 13, 1716 and do 
promise not to offend in the like kind hereafter, as witness our Hands. 

Richard Gerrish. 

Peter La Blond. 
This offer they rejected with some Disdain and Mr. La Blond paid 
me a 30* and 10* Bill of Credit for both their Fines. I iinediately paid 
it to Samuel Moodey Selectman of Newbury (they have no Town 
Treasurer). . . . 

All fines and penalties imposed and collected under this 
law of the province were to be used for the benefit and relief 
of the poor of the towTi where the offence was committed, 
" and delivered into the hands of the selectmen or overseers 
of the poor for that end." 

At the Superior Court at Ipswich, May 19, Judge Sewall 
wrote : — 

Here Mr. Hern informs me that Gerrish and La Blond went from 
Platt*s at Salem on the Lord's Day morn ; He spake to them against 
it ; They said they could but pay 5». Ferr}man told me Two were 
carried over about the time of going to meeting. Crompton informs 
me that they were at his house, and went not to meeting at Ipswich : 
went away late in the Afternoon: So that they TravailM 22 Miles or 
more that day. 1 hope God heard my Prayer, and directed me to do 
Right and accepted me.^ 

SLAVES AND SLAVEHOLDERS. 

Negroes and Indians were held in servitude and recognized 
as property in the colony and in the proxince of Massachu- 
setts Bay until the close of the Revolutionary war and the 
adoption of the State constitution in 1780. 

* Diary of Samael Scwa]!, toI. iH., pp. ti-Sf. 
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In Newbury, the number of slaves was never very large ; 
but as early as December 29, 1649, William Hilton conveyed 
and assigned "James my Indian & all y* interest I have in 
him " to George Carr in jxiyment for one-quarter part of a 
vessel. Abraham Tappan, John Bond, and Edmund Green- 
leaf were witnesses to the bill of sale to which "James y* In- 
dian " gave his consent by affixing his mark.* 

Capt. Paul White, who died July 22, 1679, owned "one 
ncgrow," valued by the appraisers of his estate at thirty 
pounds. 

Subsequently many other inhabitants of the town, engaged 
in agricultural, industrial, or mercantile pursuits, found it con- 
venient to employ slave labor, and frequently imported negro 
serx-ants from the Barbadoes or other islands in the West 
Indies. 

The inventory of the estate of Henry Rolf e, taken in the 
month of April, 171 1, has the following item: "An old 
negroe man valued at jf 10." In the settlement of the 
estate of Moses Gerrish "an Indian Slave" is valued at 
twenty pounds. Similar items are frequently found in old 
books of account as well as in wills and deeds of conveyance, 
recorded previous to the year i/So.f 

Cutting Noyes sold to Richard Kelly, of Newbury, Jan- 
uary 15, 17 1 3, "a Spanish ingon boy named Sesor by our 
judgmente under 10 yers old " for the sum of thirty-eight 
pounds.} 

Joshua Bayley, Sr., of Newbury, in his will dated June fif- 
teenth and proved August 6, 1722, gave to his negro servant, 
Robert, several lots of land and also his freedom : 

Said Robert shall not be sould or be disposed of to any person, but 
said Robert shall faithfully serve my said wife Elizabeth during the 
term of her natural life, and after Her Decease said Robert shall have 
his freedom, and Injoy said Real Estate during the term of his natural 
life. . . . And as concerning my Black Servant Robert, I do give him a 
surname and that is freeman, so that his name is Robert freeman.f 

• )foffolk County Records (Salca), book U. , kal 197. 

t CoAa*t History dL Newbory, pp. 3)6-359. 

t Coftn Paper* (Essex Institute, Salem) vol. i., pp. 61-76. 

f Probate Records (Salem), book cccxiiL, p. 4S7 ; Essex Aatlquariaa, vol. ▼., p. lay. 
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November 4, 1725, Jonathan Poore sold "to M' Richard 
Kelly a nagrow man called Reuben *' for one hundred pounds 
in " Billes of Credet." • 

Rev. Matthias Plant, minister at Queen Anne's Chapel^ 
in his will dated February 25, 175 1, and prox'cd May 7, 1753, 
makes the following bequest : — 

I give unto my negro garl Luce all but seventeen acres of a loti of 
Land laid out to the original right of James George, called the ijcat 
Farms in Almsbury [now in New Town, N.H.]. I also give her ber 
Freedom after the Decease of my widow Lydia Plant. But mj will is 
that my negro garl Luce shal not come into possession of said Land 
untill the decease of my said widow, Uut my said widow shal have the 
Improvement and profit of it During the term of her natural life in as 
full and ample a manner as if I had made no Bequest of said land to s4 
negro garl Luce. Moreover if said wid^ Lydia Plant shall Declare be* 
fore three or four I ndifrent persons of good ability and understandiii|^, 
or give a sartificat in writing from under her own Hand (or if she does 
not give it from under her hand but sais nothing against her) That the 
said negro garl Luce hath in all Fidelity, from time to time, both io 
Word and Deed behaved herself very respectfully and Dutifully as an 
Honist and faithful ser\'ant, she ye s<> Luce shal be Intitled to the above 
Privelidge & Bequest But on the contrary if her behaver be disonist, 
stuboum to what she ought to be to me or her s<l mistres, then this my 
Bequest of freedom and Land given to her & her assigns shal be void 
and of none effect, and the said Luce in this case shal be my s' wid*» 
and she shal Dispose of her at her own Discresion Tho 1 would not 
have my s^* wid^ make a slave of her if she should be gilty of some 
j common fallings, but such faults shall be lookt over. But in case xtkj 

negro garl Luce should forfet her rite to her freedom and Land whi^ 
I have Bequested her, Then in that case I give and Bequeath the 
same to and for the use of the minister of Queen Ann*s Chapel, in New- 
bury,'for the time being : and I give it By the name of Gleeb Lands. 



Lydia Plant, widow of Rev. Matthias Plant, in her will 
dated September 29, 1753, and proved October 22, 1753, 
gave her negroes, " Robin and Lucy," their freedom, and 
liberty also to live for four years in the house that she owned 
and occupied at the time of her decease, with the use oi house- 
hold utensils, beds, sheets, blankets, etc. 

Samuel Morgaridge, shipwright, in his will dated October 
30, 1753, proved April 8, 1754, gave his wiife the use of the 

^Coffio Papcra (Essex iDttiiule, SalemX vol. L, pp. 6s, |6. 
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dwelling-house where he then lived, and the service of negro 
Peter " if he behaves well." The executors of his will were 
authorized to let, sell, or use his negroes Primus and Lucy ; 
" also to sell my negroe Peter if he proves unruly and dis- 
obedient to my wife." In the inventory of his estate " three 
negroes " were valued at ^^133, 6j. 8//. 

At the close of the year 1754 there were thirty-four male 
and sixteen female slaves in Newbury sixteen years of age 
and upwards, according to the census taken by order of the 
governor of the province of Massachusetts Bay.* 

January 29, 1765, Mary Morgaridge, widow, sold to JEnoch 
Sawyer, of Newbury, physician, her life interest in the dwell- 
ing-house bequeathed to her by the will of her late husband, 
Samuel Morgaridge, and also " a molat man called Peter, and 
a negro woman called Luce." f 

The following items are credited in her account as execu- 
trix filed March 12, 1765: J — 

* 

Received for negro Primus ^£31.12. o 

For the use of Primus for eight years . 37. 6. 8 

For the use of Negro Lucy 5. o. o 

Negro Peter valued at ..;.... 44. 8.10 

Negro for use of children 44. 8.10 

Sarah, widow of John Weed, gave a bond for fifty pounds 
to the selectmen of Newbury, September 22, 1768, as security 
for the sui)ix)rt of her negro "Joel," in case he was unable to 
supjwrt himself after he was given his freedom.§ 

Marriages were not uncommon among the slaves of New- 
bur)-, and were usually recorded in manner and form substan- 
tially as follows : — 

October 13, 1749 married Scipio negroe servant of Mr Samuel 
Moody, Junr of Newbury, and Rose negroe servant of M*^ Benj* Harris 
of Newbury. I 

October 24, 1754 married John & Elizabeth servants of Mr Henry 
Rolfe.| 

June 20, 1779 ro<l Cambridge ser\'ant to Col Little & Cate, servant of 
Mrs Hannah Sawyer widow both of Newb7.| 

• MasuchuKttt Historical Sodcty Conectiont, Secood Series, toI. iiL, p. 95. 

t Essex Deeds, book cxv.. leaf 169. 

X Probate Records (Salem) , book ccaHL, p. te. 

f Emcx Institnte Historical CollcctkMs, vol. xzxt., p. 137 ; also, ** Ould Kewbvrj,** pw 137. 

I Kint Parish (Church) Records. 
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Two articles in the warrant for a to«-n meeting to be held 
August 8, 1775, read as follows: — 

Article 3. To SM if the town will signJty by their rote tbdr Disap- 
probalion of Slaverj-, or of keeping slaves, and, if voted, then 

Article 4. To see if the Town by their vole will instruct their R^ 
rcsentative to use his utmost Endeat'ors in the General Court tlut all 
Slaves in this Colony may be set at Liberty.' 

No definite action was taken by the 1(^1 \'Otcrs of New- 
bur^' at that date. When the articles were reached in the 
order of business, they were, in the w-ords of the record, " dis- 
missed," 

Kcv. Muses Parsons, who was settled as minister in Byfield 
parish, June 20, 1744, was the owner of three slaves, — two 
men and one woman. He was a faithful and devoted pastor; 
but during the last years of his life he was invoU'ed in a con- 
troversy with one of the deacons of his church, Benjamin Col- 
man, who bitterly opposed the holding of men and women in 
bondage, and publicly asserted that " Mr Parsons was guilty 
of the wicked practice of man stealing," 

Several communications were published in the newspapers 
of the day by Deacon Colman, condemning in vigorous lan- 
guage the buying and selling of slaves ; and December 2 1 , 
1 7S0, the parish voted to suspend him " from the fellowship 
and communion of the church till he does by repentance and 
confession give christian satisfaction for the offence he has 
committed." 

October 26, 1785, two years after the death of Rev. Mr. 
Parsons, Deacon Colman acknowledged that in his controversy 
with the late worthy minister of the jiorish he had urged " his 
argtmients against the slavery of the Africans with excessive 
vehemence and asperity " ; and he was thereupon restored to 
membership in the church, and reappointed to the office v/L 
deacon.f 

■Tmi ol Ktwboij Rtcsrdt. 

tc«£a'i Kldory of Kcwbsrr.pp. tiii-|}^ lochnnc; ilu, Uctn^ of did Judo hr. 
Mot bj hii BOa, TlHOfihUiu Putou, pp. 17-1^ 
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GRIST-MILLS, WIND-MILLS, AND SAW-MILLS. 

At the close of the year 1685" there were three grist-mills 
and one oatmeal or malt mill in the town of Newbury, but 
they were evidently overcrowded Mnth work; and March 16, 
1685-6, "The Towne being sensable of y* great want of 
another corn mill they did by a vote desire Cap* Daniell 
Pcirce, Cap' Thomas Noyes, Ensign NatW Clark, Mr. Richard 
Dole and Samucll Plumer, at y' owne charg to view such 
place or places as may be most convenient for y* setting up 
of a Mill ; as also to treat w*** such persons that may be dam- 
nified thereby, and to bring report to y* Towne." * 

January 5, 1686-7, a committee was appointed "to treat 
with Peter Cheney about setting up a corne mill and a fulling 
mill upon the Falls river." ♦ 

Peter Cheney, who purchased of John Bishop the mill near 
Four Rock bridge on Little river in 1663, proposed, February 
15, 1686-7, "to build and maintaine a good and sufficient 
grist or corn mill within two years, and a fulling mill within 
three yeares at ye upper falls [Quascacunquen river] and 
to full ye townes cloth on the same terms that Mr. John 
Pearson f doth full cloth, and resign up his interest in 
Little river on condition that the town give him fifty acres of 
land joyning to Falls river." % 

This proposal was accepted by the town. December 25, 
1689, "Peter Cheney was allowed one year longer in which 
to finish his fulling mjll." After his decease a portion of the 
land, with the buildings thereon, was sold to Benjamin Pear- 
son, who was engaged in the manufacture of woollen goods 
in that locality until his death in 1731. For nearly a cen- 
tury after that date the business was continued by the chil- 
dren and grandchildren of Mr. Pearson, and the property 
still remains in the possession of his lineal descendants.§ 

In 1688, the building of another grist-mill on Little river 

* Towm of Ncwboiy Records. 

t Mr. John Peanoa had a fulling mill, aod carried on the clothier's tnde at or near iht 
present locatioo of the Glen Mills, Rowley. 

% Town ol Newboiy Rccoids ; also» Propiie t ors* Records, toI. I., p. t\, 

|*'0«ild Newboiy,** pp. tot-jof. 
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w'as authorized by the tow-n ; but for various reasons the work 
was delayed, and the mill was not completed until six or eight 
years later. 

May 25, 16SS The Towne Grants theyre interest in the stream of 
the Little River to the mouth of it whear it vents into the great River 
to Henry Short for to build a Grist Mill uppon for the Townes use 
provided he build it in such place as may Answer the Townes end & 
grind theyr corne for them from time to time, provided he build it 
within one yeare, and if he do not build it he is to pay to the Towne 
five pounds & the Towne to have the}Te interest in the streame again. 
The Mill to be set at the cart place or at the mouth of the River.* 

December 26, 1689 The Towne having now relinquished any former 
obligation of Henry Short to the Towne uppon ye account of Building 
a Mill not by him performed Do hereby give, grant and empower all 
theyr right, title & interest in the stream of the Little River to Henry 
Short his heyrs and Assigns so long as he his heyrs & assigns shall 
build and maintain a sufficient corne mill for the Townes use .and to 
grind for the Towne of Newbury before any other Towne. But pro- 
vided through defect of the Dam or Mill the said Mill should faile of 
grinding for the Townes use the above said stream shall not be for- 
feited provided it faile not a yeare or two.* 

March 10, 1695-6, Granted to Henry Short thirty five acres of land 
towards the building of his mill to be laid out in the comon land of 
Newbury.* 

August II, 1708, John Short sold to Lieut. Jeremiah 
Pearson, of Rowley, nine acres of land on the easterly side of 
Little river, " together with ye dwelling house and ye grist mill 
standing on said River ** and the water privilege, *' as it was 
granted to my honored father Henry Short late of Newbury 
decased at a meeting of the inhabitants of the town held Dec. 
26, 1689."! 

Mf. Silas Pearson, a descendant of Lieut. Jeremiah Pear- 
son, owned the mill and two other grist-mills, with an unfin- 
ished saw-mill,' when they were all destroyed by fire June 12, 

18134 
Subsequently, a new mill \vas built by Mr. Silas Pearson 

about one hundred rods farther to the westward on the same 

stream. January 15, 1 831, he petitioned the General Court 

• Town ol N«wbofy Rceorda. 
t Eacez Deeds* vol. xxzH., p. 904. 
% Ncwbaiyport Herald, Joac t\, %%%%, 
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to legalize the remox'al of his mill and dam, " doubts ha\nng 
arisen whether he had a right to remove his said Dam and 
Mill without the consent of the Legislature." • 

" An act to confirm Silas Pearson in the location of his 
Dam across Little River in the town of Newbury ... for the 
purpose of retaining water to carry a tide mill, agreeably to a 
grant from the said town (in the year 1689) in as full and 
ample a manner as if the said dam had been erected by the 
authority of this court," was passed March fourteenth, and 
approved by the governor March 15, 1831. 

In 1843, the property was sold to Mr. James B. Knight, who 
oixirated a grist-mill there until the close of the year 1874. 

WINDMILL AT FROG POND. 

"July 9, 1703 Ensign Stephen Jaques, M' Benjamin Wood- 
bridge, & Henry Jaques petitioned the Towne to grant them 
a sutcable piece of land to sett a windmill on that Hill 
neere penuel Titcombs." This petition was granted, " Pro- 
vided when the windmill fails or is unservisable the land shall 
returne to the Towne w^'^in three years after the failure of s' 
mill if a windmill be not rebuilt againe w*Mn %^ time." f 

This mill was built near the southeasterly end of Frog 
pond, and was probably used for the grinding of corn and 
wheat until 1774, when the slight eminence on which it stood 
was gradal to a level with the land in that vicinity, and made 
available as a training field.} 

March 29, 1771, Abraham Larkin was crushed to death 
while examining the machiner)' in the top of this \vindmill.§ 

SAW-MILL AT INDIAN RIVER. 

For ten or fifteen years after the division of the upper 
commons Indian river w^s navigable for small boats. In 
1 706, jx^rhaps earlier, a temporary dam was built at the mouth 
of the river, and a saw-mill erected there. 

* See adTertisement of petitioQ is Ncwburyport Henld, Jawiurj 18, 1831. 
t TowB of Newbury Records. 
X *« Oald Newbory/* pp. 6io-6i«. 
ICoiBo't History of Ktwbuey, p. %y^ 






THE SETTLEMENT AT MERRIMACK RIV^R 261 

November 26, i686» the proprietors of the common lands 
in Newbury voted '' that Indian River shall be free so £ar as 
the tide flows for passing & repassing of Boates and Canoos at 
all times : it is to be accounted a highway free for all men to 
transjwrt by water." • 

October 30, 1706, the proprietors authorized the selectmen 
to lay out a highway on the westerly side of Joseph Knight*s 
lot, and at the same meeting voted to employ " Serjeant Jos- 
eph Pike to build a bridge over Indian river near his saw 

mill." t 

"The highway near Indian river running four rods wide to 
Joseph Pike's mill and thence over the rix-er below said mill " 
was laid out by the selectmen November i, 1706. J 

Joseph Pike, having given an obligation to build the bridge 
near his saw-mill, " he was released from the conditions of his 
obligation provided he agrees to repair all damage at Jiis own 
cost that may happen to said bridge by reason of his impound- 
ing the water above it." § 

At a meeting of the proprietors of Newbury, held June 18, 
1 707, he was granted ** the liberty of hanging two gates one 
at the upper end of the way " near the Bradford road, and the 
" other is to be hung near the mouth of Indian River across 
the s** Riv', y* last s*" Gate to be so conveniently hung y* it 
may open w*** the flood & shut w*'* the ebb." \ 

SA\V-.MILL AT CART CREEK. 

• 

March 9, 1707-8, Edmund Goodridge and John Noyes, jr., 
petitioned the proprietors for liberty to set up a saw-mill on 
Cart creek. The committee appointed to view the place 
made a favorable reix)rt, and the petition was granted June 
22, 1708.^ 

MILLS AT PINE ISLAND. 

January 13, 1756-7, the town granted Nathaniel Lunt, Ben- 
jamin Rolfe, Jonathan Plumer, and Stephen Ilsley liberty to 
erect a grist-mill and saw-mill at Pine Island creek on certain 

* ProprietoraP Records, toL L» p. >$. | Town of Kcwbwy Records. 

t Coffin's History of Kewbuiy, p. 173. | ** Oold Ncwbufy," p. J41. 

X Proprietors* Reoofda, voL i., p. 19. \ lUd., p. ja. 
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conditions, the grantees giving bonds to save the town harm- 
less from damage arising from the overflowing of the banks or 
meadows on said creek.* 

September 10, 1760, Nathaniel Lunt sold to Benjamin Rolfc 
and Stephen Ilsley " all his right title and interest in the mills 
lately erected at the Landing Place at Pine Island Creek." f 

The half-tone print on the opposite page gives a* view of the 
landing-place as it now apjxiars. A mill-stone, formerly used 
for the grinding of com, is the only memorial left of the mills 
that were destroyed by fire December 5, 1797. 

ff 

DISTILLERIES AND MALT-HOUSES. 

Cattle-raising, farming, and fishing were the most prom- 
inent industries in Newbury fifty years after its first settle- 
ment ; but, in addition to the saw and grist mills, of which 
mention has already been made, several distilleries and malt- 
houses were in operation. 

August 25, 1653, Edmund Greenleaf sold a dwelling-house 
and one acre of land, with a still-house and the fixtures con- 
nected therewith, to Capt. Paul WhitcJ 

In 1662, the Court of General Sessions at Salem licensed 
Capt. Paul White "to still strong waters for a yeare and sell 
by the quart " ; and March 5, 1677, he petitioned the town of 
Newbury " for about a rod of land at the hanging of the hill 
before his still-house on the street." % 

Col. Daniel Pierce had two or more malt-houses on land at 
the southeasterly corner of Chandler's lane, now Federal 
street, and the way by Merrimack river, now Water street, 
. Newburj'port, previous to the year 1 700,§ and on the north- 
westerly comer of the same streets or highways Caleb Moody 
built a malt-house as early as 1673.II ^^ 1692, James Ord- 
way, sr., owned a dwelling-house and malt-house on the north- 
westerly comer of Ordway's lane (now Market street) and the 
way near the river, now Merrimack street, Newburyport.^ 

At a later date other malt-houses and distilleries were estab- 

* Town of Newbttiy Rccordt. t Etsex Dcedi, book ad., p. aj. 

I** Ould Newbury/* p. 177. I Jbkl.> P- »S* I lM-> p. i49- t Ibid., p. yfi. 
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lished. May 18, 1738, the selectmen of Newbury, with Henry 
Rolfe and Charles Pierce, justices of the peace, granted Joseph 
Lunt, jr., "liberty to erect a still house on the corner of 
Thomas Moodeys lane by the end of his Malt house for the 
distilling of strong liquors." * This grant was recorded Au- 
gust 24, 1738. 

LIME-KILNS AND ROPEWALKS. 

At the beginning of the eighteenth century the tanning of 
leather was well established, shii>building was carried on quite 
extensively, and a large and profitable trade had been de- 
vcloixxl between Newbury and the West India islands. 

This Summer [1697] Ensign James Noyes hath happily discovered 
a Boddy of Marble at Newbury, within half ^ mile of the navigable part 
of Little River ; by which means very good Lime is made within the 
Province.! 

Several kilns were built for the burning of lime within the 
limits of the town, and for many years the business was pros- 
l^^rous and profitable.^ 

Cordage was probably manufactured in Newbury pre- 
vious to 1748. John Crocker, in a petition presented March 
8, 1 747-8, to the inhabitants of the town, makes the follow- 
ing statement : — 

Whereas his present occupation of Rope making has been found for 
time past very beneficial not only for the sea faring business of this 
Towne but also as thereby many poor people are imployed he there- 
fore asks permission to set up a rope walk between Ablel Somerby's 
land and the windmill for such a term of years as they [the freeholders 
of the town] shall think proper.f 

The petition was granted ; and the selectmen were author- 
ized to lay out the land for the purpose designated, the peti- 
tioner to have the use of it for ten years. || 

*To«ii of Newtmry Records. 

t Phenomena quxdun Apocailyptica, eic, or. The New Heaven aad the New Earth, bf 
Samuel Sewall, ftnt cdtrioo (1697), p. 60, b Boston Public Library. 

X '*Ottld Newbury,*' pp. 4ai-4>S* 

f Town of Newbury Records, p. 74. 

I *'Ould Newbury,'* pp. 610, 611. In 1S03, there were fivt cofdajc« manufactories in New* 
bury, employ iof from forty to fifty men and boys, and producing annually from two to thrct hun* 
dred tons of cordage, valued at aboat #70,000 (History of Newboryport, by Caleb 0>shing,p. SI) . 
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From 1724 to 1737, Capt. Crocker was master of a vessel 
that made many voyages between Boston and London. He 
was a member of Christ Church, Boston, and marriod, April 
12, 1727, Mary, daughter of Thomas and Mehitable Savage^ 
of that town.* He removed to Newbury in 1737, probably. 
'• Elizabeth, daughter of Capt John Crocker & Mary his ^dfe," 
was baptized by Re\'. Matthias Plant August 8, 1737. Capt. 
Crocker was one of the wardens of Queen Annc*s Chapel in 
1739 and a vestryman in 1740. He was afterwards a prom- 
inent member of St. Paul's Church, and was annually elected 
to the office of warden or vestrj'man of that church from 
1743 to 17S3. He died March 19, 1763, and was buried 
in St. Paul's churchyard, then in Newbury, now within the 
limits of the city of Newburyix)rt. 

The Massachusetts Gazette, published in Boston, April 
7f * 763, contains the following obituary notice : — 

Newbur)' March 19, 1763 This Day died here in the 71** year of his 
Age Capt John Crocker a gentleman that was well known in the town of 
Boston where he formerly lived and was many years in the London 
Trade. He was universally beloved and esteemed for his re-markable 
Honesty and good Nature^ and other amiable Qualities. The memory 
of the Just is blessed. 

HAY SCALES. 

Ponderous scales for weighing hay, grain, and other heavy 
merchandise were erectc*d at a very early date near the centre 
of the town, on Fish street, now State street, Newburyport. 

May 23, 1753 the town granted liberty to Samuel Titcomb and Joho 
Harris to build a substantial engine to weigh hay, to stand where the 
old engine stood near the head of Fish street! 

A petition, signet^ by James Knight and others, " inhabi- 
tants of Newbury," for liberty to erect hay-scales on the 
highway, nearly opposite the town-house, at the head of 
Muzzey's lane, now Marlborough street, was granted March 

* Rev. Ansoo Titus, of Tuf u College, who has given modi attcntkm to genealogical reacnidb, 
uys that Thomas Savage was a goldsmith by trade ; that he was for many years in Barbndoc% 
but subsequently came to Newbury, where he died August a], 1749. Hb grave and the gimw «ff 
his wife " Mehiuble,** who died June 6, lyjy, are in the Old Hill Burying gronnd, Kcwboiypoit. 

t Town of Newbury Records (17S1-S5X p. 94. % lhid.« pu 1 ly. 
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MANUFACTURE OF COMBS. 

The manufacture of combs was established in Newbury in 
1759 by Mr. Enoch Noyes. The business is still carried on 
successfully in West Newbury and in Newbur}'port.* 

1 

THE INCORPORATION OF NEWBURYPORT. 

June 10, 1763, a petition, signed by William Atkins, Dan- 
iel Farnham, Michael Dalton, Thomas Woodbridge, Patrick 
Tracy, and many other inhabitants of Newbury, living at or 
near the water side between Cottle's lane, now Bromfield 
street, Newburyport, and the dividing line of the Fifth parish, 
now Oakland street, Newburj'port, was presented to the Gen- 
eral Court, asking that a jx)rtion of the town of Newbury 
might be set off and incorix)rated as a seixirate town. 

Many reasons why this request should be granted were 
stated in the petition. Considerable emphasis was laid upon 
the fact that the farming population persistently opposed any 
and all measures advocated by " the merchants, traders and 
mechanics" living at the water side; that the petitioners 
were obliged to provide fire engines at their own cost, for the 
protection of their property; that there were no fixed and 
stated schools, but only movable ones, and no public school- 
houses within the limits of the proposed new town; that 
there was no town treasurer, the selectmen serving in that 
capacity in violation of the law of the proxince; that the 
taxes were illegally assessed ; and also that the new town- 
house on Fish street, now State street, lately built by some 
of the petitioners, with' the aid and consent of the courts of 
Essex county, had not been used by the town on account of 
complaints and objections to its location. 

The General Court ordered " that the town clerk of New- 
bury be ser\'ed with a copy of the petition, and the inhabi- 
tants be notified to appear on the second Tuesday of the 
ne.\t sitting of the Court to show cause why the . prayers of 
the petitioners should not be granted."! 

* Cofia's Hiftory of Newbory, p. aas- 

t Acts and Resolves o< the Province ol Msssachaiens Bay, vol. hr., P- ^^ 
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On the twenty-eighth day of January, 1764, the Geneial 
Court passed " an act for erecting port of the town of New- 
bury into a new town by the name of Nc\vbur)'port," which 
was approved by Francis Bernard, governor of the proxince; 
February 4, 1764. The first section of this act gives the 
bounds and limits of the new town as follows : — 

Where As the Town of Newbury is very large, and the Inhabitants 
of that Part of it who dwell by the Water-side there, as it is commonly 
called, are mostly Merchants, Traders, and Arti6cers, and the Inhabi- 
tants of the other Parts of the Town are chiefly Husbandmen, by means 
where of many Difficulties and Disputes have arisen in managing their 
publick Affairs: 

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Representa- 
tives, That that Part of the Town of Newbury, and the Inhabitants 
thereof included within the following Line : namely, begining at Mer- 
rimack River, against the North-easteriy End of the Town way Com- 
monly called Cottiers Lane, and running as the said Lane doth on the 
easterly side of it, to the highway commonly called High Street ; and so 
westerly as the said highway runs, on the northerly side thereof tiD it 
comes to a town way known by the name of Fish Street ; and thence 
southwesterly as the way goes, and on the easterly side thereof leading 
by Benjamin Moodey*s to a place called the West Indies, until it inter- 
sects a streight line drawn from the southerly side of the highway 
against Cottle*s Lane aforesaid, to a rock in the great pasture near the 
dividing line between the third and fifth parishes there ; and so as the 
said streight line goes, until it comes to the dividing line aforesaid ; and 
from thence as the said dividing line runs, by the said fifth parish, down 
to the Merrimack River, and thence, along said river to the place first 
mentioned, — be and hereby are constituted and made a [separate and] 
distinct Town by the name of Newbur)'port, and vested and endowed 
with all the Powers, Priviledges and Immunities that the Inhabitants of 
any of the Towns within this Province do or ought by Law to enjoy; 
save that they shall have the Right of ch using and sending from time to 
time but one Person to represent them in the Great and General Court 
of this Province.* 

The act provided, also, that only one representative should 
be elected annually from the remaining part oi the town of 
Newbury ; that the boundary lines between the several par- 
ishes should remain as heretofore by law established; that 
public buildings and other public property should be equitably 

* Acts and RmoIvm of the Province o< MaaMchufctu Bay, toI. !▼., p. 6|^ 
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divided, accounts adjusted, and settlement made according to 
the valuation fixed by the last tax levy. 

June 6, 1765, the inhabitants of Newbury appointed a com- 
mittee to confer with a committee from Newbur}'port in re- 
gard to the value of the public buildings, within the limits of 
Newbury, belonging to the inhabitants of both towns; and 
March 11, 1766, this committee was authorized to demand 
and receive from the town of Newbur)'pc>rt all sums due in 
settlement of claims to that date.* 

The dividing-line between Newbury and Newburyix)rt can 
be traced on the map on page 239, beginning at the point 
marked M on the Merrimack river, thence running to the 
point marked T, thence to S, thence to K, thence to L, and 
thence by the Merrimack river to the bound begun at. 

* Town ol Newbury Record*. 
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CHAPTER V. 

■ 

I765-I9O2. 

After the incorix)ration of Nc\vbur}'port the inhabitants 
of Newbur)' votcil, September 19, 1764, to hold the next 
annual town meeting in Rev. Moses Hale's mccting^-house 
in the Second jxirish, " provided the inhabitants of that parish 
consent thereto." • 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the Second parish, held 
October 16, 1764, liberty to use the meeting-house for the 
transaction of public business, " in the month of March next/* 
was granted without debate.f The annual meetings of the 
town were held there until May 19, 1767, when it was voted 
" that, hereafter, the town house in the first parish shall be 
the place of meeting until further orders." * 

March 8, 1768, the subject was again under considera- 
tion; and the town voted that "the next annual meeting 
shall be held in the second parish." The town-house at this 
time was very much out of rejxiir, and reixjated efforts were 
made to improve its condition. Votes (xissed at one meeting, 
authorizing the selectmen to make the necessary repairs, were 
reconsidered and declared null and void a few weeks later. 

March 13, 1770, the town voted that hereafter, until other- 
wise ordered, ** one half the town meetings shall be held in 
the second parish." March 10, 1772, the inhabitants again 
assembled in the town-house ; but, after choosing a modera- 
tor, they voted to adjourn to the meeting-house in the First 
parish, where the regular order of business was taken up and 
disposed of. Subsequently, town meetings were held alter- 
nately in the First |>arish and the Second parish meeting- 
houses until March 10, 1818, when the inhabitants were 
notified to meet in the Newburyport Academy, then within 

•Totraof NcwbwyRccordiL t Second PiwUi Reoordib P> *J9> 
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the limits of the town of Newbury, the old town-house 
having been sold at public auction to John Mycall, Esq., in 
1780.* 

At a meeting held in the academy April 6, 1818, a com- 
mittee was chosen to select a suitable place for a town-house ; 
and a few weeks later land owned by Dudley A. Tyng, Esq., 
at the corner of the Bradford road and the way to the Ames- 
bury ferry, now in Newburyport, was purchased, and the 
building of a new town-house decided upon. June 18, 
1818, the legal voters of the town were summoned to at- 
tend a meeting to be held in the Second i^arish meeting- 
house, " to see if they will suspend building the town house 
until the determination of the Legislature is known respect- 
ing the division of the town." f 

At this meeting 229 votes were cast in favor and 309 
against discontinuing the work; but in the month of July 
following, at a meeting held in the Newburyport Academy, 
the town voted to reconsider its action in regard to building a 
town-house in the Fourth parish, and decided that it should 
be erected in the First jxirish between the head of Green- 
leaf's lane, now State street, and the toll-house on the New- 
buryport turnpike. October i, 181 8, the selectmen were 
authorized by an unanimous vote (241 persons voting in favor 
of the motion and no one opix)sing it) to purchase a lot of 
land near the turnpike, owned by Moses Brown, and to 
remove from the Fourth parish to this land all the lumber and 
other materials that could be used in the construction of a 
town-house. 

TTie building was completed during the following winter, 
and March 9, 18 19, the inhabitants of Newbury assembled 
for the first time in the new town-house, and continued to 
meet there annually until April 17, 185 1, when the General 
Court ordered that a portion of the town of Newbury, includ- 
ing the town-house, should be set off and annexed to the 
town of Newburyport .J 

•" Ould Ncwbwy/* pp. i9»->oo» 649. 

tTcm-B of Newbury Records, also Emcs Deeds, book ccxrtt., p. S04. 

X The tow»4)o«se U ttin sUDdlng nearly opposite the eatraacc to the Oak Hill Cenctery. 
For several years It was used by the dty o< Newburyport for the accomiiiodatioB d ttie popih 
of the Brown High school. It was afterwards sold and converted bto a dwellinf«howss. 
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During the next two or three years public meetings were 
held in the hijjh-school building near the First parish meeting- 
house and at the vestrj' in Pearson's Mills village. March 
20, 1854, the selectmen were authorized to purchase a lot <rf 
land and build a town-house in the farms district between 
the estates of Luther Noyes and John N. Kent. The first 
meeting in this new town-house was held November 13, 
1854. 

PRIVATE AND PUBLIC CONVEYANCES. 

Heavy carts for the transix>rtation of merchandise and 
agricultural products, drawn by oxen or horses, were in use 
in Newbury as early as 1670, and perhaps earlier; but men 
and women, travelling for business or pleasure, went on foot 
or rode on horseback. Caniages or coaches for the trans- 
portation of jxisscngers were considered a costly luxury in the 
province of Massachusetts Bay previous to the year 1700. 
Jonathan Wardell set up the first hackney coach in Boston 
in 1712.* 

The improvement in roads, and the gradual increase of 
wealth in the province, led to the introduction of the calash, 
a low, two-wheeled carriage, with a top that could be thrown 
back or raised at pleasure, drawn by one horse. The pas- 
senger chair, or chaise, having two, sometimes four, wheels, 
came into use about the same time. Sulkies and gigs, for 
carrying a single person, soon followed. At a later date the 
curricle, a two-wheeled carriage, with seats for three or four 
persons, drawn by two horses, was a popular conveyance on 
long lines of public travel. 

Judge Se\vall, having sailed in the sloop "Samuel and 
Hannah " from Boston for York, was forced by head winds 
to land at Marblehead. In his diary, under the date of May 
13, 1 7 1 8, he wrote : " Went to Salem in a Calash my Bro^ 
provided. From thence with the Post got to Newbury that 
night." t 

For the better accommodation of travellers the General 

* Memorial Hbtory of Boston, vol. ii. (aote), p. 4sa. 
t Diary of Samoel Stwall, vol. fii^ p. t84< 
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Court ordered, June 23, 1718, "that at Charlestown, Winni- 
simroet [Chelsea] Salem and Newbury ferries there be hence- 
forth provided and kept on each side of the water, by the 
fcrr)' men of the respective ferries, a pair of planked trucks of 
a sufficient breadth for the Safe and more convenient 
jxissing of coaches, colashes, horses and cattle, in and out of 
the ferry boats, on jx^nalty of ten shillings for ever}' three 
months neglect," etc.* 

I^^ '737» ^ ^^^ of thirty shillings jDcr annum on the owner 
of a coach or chaise having four wheels, and twenty shillings 
jxir annum on the owner of a chaise, calash, or chair having 
two wheels, w^s imposed by order of the General Court. A 
memorandum on the fly-leaf of the records of the town of 
Newbury gives the names of some of the persons taxable 
under this law, as follows : — 

Joseph Atkins, chaise, May 26, 1738. 

Lieut Joseph Pike, calash, June 12, 1738. 

Edmund Grcenleaf ordered his new chaise to be entered July, 1738. 

Joseph Moulton informed the town clerk that he owned a chaise July 

3^ «739- 

Licu« John Emery, chaise, March 20, 1 739-40. 

Benjamin Moody paid for his chaise for one year past twenty shillings, 

March 24, 1739-40. 

Rev. Matthias Plant, minister at Queen Anne's Chapel, 
noted in his memorandum, or account book, the following 
items : — 

Aug. 12, 1748 I p<l Jacob Chaice for painting my chair 1.10.0. 
Aug. 25, 1748 p<i Pearson for oil & paint for chair 0.17.0 

He also acknowledged at a subsequent date the receipt of 
ten shillings for the use of his chair, or chaise, from Newbury 
to Boston and return. 

From the tavern kept by John Stavers in Portsmouth the 
first stage, or passenger chair, with two horses, and capable of 
carr)*ing four persons besides the driver, started on Monday, 
April 20, 1 76 1, for Boston, [xissing through Newbury on the 
way, returning in season to reach Portsmouth Friday night. 
For many years this stage continued to make one trip every 

* Proviacc Laws, vol. H., p. loa. 
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week to Boston and back, leaving Portsmouth, howe\*er9 on 
Tuesilay instead of Monday, and returning on the Saturday 
following. liartholomew Stavers, brother of John Sta\-ers, 
published in May, 1763, the following notice: — 

The Portsmouth Flying Stage Coach 

Is now finished, which will Carr}* Six persons in&ide: runs with four 
or six horses: each person to pay 13* 6^ to Boston and 4« 6^ to New- 
bur)*. Sets out from the si^ of the EarS of Halifax, ex-ery Tuesday 
morning 1>etween 7 and 8 o*clock, goes thro* Newbury to Boston, and 
will put up at inns on the road where good entcrtainiAent and attendance 
are provided for tlie passengers in the coach. The subscriber. Master 
of the Stage coach, is to be six>ke with from Saturday night to Iklonday 
night, at Mr. John Stavers*, innholder, at the Sign of the £ar1 of 
Halifax. 

BarthoijOMew Stavers.* 

In 1774, the following advertisement appeared in the 
Massachusetts Gazette : — . 

Stavers Stage Coach 
number one 

Continues to ply from Portsmouth to Boston with Four Horses 
equal to any in America : sets out from Portsmouth on Tuesday morn- 
ings, readies Boston next Day : Leaves Boston Friday mornings readies 
Portsmouth next day, at said Staver's House, where is good acconuno- 
dauons for Carriages and Horses. He takes Care and provides good 
Drivers. H is Carriages for twelve years have never been o\'erset nor 
Passengers met with any Hurt. 

N.B. Such as want a Passage from Boston are desired to apply to 
Mrs. Bean*s in King Streetf 

During the same year Mr. Ezra Lunt commenced to run a 
line of coaches from Newburyport through Newbury, Ipswich, 
and Salem to Boston, making two trips a week each way. In 
The Essex Journal and Merrimack Packet, a newspaper 
printed in Newburyport, in the month of May, 1774, is the 
following advertisement : — 

Stage Coach 

That constandy plies between Newbur)-port and Boston sets out 
with four horses every Monday morning, at 7 o*olock, from Newbury^ 

* " Rambles aboot PortamoDth," p. 1^. 

t Piitiiam*t Moothly MagaiiBt, Jolf, 189a, 11. 7*. 




274 HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

port, and arrives at Boston the same day ; leaves Boston ever}* Thursday 
morning, and reaches Newbur^-port the same day. Such ladies and 
gentlemen as want a passage from Ne\vbur}*port to Boston, are desired 
to apply at the house of the subscriber, opposite to the Rev. Mr. Par- 
son*s Meeting House. And those from Boston to Ne\vbur}-port, at the 
house of Mrs. Beal, in King Street 

It is hoped this very expensive undertaking will meet with encourage- 
ment from all ladies and gentlemen as they may depend on the punctual 

performance 

Of the people*s most obedient servant 

Ezra Lunt.* 

At the breaking out of the Revolutionary war, Mr; Lunt 
sold his horses, carriages, and stable fixtures, and enlisted in 
the Continental army. April 21, 1795, Jacob Hale and son 
announced that they would run a line of stages through the 
towns of Newbury and Ipswich to Boston, " twice a week, on 
Mondays and Thursdays, returning Wednesdays and Satur- 
days." Seats to be secured at Mr. Hale*s house on Federal 
street, Newbur}'port, " near Mr. Dana's meeting-house." f 
April 22, 1800, Joseph and Benjamin Hale advertised in the 
Newburyport Herald and Country Gazette that "the stage 
formerly run by Mr. Jacob Hale " " will leave Federal street 
opposite Mr. William Bartletts " once a week for Boston. 

In 181 8, the Eastern Stage Company was organized; and 
under the management of Mr. Benjamin Hale, Dr. Nehemiah 
Cleaveland, and others, a line of stages was established and 
maintained from Dover to Portsmouth, N.H., and from 
thence to Newbur}'port, Newbury, Ipswich, Topsfield, and 
Boston. 

April 14, 1836, the Eastern Railroad Company was in- 
corporated by the General Court of Massachusetts. The 
road was opened from Boston to Newbury on the nineteenth 
day of June, 1 840, and to Newbur)'port on the twenty-eighth 
day of August following. 

In 1850, the road from Newbur)'port through Byfield was 
built to Georgetown, and from thence, in 185 1, to Bradford. 
Two years later, it was extended from Georgetown through 
Topsfield and Wakefield, and leased to the Boston & Maine 

*Gafc*t HUtoffv of Rowley, p. 46$ ; alM, Putnam't Monthly Magatfaw, Jnly, 1891, p. 77. 
t Impardal Herald, April ai, 1795. 
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It was never jx)pular with the travelling public, and proved to 
be an unprofitable investment for the capitalists who built it. 
February 24, 1 806, the General Court jxissed " An Act to 
establish Plum Island Turnpike and Bridge Corporation." 
Although the subscribers- to the capital stock of this corpo- 
ration were nearly all citizens of Newburyport, the turnpike, 
about two miles long, extending from the northeast end of 
Rolfe's lane, now Ocean avenue, Ncwburyix)rt, to a point 
on Plum island about one mile north of Sandy beach, so 
called, together with the bridge over Plum Island river, were 
wholly within the limits of the town of Newbury. The 
turnpike and bridge were completed before the close of the 
year. The corix>ration has been several times reorganized ; 
and visitors are now transported to and from Plum island over 
this bridge and turnpike in cars connected with the Citizens' 
Electric Street Railway system of Newburyix)rt. 

BRIDGES. 

For the accommodation of travellers on their way from 
Newbury to Rowley and thence to Boston, a bridge was 
built over the Parker river, near the residence of Richard 
Thorlay, previous to the year 1654. It was one of the 
earliest bridges erected in New England, and the first one 
over navigable waters within the limits of the town of New- 
bury. It has been several times enlarged and repaired. 

In September, 1660, a committee was appointed by the 
court at Ipswich to view the bridge and highway between 
Newbury and Rowley. This committee reported June 25, 
1661 ; and the court ordered the county treasurer to pay the 
sum of forty pounds to Ezekiel Northend and John Pickard, 
proNided they build " a sufficient horse bridge six foot wide " 
over the Parker river.* Messrs. Northend and Pickard 
evidently assigned or sublet their contract to John Woolcott. 

When the bridge was completed, the committee reported 
that it was inadequate and unsatisfactory.! November 25, 
1662, John Woolcott, who built the bridge, agreed to make it 

* Salem Court Records, vol. W., p. 71. t Salem Court FQee, vol. viiL, p. 94. 
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Strong and substantial;* and June 30, 1663, the court 
ordered the county treasurer to pay hira the balance due 
according to the terms of the contract.! 

In 1758, a larger and more ser\iceable bridge ox-er the same 
river from Newbur)- neck to Oldtown ferry landings, was 
built with, funds raised by means of a lottery authorized by 
an act of the General Court jxissed January 29, 17 50-1. 
It was maintained as a toll-bridge until 1850, when the rig^hts 
and privileges of the corporation were surrendered to the 
commonwealth. In 1853, it was rebuilt by the county <rf 
Essex and made a free bridge. Since that date the annual 
charges for repairs and maintenance have been paid by the 
inhabitants of the town of Newbur}\t 

The Essex-Merrimack Bridge Comjxiny was incoqx>rated 
Februar)' 24, 1792, and built, during the following summer, a 
bridge over the Merrimack river connecting Deer island with 
the towns of Newbury and Salisbury. In the year 18 10 the 
main )X)rtion of this bridge was taken down, and a chain sus- 
pension bridge erected in its place. February 6, 1827, some 
of. the chains supporting this structure gave way, and the 
bridge, with a loaded team, two men, four o.xen, and one horse, 
fell into the river below. The horse and men were saved, but 
the oxen were drowned. During the following summer the 
bridge was rebuilt and maintained as a toll-bridge until the 
fourth day of August, 1 868, when it was laid out as a public 
highway under the provisions of an act passed by the General 
Court in the month of June preceding.§ 
, June 14, 1794, Enoch Sawyer, William Coffin, Joshua 
Wingate, Jacob Brown, Joseph Newell, Amos George, 
Ephmim Elliot, Moses Moody, William L. Abbot, and William 
Cutler, " with such other persons as may be associated with 
them," were made and constituted a corporation by the 
General Court, and authorized to build a bridge over the Mer- 
rimack river "from the public landing at Swett's ferry in 
Haverhill to the opposite shore in Newbury." The bridge 
was built at or near Holt's rocks, and was known as the Rocks 

* Salem Court Records, vol. iv., p. 107. t Ibid., vol hr., p. 118. For a mor« 
account of Thorlay't bridge the reader U referred to '* Oold Newbury,** pp. aoi-aii. 
X " Ould Newbury,** pp. sjo-S39- f 'bWL, pp. 59J-6o«. 
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bridge by the travelling public, although •• Merrimack bridge " 
was the name given to it in the act of incorporation. It was 
one thousand feet in length, and connected Rocks \iUage in 
East I laverhill with the upper parish in Newbury, now a part 
of the town of West Newbury. 

The bridge, built in a substantial manner, supported by 
five piers and two abutments, was completed on the twenty- 
sixth day of November, 1795- The event was celebrated by 
the display of flags, the ringing of bells, the firings of cannon, 
and by a procession of workmen, officers of the corporation, 
and citizens generally, who marched in military order over 
the bridge, escorted by a troop of horsemen under the com- 
mand of Captain Boardman.* 

A heavy freshet, that raised the water in the Merrimack river 
to an unprecedented height, with the floating ice that formed 
a tcm|)orary dam between the piers, swept the bridge away 
in the spring of 18 18, completely destro)nng it. No effort 
was made to rebuild it until the year 1828, when the General 
Court granted " the proprietors of the Merrimack Bridge '* 
liberty to build a bridge " upon the old foundations at or near 
Holt's rocks." The work of reconstruction, begun in April, 
1828, was completed early in the month of November follow- 
ing. It was maintained as a toll-bridge until 1868, when it 
was made free and laid out as a public highway by order of 
the General Court. 

In 18S3, it was repaired and supplied with a new swinging 
draw of modem construction. In 1892 it was strengthened 
by the addition of two new piers, and in 1894 a portion of 
the bridge on the Haverhill side was removed and replaced 
by a new iron structure. 

The half-tone print on the opposite page gives a view of 
the covered way as it was in 1828 and as it appears from the 
Newbury, now West Newbury side of the river. 

Several years prerious to the rebuilding of Rocks bridge 
some of the prominent citizens of Amesbury became interested 
in a plan to rerive and restore, if possible, the popularity of 
the old route of travel over Hook's ferry by building a 

* lajMrtial Herald (Newbaiyport), December i« t'nf^ 
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bridge, across the Merrimack river, from the mouth of Powow 
river to the old ferry landing-place on the opposite shore, in 
Newbury. 

Robert Patten, and other persons who were interested 
with him, presented a petition to the General Court, May 
27, 1824, asking for an act of incorporation for the puqx)se 
named, subject to such restrictions as the General Court might 
consider necessary. On the seventh day of June the Senate 
concurred with the House of Representatives in the appoint- 
ment of a committee to view the location, and investigate the 
claims set forth by the jxititioners as well as the objections 
urged by the opixjnents of the measure. A strong remon- 
strance from the inhabitants of Haverhill, and other towns on 
the river, undoubtedly induced the committee to recommend 
" that further consideration of the subject be referred to the 
next General Court." This recommendation, adopted Febru- 
ary 15, 1825, although unsatisfactory to the petitioners, was 
accepted by them ; and no further attempt w^s made to secure 
the coveted charter. During the following summer a new 
movement was inaugurated that resulted in the building of a 
bridge two or three miles below the place selected by Robert 
Fatten and his associates. « 

As early as February 27, 1802, William Bartlet and Nicho- 
las Pike applied to the General Court for liberty to build a 
bridge from Newburjport to Salisbury, and also a road to 
connect it with a proposed turnpike from Portsmouth to 
Boston. On the eleventh day of May the town of Newbury 
voted to oppose the erection of a bridge over the Merrimack 
river from Newburyport, and also voted to oppose the build- 
ing of a turnpike to Boston. The inhabitants of other towns 
on the river objected, on the ground that the proposed bridge 
would be an obstruction to navigation. 

June 12, i8"02, a special committee was appointed by the 
Senate and House of Representatives to \nsit Newbur}'port, 
hear the testimony of the petitioners as well as the remon- 
strants, and report the result of their investigations at the 
next session of the General Court. February 28, 1803, this 
committee reported " ine.xpedient to grant the* prayer of the 
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petitioners," and, apparently, no farther action was taken for 
nearly twenty-five years. 

March 4, 1826, James Prince, John Wood, Stephen Froth- 
ingliam, " and all other |x:rsons associated with them " were 
authc»rized to erect a bridge over the Merrimack river, from 
Newbury ix)rt, between Market and Kent streets, to some 
convenient point in the town of Salisbur)' ; and, also, to lay 
out and make a road four rods wide from the bridge on 
the Salisbury side to the county road leading to the meeting- 
house in East Salisbur)*. The bridge was built during the 
summer of 1827. It rested on four stone piers and two 
abutments, and was supixirted in jxirt by chains that ex- 
tendetl from the top of a high wooden arch, built on the west 
bank of the river, to the centre of the sjxin between the stone 
abutment and the first pier, and thence over the top of a 
second arch, built on that pier, to the centre of the second 
sjxm, and so continuing until the Salisbury shore was reached. 

LAWS AND ORDERS FOR THE PROTECTION OF FISH. 

William Wood, in his description of New England published 
in London in 1634, says, "In this river [Merrimack] is stur- 
geon, Sammon and Basse, and divers other kinds of fish." • 
•'The sturgions be all over the countrey, but the best catch- 
ing of them be u|x>n the Shoales of Cape Coddc and in the 
River of Mirrhnackc where much is taken, pickled and 
brought for England, some of them be 12, 14, 18 foote 
long." • 

On the twenty-sixth day of March, 1642, the town of 
Salisbury " granted to Robert Ring two acres of upland upon 
the island f over against Wa;tts sellar | to be employed about 
.fishing for two years." § 

At that date there was no settlement on the southwesterly 
bank of the Merrimack river. The name " Watts Sellar ** 
was probably applied to a shallow cxca\'ation or pit that 
marked the spot where a house for the accommodation of 
fishermen once stood ; subsequently the new town, which in- 

ft 

*Anit^ p. as. t Rtng't Island, opposite foot of Stato tticct. Ncwlmrjpofft. 

X In rear of the present polke staxioo, Newburjport. f ColBa*« UUtocy of Kcwbaty, pu jj. 
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eluded all the territory within the present limits of New- 
bur)'port, was laid out and occupied by the early settlers of 
Newbury. 

The catching and curing of sturgeon soon became an im- 
portant and profitable industry. I^rge quantities were boiled, 
pickled, jxicked in kegs, and shipped every season to Boston, 
London, and elsewhere. May 7, 1673, William Thomas, of 
Newbury, then seventy-four years of age, petitioned the Gen- 
eral Court to prohibit the pickling or putting up of sturgeon 
by any person for transportation, " except such as by lawful 
authoritie shall be licensed thereto." * In answer to this pe- 
tition the county courts were authorized " to license able and 
fitt persons to boyle and pickle sturgeon for sale,** and also to 
appoint searchers, or inspectors, to examine the kegs when 
packed, and mark the weight and quality of the contents 
thereon.f 

Regulated and controlled by the provisions of this law, the 
business continued to grow and thrive in Newbury for many 
years. During the summer months, sturgeon were abundant, 
and, when taken fresh from the water and properly cooked, 
were esteemed a great luxury. Samuel Sewall, on his way 
from Boston to Hampton and Portsmouth, " Stopped in New- 
bury, July 8, 1 701, and eat sturgeon at Major Davison's." % 

Salmon were also caught in large numbers ; and tradition 
asserts that they were so plentiful at certain seasons of the 
year that apprentices stipulated in their articles of agreement 
that they should not be compelled by their employers, who 
supplied them with food and clothing, '^ to eat salmon more 
than three times a week." Before the close of the seven- 
teenth century, however, a more extended market reduced 
the overabundant supply ; and baked or boiled salmon became 
a popular and favorite dish with farmers and laborers as well 
as with men of prominence in the province of Massachusetts 
Bay. 

In May, 1695, Judge Sewall, returning from a special court, 
"held at Mr Shaplighs just over against Dover," invited 

* CoOn't Hbcory of Newbaij, pw 114. 

t MaasichoMtts Colony Records, vol. Hr., port II., p. su* 

X Sarouol Scwall't DUnr, vol. U., p. st. 
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Mr. Thomas Danforth, Mr. Elisha Cook, Col. Hut 
and other gentlemen who accx>mpanicd him, to dine at his 
expense, on salmon, at Capt. Edward Sargcant*s tavern, at 
the water-side, in Newbury.* 

May 13, 1 71 8, the town of Newbury granted Moses Chase, 
Abraham Annis, Joseph Pike, William Morse, and others 
liberty to use the flats near Holt's rocks, on condition that 
they give one salmon per year to Rev. Christopher Tc^ipan, 
pastor of the First church, and one to Rev. John Tufts, 
pastor of the Second church in Newbury, " if they catch 
them " t 

"An act to prevent the destruction of salmon and other 
fish in Merrimack river " was passed by the General Court, 
February 28, 1765,^ but the fines and penalties imposed 
by this act were evaded, and the business of catching and 
curing salmon was continued until the growth of large manu- 
facturing cities, the impurity of the water, the erection of 
dams at Lowell and I-awrence, seriously interfered with the 
movements and habits of fish coming from the sea, at the 
sjxiwning season, and ultimately led them to seek purer 
streams. 

For the protection and preservation of bass in the P^ker 
river the General Court, in answer to a petition from the in- 
habitants of Newbury,§ pronded by a law passed April 26^ 
1 77 1, that fish should not be taken from that river, at certain 
seasons of the year, under severe penalties. H The provisions 
of this law were not strictly enforced; and March 2, 1793, 
" An act to enable the town of Newbury to regulate and order 
the taking of Fish called Shad, Bass and Alewives in the ri\'er 
Parker within the limits of said Town," and providing further 
"that the inhabitants of Newbury at their annual meeting 
may determine and order in what manner and at what time fish 
may be taken from said river,'* was passed by the General 
Court. 

May 7, 1793, the town of Newbury "voted that no person 
be allowed to put a seine, hedge, weir or drag net into the 

* Samuel Scwa]l*t DUry, vol. i., p. 406. t Town of Ncwboij Recoct 

tProrinctLawa, voI.It., p. 741. f Tows of Ncwbaij Rocwdi, Maj a^^ i7j%. 

I ProvinM Laws, vol« ▼., p. 1)4. 
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river Parker, at any season, for the purpose of fishing for or 
catching of any Bass, shad or alewives in s** river," and also 
" voted that no person be allowed to catch any of %^ Fish 
with a Dip net or any other way from the First day of 
December to the First day of April." * 

The enforcement of these rules and regulations was 
intrusted to Capt. Stephen Kent, David* Dole, jr., and 
Stephen Adams, jr. Although faithful and diligent in the 
discharge of their duties, they failed to accomplish the purpose 
for which tliey were apjwinted ; and the power and authority 
of the General Court was again invoked to prevent the 
wholesale destruction of fish in Newbury. . February 22, 
1797, another act, more stringent in its provisions, was 
jxissed, prohibiting, under severe j^enalties, the sale of bass 
caught in the Parker river, and providing for the election of 
fish wardens to enforce the act ; but the results were un- 
satisfactory, and the General Court endeavored to improve 
the condition of affairs by another act, passed March 8, 1 806, 
requiring mill-owners to make a sufficient way for the passage 
of fish over their mill-dams, and directing them to keep the 
fish-way oix^h and well supplied with water from the fifteenth 
day of April to the first day of June. Additional acts were 
ixisscd March 4, 1809, Februar)' 26, 181 3, and April 18, 
1837, ^^'ithout, however, increasing the number of fish in 
Parker river to any appreciable extent. 

Committees were chosen from time to time to carry the 
provisions of these acts into effect, but violators of the law 
continued to escape arrest and prosecution. Many of the 
offenders were from neighboring towns ; and the inhabitants 
of Newbury, in order to keep out all intruders, voted, April 
19, 1858, to prohibit the taking of fish from Parker river or 
its branches, at any time, by any person not having a legal 
residence within the limits of the town. In 1869, the law 
was again modified ; and now the catching of fish in the 
ponds, streams, or rivers of Massachusetts, is controlled and 
regulated by commissioners appointed by the State. 

* Town of Newbofj Records. - 
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KIRE-ENGIXES AND FIREMEN. 

For more than a centur}' after the settlement of Newbury 
disastrous fires were subdued or extinguished by the primithie 
appliances and methods then in use. Ladders borne upon 
the shoulders of men from the nearest workshop or farm- 
house were raised to the roof of the burnings buildings; and 
water, by means of buckets passed from hand to hand, i»-as 
thrown with more or less dexterity upon the dcvouring^ 
flames. 

\\*hcn fire-engines were first introtluced, they were rude 
and clumsy affairs, consisting mainly of a square or oblongs 
cistern on wheels, fitted with pumps worked by levers and 
supplied with water brought in buckets from the nearest 
a\-ailable source of supply. 

In 1744, the General Court authorized the appointment in 
every town in the province " of a suitable number of persons 
not exceeding ten who shall be denominated fire^^'ards and 
have each, for a distinguishing badge of the office, a staff of 
five feet long painted red and headed with a bright brass 
spire six inches long." * 

March 13, 1753, Nathan Hale and others presented a 
IK'tition to the inhabitants of Newbury "about a fire engine." 
It is evident that the prayer of the petitioners uas promptly 
granted; for "Will™ Richards, John Brett, Enoch Plumer, 
Samuel Nowell, Benjamin Cole, Eliphalet Noyes^ Bcnj* 
Sweet, Jonathan Titcomb, Henry Friend, Somerby Moody, 
and John Sewall," having built an engine-house at their own 
ex'ixjnse, and taken care of the fire-engine for several years 
previous to May 21, 1759, were then "excused from other 
service in town affairs so long as they continue to take 
proper care of said engine and faithfully attend in case of 
fire." t 

March 9, 1762, a petition was presented to the town of 
Newbury, stating that a company had been formed to take 
care of the fire-engine, that Gideon Woodwell had been chosen 
captain, and that he and his associates desired to be released 

* Province I^wi, vol. fii., p. 214. tTowa of Newbory Recordt (i7}i'-Ss)( pp. «S* tit. 
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from certain minor duties while serving as firemen. The pe- 
tition was signed by the following persons : — 



Jonathan Marsh 
Benjamin Knight Jun 
Jacob Rolfe 
Thomas Cross 
Francis Hodgekins 
John Nowell 
Benjamin Gerrish 
Jonathan Whitmore 



Joshua Norton 
John Follinsby 
William Johnson 
Hezekiah Coleby Jun 
Gideon Wood well 
Jonathan Parsons Jun 
Ebenezer Swasey 
Charles Cook 



The prayer of the petitioners was granted 
twenty of s«i Petitioners from highway rates 
town.* 



Richard Smith 
Bulkley Emerson 
David Whitmore 
Joseph Rolfe 
Nathl Hunt 
Moses Nowell 
Thomas Rogers 
Nath» Knapp Jun 

so far as to exempt 
& petty affairs in the 



At the same meeting the town voted to organize a company 
to take charge of the fire-engine imported by Michael Dalton 
and others from London in May, 1761. The following per- 
sons were appointed members of the company : — 



Richard Titcomb 
Isaac Johnson Ju' 
Benjamin Pidgeon 
Abraham Gallashan 
Michael Tappan 
Jacob Gideon 
Obadiah Horton 



John Sewall 
Joseph Collins 
Samuel Nowell 
John Stone 
Samuel Greenleaf 
Joseph Titcomb 3^ 
Joseph Remick 



Offin Boardman 
Jacob Toppan 
Joseph Rowell 
Benjamin Pike 
Leonard Smith 
John Stickney J' 
Samuel Coker 



They were also excused from serving as subordinate officers 
of the town, and were by a special vote exempt from the pay- 
ment of highway taxes.f 

Voluntary associations were also formed to assist the fire- 
men in the performance of their duties. Every member of 
the "Dernier Resort Fire Society," organized in 1 761, was 
required to provide himself with " two good leather buckets, 
two strong bags, and a knapsack for food or clothing." 

These fire-engines were located in the centre of the town, 
and were set off and transferred to Newburyport when that 
town was incorporated in 1764. 

February 7, 1786, the selectmen of towns, "that are or 
may be provided with fire engines," were authorized by the 

*Towa of Ktwlmry Records (1731-8$), p. 131. t Ibid., p. ift. 
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General Court to appoint suitable persons, not exceeding fif- 
teen to any one engine, to be under the direction of the fire- 
wards of the town, ** and subject to such rules and regulations 
as they shall adopt." The firemen were placed in charge of 
the engines to which they were appointed, and were required 
to respond quickly at every alarm of fire, and assist in sub- 
duing the flames. 

Previous to 1803 that part of Newbury known as ''Belle- 
ville " was provided with a fire-engine. One article in the 
warrant for the town meeting held April 4, 1803, reads as 
follows : — 

To see if the town will erect a suitable building to cover an engine 
which has been lately purchased by Enoch Sawyer and others. « 

No definite action was taken in regard to the erection of an 
engine-house during that year ; and the subject was not again 
brought to the attention of the voters until another engine 
had been purchased by some of the prominent citizens resid- 
ing in the vicinity of Marlborough street, at the lower end of 
the town. 

At the annual meeting held May 9, 1805, ^^^ selectmen 
were authorized to expend two hundred dollars to build two 
engine-houses, and provide sLxty-four buckets, to be equally 
divided between the two engine societies. 

At a town meeting held April 7, 1806, the following per- 
sons were appointed fire-wards : — _ 



John Rollins 
Orlando B. Merrill 



Capt Dand Little 
Stephen Ilsley 



FOR ENGINE NUMBER ONE. 

Famum How 
Jacob Little 



Robert Dodge 
JEben» Whitmore 



FOR ENGINE NUMBER TWO. 

Richard Pike Philip Coombs 

Capt Ebenezer Stocker Samuel Goodwin 
Joseph Lunt Colby 



May 9, i8o8y the following fire-wards were appointed : 



Jacob Little 
John Rollins 



FOR ENGINE NUMBER ONE. 



Robert Dodge 
Famum How 



Orlando B. Merrill 
£ben«r Whitmore 
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rOR EKGIKE NtlMDEK TWO. 

Benjamin Perkins Mayo Gerrish Samuel Goodwin 

Jacob Swett Isaiah lldey Stephen llsley 

Capl David Little Ma)or Benj Stickney Moses Adams Jud 

Pliitip Coombs Richard Pike Abram Wheelwright 

WTicn " IJellcville " and " Jojjpa " were annexed to New- 
buryport in 1851, engines numbered one and two were trans- 
ferred, with other public property from the town of Newbury, 
and subsequently under the name of "Torrent, number 
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scien," and " Neptune, number eight," they were united 
with the fire department of the city of Newburyport. Since 
that date, owing to the sparsencss of the population and the 
isolation of the dwelling-houses, it has not been considered 
nccessarj- or advisable to keep or maintain fire-engines within 
the present territorial limits of Newbury. 

THE AIIOPTION AND RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITU- 
TION OF THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

During the year 1777 the General Court, acting as a con- 
vention, prepared a constitution for the government of the 
State of Massachusetts, and on the twenty-eighth day of 
February, 1778, submitted it to the people for their approval. 



THE SETTLEMENT AT MERHiMACK X/VBM t«9 

On the tenth day of March the touni of Newbury appointed 
a committee to examine the proposed constitution, and report 
the result of their investigations at a subsequent meeting to 
be called by the selectmen. June second, this committee 
recommended that the legal voters of the town refuse to 
accept or adopt the constitution on account of its many and 
serious defects.* 

Meetings were held in every town throughout the state, 
and after an exciting canx-ass the proposed constitution was 
rejected by a large majority of the votes cast. 

February 20, 1779, the General Court passed a series of 
resolutions directing the selectmen of towns to ascertain 
whether the freeholders and inhabitants of their respecthrc 
towns favor the " calling of a State Convention for the sole 
purpose of forming a new Constitution," and to return to the 
Secretary of State, previous to the first Wednesday in June 
following, the number of persons voting for or against the pro- 
posed measure. On the twenty-first day of May the town of 
Newbury voted " that in case a major part of the People of 
this State shall appear to be for a new form of government at 
this time then, in that case, this Town instruct their Repre- 
sentatives to act for a Convention to be called in such a way 
and manner that all the good People in the State (as nearly 
as may be) may have an equal voice in forming the said con- 
stitution.** t 

Having ascertained that the inhabitants of more than two- 
thirds of the towns in the state were in favor of the proposed 
convention, the General Court recommended, June 17, 1779, 
that delegates from every town should be elected to meet 
in Cambridge " on the first day of September next ... for the 
sole purpose of framing a new Constitution." 

August fourth, Mr. Richard Adams, Enoch Sawyer, Esq^ 
and Mr. Ebenezer March were chosen to represent New^ 
bury, and with many eminent men from other towns in the 
state assembled at the time and place designated. The con- 
vention organized by the choice of Hon. James Bowdoin, 
president, and Samuel Barrett, Esq., secretary. Rules were 

*Towa of Ncwboiy Records (i71>-Ss)i P* J<s. t Tow« of Newlmry ReeofdA. 
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adopted, several important committees appointed, and the 
general principles of the proposed declaration of rights dis- 
cussed. The convention continued its deliberations until 
the seventh day of September. It assembled again October 
twenty-eighth, for another session of nearly two weeks, when 
it adjourned to meet, January 5, 1780, in the representatives* 
chamber in the state house at Boston. 

March 2, 1780, the members of the. convention agreed 
upon the constitution that was soon after printed and sub- 
mitted to the legal voters of the state for their approval or 
rejection. They also recommended that the votes cast for or 
against the constitution should be examined and counted by 
the delegates to another convention to be held in Boston 
June 7, 1780. 

On the twenty-ninth day of May, Enoch Sawyer, Esq., 
Mr. Richard Adams, and Mr. Ebenezer March were re-elected 
to represent Newbury in the examination of the returns ; and 
at the same meeting it was also voted, " that the Delegates 
from this Town be authorized to Joyn with their Brethren in 
Convention & Determine when the Constitution shall take 
Place, Provided that two Thirds of the male inhabitants of 
this state vote for the same." * 

On the sixteenth day of June, 1780, the convention de- 
clared that the constitution had been adopted by the requisite 
number of votes, and " Resolved, that the said Constitution or 
Frame of Government shall take place on the last Wednesday 
in October next." 

PARISH TAXES AND PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

As early as May 24, 1770, an effort was made to secure 
for the inhabitants of Newbury "liberty to attend public 
worship in any meeting house in Newbury or Newburj'port 
and pay taxes where they attend." f This effort, however, 
was unsuccessful; and no further action was taken until 
March 10, 1794-5, when the town of Newbury voted "that 
the inhabitants of this town have liberty to attend Publick 

• To»B of Kcwbofy Rccofdt. t ** Oald Newborj,** p. si6. 
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worship where they choose and be subject to the Rules and 
Regulations of that Society where they generally attend and 
be exempted from taxation elsewhere for the support of 
publick worship." * 

Major Samuel Noyes, Lieut. Nathaniel Emery, Deacon 
SiJonion Haskell, and Capt. Paul Moody were appointed a 
committee to petition the General Court for the enactment of 
a law legalizing the vote and providing for the assessment 
and collection of taxes in the manner proposed. 

An act authorizing the First parish in Newbury to "ex- 
empt from taxation those persons who produce a certificate 
from any incorporated religious society stating that they arc 
members of that society and are willing to be taxed therein " 
was i^issed June 17, 1796.! This act, however, did not 
exempt the inhabitants of other |xirishes in Newbury from 
the payment of taxes for the support of public worship in the 
parishes where they resided, even though they were faithful 
and devout members of, and regular contributors to religious 
societies elsewhere. 

The subject was again brought to the attention of the legal 
voters of Newburj' at a meeting held May 9, 1 808 ; and a 
committee was appointed to prepare and present a petition to 
the General Court for such amendments or modifications of 
the law as were necessary to give to the inhabitants of the 
town "liberty to attend publick worship where they please."* 
But the liberty asked for was not obtained until the third 
article of the declaration of rights established by the con- 
stitution of the state was amended in 1833.! 

INOCULATING HOSPITAL. 

At the beginning of the Revolutionary war the inhabitants 
of Newbury were greatly alarmed by the prevalence of small- 
pox. The art or practice of vaccination was then unknown ; 
but many persons were voluntarily inoculated with the disease 
in its most virulent form, in order that its ravages might be 
mitigated under the care and attention of experienced 
physicians. 

• Town of Ncmbury Records. t ** Ould Newbury/' p. fry. 









"""^ ' ■■^— ffi"^i^'>P»^w>ii— Tw^w ji m i ■iii^fiw^^^iifwip 



292 HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

It is evident, however, that the legal voters of the town 
were opposed to the unrestricted and unguarded use of that 
privilege. November 26, 1773, they appointed a committee 
of five persons " to take such measures as may be necessary 
to prevent Inoculation of the small pox at the house of Capt 
Moses Little, or elsewhere in the town." * 

July 9, 1776, the General Court passed "an act Im- 
jx)wering the Justices of the Court of General Sessions of the 
Peace in the Several Counties in this Colony to permit one or 
more Inoculating Hospitals to be erected in each of Said 
Counties.** April 11, 1777, this act was amended, and some 
important regulations and restrictions added.f 

March 10, 1777-8, the town of Newbury voted to petition 
the General Court for liberty to provide a suitable place 
within the limits of the town " for inoculation for small pox.*'* 

This vote was subsequently reconsidered, but after a delay 
of some weeks was again passed and again reconsidered. 

In the mean while the Court of General Sessions for the 
county of Essex authorized the erection of an inoculating 
hospital on Kent's island ; and Stephen Cross and other citi- 
zens of Newbury and Newburyport united in a petition to the 
General Court, asking that the directors of the hospital might 
be allowed to retain possession of the property and manage 
its affairs without interference. 

April 1 1, 1778, the General Court adopted a series of reso- 
lutions, in substance as follows : — 

Moses Frazier, Samuel Tufts, Jonathan Marsh, Ebenezer March, 
John Pearson, Junior, Joseph Stanwood and Paul Lunt, appointed by the 
last Court of the General Sessions of the Peace holden for the County of 
Essex, as Directors of an inoculating Hospital then allowed by said 
Court of Sessions to be erected and established on Kent*s Island in the 
town of Newbury, are hereby permitted to continue said Hospital, they 
to be Directors till the further order of the General Court: 

And as the Inhabitants of the Town of Newbury Port join in the 
expense of erecting and furnishing said Hospital, [It is] further resolved, 
that no preference be given to the Inhabitants of the Town of Newbury 
but that the Inhabiunu of the Town of Newbur}- Port have equal right 
to admission into said Hospital with the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Newbury &c &c % 

*To«ti of Newbury Rtcordt. t P royinco Lawt. vol. ▼., pp. 554, 6$!. 

^ t MMMchuMttt Aichhrcs (Cooit Record*), vol. uunrflL,pk 4*9. 
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Subsequently, the report that several persons had been in- 
oculated for small-pox at the house of Mr. Josiah littk 
created considerable excitement ; and, June 8, 1778, a commit- 
tee was chosen, and instructed to prosecute any person who 
had aided or assisted in communicating the disease at the 
time and in the manner designated. The committee was 
also directed to prosecute any doctor '' that shall attend saud 
.persons or administer medicine to any of them contrary to 

law." * 

How long the hospital on Kent's island was used for the 
accommodation of patients who desired to be inoculated with 
smallpox is uncertain. On the twenty-second, day of August, 
1 778, a petition was presented to the General Court, asking 
that the practice might be discontinued in Newbury. 

Ten or fifteen years later Newburyport built and main- 
tained a hospital in the common pasture, where persons volun- 
tarily inoculated with the virus of small-pox were allowed to 
remain, under the care of experienced physicians, until fully 
recovered. 

WOOLLEN FACTORY AT BYFIELD. 

* 

In 1793, William Bartlet, Benjamin Greenleaf, and other 
Newburyport capitalists became interested in a plan, proposed 
by John and Arthur Schofield, two Englishmen who came to 
Newburyport that year, for manufacturing blankets and other 
woollen goods by machinery. 

January 29, 1794, Benjamin Greenleaf, Philip Aubin, \^^- 
iam Bartlet, Richard Bartlctt, Oflin Boardman, jr., Moses 
Brown, David Coffin, William Coombs, John Coombs, Mark 
Fitz, Abel Greenleaf, John Greenleaf, Andrew Frothingham, 
Michael Hodge, Nicholas Johnson, Nathaniel Knapp, Peter 
Le Breton, Joseph Moulton, Theophilus Parsons, Kbenezer 
Wheelwright, Eld ward Wigglesworth, and others were in- 
corporated as " The Proprietors of the Newburyport Woolen 
Manufactory/* f 

As water power was needed to move the machinery, the 
proprietors by their agent purchased of Paul ^oody, of New- 

*Town ol Newbury Records. 

t Special Laws, StoU of Manacfaaaetti, Acli of i794* 
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bury, March 26, 1 794, about six acres of land partly covered 
with water, on both sides of the Falls river, in Byfield parish, 
also a grist-mill on the premises, with all its prinleges, and 
there erected a factory suitable for manufacturing purposes.* 
The carding-machines used in the factory were made by the 
Schofield Brothers in Newburyport, and the other machinery 
by Messrs. Guppy & Armstrong, of the same town. 

It is said that the company was the first one incorporated 
for the manufacture of woollen goods in the United States. 
It was not successful, however, financially. In 1803, the 
original shareholders sold their stock to William Bartlet ; and 
in 1804 he sold the property to John Lees, an Englishman, 
who converted it into a factory for the manufacture of cotton 
cloth.f 

August 24, 1824, the property was sold at public auction 
to Gorham Parsons, of Brighton,! who conveyed it. May 29, 
1826, to Paul Moody of Lowell. § April 16, 1832, the heirs 
of Paul Moody reconveycd the property to Gorham Parsons, || 
who leased it for a term of seven years to William N. Cleave- 
land, of Newbury, and Solomon Wildes, of Boston, " partners 
in trade and manufacturers under the firm name of William 
N. Clcaveland & Co."^ August 2, 1842, Mr. Parsons sold 
the factory to Theophilus Parsons, of Boston,** who conveyed 
it May 1 2, 1 846, to Moses Emery Hale and others, of New- 
burj'port.ff 

May 20, 1848, Francis V. Noyes purchased the factory, JJ 
and subsequently leased it to Alfred Durant and to his brother. 
Rev. Henry Durant, who manufactured bedsteads and other 
household furniture there. It was destroyed by fire in 1859; 
and the land, " with several small buildings thereon," was 
sold to Daniel Lunt, of Newburj', March 3, i86o,§§ who con- 

* Euex Deeds, vol. dvfi., leaf t\\. Th« land upon which this factory was erected was gnated 
by the town of Newbury la i6]6 to John Spencer and Richard Dummer to build a grist*BiiU 
vpoB. November lo^ 1710, Nathaniel Dumiaer sold to William Moody, xrandfather ol Fa«l 
Moody, all hit tight, title, and interest "is y« River in y* Township ol Newbury called y« Falla 
River which was granted unto my Grandfather Mr Richard Dumcr by y« sA Towae of New* 
bury,** with the land oa which the saw-mill of Mr. Dommer then stood (Etaez Deeds, vol. nv., 
leaf 131). t Ibid., book dxxv., leaf 190. X Ibid., book couunz., leal aiew | Ibid., b^k 
cclxL, leaf 6s. I IbU., book cclaiv., leaf lai. T Ibid., book cdsifl., Ic^ 190. •• Ibid., 
book cccnxii., leaf aSt! ft Ibid., book ccdzviii., leaf ic6. U Ibid., book cocxoritt.. kaf ya. 
H Ibid., book ddiL, loaf *xi' 
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vcyed the property May 9, i860, to Leonard A. Morra 
and llurutio M. llon-ard.* On the first day of June; l% 
the land, including the water privilege, etc., was transferred 
I^iiiuird Morrison, of Methuen, who rebuilt the factory i 
fitted it with machinery for the manufacture of cotton j'am 

I^onard Morrison died April 26, 1S75; and Leonard 
Mi)rrison died previous to February 10, 18S0. Ainanda 
Sa\ayo, j^iiardLin of Willbin H. Morrison and Ina B. Mwris 
minors. " children of Leonard A, Morrison, late of Newbur 
.si>M May 4, iSSo, three undivided fourth parts, and He 
1'. Chaplin and otliers, of Georgetown, sold one undi^i 
{■Hirth iKirt of the factory at Byfieltl, including the mill pr 
leyes and water power, to James A, C, W'hitticr and Hi 
U. Kwiny, of Boston-J 

Mrs. I-izzic M. Adams, wife of George W, Atlams, con^-ej 
all her rijiht, title, and interest in the pro[x;rty to Mess 
Whittier & Ewing, April 26, i8So.§ James A. C. Whitl 
sold his one undivided half of the land, buildings, water pow 
etc., to Hugh U. Ewing, of Boston, March 17, iS86.| 

C. A. K. Kwing and Hugh Ewing, coixirtncrs under 1 
firm name of Hugh U. Ewing & Co., purchased 1 
proijerly July 9, 1892,^ and August 3, 1893, made an 
signment, (or the benefit of their creditors, to Henry A. G< 
ing, trustee,** who sold the buildings, water privileges, e 
December 8, 1893, to Jacob F, Brown, of Brookline. 1 
sainc day Mr. Brown gave a deed of the property to Sam 
WiDbms.ff who sold one undivided half December 25, i8< 
to Alfred S. Williams-Jt On the second day of July, 18' 
Samuel antl Alfred S. Williams conveyed all their right, ti 
and interest in the land and the buildings thereon to the 1 
field Woollen Company, the present owners.§§ 
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SALT WORKS. 

The tax imposed by Parliament in 1 767 on paper, glass, tea, 
and other articles of merchandise imported into the province 
of Massachusetts was regarded as burdensome and unjust. 
September 19, 1768, the legal voters of Newburyport elected 
Benjamin Grcenleaf delegate to a convention to be held in 
Boston for consultation and conference in regard to the meas- 
ures that should be adopted to stop the importation of mer- 
chandise from England.* 

The merchants and traders of Newbury and Newburyport 
were in the habit of importing large quantities of salt from 
Great Britain at that date. In order to promote and encourage 
its manufacture and provide an adequate supply for home con- 
sumption, the inhabitants of Newburyport, immediately after 
the election of Benjamin Greenleaf at the town meeting held 
September nineteenth, *• Voted to exempt Capt James Hud- 
son from the payment of Town, County and Province taxes 
for 1 767 and 1 768, in answer to his petition, for encourage- 
ment to go on with his salt works." * 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Newbury, held on the 
fourteenth day of March, 1768-9, a petition from Capt. James 
Hudson was presented, asking for a loan of one hundred 
pounds for two or three years. The amount of the loan and 
the time fixed for its repayment were discussed at some 
length, and aroused some opposition ; but at the close of the 
debate it was unanimously voted, " that the town will let out 
to Cap' James Hudson a certain sum of money to Enable him 
to Carry on his salt works." f 

September 4, 1 769, the town of Newburyport voted to ap- 
prove the agreement made with the merchants and traders of 
Boston in regard to the imix)rtation of goods from Great 
Britain ; and September 19, 1769, the town of Newbury voted 
to give Capt. James Hudson, of Newburyport, the sum of twenty 
pounds to enable him to carry on and complete his salt works.f 
Eight pounds were also appropriated by the town of Ipswich 
*' to assist James Hudson to carry on the salt works he has 
lately erected." % 

* Towa oi Ncwbvrypovt Rccordi, p. \%\» t Town «C Newbury lUcofdt. 

_ |Pelt*tHUtonr«CIptwkh,p.9l. 
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The manufacture of salt at that date ^'as a slow and difficult 
process. Sea w-ater was evaporated by means of. large boil- 
ers, under which fires were kept burning night and day. 
After the close of the Revolutionary war improved methods 
of making salt were introduced. Water-tight vats, twenty 
feet square and ten or twelve inches deep, were so arranged 
that water could be pumped from the ocean by means of a 
windmill into the first vat, and then conducted, after suffi- 
cient exix>sure to the heat of the sun, to a second x-at, and 
then to a third and fourth, until a strong brine i%'as formed 
and crystals of salt appeared. 

In 1830, a Frenchman by the name of Gilshcnon, with a few 
Newbury and Ipswich men who were interested with him, 
commenced the manufacture of salt at the southerly end of 
Plum island. He bought two hundred and fifty acres of 
land, laid out and dug a canal about one-third of a mile long, 
eight feet wide, and ten feet deep, which he connected with 
twenty-eight x-ats that were supplied with water pumped from 
the canal by means of windmills. He constructed also an 
overshot wheel, fifteen feet in diameter and five or six feet in 
width, which was made to revolve by the strong and x-igorous 
efforts of a large bull, walking in treadmill fashion, within the 
wheel, which was suspended in an upright position from a 
heavy wooden frame. On the outer rim of this revohing 
wheel shallow buckets were attached that lifted the water 
from the canal into the vats on calm, still days, when the wind- 
mills were unable to do the work.* 

The business was not a financial success ; and the property, 
consisting of eighty acres of upland, one hundred and seventy- 
five acres of salt marsh, two dwelling-houses, two barns, " with 
a d4m across a creek running through the place by means of 
which with but little expense a good water power may be ob- 
tained," " also six wind mills with pumps and apparatus entire,** 
was advertised February 20, 1832, to be sold by George W. 
Heard, of Ipswich. It was probably purchased by Francis J. 
Oliver, of Boston, who conveyed it September 22, 1834, to 
Daniel Dole, of Ipswich.f 

• Hbtorkml Address by Mr. PhUlp D. Adams (Newbaryport Dadly Nc«tX October j4, 190^ 
t Essex Deeds, book cduvUi^ leaf te. 

\ 
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MANUFACTURE OF NAILS AND BRADS. 

The manufacture of cut nails and brads was begun in New- 
bury in 1795. Jacob Perkins, son of Matthew and Jane 
(Dole) Perkins, of Newburyi)ort, was the inventor of a 
machine for cutting and heading nails, for which he was 
granted a |>atent January 16, 1795. He became acquainted 
with Samuel Guppy, of New York, and John Warren Arm- 
strong, of Boston; and with their aid and assistance he pro- 
duced at Hyfield the first nails that were cut and headed at 
one oi>eralion, in America.* 

In the Impartial Herald, November 24, 1795, the propri- 
etors, " Messrs Guppy & Armstrong and Jacob Perkins, in- 
ventor/* announce that they have three machines in oi^era- 
tion "at Byfield six miles from Newburyix)rt,** and will 
have a supply of brads and nails for sale within two weeks, 
" much sui:)erior and twenty ix^r cent cheaixjr than imix)rted 
nails." 

On the day that this announcement was made in the 
Herald, Ebenezer Stocker, Abraham WTieelwright, and Eben- 
ezer WTieelwright, directors of the Newburyix)rt Woollen 
Manufactory, conveyed to Jacob Perkins a lot of land with a 
corn-mill thereon in Amesbury, "Commonly called Waits 
Mill."! The power needed for driving the nail machinery 
was secured by the purchase of this mill, then standing on 
the south bank of the Powow river ; and early in the spring 
of 1796 the manufacture of nails in Byfield was discontinued, 
and the machinery removed to the mill or factory in 
Amesbury. 

ALMSHOUSE. 

April 4, 1808, the town of Newbury voted to purchase the 
house, barn, and about seventeen acres of land, formerly 
owned and occupied by Rev. Matthias Plant, at or near the 
corner of the road leading to Amesbury ferry and the way to 
Essex Merrimack bridge, now SpoiTord street, Newburyport. 
This property was placed under the care of the overseers of 

- * TIm EtMs AnriquarUn, vol. ii., pp. 69-74. t Euex Dccda, vol. dxhr., leaf 99. 
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the ixx)ry and for many years was made serviceable and useful 
as an almshouse and town farm.* 

At a meeting held March 17, 1828, the legal voters of the 
town authorized the purchase of a farm in Byfield, ovi-ned bf 
Knoch Moody, " containing two hundred acres of land more 
or less with the buildings thereon/* to be placed under the 
care and control of the overseers of the poor ; and April 7, 
1828, they ordered that all persons receiving aid from the 
town should be removed to the town farm, and that all the 
stDck and agricultural implements needed to carry it on suc- 
cessfully should be pro\ided forthwith.f 

On the sixteenth day of May, 1829, "the former Poor 
Kstablishment owned by the town of Newbury and known by 
the name of the Plant Place" was sold to ]!llias Jackman;| 
and after that date all persons dependent upon the town for 
assistance were supplied with food and shelter at the farm in 
By field parish. 

February 2, 1852, the inhabitants of Newbury voted to sell 
the town farm (at By field), and appointed a committee to 
make the necessary arrangements and attend to the sale of 
the proi>erty.§ March 29, 1852, the overseers of the poor 
were authorized, " in case the town farm is not spcredily sold, 
to lease the same for the ensuing year." § April 30, 1852, 
.Daniel Lunt, treasurer of the town of Newbury, conveyed to 
Calvin Noyes " about one hundred and eighty acres of land 
with all the buildings thereon, formerly owned by Enoch 
Moody " ; || and, February 7, 1874, a supplementary deed, con- 
firming and perfecting the title from the town of Newbury to 
Cahin Noyes, was recorded.^ 

Since the sale of the almshouse and the farm at Byfield,- all 
persons dependent upon the town for support have been pro- 



* Es«cx Deeds, voL dxxxv., leaf 69. Anthony Davenport, ol Kewlwryport, for two 
dollars, lold. April 14, 180S, to Thomas Hale, treasurer of th« town ol Newbury, \m tnut for — H 
town, about fifteen acres of land, mith dm-ellinf -hoose and other buQdiags thcfco«» Voimded as fa^ 
lom-s : beginning on tlie westerly comer of the road leading from the road to Amcsbury ferry lo Deer 
Island bridge, thence northwesterly by the road leading to Ancsbaiy ferry, dieaoc northi ■■li.ilf 
by land of David Jackman and others, thence southeasterly by land of Joseph Jackmaa* llKac* 
southwesterly by the road first named, to the bounds begun aL 

t Town of Newbury Records : also, Essex Deeds, mL cczlvUI., leaf toy. 

} Essex Deeds, vol cclvtti., leaf «&. f Town of Newbury ]Ucot<da. 

I Essex Deeds, book dclxv., leaf as* ^ I^*<U book doccxlvIL, loaf iti. 

\ 
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vided for in private families by the payment of a fixed sum 
for board and clothing. 

THE INXORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF WEST NEW^BURY. 

y^ As early as March 30, 1 777-8, a petition was presented to 
the town of Newbury, asking that all the territory on the 
westerly side of Artichoke river to the Bradford line might 



\ 



be set off and made a separate township. 



. . . begining at the mouth of Artichoak river running southerly by 
said river to Littles meadow and from thence on a straight line to the 
bridge in the road near John & Stephen Browns, and from the bridge by 
the brook to the South Way, then running by the northerly side of the 
South Way to Johnsons corner, so called, and from thence on a straight 
line to a white oak marked tree, the bounds between Newbur}', Rowley 
& Bradford, and from thence on Bradford line to Merrimack river and 
by Merrimack river to the mouth of the Artichoak river, the bound first 
mentioned.* 

The prayer of the petitioners was at first favored by a ma- 
jority of the legal voters of the town ; but, after further con- 
sideration, the subject was indefinitely postponed. 

February 19, 1793-4, a committee was chosen to see what 
terms and conditions could be made, "provided the inhab- 
itants of Newbury agree to set off the three northwesterly 
parishes," and petition the General Court, at its ne.\t session, 
to incorporate the said parishes as a separate and distinct 
town. On the seventh day of April, Col. Samuel Gerrish, 
Stephen Hodge, Esq., and Mr. Stephen Brown were author- 
ized and instructed to prepare and present a petition asking 
the General Court to consent to the incorporation of the new 
town. This action, however, was reconsidered on the twenty- 
third day of April ; and on the fifth day of June another at- 
tempt to set off and organize a new town " on the northerly 
side of a line begining on the Merrimack river and running by 
a way, now known as Oakland street (at that time the divid- 
ing line between Newbury and Newburyport), to a marked 
stone in common pasture, thence in a westerly direction to the 

*Towa oi Ncvbivy Records, (i7|i-^) p. Sf4* 
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Bradford line, and by said line to the Merrimack river, and 
thence easterly by said rix-er to the bounds first named,'* was 
defeated by a vote of 216 opposed to 145 in favor of the 
measure.* 

No further action was taken until June 11, 18 18, when the 
inhabitants of Newburj' were again asked to give their consent 
to a division of the town on substantially the same lines as 
had been previously pro|x>sed ; but the opponents of the meas- 
ure, after a long and fierce struggle, were able to defeat it.* 

A few months later, however, Samuel Woodman and others 
presented a |X!tition to the General Court, asking that all the 
territory between the mouth of the Artichoke river and the 
Bradford line, within the limits of the Second and Third (for- 
merly the Fourth) parishes, might be set off and incorporated 
as a sci)arate town; and November 2, 18 18, at a meeting of 
the legal voters of Newbur}', the rqiresentatives of the town 
were instructed to oppose the petition, and prevent, if possible, 
any further consideration of the subject.* 

Although active and ngorous measures were adopted to 
counteract the earnest and determined efforts of the petition- 
ers, the General Court, after a prolonged hearing, passed Feb- 
ruary 1 8, 1 8 19, *• An act to incorporate the town of Parsons " ; f 
and March 9, 18 19, the legal voters of Newbury elected Jo- 
siah Little, Esq., Silas Little, Esq., Moses Little, Esq^ Jacob 
Gerrish, Esq., and Mr. Eben Pearson a committee to adjust 
the debts and make a settlement with any committee that may 
be appointed by the inhabitants of the town of Persons.* 

Subsequently, a change in the name of the new town was" 
made by an act of the General Court, passed June 14, 1820 
providing that " the said town shall hereafter be called and 
known by the name of West Newbury." % ^ 

' *T<m-n of Newbary Records. 
t Thb act U printed in foil oo p. 1863, vol. &.« HiMory ol Eaicx Covaly, J. W. Lewis ft Qm^ 
publishcn. 

I History ol Essex Coaaty» J. W. Lcmis ft Co., pabUsben, vol. tt., p. ■I6«. 
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WATER SUPPLY FOR MANUFACTURING PURPOSES. 

In 1844, the James Steam Mill, for the mamifacture of 
cotton goods, was erected in Newburj'port. During the 
following year, Gen. Charles. T. James, Charles J. Brockway, 
Esq., and other prominent citizens i^etitioned the General 
Court for an act of incorporation to enable them to erect and 
maintain a bleachery in the town of Newbury, and also to 
provide an adequate supply of water for manufacturing and 
domestic purposes. 

The original plan of the petitioners contemplated the erec- 
tion of a bleachery at Bartlett springs and the lajing of 
pi|)es through the streets of Newbury and Newburj-port for 
the purpose of supplying both towns with pure water. A 
committee, apix)inted by the inhabitants of Newburyport tp. 
e.xamine the plan and make such suggestions and recom- 
mendations as they considered advisable, reported in favor of 
granting the prayer of the petitioners ; and February 1 3, 1 846, 
the town voted to give its consent to the incorporation of the 
company by the General Court. The estimated cost of the 
bleachery and water-works, however, rendered some modifica- 
tion of the plan necessary ; and after further consideration a 
new source of supply was agreed upon, and incorporated in the 
act passed March 7, 1846. 

At a town meeting held February 1 3, 1 846, the inhabitants 
of Newbury voted to favor the prayer of the petitioners, and, 
also, voted to allow the company, when organized, to lay water 
pipes, under certain restrictions, through the principal streets 
of the town.* On the seventh day of March, 1846, the 
General Court passed an act incorporating "The Newbury 
Spring Bleaching Company " ; f and the town of Newbury 
voted, August i, 1846, "to grant the James Steam Mill 
Company the prix-ilege of laying a water pipe along High 
street, from the head of State street to Federal street, upon 
condition that the town have the right to put in fire plugs, at 
it3 own expense, in such places as it may think proper." * 
Land on the southwesterly side of Oak Hill cemetery, 

*To«v of Newbiny lUoocdk t Acu wtA RcmItm for iV^i chap. 1$. 
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with a small pi>nd adjoining, was purchased, a pumping statkm 
crcctcil, and water for extinguishing fires and for manufactur- 
ing purix)scs was conveyed in pipes down the turnpike, now 
State street, Newburyport, to High street, thence to Federal 
street, down Feilcral to Ann, now Atwood street, thence 
through Purchase to Charles street, and thence to the James 
Steam Mill, Newburyport, now owned by the Peabody Manu- 
facturing Company. Sixty-four hundred feet of iron pipe was 
laid, at a cost of ten thousand dollars, and the work com- 
pleted previous to December i, i846.* 

Subsequently, the pipe at the corner of Ann and Federal 
streets, Newburj-port, was connected with the property now 
owned by the Peabody Manufacturing Company, on Federal 
street, formerly known as the Globe Steam Mills. 



ANNEXATION OF A PART OF NEWBURY TO NEW- 
BURYPORT. 

Although the town of Newbur}' after the incorporation of 
Newburyport in 1764, and West Newbury in 18 19, was 
greatly reduced in population as well as in taxable property, 
rei)eated attempts were made to still further reduce the area 
and population of the town by many persons, residing^ within 
its limits, who were engaged in mercantile or commercial pur- 
suits, and, therefore, not in full sj-mi^thy with the fanners, 
who practically controlled the administration of municipal 
affairs. 

Mr. Ebenezcr WTieehvright and several other prominent 
merchants of Newbury earnestly advocated the adoption of 
a plan that would, if accepted, take a narrow strip of land on 
the westerly side of High street, " with the dwelling-houses 
thereon," and make it a part of Newburyport. The subject 
was brought to the attention of the General Court ; and an 
order of notice was served on the inhabitants of Newbury 
April 23, 182 1, to appear and make answer to the prayer of 
the petitioners. At a town meeting held on the tw*enty.sec- 
ond day of May a committee was appointed to attend the 

* N«mbar]rpoft Herald, December 1, 1846, and Jaavary aft, 1S47. 
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hearing, and opiX)se any further division of the town.* The 
General Court, after a full and careful consideration of the 
subject, granted the petitioners " leave to withdraw." 

Seven years later the inhabitants of Belleville parish, 
formerly the Fifth j^arish, desired to be set off and incorpo- 
rated as a separate town ; and March 17, 1828, the legal voters 
of Newbury consented to the proposed plan of separation, 
and agreed to set off all the territory on the westerly and 
northwesterly side of a line beginning on Merrimack river, at 
or near the foot of North street, thence on the line of New- 
buryport to the bound stone in the common pasture, and 
thence on a straight line to West Newbury.* On the seventh 
day of April the selectmen were authorized to confer with the 
inhabitants of that part of Newbury included within the 
bounds and limits of the proposed new town, and agree, if 
possible, upon the terms and conditions of separation.* 

The opponents of the plan, however, were active and per- 
sistent in their efforts to defeat it. On the eighth of May, 
1828, Mr. Ebenezer WTieelwright and others presented a peti- 
tion asking that a part of Newbury, " Begining at the Bound 
Stone in the Common Pasture, between the towns of New- 
bury & Newburyport thence on a straight line to the most 
East>%'ardly corner of West Newbury, thence on a straight 
line to Plumb Island Bridge, thence on the same straight line 
to the Sea, thence by the Sea and Merrimack River to the 
most Eastwardly bound of Newburyport, thence by Newbury- 
port line to the first Bound," * might be set off and annexed 
to Newburyport. The legal voters of the town declined to 
grant the prayer of the petitioners, and, December 15, 1828, 
voted to oppose the petition of Mr. Ebenezer Wheelwright at 
the General Court, and favor the petition of Mr. Henry Mer- 
rill and other inhabitants of Belleville parish to be set off as 
a town by themselves.* The committee on towns, to whom 
both petitions had been referred, reported January twenty- 
ninth; and February 5, 1829, their report was accepted, 
" granting the petitioners leave to withdraw." f 
* Three years later, another attempt was made to set off all 

* town 01 Ivcwvuffy Rccoras. 
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the land on the easterly side of a line Ix^^ining at the bound 
stone in the common pasture, and extcndinj^ southeasterly to 
rium island bridge, and thence to the sea. December 29^ 
1 83 1, the town of Newbury voted to favor the petition of Mr. 
John Wills and others, and also voted to g^ive its consent to 
the separation asked for '' on such terms and conditions as 
the General Court may establish." ♦ 

On the fourth day of Januar}* following, the subject was 
again under consideration ; and a motion to choose a com- 
mittee to attend the General Court and oppose the prayer of 
the petitioners was carried by a vote of 174 in favor to 152 
against the measure.* April 9, 1832, John Merrill, Esq, 
Moses Little, Esq., and Daniel Adams, 3d, Esq^ were ap- 
ix)inted to defend the interests of the town and protest 
against any farther consideration of the petition of John Wills 
and others. February 11, 1832,* the General Court granted 
the petitioners " leave to withdraw." 

November 19, 1834, the town of Newbury u-as notified 
that Mr. Roger S. Howard and others had filed a petition 
praying that all persons residing within certain bounds and 
limits named in said petition might be set off and annexed to 
the town of Newburyport. A committee was apix>inted to 
confer with the petitioners and induce them, if possible, to 
make some concessions in regard to the proposed dixision of 
the town.* 

This committee reported December 10, 1834, that the 
division lines asked for by the petitioners, though to some 
extent indefinite and uncertain, were substantially the same 
as those named in the petition of 1832. Instead of di\iding 
the town, as requested, the committee recommended that 
Newbur)' and Newburyport should be again united ; and a 
committee, consisting of John Merrill, Moses Little, John 
Chickering, Jacob Gcrrish, and Daniel Plumer, was appointed 
to confer with the town of Newbur)'port and endeavor to 
bring about the desired result.* The conference was held, 
but the plan of reunion was defeated after an animated dis- 
cussion by the legal voters of Newburyport. 

* Town oi Newbury Rtcordk 
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A few years later another attempt was made by Ebenezer 
WTieclwright and others to induce the General Court to set 
off a portion of the town of Newbury to be annexed to the 
town of Ncwburyport. January 4, 1843, a committee was 
appointed to opix)se the prayer of the petitioners.* After a 
prolonged hearing the subject was referred, February 28, 
1843, to the next General Court. 

February 1 3, 1 846, the jxitition of John Porter and others 
to the General Court, asking that Newbury and Newburyport 
might be made one town, was under consideration ; and the 
town of Newbury voted, 191 to 134, not to favor the plan 
projXised by the petitioners.* But on the twenty-third day of 
February a committee, consisting of Micajah Lunt, Daniel 
Plumer, Josiah Little, Daniel Noyes, Enoch Hale, Stuart 
Chase, and John Currier, jr., was cho.sen " to consider the 
exi^ediency of uniting the towns of Newbury and Newbury- 
port." This committee reported March 2, 1846, in favor of 
the measure; but the legal voters declined, by a vote of 176 
to 235, to adopt the recommendation of the committee. 

January 4, 1847, the town of Newbury voted to consent, 
upon such conditions as the General Court may impose, to 
the passage of an act providing that the territory and in- 
habitants within the following described lines may be set off 
and annexed to the town of Newburj-port, namely : — 

Beginning at the line of Newburyport on the South Westerly side 
of High street near the Newburyport Turnpike, thence Southeasterly 
by the Southerly side of High street to a point opposite the head of 
South street ; thence in a direct line to the most Southerly bend in the 
Plum Island Turnpike and parallel therewith to the ocean ; thence by 
the ocean and Merrimack River to the line of Newburyport* 

Mr. Abner Keniston and others, hanng petitioned the 
General Court " to set off that part of the town called Belle- 
\-ille," the inhabitants of Newbury voted, February 8, 1850, 
not to oppose the petition.* The General Court, however, de- 
clined to grant the prayer of the petitioners ; and the follow- 
ing year William Goodwin and others presented a similar 
request, and Moses Pettingell and others, in behalf of the in- 
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habitants residing between South (now Bromiield street) and 
Marlborough streets, asked to be annexed to Newbur^port 

March ii, i8si»the town agreed to favor the passaged 
an act by the General Court proxiding for the annexation of a 
portion of Newbury to Ncwburyport, and voted to appcxnt a 
committee to adjust the line of separation and make arrang^ 
mcnts for an equitable dix-ision of the town property. The 
bounds and limits agreed upon included all the territory uo 
the westerly side of Ncwbur)'port to the Artichoke river, and 
a large tract on the easterly side, extending^ to the l^t- 
kcc|K»r*s house on Plum island. These bounds are gix^cn in 
detail in the first section of " An Act to Annex a Pirt of the 
Town of Newbury to the town of Ncwburyport," a[^»ro\*ed 
by his Excellency George S. Boutwell, governor of the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts, April 17, 1851.* 

Since that cLitc there has been no change in the territorial 
bounds and limits of the town of Newbury. The northern 
boundary line runs from the point marked A, on the Maft 00 
the next page, to B; thence to C, D, E, F, and G. The 
dividing line between Newbury and Georgetown runs from G 
to H, and the line between Newbury and Rowley from H to 
I, and thence to the point marked J on Plum island. 



SILVER MINES. 

In 1874, traces of silver ore were found in a few scattered 
rocks lying on the surface of a pasture owned by Mr. Rich- 
ard Jaques, in the \icinity of the " Birchen meadow ** not 
more than one hundred and fifty or two hundred rods in a 
southeasterly direction from the oak-tree now standing in the 
" Gerrish pasture/* to which reference is made on page 1 30. 

The mineral deposits of that neighborhood were carefully" 
analyzed, and in 1875 "The Chipman Silver Mining Com- 
pany *' was organized to make further explorations and devise 
ways and means for a thorough and systematic development 
of the property.f 



* Actt and Reaolvts for itsi. diap. 54. 
t Newbttrypori Hcfald, May t7t 187}. 
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Workshops were erected, steam drills and puin[Nng m 
chiiicry provHdctl, and a shaft forty feet deep w-as sunk throug 
solid rock, exposing, according to the report of experts, li 
wins of lead and silver. KxcaxTttions in other parts of tl 
town were made with gratifying results. I^nd that had ho 
almost worthless was eagerly bought or bonded at fabuk) 
prices. The e.\citcnicnt reached its height when the schoor 
" Nadab " was chartered to take a cargo of ore to New Yo 
to be Kmeltcd and assayed. June 2, 1S75, the last few loa 
neetled to make up the cai^o, on the way from the mil* 
were met at the junction of Auburn and Pond streeU 
Ncwbur^iwrt, and escorted down State street to Commere 
wharf by a procession of citizens carrying flags and bannci 
accompanied by a military band playing the popular airs 
the day. 

The reports received se\*eral months later from this car 
of ore were somewhat conflicting and discouraging ; but t 
directors of the mining company were hc^fu], and contiou 
oiM:rations with more or less activity during the f<^Iowi 
season. The business, howe\'er, was found to be unprofitab] 
and work at the mines was temporarily suspended. At int 
vals during the ne.\t two or three years attempts were ma 
by the introduction of new machinery to increase the prwii 
tion of crude ore, and reduce the cost of taking it from t 
mines; but the results were not satisfactory. In 18S0, t 
machinery was sold, and the attempt to establish silver minii 
in Newbury was abandoned. 

A.NNIVERSAkV CELEBRATIONS. 

The first centennial anniversary of the settlement of Nc 
bury was, according to tradition, " duly noticed in the froi 
yard of Colonel Joseph Coffin's house," in 1735, 

The second centennial was celebrated May 26, 183 
Public exercises were held in the m<5eling-housc of the Fin 
Religious Society or Pleasant street, Newtiiryport ; ar 
dinner was ser\-cd in a temporary pavilion erected on Ian 
near the Newbury town-house, now included within tti 
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limits of Oak Hill cemetery, Newburyport. Interesting and 
eloquent sjx'eches, appropriate to the occasion, were made by 
Hon. Edward Everett, Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Hon. 
Caleb Gushing, Hon. George Lunt, and other distinguished 
guests who were present. 

On the tenth day of June, 1885, the two hundred and 
fiftieth anniversary was celebrated, under the direction of the 
Historical Society of "Ould Newbury," in city hall, New- 
buryport. A chorus of male and female voices, led by Mr. 
Norman McLeod, accompanied by an orchestra of skilled 
musicians, rendered several appropriate selections. An 
original ode by Mrs. Louisa P. Hopkins was read ; and Rev. 
Samuel Golcord Bartlett, president of Dartmouth Gollege, 
delivered an able historical address. 

At the close of the exercises in the hall, dinner was pro- 
vided for over one thousand guests in a spacious tent erected 
on vacant land on High street, near the head of Bromfield 
street, Newburyport. Brief after-dinner speeches from men 
prominent in the social or political life of " Ould Newbury " 
occupied the time and attention of the assembled company 
until seven o'clock p.m. 

In the evening a reception or levee was held at the city hall 
where many citizens from Newbury and the neighboring 
towns gathered to listen to the music of a small but well- 
trained orchestra, to greet old friends and acquaintances, and 
to examine the large and x'aluablc collection of paintings 
loaned for that occasion and hung for that day and evening 
on the walls of the common council chamber. • 

* Report ol th« Celcbnilioo ol th« Two Hundred aind Fiftieth Anniventaty of the MttlrmcBt 
of Ncwbuiy, published is iSSf. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CHURCHES AND PASTORS. 

Traihtiox asserts that Rev. Thomas Parker preached 
his first scmion in Newbury under the branches of an oak- 
tree that stood on the north bank of the Quascacunqim 
(I'arkcr) river ; that a covenant to w-alk together according to 
the precepts of the gosi>eI, in brotherly love, was agreed upon 
at the close of the sermon ; that Rev. Mr. Parker was chosen 
jiastor, ami that other chxirch officers were then elected, "ye 
mciiibors expressinge their voats therein by lifting up Ibe 
hande." • 

Thomas Parker w-as the only son of Rev. Rol^crt Parkw, 
an eminent clergj-man of Wiltshire, England. He came to 
Boston in 1 634, in the ship " Mary and John," with his cousins 
Nicholas Noyes and Rev. James Noyes.f During the follow- 
ing winter he was at Agawam, now Ipswich, Mass., and organ- 
ized a conijiany there for the settlement of Newbury, on the 
Quascacimqucn river, to which place he removed with a few 
l>crsonal friends and acquaintances in the spring of 16354 

Rev. James Nojcs, assistant pastor, or teacher^^ of the 
church, was the son of Rev. William Noyes, who married 
Anne, sister of Rev. Robert Parker.g He came to America 
in 1 634 with his wife, Sarah Brown, eldest daughter of Joseph 
Brown, of Southampton, in the same ship with his cousin 
Rev. Thomas Parker. He preached for a year at Watertown, 
and came to Newbury in 1635. 

•C>Ai-i HlMofy ol NobwT. p. ij. 

t Nn Eoflud H luorical and Cauleciol RtfittR, nl. b, p. ■«*. 

t'>Alt>>iic*D«laJun[><>T. '^tl »>■>"•' llMchMal 'p— ^ J-i— ■ ■ , ,„ ,,,„„ ^ 

OwKxcunqiKiilabtfliiB tgn ihiit, ahidi ou (luwd IhtB.ud k w— mamai Ntwhrntj." 
(WkithnF'iHi>tar]ro( New EDfliixl. HEiisa iSu, nl.L, p. i^ij 

1 MiihH'i " Mitulia," tdiiio* iljt, »L 1.. p. ^li' 

Th* iBWmiBI th>t Re*. Willim Vofa iuitU Aboc Stiphas, diachMr ml WVtulw 
Slcplicu, p(iD1td«i] piitt i6j, "Ould Ncwbutr,'*li pfobablf liKomcL 

Nk^al»IIo]F^,IlllscImt•IiIhhi>l!^>lhtt', Rtr, Jibci Nojn, I* Boom Ib i^m. vrldndr 
nland IS EniUad la ibiS.and ciiH >iua Is AiHrici Iha D«t rcu. bt<a(la( Aaiboor SaB- 
•rtv iMi him (N(* EngUnd Kinorial ud CcHilofkil Kc|liu. toL ud.,p. 411). 
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tic was a strong and \-igorous su[^K>rter of ecclcMUbcd 
rights and privileges, and published *' The Temple Mas- 
uretl," a book dcxoted mainly to the discus^on of questiooi 
relating to church government. From a copy of this book, 
nwi in the lloston Public Library, a photograph of the titk- * 
page is here reproduced. As a specimen of typograplucal 
art connected with the early history of Newbur>', it cannot 
fail to interest the reader. 

The first meeting-house in Newbury was probably erected 
on or near the three acres of land afterwards sold to Johi 
Emcr^', from which twenty rods were rescr\'ed " for a bulging 
place as it is bounded with stakes with a way to it from the 
street." " 

The church was composed of earnest and devout men and 
women, who were e\-idcntly more liberal in their \icws of 
church fellowship and discipline than the inhabitants of other 
towns in the colony of Massachusetts Bay. Thomas Lech- 
ford, "an attorney and solicitor of Clements Inne, in the 
county of Middlesex, England," after a residence of three or 
four years in- Boston, Mass., wrote and published in I,ondon, 
in 1642, "Plain Dealing or Newcs from New England," in 
which he says ; " Of late some Churches are of opinion that 
any may be admitted to Church fellowship, that are not ex- 
tremely ignorant or scandalous ; but this they are not very 
forward to practice except at iVcwieny." 

In 1643, there u-as an assembly of all the churches al the 
colony at Cambridge. " The principal occasion was because 
some of the elders went about to set up some things ||accord- 
ingll to the presbytery, as of Newbury, etc. The assembly 
concluded against some parts of the presbyterial u-ay, and the 
Newbury ministers took time to consider the arguments, 
«c."t 

In all essential particulars, howc\-er, the inhabitants of 
Newbury conformed to the order of public worship estab- 
lished at Boston and elsewhere, except that for many years 
they assembled at the beating of a drum or the raising ct a 
flag instead of the " wringing of a bell." 

*"Ov1d X«i*fauif /' pp. 16 mad 14. 
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Every Sabbath or Lx>rds day, they come together at Boston, by 
wringing of a bell, about nine of the clock or before. The Pastor 
begins with solemn prayer continuing about a quarter of an houre. 
The Teacher then readcth and expoundeth a Chapter: Then a Psalm 
is sung, which ever one of the ruling Elders dictates. After that the 
Pastor preacheth a Sermon, and sometimes ex tempore exhorts. Then 
the Teacher concludes with prayer, and a blessing. 

Once a moneth is a Sacrament of the Lords Supper, whereof 
notice is given usually a fortnight before, and then all others departing 
save the Church, which is a great deale less in number than those that 
goe away, they receive the Sacrament, the Ministers and ruling Elders 
sitting at the Table, the rest in their seats, or upon forms : . . . Then 
a Psalme is sung, and with a short blessing the congregation is dis- 
missed. . . . About two in the afternoone, they repaire to tlie meeting- 
house againe: and then the Pastor begins, as before noone, and a 
Psalme being sung, the Teadier makes a Sermon. He was wont, when 
I came first, to reade and expound a Chapter also before his Sermon in 
the afternoon. After and before his Sermon, he prayeth.* 

Then came the baptism of children and the gathering of 
money or goods for the maintenance of the minister or the 
support of the poor of the church, "one of the Deacons 
saying, Brethren of the congregation, now there is time for 
contribution, wherefore as God hath prospered you, so freely 
offer." 

This done, then follows admission of members, or hearing matters 
of offence, or other things, sometimes till it be very late. If they have 
time, after this, is sung a Psalme, and then the Pastor condudeth with 
a Prayer and a blessing. f 

The removal of the inhabitants of Newbury from Parker 
river to the " new town " on Merrimack river led to a pro- 
longed discussion in regard to the remo\*al of the meeting- 
house. It was ordered to be taken down and a new one set 
up on or before the twentieth day of October, 1647, "in or 
upon a knowle of upland by Abraham Toppans bame." % 

The land upon which this second house of worship stood 
now forms a part of the burying-ground near the " trayneing 
green" in the First parish of Newbury. There were no 
pews on the floor of the house or in the gallery, but seats or 

• Lcch(ord*« " Ntws from New Eng iMd," pp. 16. %%, t Ibid, p. 19. 
|**0«MNc«b«r7,''p.«. 
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benches were pro\-ided ; and Januaiy 24, 165 1, tbe sdedns ' 
ordered " that e\'eiy householder, both men and women, dd 
sit in those scats that are appointed for them during tkit 
lives." 

September :i, 1654 i( wai ordered that the Towncs men idntM 
forthwith Exatnioc S: require an account of the moacf or j;oo^i> 
hath bin gathered (o pnrchas a bell in whose hands it u &tBB^ 
report to die towne.' 

May 14, 1658, a committee was appointed by tbe » 
habitants of Newbury to lay out to Mr. Woodmaa ta« 
twelve acres of marsh near Plum island. Mr. Woodm 
ha\-ing ai;reed to jiay for the same in boards or nails for flc 
meet i ng-house . • 

A more commodious building, dedicated to the iiuUic vt 
ship of God, was erected, early in the spring of 1661, on* 
southerly side of the old meeting-house, which was allon 
to stand until the new one was completed. In Jum^ sol 
were assigned to all the adult inhabitants of the ton a 
cording to their social rank and condition. Into ttus dc 
meeting-house Lydia (Perkins) Wardwell, wife of Eliali 
Wartlwell, of Hampton, N.H, came naked to answer tbo 
who accused her of teaching false doctrines and sepaiatt 
herself from the church. For this offence she was orda 
to be severely whipped and pay the cost and fees erf t 
court at Salem, May 5, 1663.! 

A bell, probably purchased with the money gathered 
1654, served to call the inhabitants together on Sundays 1 
lecture days, Elizabeth Webster was sentenced, in ifl 
" to stand at the meeting house dore at Newbury the in 
lecture day from the ringing of the first bell until 1 
minister be ready to begin prayer with a paper on her be 
written in capital letters : for taking a false oath 

COURT. " f 

December 25, 1665, Anthony Morse was employed to r 
the bell and also " to see that the meeting house be cle 
swept and the glasse of the windows be carefully locAt un 
if any should happen to be loosed with the wind, to be nai 

•Tamii< Ht»bui7 RccordL t Sn «■«, Aa^ IB., p. la^ 
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close again. . . . For this service he shall have ^3, for e\-eiy 
year." • 

Rev. Thomas Parker officiated as pastor of the churchy 
without an assistant or colleague, for six or seven years after 
the death of Rev. James Noyes in 1656. 

Rev. John Woodbridgc, who came to New England in the 
ship " Mary and John," with his uncle. Rev. Thomas Parker, 
was clerk of the town of Newbury from 1635 to 1638. In 
1639, he married Mercy, daughter of Thomas Dudley, gover- 
nor of the colony of Massachusetts Bay. He studied for the 
ministry while a school-teacher in Boston and was ordained 
pastor of the church organized at Andover, October 24, 1645. 
He returned to England in 1647 ^^'*^h his wife and family, 
and remained there sixteen years.f 

In 1663, he came again to New England, and was elected 
assistant pastor of the church at Newbury, with a salary of 
thirty pounds for the first half-year. 

October 26, 1664, " the towne voted that Mr. Parker should 
have but sixty pounds per year." This sum, however, was 
increased to eighty pounds a year, June 3, 1665; and the 
same day the annual salary of Rev. John Woodbridge was 
fixed at sixty pounds.* 

At this time the inhabitants of Newbury were greatly dis- 
turbed by questions relating to the government of the church 
and to the exercise of ecclesiastical authority by Rev. Mr. 
Parker. They manifested in various ways their disapproba- 
tion of the doctrines taught by the pastor and his worthy col- 
league. 

November i, 1665 It was voted whether Mr. Woodbridge should 
be chosen by papers to preach to the towne for one year. There were 
four votes in the affirmative and thirty one blanks.* 

At the same meeting it was voted : that Mr. Woodbridg should 
have the last spring Rate and that the Selectmen shall have power to 
make another Kate for this halfe yeare past of thirty pounds more.* 

It was also ordered that Mr. Woodbridj^es Rates for the two years 
past shall be paid within two months after this day, auad then the select- 
Tow* of Ncwbuiy Records. 

t HU (arm fai Kowbory ^■\% o« the easterly tide of " traynetaf green.** dpi. Bea)untai 
Swett aad bU brother>{o.Uw Nethanlel Weare had a lease of thb (ann for aevca yean* fnm i6ss 
to 166a. (See New Eaglaad Hktocfeal aod Geoealocical Regbtcr, vol. vL, ^ s».) 
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men shall go to Mr. Woodbridge and sec who hath not paud, and sad 
as are delinquent the select men shaU have power to sumons thai 
before the commissioners to recover it* 

During the long controversy that di\ided the church into 
two nearly equal parties the salary of Rev. Thomas F^ufar 
was regularly paid, but there was evidently a contest o\-cr 
the amount raised annually for the benefit of Rev. Blr. 
Woodbridge. 

April 25, 1666 It was voted that Mr. Parkers four score pounds bj 
the yeare should be continued to be paid to htm yearely. And M' Wood- 
bridge to have sixty pounds a yeare till the Towne take farther order.* 

March 4, 1666-7 voted that M' Woodbridge should have three 
score pounds for the yeare as he had formerly.* 

March 3, 1667-6 Mr Woodbridge was voted by counting roan for 
man, called over, to have sixty pounds a yeare for his preaching.* 

May 21, 1670 It was voted that the order in the Towne booke that 
gives Mr Woodbridge three score pound a yeare for his preaching ii 
made voyd.* 

At a meeting of the selectmen held February 4, 1667-8, 
the seats in the meeting-house were rearranged and assi<med 
to the members of the church according to their social rank 
and condition. 

Daniel Lunt proposed for a seat for severall women [his wife and 
her sister Smith & John Kent, Jun. his wife . . . Peter Chenyes wife, 
John Lunts wife & John Poore, Jun. his wife] the Selectmen ordered that 
the 2 short seats neere [ ] should be for them to^ be made 

into one.* 

Dec. 3, 1668 the selectmen granted Liberty to Nathaniel Clarke, M' 
Edward Woodman, Benjamin Lowle« John Kelly & John Kent, Jun. to 
build a pew for their wives at their own charg : in the meeting house 
from the east end of the South gallery to the pulpit to be & remaine to 
them & their heirs forever.* 

This pew was probably the first one built in the meeting- 
house at Newbury, and ultimately led to the building of 
others under the supervision of the selectmen. Seats ot 
benches, however, were in general use ; and new ones were 
occasionally provided for the accommodation of the inhabi- 
tants of the town. February 25, 1668, Richard Dummer 

*T««ni of Ncwboffj Reoordti 

\ 
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Jr., Thomas Woodbridge, and fifteen or eighteen other per- 
sons were authorized by the selectmen to occupy certain 
specified seats, " provided that they do pay their equal shares 
& proportions for the building of them." • 

John Woolcott and Peter Topjxin were presented to the 
court held at Ipswich, April 28, 1669, "for disorderly going 
and setting in a scat belonging to others" in the meeting- 
house. For this offence they were admonished, and ordered 
to ixiy the costs of court.f 

February 21, 1669-70, the selectmen ordered "that a i>aire 
of staires be made in the ix)rch to go up & downe into the 
gallery." • 

May 21, 1670, the inhabitants of the town voted to pro- 
vide additional seats for the north and south galleries of the 
meeting-house ; and a committee \\*as appointed to see that the 
work was promptly done. 

Notwithstanding the ecclesiastical difficulties that divided 
the church at this time, the number of worshipi^ers was con- 
stantly increasing. 

September 19, 1670 it was voted that the selectmen should have 
liberty to place such as wanted seats in the meeting house & to procure 
a bason for the church & to order Thomas Turvill to his kinsmans, also 
to be helpful to the poor.* 

January 31, 1670-71, the selectmen authorized Caleb 
Moody, John Hale, Benjamin Rolfe, John Webster, Abel 
Somerby, Nathaniel Clarke, Percivall Lowle, Jonathan 
Woodman, Daniel Thurston, Benjamin Lowle, and John 
Swett to build at their own charge "a pew in the south east 
corner of the meeting house " to be assigned to them for the 
use of their wives and daughters.* 

The ecclesiastical difficulties and dissensions that disturbed 
the church for nearly twenty-five years culminated in an 
appeal to the county court in 1669 and to the Great and 
General Court in 1671.J Mr. Edward Woodman was accused 
of publicly denouncing Rev. John Woodbridge as a preacher 

• * Tcmn of Newbury Rccordt. 

t Iptwich Court Records, voL H.* p. 94* 

I For ai full md dttaOcd accouat of thb prolooscd coo tiw a ty ■«• Coflia't History of K 
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retained in the church by craft and subtUty and Rev. Mr. 
Parker " as an apostate and backslider from the truth," «lw 
would set up a prelacy, and, though unsupported l^ a cound 
uf cardinals, wuuld exercise more power than the pope. 

From the e\'idcncc presented to the court it appears that 
Mr. Woodman was interrupted in his spctxh, <hi the occaaoa 
referred to, by Capt. Gcrrish, who made some reference to 
his gray hairs. Mr. Woodman in answer said, "Caj*. 
Gcrrish, my gray hairs will stand in any place where yoor 
bald head will stand." 

After a careful examination of the e\-idcnce submitted, the 
following decree was entered upon the records of the court : — 

Makch 30, 1669. 
Having heard the complaint prjcnted to thli Court ags) Mr Edwaid 
Woodman do judge some passages relating to M* Parker & M' Wood- 
bridge to be laulse and scandalous and that concemeing CafC Cerish, 
rcp'chfull, and p'voking and the whole gen^^r offensive. And bath llier- 
fore ordered that the sayd M' Woodman shall be seriously & Mrfeamdr 
admonished and en}o)'ncd to make a publiquc Confes^on at the ncd 
publique Tonne or church meeting ai Newbuij- of his sinfnll expres- 
sions & just offence that he hath given or else to pay five pounds & to 
pay costs and fees. 

J dissent from this sentance Samuell Symoadt 
And 1 dissent Wm Hatbornc 

Wee conceive the law allows not liberty to the memben of this Conrt 
to enter their dissent in this Case, being a criminal case, Sc not pr(^>cfly 
concerneiDg religion or any other qualiliecatioD mentioned in y< law 

SVMOND BKADSTItEET DANIELL DeNISOM. 

Mr Edward Woodman appealed from thisjudgm< to the next coon of 
Assistants at Boston 

He recognized in the sum of £10 with William Titcomb sure^ to 
prosecute his appeal and be of good behavior in meantime.* 

A council composed of delegates from eight ix nine 
churches was held in Newbury, November $, 1669, to consider 
the questions involved in this unfortunate controversy, and 
settle, if possible, the difl'crences that threatened to t^snipt 
the church. Some advice was given in a sfnrit of kindness 
and brotherly love, that seemed to allay the excitement tem- 

■ l|mkh Own RcCHd^ nl. U.. p. «». 
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porarily; but the contest u'as renewed a few months later 
with increased xigor, and April 19, 1670, a second council 
assembled at the meeting-house in Newbury. After a pro- 
longed hearing and careful deliberation, articles of agreement 
were drawn up and signed by Rev. Mr. Parker for himself 
and his friends and supporters, "and by Mr. Edward Wood- 
man and the brethren that were with him." 

These articles of agreement expressly declared " that the 
platform of discipline established by the general court" 
should be the rule or standard of the church at Newbury, 
and that all matters of controversy should be brought to the 
church for settlement.* It soon became evident, however, 
that the work of reconciliation was incomplete, and that the 
condition of affairs was very discouraging. Meetings called 
for the discussion of matters relating to church membership 
or discipline were exciting and boisterous. On one occasion 
Mr. Woodman and his friends " raised an hubbub, knocking, 
stamping, hemming, gaping to drown the reading " of charges 
preferred against them by their jxistor.f A few months later 
the same persons, or a majority of them, having met together 
and chosen a moderator, proceeded to admonish Rev. Mr. 
Parker, " and to suspend him from the exercise of his office." J 
Thereupon complaint was entered in. the court held at Ips- 
\vich in the month of April, 1671, accusing Mr. Edward 
Woodman, Mr. Richard Dummer, William Titcomb, Richard 
Bartlet, and others, to the number of forty-one in all, of dis- 
orderly conduct, dishonoring the holy ordinances of the 
church, and speaking contemptuously and reproachfully of 
their pastor. Rev. Mr. Parker.§ 

On the twenty-ninth day of May, 1671, the court found 
the defendants " guilty of very great misdemeanors, though 
in different degrees," and imposed a fine varying in amount 
from one noble (six shillings and eightpence) to twenty 
nobles upon the persons named in the indictment, together 
with the charges of witnesses and the fees of court. 

Two days later, however, the questions in dispute were 
brought to the attention of the General Court; and the 

• Cofta*» H btory of KcmlMiy, p. St. t Ibid., p. 94. $ Ibld^ p. 99. | Ibid., p. 90. 
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churches at Charlestown, Boston, Dedham, and Roxbury 
were ordered "to send their elders and messengers to the 
church at Newbury," and advise with the pastor and people 
there, " and make such suggestions as may be necessary to 
re-unite them in the bonds of brotherly love." • 

Rev. Thomas Parker and his friends were evidently op- 
posed to the order of the General Court, which practically 
annulled the decision of the county court, and called a coun- 
cil of the churches to meet at Newbury. 

In answer to an Address exhibited by the Reverend ^\t Thomas 
Parker of the ch at Newbury referring to the act of the Council! sent by 
Sundry Chhs according to the appoyntraent of the Hon^ General Court 
in May lost, Sundr)" writings & pposals having been a^tated amd it 
appearing difficult to have a right understanding of the matter unless 
the parties concerned be admitted their lawful plea. This Council do 
not judge it expedient to exr't their pow to any present interpositioo 
therein, but do advise them to attend to councills of peace & therein to 
the submitting theihselves one to another in the feare of y« Lord accord- 
ing to y« practice of the congregational chh. here settled. 

past September 12, 16714 

The council assembled in due time ; and, after hearing the 
testimony of the ciders and prominent members of the church, 
and making such inquiries and personal investigations as the 
circumstances of the case warranted, a report was agreed 
upon, and presented to the General Court, severely criticising 
Mr. Edward Woodman and his supporters, but at the same 
time declaring that his suspension from membersEip in the 
church was made in violation of the letter and spirit of the 
gospel, and, therefore, null and void. The report also re- 
quested and advised Rev. Mr. Woodbridge "not to im- 
pose himself or his ministry upon the church," nor obstruct 
the members in their choice of an assistant pastor, provided 
they obser\'e " the gospel rule and approved church order." 
Preachers and hearers, although divided upon questions of 
doctrine and discipline, were exhorted " to \valk according to 
the rule of faith, love and the order of the gospel," and to 
manifest " a mutual, hearty and free forgiveness of each other 
according to the rule of Christ." 

* Massachnictu Colony Records, vol. hr., part ii., p. 487 ; Cofla*» History of Tfiwliaj, 
p. 101 : Masudrasctts Archives, vol. x., pp. 59, 6a 
t Mauadittsetu Archives vol s., p. ray. 
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May 15, 1672, the General Court accepted and adopted the 
report made by the council of churches, and ordered Edward 
Rawson, secretary of the colony, to notify the church at New- 
bury, " pastor and people, preachers and hearers, however 
before divided," to conform to its requirements and heed its 
admonitions, if they would avoid further difficulties and com- 
plications.* 

This communication, although firm and resolute in tone, 
did not secure the unanimity expected ; and the General Court, 
October 23, 1672, appointed a committee, consisting of Mr. 
Thomas Danforth, Mr. William Stoughton, Dr. Leonard 
Hoar, Capt. Thomas Clarke, Mr. Joshua Moody, and others, 
to confer with the pastor and people at Newbur}', and urge 
them to submit, with meekness and humiliation, one unto the 
other, " and in case there shall appear any refractoriness in 
any amongst them that the persons so sent cannot pre\'ail 
with them that they then make return to the next court of 
election what they find and do therein." f 

Although no report of the conference has been discovered, 
some compromises and concessions were probably suggested 
by the committee, and promptly accepted by the church at 
Newbury. TTie questions in dispute were adjusted without 
further legislative action on the part of the General Court. 

Rev. John Woodbridge did not probably retain his office 
as teacher in the church after the close of the year 1672. 

He still continued to reside in Newbury, however ; and June 
I, 1677, he was authorized by the General Court to take depo- 
sitions and acknowledgment of deeds. Subsequently, he 
was appointed one of the associate magistrates for the county 
of Esse.x; and in 1683 he was elected "assistant" to the 
General Court, and by virtue of his office was qualified to 
punish criminals and solemnize marriages.^ He died March 
17, 1695. 

* Masuchusetu Colooy Rccotd*, vol. iv., part. U., pp. pi-s>4; also, Cofio't HiHocy of 
Mcwbory, pp. no, iii. 

t MassachuMtu Colooy Rocords, vol. W., port U., p. S49t al*Ot CofKo't Histoty of Ntwboiy, 
p. 111. 

I Mr. John Woodbridge, of Newbury, was gnntcd by tho Gcooral Court. Octobor ii, i6la, 
"the privUedce that other tcachiof elders have as to frecdomt from .rales, so long at ho shall bo 
iaiploycd ia coottaat proacbfaig.** Masaachosetto Colooy Roooida, voL ▼., ^ S79> 
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THE 

ViGons and Prophecies 

A 

EXPOUNDED: 

Wherein the Miftakes of Former 
INTER PRETERS 

arc modeftly di(covcred y and the true 

TDcaning of the Text made plain by 

the Words and Circumdanccs of it. 

The fame alfo illuftrated by clear Inftances taken 

out of Histories which relate the Events 

of thne myftically foretold by the holy. Prophet. 

Amongft other things of Note, touching the 

TtfiWitnfffes^ the Nov ^erufaUm ^ the TfjtufufJjcerSySiK. 

here is propounded i oe w W^y for the finding out of the deter* 

minate time^ (igniHed by D a n i e l in his Seventy weeks ; 

when it did ht^in, and when we are to cxpcd the end tocrcoL 
Very conltdcrible^in refped of the great ftiis and tu- 
mults e£ this prefcnt Age wherein we Ihre* 

hyTh0mafPibrk!r^ fomc^alcof Newbmj m Berl^(h\Tc , and now 
PaRor to the Church at Newhrj in New- EmgCutd. 



Dafi.it.4. BntthmfiD^nitlfiuiMptlew^rds^^nJfeglibeM^j evtMi$tbeomtf At 

Job. f . J^ Surrb Ae Scnfturtt. 

I TheCf .a u frwye tUthn^s^ Md/j/f thit whirh ff p^ 

ttnioR, Printed iorEdtmd Faxtcn, and are to he fold by N«f&iii«f ITeMand 
lf7Ar«RGr«iii&4mi.MtbeGrey-4)0iindiA?tfN//Chttrch-yird. 1646. 
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In January, 1672-3, Rev. John Richardson was employed 
to assist Rev. Mr. Parker in the ministry. He was the oldest 
son of Amos and Mary Richardson, of Stonington, Conn.* 
He was ordained "teacher to the church of Christ in 
Newbury" October 20, 1675, and pastor December 25, 
i67S.t 

Rev. Thomas Parker died April 24, 1677. For several 
years pre\ious to his death he was totally blind. Although 
old and infirm, he was able to prepare students for college, 
and taught them Latin, Greek, and Hebrew from memory. 

About a year and half before he died, that which he had long feared 
befel him, viz: the palsey in his tongue: and so he became speechless, 
and thus continued until his death : having this only help left him, that 
he could pronounce letters, but not syllables or words. He signified his 
mind by spelling his words, which was indeed a tedious way, but yet a 
mercy so far to him and others. t 

During his life he published " The Visions and Prophecies 
of Daniel," and " A Letter to Mrs. Elizabeth Avery touch- 
ing Sundry Opinions by her Professed and Maintained*' 
He also wrote the dedication and introduction to a posthu- 
mous work of Rev. James Noyes, entitled "Moses and 
Aaron, or the Rights of Church and State." 

The title-pages of these books, as well as a portion of the 
introduction to and dedication of Rev. Mr. Noyes* post- 
humous work, "Moses and Aaron," are here reproduced 
from original copies now in the possession of the Boston 
Public Library. They reveal, in visible form and shape, 
something of the religious thought and life that prevailed in 
Newbury in the seventeenth century, and are especially in- 
teresting and valuable to the student of local history. 

* History of New Londoa, CauIkoM, pi joa. 

t Newbviy (FIrit Parish) Records. 

I Mathct*! MftfDalia (cd. iSss)* voU t» p. 486. 
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Mofes and Aaron: 

Or, The Rights of 

CHURCH and STATE; 

Containing two 

DISPUTATIONS. 

The former concerning the Church , in \vhich 

are examined the principles of Separationiandcheir 

inconfiftency.wicncruchand peace demonftratcfd : 

and (he Governmenc of che Church. vindicated 

into the hinds of her proper Rulcn. 

The latter aflcrts the facredncflc of the pcrfons and autho- 
rity of Kings atifainft Sacrilegious uTurpation and King- killing. 

By chat judicious and faithful MinidcrofChrifl^Mr. 

JAMES NOTES^ fonetimes of //^if iiir/ in 
NEyy ENg L^AND. 

Publiftied by Benj. fVoodbridge , Reftor of T^rwhry 

in the County of 3 £ /f X 5. . 



Numb.iiJ.j. Afid thej gAth:rci themfelv^s together Agdwft^ Mofes 
and Afdinfi Aaron, dnifald unta ihem^ TV tdkf t§o^ mnch, ttpn 
J^ft^ feeing dll the Cof/iregdtion sre hoi; tvt^J one of them y attd 
t hi Lord is among them : fvherefori thn lift je up j^r f elves 
above the Cohgregdtion of the Lord ? 

Jude vcr.i l. Perijhed In the Qaln faying •f Corch> ^ 

LOKDOJFf 

Printed bvT.Jt. for Edmund Taxton^ m Pauls-cbain^ oyer 
againft cne C^fite Tiverfl, near Dodors Cprntn^jts i6 6i. 
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READER 

Gentle Reader, 

Hm maye^ net txpeB lint 
workSpiOHld he jo ferfeS 
and exaS{,as if the Jutbar 
hadbua living to put it 
tut himfelf. the origind 
Copy alfo was Uttly loft m 
apip fiuntiredat Seajtatd 
he wrote this Treatise iii the Ufl half year of 
his life tvehich vm a time oj coatinuol wea^pefi 
aiidpck«ej[e endiag in bu death. 1 did often pre ft 
him long before tofet down his notions in writing 
but he jvas^iU averfe, until the forefiidhalf year 
of his lajl continuance on earth. Hoiwitflantbni 
all thefe difconragements, I thought it aa meet U 
deprive thee of the ufe of this his la^ labour , be- 
caufe I conceived it would be very ujefulfir iht 
prejint lime. a 3 
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TIu Author M'' James Noycs (my xvorthy collegue 
in the ministry of the Gospel here) was a man of Sin- 
gular qualifications^ in piety excelling^ an implacable 
enemy to all lurisie and schism^ and a most able war- 
rior against the same. . . . //e luas couragious in danger 
and still was apt to believe the best^ a fid made faire 
tueather in a storm. He was much honoured aiid 
esteemed in the Conntrey^ and his death was much 
bewailed. I think he may be reckoned among t/te 
greatest worthies of this age. Upon the rising of our 
late usurpers^ and the beheading of our most gracious 
and most excellent King Charles the firsts of blessed 
memory^ by a villanous stroke and under a wicked pre- 
tcnce of Justice & upon the defeating of our renoivncd 
King Charles the Second (whom God preserve) he fell 
into such a depth of sadness and sorrow of heart that 
it hastened his death as was believed. So he d^ed in 
the 48"" year of his age Octob. 22^ 16^6. He left be- 
hiftd him this posthume^ imperfect and iiuompleat^ 
which if he had lived he would have perfected with the 
addition of many rare and excellent notions^ for the 
en lightning and discovery of truths 

Thiiu in t/ie Lord 

Tho: Parker 

Pastor^ though unworthy^ of the church in Newbury 
inN.E."" 

* Introduction to " Metcf and Aaron/' publishtd In 1661. 
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To the mofi 

HIGH and MIGHTY 

PRINCE CH^RL£;9 thcfcYX)nd, 

by cbe Grace of God KING of 

great Bricain, Franee and Irelaadt 

Defender of the Faith, &^ 



■Ww as touching this ■u.vrt that follcjiclh I have presumed 
to dciiicate the same to your Royal Majesty, because the matter 
off it fcrtaincth to your cousidcratioit and because of the singm- 
!ar joy and hopes I have off your ascending into the T/irone, 
aud because the Author liWf a special lover of your Royal 
Father {of blessed memory) and off your majesty, the fall of 
ii'hotii stuck so close and ncer unto him and wrought in him so 
deep sorro-<ii aud affliction, that it is thought to lia-oe been the 
principal cause off his death. Let your Majesties Gracious 
acceptation Countenance the work. . , . 

jVo7i> the God off all Grace and Mercy, whohath raised up 
your Majesty into the Throne off Royal Goi'entment . . . eon- 
fnn aud establish you upon your Throne, and crown you vntk 
grace, prosperity and glory, unto his ovju everlasting praise, 
the beauty and enlargement of the Church and to the laying 
a foundation off higher advamement off yourself in the future 
world than can be here expected. This is, and shall be the 
constant prayer of 

Your Majesties Most Loyal 

Servant and Subject 

THOMAS PARKER. 

A minister off the Gospel, though unworthy, and Pastor to 
the Church off Nexvhtry in New England. 

Written ffrom Newbury in New England August 6, /66o.* 

•D*ficilloB el " M»ui ib4 Am.'' pablhliid h i(*i. X 
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Rev. John Richardson came to Newbury, as previously 
stated, in 1673; but he was not ordained pastor until two 
years later. He was evidently an earnest and faithful 
preacher, and was successful in healing the dissensions that 
had disturbed the church for more than a quarter of a 
century. 

January 31, 1672-3, a committee, consisting of "Capt 
Gerrish, Richard Dole & EnsigneGreenleaf," was chosen "to 
build a house for the ministry the same dimensions every 
way according as Nath : Clarkes house is with an addition of 
a ix)rch," to be paid for by a town vote.* 

December 3, 1673, the committee above named was au- 
thorized and directed to superintend "the building of Mr 
Richardsons house & to carry it on to the finishing of it & 
the selectmen were ordered to make a Rate for the building 
of it." ♦ 

"March 2, 1673-4 It was voted that the finishing of the 
house for the ministry & the alteration of it is left to the 
selectmen," who were also ordered " to see that six acres of 
land be laid out for the ministry between Rich : Brownes 
. pasture and Capt Gerrishes land," and also to buy glass and 
nails for the house.* 

December 6, 1674, Rev. John Richardson was admitted to 
membership in the church at Newbury ;t and March i, 
1674-S, Nathaniel Clark and Henry Jaques were appointed 
a committee " to complete the ministry house " according to 
the plans agreed upon, and the selectmen were instructed to 
notify all persons owning carts or o.\en, suitable for hauling 
lumber or stone, to bring them to the committee, with such 
other implements and tools as were needed or could be used 
in building a fence or wall about the house and the pasture 
adjoining.* 

At the same meeting (March i, 1674-5) it was voted that 
a salary of one hundred pounds should be paid Rev. John 
Richardson annually, each person to pay his proportion on or 
before the first day of November, " one half in merchantable 

•Tomn dL Ktwbuiy Rccordi. 

t CoftB*t History of Ntwborj, p. 115, 
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barley at the malt houses of Daniel Fierce or Caleb Moody " 
and the other half in pork, wheat, butter, or Indian com, to 
the satisfaction of Mr, Richardson.* 

May 7, 167J Daniel Peirc« Sem Nath: Carke & John Bartlet Scar 
were chosen to compteat the finishing & fencing of the minisUy 

In the summer of 1676 permission to build a -new seat 
in the meeting-house, "in the south corner of the womens 
yallery," led to an exciting episode, which ultimately resulted 
in the indictment of Joshua Richardson, Caleb Richardson, 
and Edward Ordway " for breaking into the meeting house at 
Newbury, breaking of a pew and chairs &c,'* They were 
tried and convicted at the court held at Ipswich, March 27, 
1677, and sentenced to be severely whipped or pay a line of 
ten pounds with costs and fees, and also to give bonds for 
their future good behavior. Richard Carr, who was Accused 
of being associated with them in the commission of this unlaw- 
ful act, was found " not guilty," and discharged.! 

August 18, t6So, the selectmen ordered thu Anthony Morse should 
e%-ery Sabbath day go or send his boy to Mr. Richardson and tell him 
when he is going to ring the last bell every meeting and for that service 
it to have ten shillings a year added to his former annuity.* 

f^ug 29> i^i 1'he selectmen agreed with James Mirricke to keep the 
meeting house & sweep it and King the bell twice e%'ery meeting accord- 
ing to former custome in season, and to bring a bason of water to the 
meeting house when children are to be baptized, and to give notice to 
M' Richardson when he goes to Ring the last bell every meeting both 
Sabath days & lecture days, and for this service the selectmen do 
engage in the behalfe of the Towne, that the said James Mirricke shall 
have yearly paid \<t him out of the Towne Rate the sum of three pounds 
Si 10 shillings. And the said James Mirrick is hereby engaged also to 
dig graves as occasion may be, for which he is to have three shillings 
for every roan & womans Grave in the somer & when the frost is out of 
the Ground, but also in winter he is to have foure shillings for such 
graves &c &c" 

At a town meeting held January 23, 1684-5, "Richard 
Bartlet not appearing, he being a deputy to the general 
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court," Nicholas Noyes was chosen moderator, and the follow- 
ing vote was then jxissed : — 

The towne taking into consideration the Lord hath bin pleased to 
disable our Reverend Teacher by fever & that he is not able to carry on 
the worke of the ministry at present. It was therefore voted that the 
towne will allow twenty shillings in pay every Sabbath to such as shall 
carry on the worke of the ministr}* During the time of M' Kichardsons 
sickness. And also desire the Deacons to take [ ] for such 

as may preach among us from one Sabbath to another untill god pro- 
vide otherwise for our help.* 

• 

During the following summer the inhabitants at the west 
end of the town were exceedingly anxious to erect a house of 
worship in that neighborhood, and asked liberty to employ a 
suitable person to carry on the work of the ministry among 
them. This humble request, however, was not granted. 
Nevertheless, the jxititioncrs proceeded to build, without per- 
mission,«a meeting-house in the vicinity of Sawyer's hill, and 
employed Mr. Edward Thompson to preach there. A long 
and serious contest followed, which ultimately led to setting 
off |)art of the west end of the town as a separate parish.f 

Mr. John Clark was invited to assist Rev. John Richardson 
in the discharge of his ministerial duties, and also to keep a 
grammar school at the west end of the town. He declined 
the invitation, and Rev. Christopher Toppan was asked to 
undertake the work. May 28, 1694, Mr. Toppan replied that 
he could not give an affirmative answer to the proposal sub- 
mitted to him, but expressed his willingness " to help in the 
work of the ministry in Newburj' for a year in order to fur- 
ther settlement as Gods pro\idence shall make way/* * 

Re\'. Mr. Richardson died April 27, 1696; and, on the fif- 
teenth day of May following, the church innted Rev. Christo- 
pher Toppan to take the entire charge of the parish. May 
twenty-fifth, the freeholders and inhabitants of the town voted 
to give him forty pounds a year in money and forty pounds a 
year in provision, so long as he carried on the whole work of 
the ministry among them.* 

In the month of July following, the town granted him two 

* Town of Iv cwbory K<coto^ 

t For ih« d«taUt ol thU prolooffcd co» tf o »t r»y Mt pp. S49-tS^ 
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acres of Und to be laid out in some convenient i^ace near the 
meeting-house, "pro\-ided that he be ordained and settk in 
the town." • 

He accepted the office of pastor ot the church, and was 
ordained September 9, 1696. For more than twenty yean 
he occupied the parsonage built for Rev. Mr. Richardson, on 
Floyd's lane, now Hanm'cr street, Newbury .f 

Sen'ices in the meeting-house on Sundays and lecture days 
were announced by the ringing (A a bell ; but persons living at 
a distance were not satisfied with that way of calling the in- 
habitants together, and the town \-oted, No\ember 8, 1697, to 
authorize the selectmen " to procure a flagg for the meeting 
house to be put out at the ringing c^ the fir$t bell and taken 
in when the last bell is rung." % 

In the month of July following" the worshipfull Coll Danid 
Pierce, Esq. Cap" Thomas Noyes and Serj. Stephen Jaques " 
were chosen a committee to prepare plans and ascertain the 
probable cost of a new meeting-house.} December 2 1 , 1 698, an 
agreement was made with Sergt. Stephen Jaques to furnish 
the labor and materials for the new building, to be coo- ■ 
structed according to plans and specifications submitted, for 
the sum of five hundred and thirty pounds : " Sixty foote in 
length & fifty foote in breadth and twenty foote in the stud, 
or post." February 8, 1698-9, it was voted to increase the 
length of the posts and studs to twenty-four feet, and to pay 
Sergt. Jaques not over twenty pounds additional for this 
extra work.§ 

December 18, 1699 Coll Dan' Teirte i M«f Thomas Noyes were by 
vote desired & impowered to imploy y* Hon'bl< Cap< Samuel SewaO of 
Boston, Esq. To procure a good and sufficient meeting hous Bell for 
the Towae of Newbury suitable for our Towne conudcring y* Remote- 
ness of our dwellings. 

■ Tsn ol Nnburr Rkw^. 

IRrt. Chnitophti Tsppii ni bon D««rhti ij, ibji, tntptiiaitt M Hm«4 CoBm l» 
itfi. Ht>uiHni!lI>r. PtiirToppu.ofNnbBry. T 'j r J * '^- r ""^ " ' '"utmlil 
Cluk intB and i hiU acn> ul lind, •rhh > d>«IIiiii.haBH Ihtfna, aoa tmti wd accw^laA by 
0^>t. »«» ;. Millikni, N'obuiyiwt (Etwi DmU, book iutI.,1c>I S^ April >g, ird.b* adU 
•■lil*tniid>oB,OirlilophtrTc>(ipu,isiiiil Ed«»dTiqipu,c< lluip«^]«.H,.*'lBdfa New- 
boy with th« bouK I no* datll In. bovidfd nnrrij go ibc caaDT nsd, aaaAj am New 
Lui. lo oU«d ac.' (Eufi Dicdi, book tunli., Ital 161), TIh omKUj raad, b M* H^ 
BcMiBd N'ti>l>HUiM»AI)nitR(i,Nnb«]Fpon. 

t Ton al Nt*bV7 Rlconl^ ml. t&, p. «■. f IM, ^ fo. 
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It was also voted y* a new pulpitt should be made for the new meet- 
ing hous.* 

There was e\idently some delay in procuring a new bell, 
and April 22, 1700, the town voted " y* Serj* Jaques shall 
forthwith hang the [old] meeting-house bell in the New 
Terrett." f 

August 21, 1700 voted }*< ye Selectmen are apoynted to desire and 
imploy Cap< Jeremiah Dumer, of Boston, Esq^ to procure a good meet- 
ing hous Bell for the east pt of the Towne of Newbury of about 400 

waite.t 

October 18, 1700 voted that Coll. Dan' Pierce, Esq. & Tristram 
Coffin, Esq. be impowered to procure a meeting house bell for the new 
meeting house of about four hundred waite.§ 

April 30, 1 701 voted that when the East p« of the Towne of Newbury 
shall be supplyed w^t) a new meeting house Bell, that then the present 
meeting house Bell shall be & remaine to be a schoole Bell & improved 
for yt use. I 

January 4, 1705-6 voted that the new Bell be hanged in the Terret 
of the meeting house & yt the selectmen se that it be done with all con- 
venient speede, also to take care that the Bell be Rung at nine of the 
clock every night, and that the day of the month be every night tolled.^ 

October 18, 1700, a committee was appointed to assign seats 
in the new meeting-house to the freeholders and inhabitants 
of the town ; and the same day "It was also voted y* a pew 
be built for y« ministers wife next y* pulpit stayTS, . . . also 
y« Coll Dan* Peirce, Esq. should have his first choyce of a 
pew & Maj' Thomas Noyes, Esq shall have the next choyce 
for a pew." § 

In the month of November following, Henry Short, Henry 
Somerby, Tristram Coffin, Nathaniel Coffin, Capt. Edward 
Sargent, Dr. Humphrey Bradstreet, and many others were 
granted liberty to build pews, at their own charge, for the 
accommodation of their wives and families; and on the 
si.\teenth day of December the committee appointed "to 
seat the meeting house " reported the names of three hun- 
dred and thirteen persons, inhabitants of the First parish in 
Newbury, to whom they had assigned seats. The location of 

•TowBolNcwlmryIUcold^▼ol.liL,9LS^ tlbi4..9Lst. |lWd.,p.te. fIbU.. 
I>.6s. llfaUL.p.n. 5Ib4d.,p. laa 
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these scats and the names of the persons assigned to then 
were entered in full upon the records of the town,* 

January 19, 1702-3, Ensign Jaqucs and Richard Kdlj 
were appointed a committee " to build a convenient porch to 
the west dore of the meeting hous heere at the east p» d 
Newbury and sutiblc and convenient Gutters to s* meetii^ 
htiusc." t 

March 17, 1702-3, the town voted that the old meeting- 
house " be rciKiyred and fitted for a Court House & Schode 
House" ; but this vote was aftcnvards reconsidered, and May 
23. '70S> "the old meeting house [was] then Granted to 
M' Richard Brown, Junior, w** liberty to remove it." 

The new edifice, erected during the summer and winter ol 
1 699, was large and commodious. 

The body of the house wu filled with kMig seats. Contiguous to 
the wall were iweniy pews. The spaces for the pews were granted to 
particular persoos, who appear to have been principals. Before the 
pulpit and deacon's seat was a large pew cootainiag a table:, where UX 
the chiefs of the fathers. The young people sat in the upper gaJleiy, 
and ihe children on a seat in the alley, fixed to the outside of the pews. 
The floor measured 60 by 50 feet. The roof was constructed with four 
gable ends, or projections, one on each side, each containing a large 
window, which gave light to the upper galleries. The turret was in the 
centre. The space within was open to the roof, where was visible 
plenty of timber, with great needles and little needles pointing down- 
wards, which served at once for strength and omaraenL There were 
many ornaments of antlqae sculpture and wainscot. It was a stately 
building in the day of it, but it was not my lot to see it in all its amcienl 
glory. Long ago a wall was spread overhead, and the floor was occn- 
pied by pews. The roof was made plain, the four very steep sides ter- 
minating in a platform which supported a steepte.t 

All questions relating to the temporal affairs of the First 
church in Newbury were discussed and settled at the annua] 
or special meetings of the town, and appropriations of money 
far the minister or for building the meeting-house were re- 
corded on the same page with the election of constables, 
fcnce-\'iewers, sur\-eyors of highways, and other officers of the 

■Towsal NrcbiUT Rmrdi.nL IlL, pp. tg-^i. 
tAppandii U 1 iciBoa pnidwd SipWBbw ■ 
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town. But after the Second church was organized and 
parish lines established, meetings for the consideration of 
town affairs and meetings of the parish for the consideration 
of church affairs were held indci>endently of each other, and 
separate books of record were kept by the town and parish 
clerks. 

Early in the spring of 1722, the inhabitants of the First 
|>arish in Newbury invited Mr. Daniel Holbrook "to assist 
Rev. Christopher Toppan in the ministry." Some objections 
were made to the proposed settlement of an assistant pastor ; 
and, April 6, 1722, a committee was chosen to confer with Mr. 
Topjxin and Mr. Holbrook in order to remove the objections, 
if possible.* 

On the twelfth day of July, the church voted to invite Mr. 
Holbrook to accept the office of teacher, or assistant pastor ; 
and, on the nineteenth day of September following, the parish 
voted to unite with the church in the invitation and make an 
effort to secure a favorable answer. 

At this time the division of the parish and the organization 
of a new church was earnestly advocated by the inhabitants 
of Newbury living in the vicinity of Greenleafs lane, now 
State street, Newburyport. 

September 19, 1722 it was voted that If ye Inhabitants at y« west- 
erly end of said [First] Parish Do obtain a meeting house and be 
orderly set off from this Parish; that then s^ Inhabitants at s^ westerly 
end shall be reimbursed what money they shall disburse towards y« set- 
tlement of the said M' Holbrook besides his yearly Sallery, and that all 
the Inhabitants that desire it, on the Northerly side of y« Lane called 
Chandlers Lane, and from the uper end of said Lane on a Strait Line 
to y< Northerly side of Cap* John Marches, from and thence on a strait 
Line to John Browns house untill it Comes to y« Line of y Second 
Parish In said Towne, Shall Have Liberty to Build a meeting house for 
them selves In y« most Reasonable Place for the Conveniency of said 
Inhabitants. And when they are duly Qualified for it In y* Judgment 
of said Parish To be set off and freed from the ministry In this Part of 
said Parish (as many of yn as are willing for it and desire it) as to their 
polls and estates that Lay on y« northerly side of s^ Line.t 

* Newbury • First Parish) lUconls, p. i. 

tNewbttiy (First Parish) Records, voL I., p. \. Tbret ytan later a mcctlag-lMwat was 
erected on a triangular lot ol laad, aow knows as Market square, Newburyport ; artd Dsccaibsr 
*^ *7>S« t^ General Court adopted an order esublishinf thsTUrd parfah of Ncwbufj (** Quid 
Newbury,** p. 49a). 
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November 6, 1722, the inhabitants of the First parish 
voted to pay Mr. Daniel Holbrook eighty pounds a year for 
his services, 

• • • the said M' Holbrook to preach a lecture once a month (tf the 
Rev. Mr Toppan agree thereunto) and that he take due care to visit hit 
Farishoncrs and to see that y head & masters of families take doe 
care to catachise their children and servants as may be thought need- 
full* 

Mr. Holbrook evidently entered upon his duties without 
delay, and would undoubtedly have been ordained assistant 
pastor of the church at Newbury, had his life been spared. 
He was seized with a sudden illness, while preaching, on Sun- 
day, April 14, 1723, and was obliged to leave the ptilpit. He 
died five days later.f 

March 22, 1725-6, a committee was chosen to attend to 
the repairing of the meeting-house and making it more com- 
fortable ; and, July thirteenth, the parish voted 

. . . that the four Gable ends In y« Roof of y meeting House be 
Taken Down and that each Part opened thereby be well Timbered and 
Boarded and Shingled up and made tite & Sound up to j« Platform la 
yc same form on Each side as ye Hip Rafters now stand, and that Mr. 
James Noycs should undertake and Perform y« above sud work. § 

It is evident, however, from subsequent votes of the parish 
that two of these " gable ends " were left standing for ten or 
fifteen years. May 20, 1729, it was voted to shingle the 
back side of the meeting-house, divide the large window into 
two parts, put in new window glass where necessary, and 
make other needed repairs. 

March 13, 1729-30 voted that those who live remote from y meet- 
ing house should have liberty to go Into y« schoolhouse on Sabath days 
for their comfort In wet, cold or hot seasons, as they may have occasion 
to use.§ 

March 22, 1730-31 William Ilsley and Joseph Morse, Junior, were 
chosen and appointed to tune the psalm In y« meeting house In time of 
Publick worship and take their Turn In that work that it may be done 
with y« more ease and cheerfulness. And the said Morse is appointed 

* Newbury (First Parish) Records, vol. L, p. 4* 

t Coffin's Hbtory of NewlMuy, p. 191. f Nevfauiy (First Pirish) Records 

\ 



I J .1 J IB m I III IP .\i\^ffmrmimmmfgimmmmm 



tmmmmm^i^^ 



33^ * HISTORY OF NEWBURY 

to sit in the fore seat of ye south body with ye said llsley for y« manag- 
ing said work.* 

May 6, 1740, a committee was appointed to pro\nde an 
upper floor or ceiling for the meeting-house, " either over ye 
Beams or under as the Com"** think most proper " ; and Sep- 
tember 17, 1740, the parish voted "that the two gables now 
standing on y* meeting house be taken down and the places 
where they stand be well timbered, Boarded & shingled as 
the other sides of said house are," provided the carpenters 
employed to rejxiir the meeting-house will do this extra work 
without charge.* 

In 1742, the religious e.xcitement in Newbury was intense. 
ReviN-al preachers attracted large crowds of attentive listeners, 
and meeting-houses were frequently occupied without the con- 
sent or approbation of the conservative orthodox ministers of 
the town. In an anonymous communication, published in the 
Boston Evening Post, May 3, 1742, "the reverend N. 
Rogers of Ipswich, Mr. Daniel Rogers and Mr. Bewell, candi-. 
dates for the ministry," arc charged with haxnng come into 
Newbury "and taken possession of Mr. Lowell's meeting 
house without his knowledge, or asking leave of the proprie- 
tors of the house, or the consent of the church or congrega- 
tion. . . . An attempt of the like factious nature was made 
upon the reverend Mr Toppan's meeting house, but Mr. 
Toppan being present the party was repulsed." 

In the Boston Gazette or Weekly Journal, published May 
17 (0» 1 74^9 ^^ statements made in the communication 
quoted above were denied. A newspaper controversy fol- 
lowed that lasted several months. In the Boston Evening 
Post, July 12, 1742, the facts as stated in the article pub- 
lished on the third day of May were reiterated, and the truth 
established by a certificate signed by Abraham Titcomb and 
Humphrey Ricliards, and sworn to before Henry Rolfe, justice 
of the peace.! 

Disorderly and irreverent boys occasionally disturbed the 
sanctity of the Sabbath, and aroused the indignation of the 
older and more sedate inhabitants of the town. 

* Newbury (First PirUh) Records. 
^ i Sm Bottoa Evcsiof Poil ; alto» Cofia*! Hbtofj of Ntwbwy, p. ait. 
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i I At a meeting of the telectinen held July 6, 1663 Gyles Cronikm 

was chosen for this yesure to look that the bo^-es be kept in order, & 
take notice of such as are out of order & gi%-e notice to the selectmen 
& he shall have six shillings out of the next towne vote.^ 

October 9, 171 it voted that ye select men shall forthwith inipkiy 
severall persons to take care y< Boyes be kept in order on Sabath dap 
& satistie s<> persons out of }*« money of y< parish to which they belong 

for their service-t 

March 25, 1723 M' Joseph Knight and Mr Nathan Noyes vere 
chosen to take care of >*« youth in said Parish that the>' be kept In 
order on Sabath Days & Especially In time of Publick worship.^ 

March 22, 1730-31 Mr. John Lunt was chosen to sit In ye Gallery to 
take care and keep >'« youth still In time of Publick worship and to 
* Inform parents & masters of such as are found to be ttnruly.S 

February 6, 1745-6 voted that the suirs that lead into the upper 
II galleries shall be stopped up so that the bo}'s cannot ^o up in said 

] galleries on Sabbath days and the committee of the parish are hereby 

impowered to see it done speedily.§ , 

July 16, 1745, Rev. John Tucker Was imdted to assist 
Rev. Christopher Toppan in the work of the ministry in the 
First church in Newbury. This invitation was \dgoroiisly 
opposed by some of the most influential men in the parish, 
and finally resulted in the withdrawal of a large number of 
disaffected brethren and the organization of a new religiotis 
scKiety. Although greatly perplexed and disturbed by the 
lack of harmony in the parish, Rev. Mr. Tucker accepted the 
call October 1 1, 1745, and on the twentieth day of November 
following he was ordained assistant pastor of the church.|| 

January 19, 1745-6, fifteen or twenty persons who had 
opposed the settlement of the new minister were notified to 
appear at a meeting to be held four days later, and answer to 
the accusations brought against them. This notice was evi- 
dently ignored by the disaffected brethren, and subsequently 

• Tofiii of Newbury Records, rol. L t Ibid., yoI. IU., p. iS7- 
X Newbuiy (Ftr«t Parish) Records, p. 7. } Newbury (First Parish) Records. 
\ Rev. John Tuclcer mas bom in Amesbory, September so, 1719. The lenriccs at his otdiaa* 
tioo mere simple and impressive. After the singing of a psalm, prayer was offered by Rev. 
William Johnson, of the Fourth church in Newbury, now the Second fai West Ncwbory, wliidi 
was followed by a sermon from die text (a Corinthians vi:i)x "We d»ea as wockcn 
together mith him beseech you also that ye recehre not the grace of God is vais,* bj 
Rev. Payne Wingate, of Amesbury. Rev. Caleb Gushing, of Salisbury, gave th« charge to tfM 
people. Rev. John Lowell, of the Third church ia Newbury, now the first in W c w buiyp oet, 
gave the right hand of fcllow^ip, and Rev. Thomas Barnard, of the Second drardi Id Ki 
bury, now the Fir« in West Newbury, made the doting pfaycr. ' 

\ 
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they were solemnly admonished for contemptuous behavior 
and wilful neglect of public worship by the elders of the 
church. Every person who had voluntarily abstained from 
communion, or had openly denounced the doctrinal views of 
Rev. Mr. Tucker, was called upon to confess his misdeeds and 
manifest a spirit of penitence and contrition. The perverse 
and obdurate brethren, however, persisted in their schismatical 
opinions, and soon after organized a new church, and invited 
Rev. Jonathan Parsons, of Lyme, Conn., to become their 
pastor.* 

After this date, the communion ser\ice was usually omitted 
during the winter months, from the first day of December to • 
the first day of April following. The male members of the 
church were assessed twelve pence and the female members i 

ninepence every year, "to provide bread and wine for the i 

communion table," but the deacons were authorized to } 

excuse all poor and needy persons from paying this assess- ; 

ment.f 

Sins of omission and commission were frequently confessed 
by penitent transgressors of the moral law at the close of 
divine ser\'ice on Sundays and lecture days. In many instances 
"for a gross breach of the seventh commandment" the 
offenders were admonished, " restored to charity," and their 
children admitted to the rites of baptism." f 

Although a large proportion of the congregation came on 
foot to the meeting-house, many who lived at a distance rode 
on horseback. Frequently, the great number of horses tied 
near the doorway were a serious inconvenience to the devout 
worshippers; and March 12, 175 1-2, the parish voted that 
" the sexton inform those People that hitch or tie their horses 
near the South Door of the meeting House so that they move 
said horses that they shall not Discomode the women getting 
on their horses." f 

Tlie parish also voted, June 17, 1761, "to make use of 
Mr. Tates & Dr. Bradys version of the Psalms, together with 
a number of Dr. Watts Hymns usually bound up there with, 
in their publick singing," and on the twelfth day of 

• ** OuM Newtmry,** p|». so^pS* t Newbury (FIrti Paridi) lUcoids. 
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November following "voted to build a pew in some con- 
venient place in the meeting house for the accomnuxlation of 

the singers." * 

The reading of the Bible in the pulpit without words of 
comment or explanation from the minister was considered 
unprofitable and dangerous; but April 19, 1769, the subject 
was thoroughly discussed, and, after a prolonged debate, it 
was voted " that it is agreeable to y* church the scriptures be 
read in publick." ♦ 

Soon after this date extensive repairs were made on the 
meeting-house. A committee appointed to examine the roof 
reported in October, 1763, that it was in an unsafe condition, 
that the "turret" should be removed and the bell taken 
down. This report, after considerable discussion, was ac- 
cepted; and the parish voted, November 28, 1763, "that the 
bell should be hung in the highway near John BrowTi, Esq's 
land & nearly opposite to the porch of the meeting house." 
On the second day of December, Mr. Brown signed a written 
agreement giving the parish permission to erect on his land 
a suitable tower or frame for the support of the bell, " to 
remain there until removed to some other place by vote of 
the parish." 

In 1772, the roof of the meeting-house was strengthened, 
and a tower or turret erected thereon, "with a copper weather 
cock on top of the Piremid." The bell was then hung in 
the place provided for it in the turret. 

All persons residing within the limits of the First parish in 
Newbury were taxed for the support of public worship in that 
parish. February 4, 1773, the inhabitants "voted not to 
release any of the pretended churchmen from the payment of 
taxes." At the Court of Common Pleas held at Ipswich in 
the month of March, 1773, Rev. Edward Bass, rector of St. 
Paul's church, Newbur}TX)rt,. brought a suit against the 
treasurer and collectors of the parish, " to recover taxes paid 
said parish by Nicholas Short and John Dole both inhabitants 
of the First Parish in Newbury, but regular communicants of 
St. Paul's Church." John Lowell, Esq., of Newburyport, 

• Kewbury (First Parish) Records. ' 
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appeared as attorney for the defendants, and Daniel Farnham, 
Esq., also from Newbury port, for the plaintiff. The jury ren- 
dered a verdict in favor of the parish, and the plaintiff appealed 
to the Superior Court of Judicature for the county of Essex. 
Upon a review of the case in the Superior Court in the 
month of June, 1774, the defendants were held liable to pay 
the sum of ^3, \s, Zd, upon certain conditions, but were al- 
lowed to deduct witness fees, costs of court, etc. 

In consequence of the extraordinary high price of wine in 
1 777, every male member of the church was expected to pay 
three shillings and every female two shillings and sixpence 
for the support of the communion table. In 1779, the tax 
was raised to S6.50 for every man and S5.50 for every 
woman. In 1780, the men were called upon to pay twenty 
dollars and the women sixteen dollars each to meet the e.x- 
penses of the communion table for that year. 

After the death of James Mirrick, who was sexton of the 
church for twenty-five or thirty years, the selectmen made the 
following agreement July 1 1, 171 1 : — 

Beaj Mors yc 3<> is to ring yc Bell and sweep the meeting house for 
one year, the year to begin tjie i*< of July 1 71 1, s<> Mors is to Ring the 
Bell at nine of the clock every night and Sabath days and Lecture day 
and such like. And s<> Mors is to winge or Rub down the principle 
seats the day after sweeping of the meeting hous. And s<> Mors is to 
have for his years service about }-« meeting hous eight pound and ten 
shillings, one half to be paid in money and the other half as money. 
Also to toule the Bell till the minister comes.* 

* 

March 28, 1732, Henry Lunt was chosen sexton, and 
allowed eighteen pence a week for sweeping the meeting- 
house and twelve pence a week for ringing the bell. He 
served until March 15, 1736-7, when Humphrey Richards 
was elected. Henry Lunt died August 9, 1737. 

Humphrey Richards was chosen sexton annually until 
March 15, 1784, when a committee was appointed to provide 
a se.\ton for the year ensuing. Mr. Richards died previous 
to February i, 1785.! 

* Town of Newbury (Selectmen's) Records, >69|-i7st( P< >te. 
t Motes Short's Book ol Bwlak. 
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Moses Short -wi probably appcuntcd sexton in 178.4. Hit 
first burial, acconling to the record, was made December 30, 
1784. He ser>-ed as sexton until 1836. 

Reuben Jackman was sexton from April, 1836, to April, 

1 841. 

Klisha Rean was sexton from 1841 to 1S50. and Jeremiah 
C. Young from 1850 to 1857. 

Hiram Young was chosen sexton in March, 1857, and 
scr\al until March, 1874. 

Elisha Wean »-as sexton in 1874, and Moses Young frtMo 
1S75 to 1885. 

In March, 1885, Albert Tilton was chosen, but declined to 
serx'c, and George W. Haskell ni-as appointed to fill the va- 
cancy. Mr. Haskell retained the office until 1889. 

Willunm Rogers was se.\ton from 1889 to October or 
November in 1S90, when Moses Young was appointed to fiU 
out the unexpired term. From that date to the present 
Mr. Young has been annually elected sexton of the First 
parish in Newbury. 

Rev. Christopher Toppan died July 23, 1747. After his 
death. Rev. Mr. Tucker remained in sole charge of the parish 
for nearly fifty years. In 1766,3 few dissatisfied members 
of the church proceeded to organize a new society, and made 
prejiarations to erect a new meeting-house, nearly opposite 
the old one, on land purchased of Mr. John Brown.* The 
house was raised and boarded, but for some reason was never 
finished. In a violent storm of thunder, lightnings, wind, attd 
rain it was blown down, February 9, 1771. 

In the summer of 1766 an attempt was made to call 
a council of churches to consider the disorganized condition 
of affairs in the parish, but the effort was unsuccessful. 
March 29, 1767, the subject was again discussed, and the re- 
fusal of the pastor to unite with his unfriendly critics in call- 
ing a council of churches was sustained.^ 

a J«hiw Cob, NkhoUi Shan, Jacob Xalsft^ 
n, MoHi Koya, jr., Ituc Najm, and NadiM 
BcMhf bo« upoo liH Ihf PabUck Wanh^ d 

' £>KiD«di.bookali., IdlAj; a1*o,Cefia'a HiMwjelNnbvy, p.>u. 

Stwb<>f}(Flnl Piriih Oiucb) RserdL 

\ 
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Rev. John Tucker died March 22, 1792, in the seventy- 
third year of his age. For several years after that date the 
church remained without a pastor, although an effort was 
made to secure the services of Rev. Samuel Mead in 1793 
and of Rev. Phincas Randall in 1 795 ; but both gentlemen 
declined the call extended to them. On the twenty-eighth 
day of January, 1796, Rev. Abraham Moor was invited to 
take charge of the parish. He accepted the invitation, and 
was ordained on the twenty-third day of March following.* 
Theological differences had not then separated churches that 
were strictly orthodo.x from those holding a more liberal faith ; 
and Rev. Thomas Cary and Rev. John Andrews, pastor and 
assistant pastor of the First Religious society of Newbury- 
port, although not believers in the Calvinistic creed, were 
among the clergymen invited to attend and participate in the 
ordination exercises. 

Rev. Mr. Moor was not at that time strong and vigorous, 
and soon after was taken seriously ill. He died of pulmonary 
consumption June 24, 1801. Rev. Nathaniel Noyes supplied 
the pulpit until the spring of 1804; and Rev. John Snelling 
Popkin, of Boston, was installed pastor of the church on the 
nineteenth day of September following.f In the exercises 
on that occasion. Rev. John Andrews, of Newbur}'port, gave 
the right hand of fellowship. 

November 9, 1805, the parish voted to build a new meeting- 
house; and May 4, 1806,' Rev. Mr. Popkin preached for the 
last time in the old one before it was taken down.| The 
frame of the new building was raised June 17, 1806. It was 
sixty^ne feet long and fifty-one feet wide. It was completed 
and dedicated with appropriate exercises September 17, 1806. 

During the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Popkin the church was 
united and prosperous. On the twenty-sex-enth day of Sep- 
tember, 181 5, having been invited to accept a professorship 
in Harvard College, he asked to be released from his pastoral 

* Rev. Abraham Moor, th« sob of Dcacoo John and Mary (Codirane) Moor, waa borm ii 
Loadondorry (in that part of the town now Dcrry), N.H., Scptomber t, xTfiJL 

t Rev. Mr. Popkin waa ordained in Boatoo in 1799. Prcviooa to his settlement In Ncw- 
bary, he officiated for several years at Wenham, Mam., and at Loodoodeny, N.H. 

I From the sennooa preached May fourth and September serentecnlh, 1806, by Rev. Mr. 
Popkin, many (acta incorporated in thia aketch hiTO been takoa. 
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duties. On the fifth Oay of October follou-ing, a council m 
called, at which the First Religious society of Newburj-pon 
was represented by Rc\', John Andren's. 

After long deliberation the council, with great unanimity, 
voted to advise Re\-. Mr. Popkin to accept the professorsMp 
and take up the important work to which he had been called, 
but at the same time earnestly exhorted him to retain hb 
office as pastor of the church at Newbury. Yielding to the 
ad\-ice of the council and the solicitation of friends, he re- 
mained in charge of the parish until September 3, 1816, when 
he tendered his resignation, which was duly accepted.* 

Meanwhile the parish and church united in extending an 
invitation to Rev. Leonard Withington to become their 
pastor. He was unwilling to accept the position unless some 
changes were made in the church co\'enant and in the- ordi- 
nances relating to the baptism of children whose parents were 
not in full communion with the church.* These changes 
were agreed to; and October 16, 18)6, at the suggestion (d 
Rev. Mr, Withington, a committee *vas appointed to conla 
with the members of the First Presbyterian church in Npr 
bxiryport in regard to the animosities and misunderstanding! 
that had resulted from the organization of that church in 
1745. A reconciliation was effected, past differences "wen 
buried in oblivion," and October 31, 1816, Rev. Leonard 
Withington was ordained pastor of the First church in Ne» 
bury. Rev. Daniel Dana, pastor of the First Presbyteriaii 
church, and Rev. John Andrews, pastor of the First Relig 
ious society of Ncwburj-port, were among the ministers in 
vited to assist in the ordination exercises.* 

For more than forty years Rev. Mr, Withington served thf 
parish as preacher and pastor with great acceptance aik 
ability. He resigned the active duties of that office Octobei 
31. 1859. t>ut remained senior pastor of the church until hu 
death, April 26, 1885. 

January 20, 1859, Rev. John R. Thurston was ordaine< 
assistant pastor. January 26, 1 868, the meeting-house 
built in 1806, was destroyed by fire, A new house ot wvr 

■ HcwbiuT (Fini PuUb Cli«^ RMm*. 
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ship w-as erected on the 0])jx)site side of the street, and dcdi- 
cated on the fourth day of March, 1869. The land upon 
which the old house stood now forms a part of the burying- 
ground near " the trayneing green." 

Rev, Mr. Thurston resigned his office as assistant pastor, 
and was dismissed March 2S, 1870, at his own request. 




FIRST r.\KISlI MEETl.NC-HOtSE. 



Since that date the pastors of the church have been : Rev. 
Omar W. Folsom, settled October 31, 1872, resigned June 5, 
1884; Rev. Francis W. Sanborn, settled No\-ember 20, 1884, 
resigned October 20, 1896; Rev. Charles S. Holton, settled 
May II, 1897. 
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In 1685, fifty years after the first settlers landed on the 
banks of the Quascacunquen river, and one year before the 
common land in the " upper woods " beyond the Artichoke 
river was divided, a petition was presented to the inhabitants 
of Newbury for the employment of a suitable person to attend 
to the work of the ministry at the west end of the town. Al- 
though the petitioners lived at some distance from the meet- 
ing-house, and could not " with any comfort or convenience 
come to the public worship of God," their request was not 
complied with ; and four years later a few individuals built, at 
their own expense, a building thirty feet square, at or near 
the place now known as the burj-ing-ground at Sawyer's .hill, 
for the accommodation of those who desired to attend public 
worship in that neighborhood.* 

At a town meeting held February 25, 1689-90, a com- 
mittee was appointed to confer with Rev. John Richardson, 
pastor of the First church in Newbury, in regard to the pro- 
posed settlement of a minister at the west end. This com- 
mittee reix)rted that Rev. Mr. Richardson declined to give 
any advice ; and, considering the difficulties and disad\-antages 
that would be likely to result from the organization of a new 
religious society in the town, the committee recommended 
that the privilege asked for should not be granted at that 
time. — 

On the eleventh day of March following, 



Joha Emery 
John Emery Jun. 
Benj Lowle 
J no Ordway 
Jn« Chace 



Abraham Merrill 
Samuel Bartlet 
Joo Bartlet 
Stephen Emery 
Joshua Browne 



Joseph Bayley 
Rich<> Bartlet 
Joseph Richardson 
J no Merrick 
Stephen Sawyer 



in behalf of the inhabitants of the west end of the town, sub- 
mitted two proposals. 

I. That the Towne would agree to make a rate for the maintenance 
of two ministers so that we at the new Towne might have the word of 
God preached among us at the West meeting house and that by a Lov- 

\ 
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ing agreement of the towne together, which wee your friends & broathers 
have long wished for, and now would hope that we may Lovingly 
agree in. But now if the Towne will not grant us that proposition, our 
second is, 

2. That the Towne would grant us their free consent [to establish] 
the mtnistr}' among us upon our own charg & that the Towne would 
Lovingly agree to a Dividing line between us so we may know what 
families may now belong to the West meeting house &c* 

These proix)sals were not favorably received, and after some 
delay the inhabitants of the west end extended a call to Mr. 
Edward Tompson to be their minister. The town objected 
to this unauthorized display of authority ; and on the fourteenth 
day of July, 1691, "did by vote manifest their dislike against 
it, or against any other minister whom they should call, until 
ye church and towne are agreed upon it, looking upon such 
a thing to be an intnision upon ye church and towne." * 

From this decision a few individuals residing in the \icinity 
of the newly erected meeting-house appealed to the General 
Court; and the town, at a meeting held December 2, 1691, 
passed the following resolve : — 

Whereas divers of the inhabitants of our Towne presented to the 
Honoured Genii Court a petition dated Octo. i 1691 to be established 
a people by themselves for the maintainance of the ministry amongst 
them & whereas the Honoured Gen^u Court at a session of yr* in Boston 
14th of Octobr 1691 ordered y^ a copy of sd petition be sent to the Towne 
of Newbury and that oportunity be given them at the next sitting of the 
Court to present what they have to offer why the petioners should not 
be granted what they move for, if they have anything against it 

The inhabitants of the Towne did then by vote manifest 3r*"selves 
against the new Townes men having }-*' petition granted & did then 
desire y« worshippful J no Woodbridg Esq. Capt Peirce, Capt Noyes, 
Deacon Noyes and }*« selectmen to draw up a petition to y< next ses- 
sions of }-« Gen>l Court in the behalf of the Towne in way of answer to 
y< new Towne mens petition & that Capt Noyes should nuinage j^ s' 
afare in the behalfe of ^ Toi^ne at }-« next session of }*« GenU Court* 

In December, 1692, the town voted to call another minister 
to preach at the west end, and keep school there. 

May 10, 1693 It was voted )t Mr John Clarke be chosen to Asist 
Mr John Richardson in the worke of the ministry & to help at the west 

*To«ao( Ntwbvry Records 
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end of the To»i>e of Newbory to prcxch to them for one }-eare in order 
lo further tcttlement as the Church & Towne shall agree & aba to lucpc 
a GraRtcr Schoole for w^ dte i' Towne engages to allow s* M' Clvke 
Raitonall Miisfaction if he except of the workc* 

In 2 petition presented to the General Court May 31, 1693, 
William Moody, Henry Somcrby. Joseph Kittel, and Joseph 
Pike, selectmen o( Newbury, state that Mr. Clarke had ac- 
cepted the call ; but several inhabitants of the west end of the 
town refused to rccei\-e him, claiming that they were bound 
by their agreement to aid and support Mr. Edward Tompson. 
who was then engaged in the work of the miiustry amot^ 
them, and the petitioners humbly requested the honored ojurt 
to take such action as might be necessary to restore order and 
reconcile conflicting interests in the church.f 

To this petition John Emery, John Emery, jr., Abraloni 
Morrill, and John Ordway, in behalf of the west end pet^e, 
replied that they had been endeavoring for more than five 
years to have the public worship of God established amcmg 
them ; that nuny of them lived four, and some of them six or 
seven, miles from the old meeting-house; and that the old and 
infirm, especially in the winter time, were unable to tra\-d 
that distance. They therefore asked the Genera) Court for 
liberty to maintain a minister of their own choice, at th«r own 
cost, and also asked to be released from the payment of taxes 
for the siip]X>rt of public worship elsewhere. In order that 
they might live in peace and harmony u-ith their neighbors, 
they desired to be set off into a separate precinct, and a 
rational dinding line established between them. X 

No clcfmite action was taken by the General Court ; and at 
a meeting of the inhabitants of Newbury held July 5, 1693, 
the subject was again considered, and after a long discussion 
"The Towne gave in theyr votes for the chcyce of a minister 
for the west end of the Towne in order to a full settlement in 
the work of the ministry there, the inhabitants then brought in 
theyr votes by papers & M' John Clarke was then chosen & 
not one vote against him." | 

■ M»t mhmm Atibhu, ml. H, p. 7}. 

t Miuithaniu Archlm, nl. iL,ii. n: ■l(ii,CaCa'>KltMi)'<il VnAmry, f. ijl, 
i;«]M|Crfa*lHbHi(TalMmliiBr, y. tM. 



3SO N/STVKY OF NEWBURY 



The west end men evidently refrained from voting, for the 
same day twenty-five persons protested against the settlement 
of Mr. Clarke "because the new towne people have a minister 
already." Subsequently, Mr. Christopher Toppan was invited 
to preach at the west end, Mr. Clarke having declined to carry 
on the work of the ministry there; and September 5, 1694, 
Joshua Brown, John Ordway, and Samuel Bartlett petitioned 
the General Court " in behalf of the Company that had erected 
a meeting house and supplied themselves with a minister," and 
yet were subjected to many annoyances and indignities be- 
cause they desired to attend public worship in their own 
neighborhood, some of their number having been imprisoned 
and others fined for not delivering up the key to the meeting- 
house. In conclusion, they humbly requested the General 
Court " to take some Effectual Order, for the Relief of your 
Petitioners and for the Quiet of the whole Towne, the Peace 
whereof is now so dangerously interrupted." ♦ 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Newbury held oh the 
twenty-second day of October following, the election of a 
minister for the west end of the town was again considered ; 
and Mr. Christopher Toppan received sixty-five votes and 
Mr. Tompson seventeen. 

December 21, 1691 Col. Daniel Pierce Esq^ Capt Thomas Noyes, 
Com* George March & Abraham Merril & Ensigne Joseph Little were 
by vote chosen to be a committee to draw up such articles and pro- 
posals as they may think most convenient in order to seting off part of 
the West end of the Town for y« maintaining of >*« ministry among 
them & to present what they shall do therein to y« Town at their next 
meeting, t 

January i, 1694-5 voted that Pipe stave hill near Daniel Jaques 
house shall be the place for the meeting house, and those that live 
nearest to that place shall pay to the ministry there and those that live 
nearest to the old meeting house shall pay there, the inhabitants at the 
West end to choose a minister for themselves, only Mr. Tompson 
excepted4 The meeting house to stand where it do until the major 
part of them see cause to remove It** § 

* Matsachusctu Archives, vol. xi., p. 8i ; also, Cofto's History of Newbvry, p. i6ow 

t Massachasetta Archives, roL xi., p. foj. 

I Mr. Edward Tompson probably left Kcwbory early in the year i6gs. He was oidaiaed 
minister at Marshfidd, Maaa., October 14, 16961 (See New Eatlaod Historical and Geneakfical 
Register for April, 1861, p. ii}.) 

f Town of Newbnry RecordiL 



/ 



t fx m\ If w ^^wppw^swwmfypiwpw^ii^ip^pwnp'ip^^r^^^^y 



CUVKCHES AXD FASTOKS JS' 

Tristram Coffin, Hcnr)- Short, and Abraham Merrill were 
authorizctl and instructed to divide the tou-n into two 
Ittrishtfs; and on the eighteenth day of December, 1695, the 
followiny grants of land were recorded : — 

. . . upon the request of the iohabiUnu of the West end of the ton 
of Ncwbur}' lor the Mttlcment of the ministry then amongst then tlx 
town granted them five acres of land on the East side of Arlicbckt 
Kivcr to be Layed out so as may he most convenient for a pastnre for 
the minUlry And an acre of bnd near the West Meeting house for 
the building of a ministry house. Both which parclcs of land to be 
byed out by a Com" chosen by the town for that end, provided ainjt 
(hat this our grant shall (wt prejudice the vote of the town of Jan. 1. 
1694-5 where in liberty for the removal of the west meetiag house ii 
granted And when a Major part of the inhabitants according to s* 
vote shall see cause to remove the >^ meeting house that then the ^ 
live acres o( land here in allotted for a pasture for y* ministry for the 
West end of the town shall be at the disposition of the town to procure 
Land for y* ministry near the West Meeting bouse when removed, and 
also )■< It shall be in the power of the Major part of y« inhabitants of 
)-• West end of the town to dispose of the acre of land and honnog 
y< may be built there upon for the procuring of a ministry house near 
the s' meeting house when removed or another one built. Tlie tows 
also at this meeting gives the West end power to choose a man amongst 
them to make assessment for the ministry and for building artd repairing 
of the West Meeting house and for y< building and repairing a house 
for the ministry.* 

At the first meeting of the inhabitants of the Second 
(jarish, December 24, 1695, a committee was appointed **to 
build and Repair )"* West meeting house and to build and 
repair )'* ministry house." f In the month of February 
following, twenty-four persons objected to the repairing or 
rebuiUling the meeting-house on the plains, and earnestly 
advocated its removal to Kpe Stave hill. July 24, 1696, the 
jxirish " voted to confirm Rev. Samuel Belcher in the work of 
the ministry among us." At that date the church had not 
been organized ; but religious ser^-ices had been held in the 
parish, and Rev. Mr. Belcher had officiated there for several 

J ' months. 

I ■ 
! November ye 18O1 1696 It t^ agreed upon that Mr Belcher with 

his family shall forthwith be removed from Abraham Mcrrils house unto 

■MuHchuKiK Archiv«,nl. iL, *.)«). IKivbwy (S«ad Puiib) Racof^L 
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Sami Sayers Littell Roome and the Reverend M' Belcher is to have the 
liberty of the parlor chamber when he hath oration for it* 

December 24, 1696, Joshua Brown, John Ordway, Samuel 
Bartlctt, and John Emery were chosen " A committee for this 
year ensuing, for to finish the meeting house and the ministry 
house according to the instructions they had last year." * 

Twelve months later, the parish voted "that Stephen 
Emery shall have twenty pounds in grain as money for 
building and finishing y* gallaryes," and Abraham Merrill, 
John Ordway, and Richard Bartlett were chosen " to seat y* 
meeting house." 

October 26, 1698, a church was organized; and on the 
tenth day of November Rev. Samuel Belcher was ordained 
pastor.t the ministers and messengers of the churches at 
Ipswich, Rowley, Bradford, and the First church in New- 
bury participating in the e.xercises of that occasion. 

December 15, 1699 voted; that there should be two men chosen to 
agree with Moses Chase or any other person to dig and finish a suffi- 
tiant well within eight rods of the ministry house now att the west end 
of the towne of Newbury not exceeding in price eight pounds money.J 

Five or six years later a determined effort was made to 
secure a suitable lot of land and build a new meeting-house at 
Pipe Stave hill. This mo%'ement, however, was stoutly op- 
posed by the inhabitants of the parish liying at or near " the 
plains," and the work was consequently delayed for more 
than three years. The foundation of the new edifice was not 
laid until May 10, I709.§ 

March 21, 1709-10 voted; that Whereas there was a committee 
chosen of three men to agree with a man or men to build & finish a 
meeting house upon Pipe Stave hill, att a meeting of y* inhabitants of 
y« west end of y« town of Newbiuy on february y« 28«*», 1 705-6. The 
inhabitants do now except & consent to what is already done by two of 
s<> coii^ittee on }-« account And do by their vote give full power to y* 
major part of y« coMitt« yt were then chosen to proceed & finish said 
work according to y« time mentioned in s' vote.| 

* Newbury (Sccood Pariah) Rccordt, p. t. 

t Diary of Samuel Sewall, vol. L, p. 4I6. | Newbury (Second Pariah) Records, p. 14. 

^* Ould Newbury," pp. s68, 169. | Newbury (Second Pariah) Recorda, p. a6. 
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The committee apiJointcd Fcbniarj- 28, 1705-6, to bmld 
the nicclinjj-hoiise consisted of Capt. Hugh March, Sergt. 
John Ordway, and I.icut. Caleb Moody ; but, after long deby 
and rei^^ated efTorts to reconcile conflicting \'iews and opio- 
iinis, Scrj^. Ordway declined to co-operate with the other 
members of the committee." 

February 4, 1709-10, Abraham Merrill, Samuel Saw)-er, 
Joshua Hrown, Edward Sargent, Richard Bartlctt, and othcR, 
nxmilx:ring fifty-five in all, presented a petition to the General 
Conrt stating that the parish had voted to build a meeting- 
honsc at Pipe Stave hill, had lc\-icd taxes to defray the cost 
of the same, and seized the property of some who refused to 
iwy the amount assessed. In conclusion, the petitioners 
hvmibly pray " j' if "o bctcr method may be fo\ind out for our 
relief y' we may be Set of so far as may agree w"* righteous- 
ness & Religion to maintain our minister & nlinistry atiKHigst 
our Selves the charge whereof wc chusc abundantly rather to 
undergo then to hauc our good end.s, designs and Endcuaers 
above s' frustrated and mad vtHde," \ 

June 2, 1710, the General Court ordered "TTiat the Select- 
men of the Town of Newbury be Ser\ed by the Petitioners 
with a Copy of this Petition, And That the matter be heard 
before this Co\irt on ffriday the g"* Curr'," f 

On the twenty-second day of June, the councillors and 
rei)resentatives concurred in the adoption of a i:esolution 
declaring "That Pipe Staffe hill in the West Precinct of 
Newbury is the most convenient place for the Establishing of 
a meeting House for the whole Precinct," that Rev. Mr. 
IleUher should be requested to remove there when a suitable 
dwelling-house has been erected for his accommodation, and 
that a general meeting of the inhabitants of the precinct 
.should be called to choose assessors to lc\y a tax, according 
to law, and apply the .same when collected to the purchase of 
labor and materials for the construction of a meeting-house 
and jxirsonage. It was also resolved 

That the Tax lately Levied in the vi Precinct for the building of % 

• M»uchuH1it AKhtiEt, TOl. iL. p. J09; ilHi. Colin'i Hnioij of Xtwbaiy. p. ijj. 
t MuuchuK1UAithivn,»l.i]., p.iubi CoOa'i HUUijrf Niwbaij.pp. 1^177. 
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meeting House and Ministry House and all proceedings had there upon 
Be and hereby is Declared to be Illegal null and void: — 

And that all persons who have been Destrained for the sum or sums 
Set upon them to the said Tax, have the same restored to them again 
wth ye necessary cost and charge they have sustained thereby.* 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Newbury held April 4, 
1710, it was voted " y* ye five acres of land allotted for a 
pasture towards y* sup^xDrt of y* ministry at y* west end of 
y« Town shall speedily be disposed of at y* discretion of a 
Committee as shall be chosen for s^ serxice towards y« pur- 
chase of a parsonage near or uix)n pij^ stave hill, provided 
y' M' Belcher be not disix)sest there of till such time as s* 
jKirsonage be procured & prepared suteably & conveniently 
for his reception and comfort." f 

July 15, 1 7 10, Col. Thomas Noyes, Major Henry Somerby, 
and Capt. TTiomas Hale, for and in consideration of eight 
acres of land owned by Capt. Hugh March and Lieut. Caleb 
Moody, sold and conveyed to the said March and Moody 
"the aforesaid five acres of land, bounded northerly by ye 
road leading to Bradford, westerly by Harty Choak river, 
southerly & easterly by common land, which five acres of 
land was granted & given by y* freeholders and Inhabitants 
<>f Newbury afores'* at a legall meeting held December 18 
Anno Dom : 1695, for a pasture for a ministry and upon 
removal of y* meeting House at y* West end of y* said Towne 
this pasture to be disposed of to procure an otlier convenient 
pasture for y* ministry as by y* said vote may appear." % 

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the Second parish 
held two days later, Corp. Abel Huse, Hananiah Ord\\'ay» 
John Emery, Ensign Stephen Emery, and Tristram Greenlcaf 
were chosen a committee " to agree with a man to build & 
finish a ministry house att pipe stave hill forth-with upon the 
eighth free hold lot." 

* Ma>Mchu«etts Archives, vol. xi., p. jo6. t Town c4 Ncwtmiy Records. 

} Ksscx Deeds, book xxiv.. folio as^* 1^ ^^ trained December 18, 1695, ** for a |«astore for 
the ministry,** was 00 the easterly skle of Artichoke river, nearly opposite the entranc* to Hoyt'a 
Unc from Storey avenue, Newbur^port. Tho houM in which Mr. Bekher Ihrtd antU his 
removal to Pipe Stave hiU was probably located at or iMar the Sawyer hill buryinf-frooad, «m. 
the road or way now knows as Hoyt*s last. 
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April 19, 1711 voted, to choose a committee of three men to sd 

& dispose of ye ministiy house that M' Belcher now dwells io. Aad 

1 allso to take the seates and boards & Glass out of y« <M Meeting boue 

I to be improved in the New meeting house. And allso to remove tke 

f old meeting house & sett it up att Pipe Stave hiD to be improved for a 

• Barn for the ministry in convenient time.* 



I 



I 



This vote >vas undoubtedly intended to defeat the plan that 
had been matured by some twenty-five or thirty persons to 
maintain, at their owti expense, the public worship of God in 

' the old mccting-house. Without waiting for definite action 

on the part of the committee, howe\-cr, a small company of 
men and boys came down in the night from the upper part of 
the i>arish, tore down the old meeting-house, and carried away 

I all the materials that were of value, 

\ Determined not to submit to these disorderly proceedings, 

a number of persons residing in the immediate \ncinity of the 
plains made prejiarations to replace the building that had 
been destroyed. A severe and bitter contest followed, which 
led to the erection of Queen Anne's Chapel in the spring of 

The meeting-house at Pipe Stave hill was probably com- 
pleted before December 7, 171 1, when the parish voted to 
raise the sum of one hundred pounds " for defraying part of 
the charg of building y* meeting house now standing upon 
pilK'stave hill,*' and March 5, 1 7 1 2-3, " voted to give thirty- 
five shillings a year to Isaac Baily, or any other man7to take 
care <>f y* meeting house and keep the key and sweep ye 
meeting house well & keep it cleane/* % 

Rev. Mr. Belcher was at this time quite old and infirm. 
He was unable to attend to his duties as pastor, although he 
remained in charge of the parish until November, 17 13, when 
he removed to Ipswich, his native place, where he died 
March 10, 17 14, aged seventy-four. 

January 15, 1713-14 N-oted to give Rev. John Tufts seventy pounds a 
year so long as Mr Samuel Belcher lives, and the use of the whole par- 
sonage, and after the decease of Mr Belcher eighty pounds a year, 

•"Ould Newbury,** |>p.s6sbS70- tlbid.,pp. j6S-3a6. 

X Ncwbary (Second Pftriah) Record^ p. jt. • 

\ 
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provided the said M' Tufts accepts the call to the ministr)* in the 
parish and preacheth a monthly lecture.* 

On the thirtieth clay of June, 17 14, Rev. Mr. Tufts \\'as 
ordained pastor of the church ; and a few months later he 
published a .small book on church music containing twenty- 
eight psalm tunes, with instructions for singing by note or 
rule. This work, probably the first publication of the kind 
in New England, was by many members of the church con- 
sidered a daring innovation ; but it ultimately led to the intro- 
duction of a greater variety of tunes and more skilful and 
harmonious rendering of them. 

March 8, 17 14-5, the jxirish voted to build a new bam 
near the jxir^onage house, to take the place of the old barn 
standing there, and also " voted not to make use of any of 
the old timber for j'* s** Barn but such as is sound and good." f 
The same day a committee was apix)inted to attend to the 
seating of the meeting-house, and to make such alterations in 
the pews and benches as might be necessary in order to ac- 
commodate all the parishioners. J 

March 26, 1722-3, Abel Morss, Daniel Morss, John 
Worth, Edmund Greenleaf, Sergt. Thomas Hale, and Ensign 
Benjamin Smith were chosen " to look after the boys on Sab- 
bath dayes and to give notice of their misdemenours to their 
masters or jxirents . . . and the constable and Tythingmen 
are desired to take their turns to look after y* boyes between 
meetings." § 

In 1709, a stone wall was built alx)ut the bur)ing-ground 
at Sawyer's hill;|| and March 17, 1723-4, the parish voted 
to give Deacon William Morss seven pounds and ten shillings 
for half an acre of land " for a bur)ing place at the north 
end of his land adjoyning upon y' highway leading to Swetts 
ferr)'." ^ At the same meeting it was voted " to buy one 
quarter of an acre of Ezekel Hales land for a burj'ing place 
at the rate of fifteen pounds jxir acre unless the neighbours 
can find and procure a more convenient place for the above 
said use." •• 

•Kcwbury (Second Tariah Church) Records, p. 41. t Ibid., p. 4s. I Ibid., p. 47. 

f IMd.. p St. 

I ** Ould NcwbarT,** p. 367. t Ibid., p. 59. •• Kcwburr (Sccood Parish) lUcoids, p. 90. 
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In 1729, a iK-tition fur liberty to divide the parish as 
or"anizc a new church was presented to the Gencr 
Court, After some delay this petition was granted. June : 
1711, the dividing line was established; and a few montt 
later the inhabitants on the iipiwr or westerly side of th: 
line organized the Fourth church in Newbury, tiow the Seccw 
in West Newbury, 

In 1737. Rev. Mr. Tufts was accused of immorality an 
unchristian behavior by some of the women of his parisli 
and on the twonty-sixth tlay of Febr\iary, 1 737—8, a cound 
consisting of ten ministers and twenty dclej^tcs, was calk 
to consider " the (hstresscd state and condition of .y* secon 
church of Christ in Newbury." Mr. Tufts vehement] 
oi^poscd the investigation, and declined to co-ojXMatc with th 
council or question the witnesses called xv^n to testify again; 
him. On the second tlay of March, "in consequence cA th 
unhappy differences prcvaihng in the ijarish," he asked to b 
released from his duties as jmstor. The cliurch voted t 
grant his request ; and the council, with only one dissentinj 
voice, consented to the sciwration, " hoping thereby to restor 
harmony to the church." 

November 27, 1738, the parish voted to unite with thi 
church in calling Rev. Thomas Barnard to be their minister 
and on the thirty -first day of January, 1738—9, he was or 
dained pastor. 

June S, 1743 voted to take down y Turret that is on the lop of j* 
meeting house, and also voted to build a Convenient I'lacc on thi 
Beams undtr the Roof in y norwest comer in ye meeting house to hok 
our proportion of the ammunition that shall be divided (o us by th« 
Town.* 

From 1743 to 1747 many members of the church habitu- 
ally absented themselves from public worship and from com< 
munion. Frequent efforts were made to induce these disaf- 
fected brethren to forsake the error of their ways, resume 
their accustomed seats on Sunday, and receive again the holy 
sacmment, but without success. Disheartened and discour- 

■ HnbVT (S«»d Puldi} R«^ p. M. 
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aged by the troubles and dissensions that disturbed the church, 
Rev. Mr. Barnard resigned his office as pastor March 6, 
1749-50; but his resignation was not accepted until January 
18, 1750-1. 

Meanwhile, Rev. Moses Hale, of Rowley, had been invited 
to supply the pulpit with a view to his settlement in the 
jxirish ; and on the twentieth day of Februar)*, 1 750-1, he 
was ordained pastor. The fact, however, that he wore a wig 
was criticised and condemned with great severity by one of 
his {parishioners. 

May I, 1752 The Church mett together to Deal with our Brother 
Richard Bartlet for his Known & publick offences which were exhib- 
ited against him in yc Church meeting as follows, viz. : — 

1. That our said Brother Bartlet Refuses Communion with yc Chh 
for no other Reason, but because y« Pastor wears a Wigg & because y« 
Chh justifies him in it, herein setting up his own Opinion in opposition 
to yc Chh, contrary to that humility which becomes a christian. 

2. And further in an unchristian manner he censures and condemns 
both y« pastor & Chh as antichristian on y« aforesaid account, and he 
sticks not from time to time to assert, with ye greatest assurance, that 
all who wear wiggs unless they repent of that particular sin before they 
die will certainly be damned, which we judge to be a piece of unchar* 
itable & sinfull Rashness.* 

For more than fifty years the wearing of wigs was consid- 
ered unnatural and ungodly by some of the most worthy 
and devout men in New England. Judge Sewall often 
alludes to the subject in his diary, and frequently mentions 
the names of those who " abominate periwigs." Comment- 
ing on a sermon preached by Rev. Cotton Mather from the 
text, " Shall cut him asunder and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites : there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth " 
(Matt, xxiv: 51), he wrote, under date of March 19, 
1690-1, 

I expected not to hear a vindication of Periwigs in Boston Pulpit 
by Mr Mather; however, not from that Text. The Lord give me a 
good Heart and help me to know, and not only to know but also to doe . 
his Will ; that my Heart and Head may be hia.t 

* Newbary (Second Parish Chaidi) Records. 

t MaaMchvicttt Hblorical Society ColUctioot, Fifth Scries, vol. v^ p. 341. 
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In i7SS> several ineffectual attempts were made to agree 
upon a location for a new meeting-house. A vote to pur- 
I'hase a lot of land at the end of Windmill lane was passed 
lit one meeting and reconsidered at the next. Similar actim 
tt-as taken in regard to several <Aher locations during the 
next six or eight months. On the third day of April, 1759, 
howcviT, the parish " voted to build a meeting house at the 
southerly end of Hanover Street," and a munth later " \q\xA 
to begin to take d<)wn y* meeting house the 23*^ Day of May 
current and to proceed Dayley if j* weather permit till it is 
taken down," • 

A committee was appointed to supervise the erection of 
the new meeting-liousc, which was to be, according to the 
plans and specifications agreed upon, fifty-four feet long, 
forty feet wide, and twenty-four feet high. Forty pews were 
buitt on the floor of the house, and one of them by vote of 
the [orish was given to the minister for the use of his family. 
Rev. Rufus Emery, in an address delivered October 26, 
1 898, on the two hundrctlth anniversary of the organization 
of the Second church in Newbury, says the mccting-house 
was 

... an almost aquare building, having two rows of windows. It stood 
facing the south, on which Mde a wide door gave entrance. On the 
outside and opposite the door and back o( the pulpit was a large round* 
topped window. Immediately in front of the window was the pulpit, 
and over it a huge sounding-board. The sounding-board was shaped 
like an open umbrella, closed at the bottom with panel work painted 
n-hite. The upper part was colored blue, and terminated, I think, with 
a gilt finial, acom-shaped. The pulpit was a large construction, the 
centre extending out beyond the sides. The whole top of the pulfrft 
was covered with a cushion of blue figured damask, the edge oma- 
menied with a fringe of ball tasseli o( (he same color. The pulpit wa* 
reached by two flights of stairs, there being a landing between them. 
In front of the pulpit and eolered from the landing were the elders' 
or deacons' seats. I do not remember seeing any of the oflicers o& 
copying them. The only officers I remember seeing in this pew were 
the moderator and town clerk on occasions of town meeting. In front 
of the deacons' pew was an immense ubte leaf extending the whole 
li;ngth and reaching to the floor. It was only used 00 communion days. 

•> Pipe Svm felB. 
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In front of the table stood the large wood-stove, which warmed the 
house in winter. There were galleries on three sides of the house. 
The front gallery formed the singing scats, and was gained by stairs 
at each end. At the head of the flights of stairs were two square ]>ews, 
which seemed of no use unless it was to balance two similar ones on 
the north wall of the house, at the ends of the cast and west galleries. 
There was a row of pews all around the house against the walls, 
which were raised two steps higher than the others. The side galleries 
were furnished with two rows of long wooden seats, under which in the 
western gallery was stored the winter's supply of fuel. 

Before the meetin*;-house was completed, Mr. Moses Little 
and many others, residing at the easterly end of the parish, 
applied to the General Court for liberty to organize a new 
church. In the month of February, 1761, a committee was 
chosen to prepare and present to the councillors and repre- 
sentatives a statement of the reasons why the prayer of the 
petitioners should not be granted ; • but, on the seventeenth 
day of April following, the General Court ordered that a part 
of the Second and Third parishes, within certain bounds and 
limits, should be set off and established as the Fifth (xirish 
in Newbury. 

October 8, 1765, the inhabitants of the Second jxirish 
voted to sell " the land where the old meeting house sto<xi 
[on Piix: Stave hill] to Willet Peterson at the rate of thirteen 
ix>und, six shillings and eight jxince the acre and give a Quit 
Claim Deed.'t 

On the ninth day of October, 1771, they voted to give 
Samuel Brown liberty to build at his own cost " A pew or 
seats in the meeting house over the Gallery Stairs at the 
South West Corner of the meeting house for the negros to 
set in." X 

Re\'. Moses Hale died January 15, 1779. The funeral 
expenses were paid by the parish, and a suitable tombstone 
was provided to mark his grave. For more than three years 
after his death the church had no settled minister. On the 
twentieth day of November, 1782, Rev. True Kimball was 
ordained pastor. He resigned on account of ill-health April 

* Ntwburj (Second Parish) Records, p. i}a. t Ibid., p. 141. | IMd., p. 154. 



M Pi ■ lil II . ■ ■— ■■ I ' r ' 



Tw i I . 11 ^m I i^ t. i WM piiyi j i 



I 111 



'i 



CUVRCHES A.VD PAS7X>KS 

4. '797> ^"* *"** allowed the use of the parstmage i 
Janiiao* ". '798- 

Rev. Samuel Tomb, a Prcsbj-terian clcr^man of Sa 
N.Y., was cnjpiftcd to carry on the Avork trf the niinisti 
the parish for one year from Nm-ember I, 1797 ; and on 
twenty-sixth day t>f June following he was invited to bee 
pastur of the church. He was e\ideiitly inclined to aci 
the invitation ; and probably through his influence the pa 
voted August 2, 1 798, to adopt the Presbyterian foni 
church government, and again invited him to become i 
pastor. Tliis invitation was renewed October fifteenth, 
accepted on the twenth-seventh. He was installed on 
twenty-eighth day of November following. Many of 
jxirishioners were dissatisfied with his views of church g 
ernment ; and after a stormy pastorate of .seven years 
resigned, and removed to another field of labor in his nat 
state. 

March 25, 1806, a committee v\-as apiwintod "to supply I 
vacant pulpit'*; and February 17, 1807, the parish voted 
return to the Congregational form of church governme 
An unsuccessful effort was made to induce Rev, Josiah W« 
ster to accept the office of iwstor, and on the eighth day 
March, 1 808, the parish voted to concur with the church 
extending a call to Rev. Ebonczer Hubbard. He accept 
the invitation, and was installed pastor of the churc 
October 2, 181 1, the parish "Voted to agree with the Chjr 
in accepting the resignation of Rev. Mr. Hubbard." 

After a vacancy of three years the church and parish i 
vited Rev. Gilbert T. Williams to become their pastor. I 
v\'as installed June i, 1814, and held the office for seven yeai 
On the twenty-sixth day of September, 1821, the chur 
voted to release him from his pastoral duties ; and on t 
first day' of October following the ]>arish passed a simil 
vote. 

When the town of Parsons was incorporated, February 1 
1819, and the name changed to West Newburj*, June 1 
t820, the Second church in Newbury became the Fi] 
church in West Newbury, a name that it still retains. 
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For nearly five years from October i, 1821, the church 
was without a pastor. June 21, 1826, Rev. Henr)' C. Wright 
was installed; and July 7, 1833, he was dismissed at his own 
request. 

Subsequently the pulpit was supplied for several years by 
clerg}men from neighboring towns, who were invited to take 
charge of the parish temp<)rarily. 

During the summer of 1841 the meeting-house, built in 
1 760, was taken down ; and a new house of worship, that is 
still standing, was erected on the site of the old one at the 
corner of Hanover street and the Bradford road, West New- 
bur)', and dedicated December 22, 1841. 

Rev. Henry A. Woodman was installed pastor November 
30, 1842, and dismissed March i, 1844. He was succeeded 
by Rev. Horatio Merrill, who was installed April 4, 1845, and 
dismissed in the month of August, 1847. 

After a long interval, during which the church was again 
without a settled pastor. Rev. Charles D. Herbert was in- 
. stalled March 5, 1857, and dismissed by a council of churches 
April 17, 1865. ^ Since that date the church has been under 
the ixistoral care of clergj'men employed from month to 
month or year to year to carr)' on the work of the ministry 
there. The names of those who occupied the pulpit for six 
months or more are as follows : — 



Rev. James W. Ward, jr., from July, 1865, to June 24, 1866. 
Rev. Horace Dutton, from October 21, 1866, to June 2, 1867. 
Rev. Luther H. Angier, from November 10, 1867, to March, 1868. 
Rev. Nathaniel Laselle, from August, 1869, to September, 1873. 
Rev. James Tarltonr, from December, 1874, to July, i875.* 
Rev. Charles Dame, from January, 1877, to April, 1881. 
Rev. Charles D. Herbert, from June, 1881, to May, 1886. 
Rev. Ezra B. Pike, from June, 1886, to March, iS^o.f 
Rev. Samuel Evans, from April, 1890, to March, 1891. 
Rev. William W^ Parker, from June, 1891, to May, 1892. 

* Rev. George Dole officiated from September, 1875, to December, 1875. In jS;6, tb« vestry 
in the rear of the chorch was built; and Rev. Daniel P. Noyes, ol Byfield, was engaged to supply 
the pulpit from October, 1S76, to January, 1877. 

t During the spring and summer ol 1886 the meeting-house was repaired and repainted. The 
old-fathiooed mahogany pulpit was removed and replaced by a n»odem one. The Bomioii aer* 
vice at hall-past ten o'clock was discontinued In 1887. The afternoon serrkc la slUI held at two 
o'clock, as naual, preceded by a Surday-sdiool beginning an boor earlier. 
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Rev. Vincent Moses, from July, 1892, to June, i896.* 
Rev. William H. T. Smith, from January, 1897, to the day of his 
death, January 18, 1898. 

Rev. Charles H. Coolidge, from September, 1898, to April, 1901. 
Rev. John Graham, from October, 1901. 



CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT BYFIELD. 

In 1702, the farmers of Newbury, near Newbury Falls, and 
tlie inhabitants of Rowley " living on the northwest side of 
Rye Plain Bridge '* erected a meeting-house at or near the 
dividing line between the two towns, and soon after invited 
Rev. Moses Hale to carry on the work of the ministry there. 
The church probably was not organized until three or four 
years later ; but the exact date cannot be given, as the church 
records previous to 1 744 have been lost or destroyed. 

Rev. Mr. Hale was ordained November 17, 1706; and the 
parish was incorporated by the General Court October 28, 
1710. Subsequently, Hon. Nathaniel Byfield, of lk)ston, for 
whom the parish was named, gave a bell, weighing two hun- 
dred and twenty-si.\ pounds, that for more than a century 
called the inhabitants together on Sundays and lecture days. 
Rev. Mr. Hale retained his office as minister until his death, 
JaniLiry 12, I743t 

On the twentieth day of June, 1744, Rev. Moses Parsons 
was ordained pastor of the church. The old meeting-house 
was taken down ; and during the summer of 1 746 a new one 
was erected on the same site, " fifty si.\ feet long, forty five 
feet wide, with a steeple surmounted by a gilded weather 
cock." 

Eben and Theophilus, sons of Rev. Moses Parsons, were 
born at Byfield during his ministr)' there. The first became 
a wealthy merchant of Boston, with a stately summer resi- 
dence at Newbury Falls that he named " Fatherland Farm," 
and the latter an eminent lawyer, for seven years chief- 
justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts. 



* RcT. Mr. Mo«ct was the 6rst occupant of tb« Dew parsonage, at the coner of Oum ■tract 
aad the Bradford road, after Its purchase by the society la the spring of 189a. 
fOold Newhory,** pp. 191-100. 
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In 1 76 1, Lieutenant-Governor William Dummer, who had 
for many years been a firm and generous supporter of the 
church at Byfield, died, and by his will bequeathed the income 
of his estate in Newbur)* for the support of a grammar 
school. During the following year a school-house was erected 
on the Dummor farm at Byfield, and dedicated February 28, 
I 1763, Rev. Mr. Parsons preaching a sermon appropriate to 

the occasion from the te.\t, " But the liberal deviseth liberal 
things, and by liberal things shall he stand." The schod 
is still in successful operation, and is known as Dummer 
Academy.* 
i At the close of the Revolutionar)' war, a fierce contro\"ersy 

I between Rev. Mr. Parsons and Deacon Benjamin Colman 

led to the suspension of the devout anti-slavery deacon " from 
! the fellowship and communion of the church till he does by 

repentance and confession give christian satisfaction for the 

offence he has committed." At that time Rev. Mr. Parsons 

was the owner of three slaves, and Deacon Colman asserted 

I that his pastor '' was guilty of the wicked practise of man 

I stealing," " that he could justly be called a thief," and " that 

he had offered to sell his slave * Violet ' for a large sum of 
money." 

These charges were presented at a meeting of the church 
held December 21, 1780. After a prolonged hearing the 
pastor was acquitted of either wilfully or wickedly violating 
the divine law ; but Deacon Colman was suspended from his 
office, and censured for his intemperate zeal. Rev. Moses 
Parsons died December 14, 1783 ; and nearly two years later 
the worthy deacon, having confessed that he had been 
imprudent and unnecessarily severe in his treatment of the 
late pastor, was restored to fellowship and communion wth 
the church, and reinvested with the powers and privileges that 
he formerly enjoyed.f 

Rev. Elijah Parish, D.D., was ordained pastor of the church 
December 20, 1787. He was a strong and earnest advocate 
of the new theolog)' called " Hopkinsianism " ; and some of 
the inhabitants of the parish, dissatisfied with his theological 

* " Ould Newbury/* pp. j 1 j>jas. t Coffin's H istory of Newbofy, ppw S4a-sfo. 
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views and opinions, withdrew from the church in 1794 and 
formed a Presbyterian society. After a precarious existence 
of nearly ten years the society was dissolved ; and the meet- 
ing-house in which services were held was, by permission 
of the General Court, sold to Deacon Benjamin Colman, who 
removed it to a more convenient location near the old parson- 
age, and subsequently converted it into a young ladies* 
seminary. Miss Harriet Newell, Miss Mary Lyon, and other 
women of note were among the pupils educated there. 

Rev. Dr. Parish was an able and interesting preacher. In 
1 8 10, he delivered a sermon before the governor, councillors, 
and members of the General Court that created considerable 
excitement at that time. Quotations from the sermon will 
be found in a speech made by Hon. Robert T. Hayne, of 
South Carolina, in the United States Senate, on nullification, 
to which Hon. Daniel Webster replied. 

Several sermons in pamphlet form were published by Rev. 
Dr. Parish during his lifetime. He also, in connection witli 
Rev. Jcdidiah Morse, of Charlcstown, Mass., published a 
gazetteer of the Eastern and Western continents, a sacred 
geography and gazetteer of the Bible, and a history of New 
England designed for schools and private families.* 

In 18 1 7 the bell presented to the parish by Judge Byfield 
was removed, and a larger one, the gift of Eben Parsons, Esq., 
of Fatherland Farm, was put in its place. 

During his ministry Rev. Dr. Parish won the confidence 
and esteem of his parishioners. At his death, October 1 5, 
1825, I^is friends asserted that '' there was not a more united 
parish in the State." 

Rev. Isaac R. Barbour was installed pastor of the church 
December 20, 1827. He was deeply interested in the ques- 
tions of the day, and alienated many of his friends by the 
vigorous measures that he favored for the suppression of the 
sale of liquor and the use of it as a beverage. His sympa- 

* The first cditioii ol the History of New England «k-as published b 1804, and th« second 
cdiiioo in 1809 by Thomas ft Wliipplc, booksellers, No. a State sueet, Kcwburypoit. Some of 
the friends of Miss Hannah Adams contended that this book was an infrinfcment of the copy- 
right granted her in 1799 for a similar work. A long and bitter controversy followed ; but it la 
evident, from a careful examination of the general design, style of treatoMnt, and subdivision of 
subjects In the two historiea, that the charge cannot be sustained. 
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A few weeks later the parish accepted the resignation of 
Rev. Mr. Barbour, to take effect May i, 1833. 

Plans for a new meeting-house were prepared and adopted 
without delay. The comer-stone was laid in the month of 
May; and November 7, 1833, the new house of worship was 
dedicated. A new bell, weighing over one thousand pounds, 
was purchased by the parish, and hung on the framework 
provided for it in the steeple. In September, 1886, through 
the personal efforts of Mrs. A. B. Forbes, of Fatherland Farm, 
and other inhabitants of the jxirish, another and larger bell 
was purchased and hung in the belfry, to take the place of | j 

the old one, which was badly worn and cracked. \. \ 

When the new meeting-house was completed, the i^ews [ 1 

were sold, and the money used to defray the cost of the 
building. In 1834, the pew-owners were incorporated by the 
General Court, and authorized to hold real estate and per- 
sonal property, for parochial purposes, under the name and 
title of " The Proprietors of the Byfield meeting house." 

December 25, 1833, Rev. Henry Durant was ordained ] 

pastor of the church. He resigned September 15, 1847,10 
take charge of Dummer Academy ; but his resignation was 
not accepted until March 31, 1849. 

Rev. Francis V. Tenney, a native of Newburyport and a 
graduate of Amherst College, Axas installed pastor March 7, 
1850. He resigned March 22, 1857; and on the twenty-sec- 
ond of April following he was dismissed by a vote of the coun- 
cil of churches called to consider and advise with him in regard 
to his proposed removal to another field of labor. 

June 16, 1858, Rev. Charles Brooks, the seventh pastor of 
the church was settled. His resignation was accepted Novem- 
ber II, 1863. 

For nearly twelve years after that date the church was 
without a settled pastor. In 1865, Rev. Moses E. Searle sup- 
plied the pulpit for about five months. He died, suddenly, 
Januar)' 6, 1866. He was succeeded by Rev. Joshua S. Gay, 
who conducted the ser\'ices for several years. From 1 870 to 
1875, Rev. Willbm S. Coggin of Boxford officiated on Sun- 
days, and the deacons of the church had charge of the meet- 
ings held on week-days. 
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Rev. James H. Child u'as ordainctl pasta 
He resijjncd, on account of ilt-hcalth, D' 
Since that date the |>astors of the church 
George I-. Gleason, installed September : 
October 2, 1 888 ; Re\'. David C. Torrey, inst 
resigned April twentieth to take effect Maj 



Ql'EEN AXNE'S CIIAFEL 

A few months after the meeting-house in i 
near the bui^ing-groiind at Sanger's hilt 
down by a disorderly cuni)jany of men an 
upper DC west end of the ixirish," a stn 
effort was made by a few individuals residii 
of Sawyer's hill to erect a new building 
road, near the dividing line between the 
parishes, and to employ, at their own chargi 
able [K-rson to carry on the work of th 
Lumber and other materials needed for t 
worship were purchased ; and the frame wai 
and ready tu be set up, when a committee f 
Filjc Stave hill, under the pastoral care 
Ilelcher, remonstrating against the exercis 
thority, appealed to the General Court for 
ance. 

July 19, 1711, "in answer to the petitic 
tants of the West Precinct in Newbury," 
magistrates, with the appro\-al of the govcn 
Directed that the Persons named in the 
concerned desist from their Proceedings tc 
intended Meeting House untill there be 
Matter before this Court." \ 

This 3d\-icc was e\-idently unheeded ; fc 
fourth day of August, Capt. Hugh Marcl 
petition to the General Court state " that 



u ArcliivH (Cairt KicMdi), >sL Ii., p. ii). 
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the West Precinct of Newbury have raised & in part covered 
a house intended for a meeting house, notwithstanding the 
ad\nce and direction of this Court on the nineteenth of July 
last, to desist until there had been a hearing." 

• 

The Court ordered that Samuel Bartlett, John Ordway, Deacon 
Joshua Brown, Joshua Bailey, Skipper Lunt, & PenncI Titcomb be now 
served by the sheriff with a Copy of the order of this Court of the \<^^ of 
July past, strictly forbiding them & their associates Proceeding in the 
Work of their intended Meeting flouse, until! there be a Hearing of that 
Affair as by the said order is directed, and that the said Persons be 
summonded by the Sheriff to attend this Court on the second Wednesday 
of their session in the Fall to answer for their contempt of the afore- 
said order.* 

November 2, 1711, Upon hearing the case of Newbury referring to 
the house late pretended to be raised for the publick worship of God on 
or near deacon Joshua Browns land, contrary to the direction of y« court, 
of wch there is no present necessity. It is ordered that the building of 
the said house be not proceeded in upon any pretence whatsoever but 
that the division of the town into two precincts between the old meeting 
house & that upon Pipe staff Hill be the present division of the auditory, 
& is hereby confirmed & established, & all Persons concerned are to 
yield obedience accordingly; and that the Disorders that have been in 
the proceedings about the said House in Browns land be referred to the 
next sessions of y* peace in £ssex.t 

In this emergency Abraham Merrill, Joshua Brown, Samuel 
Bartlett, and a few others, anxious to finish the building on 
which work had been stopped by order of the General Court, 
applied to Mr. John Bridger for advice and assistance. He 
was a zealous churchman, living at that time in Portsmouth, 
N.H., having been appointed " Surveyor General of Woods in 
America " December 24, 1705, which position he held for ten 
or fifteen years, marking with the queen's broad arrow trees 
reser\'ed for the use of her Majesty's navy, and instructing 
the inhabitants in the art of '* making pitch and tar, curing 
hemp &c." X Through his influence a petition signed by 
John Bartlett, Joshua Brown, Joseph Annis, and Samuel 
Bartlett was presented to the bishop of London, humbly be- 
seeching him to send a minister to officiate in the church to 

* Matsachiisciu Archhrcs (Coort Records), irol. U., p. 14a. t Ibid., pp. 159^ ite. 
X PaUrty't History of New Enfland* voL hr., pp. yf^ «»i. 
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be built, and called Qiieen Anne's chapel by the petition 
and other inhabitants of the town of Newbuiy. 

The building u'as probably finished pre\-ious to August 
1712 ; and it was evidently used for public worship, accord 
to the rubrics and ritual of the established Church of Engla 
by Kcv. Henry Harris, one of the ministers of King's cha 
Boston, who came to Newbury on several occasions, remi 
ing fourteen days at one tinw. 

It was the second Episcopal church erected in Massac 
setts ; and the parish in which it was located — now includ 
the towns of Newbury, Ncwburyport, and West Newbury - 
at the present time the oldest parish subject to the Episcc 
form <A church gov-emment and discipline in the diocese. 

Rev. John Lambton had charge of the services at Qui 
Anne's chapel from November 14, 171 3, until the follow 
autumn, having been transferred from her Majesty's s 
" Phcnix " at the request and with the approval of G 
Francis Nicholson, commander4n-chicf of the cxpedit: 
against Port Rojal, and afterwards governor of N( 
Scotia. 

During his ministry the following petition was signed 
the officers and communicants of the church, and sent 
England : — 

To the Hon'bic & Venerable the Society for the Propagating t 
Cotpel In Foreign Parti; — 

We out of our ardent Love and Afleclioa that we have for the Wi 
ship of God now profeiied amongst ui according to the Liturgy of t 
Church of England humbly lay before you the neceuity we have of 
long time had of a Minister duly qualified according to your iustructio 
in that behalf directed to read and preach the Word of God unto 1 
We return yon humble tbanlcs for the Twenty pounds we have receiv 
from General Nicholson whose piety and unbounded Charity needs : 
encomium, whose arrival has cheered our drooping spirits and in soi 
measure released ui from the oppression of our adversaries, as likeivl 
for the Ten pounds given to Afr John Lambton, Chaplain to her Majestj 
Ship Phenix, which is appointed to attend this Government, who 
willing to officiate here till further orders from the Hon'ble Socic 
praying that he may have the Salary during the time he is as Missic 
ary here. We are not so hxed at we desire as to oar number, b 
hope our increase will answer the ends expected. For the prcseot •• 
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are only able to give Forty pounds per annum, the Minister but just 
come among us, but hope in a small time to advance that sum. 

The Books and other things which are usually sent along with the 
missionary would be very useful for the continuance and establishing us 
in the true worship of God and Instrumental in bringing others over 
who are inclining that way that in all human appearance here will be a 
flourishing Church. We only beg your Gracious, speedy and satisfac- 
tory answer, I^eeching Almighty God to bless all your pious under- 
takings is the prayer of 

Tristram Browx 
JosiAH Weaver 
Nath»- Bartlett 
KicH» Williams 
Thomas Brown 
Thomas Bartl«tt 
Joseph Asms 
Skipper Luxt 
JoH.v Eavr 
Isaac Rogers 
John Bartlet 
John Bartlett y^^ 
Richard Bartlet 
Dan«- Osilaway 
John Merrill 
W- HusE 
RoDERT Rogers 
NicHo Davison 
Ben J A Sawyer 
Thos Follansda* 



John Lambton, Minister 



Joshua Brown ) Church 
A11RAHA.M Merrill) Waniens 



Samuel Bartlet, 

Ariel Long, 

Sam«- Sawyer, 

- 1. 1 ?• Vestrymen 

Joshua Brown, Jun ' •' 

John Bartlet, 

Joseph Bayly, 



In answer to this petition, "The Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts " ap|X)inted Rev. Henr}' 
Lucas minister of the church at Newbury. He arrived Sep- 
tember 17, 171 5, and immediately entered upon the duties of 
his office. In spite of many discouragements and disappoint- 
ments, he remained in charge of the parish until his death, 
August 23, 1720. During his ministry Queen Anne's Chapel 
was presented with a bell by the bishop of London. In a 
letter to Mr. Humphreys, secretary of the above-named 
society, John Bridger (or Bridges, as his name is sometimes 
printed) wTote May 19, 171 8: — 

* Hittorical CollcctioM of the Amcrfoan CdlonUI Church, vol. ifi^ pp. 9S.M* 
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Wardens in the Queen's Chappel in Ne\vbur}% builte within 
the South Doore Joyning to Thos. Bartlcts pew, a pew given 
to the above saide church for a seate for the Church Wardens 
to sitt in for Ever." ♦ 

November lo, 1726 voted that ye Galler}'s be builte, forthwith, under 
the direction of the minister & church wardens.* 

In 1738, Rev. Mr. Plant consented to the erection of a 
new church near the business centre of the town, and sub- 
scribed the sum of fifty pounds as his proiX)rtion of the cost 
of the same. A lot of land was purchased, and a building, 
"called St. Paul's Church," was erected thereon. Feb- 
ruary 3, 1742, Rev. Mr. Plant was chosen minister, and 
arrangements were made with him to preach in the church 
every other Sunday. Some differences of opinion in regard 
to the appointment of church wardens and the control of the 
pulpit led to a serious disagreement that was not settled for 
eight or nine years. During this interval Rev. Mr. Plant 
officiated occasionally in St. Paul's church, but devoted most 
of his time and attention to Queen Anne's Chapel. In a 
note-book in which he recorded some of the important events 
of that time he wrote, 

June 3, 1 743 returned from ye Convention which was held at Rhode 
Island and got home ye 9>>* of June. 

July 21, 1745 then I began to preach in ye new church by ye water 
side by order of ye society. 

During the remainder of that year and the year following 
Rev. Mr. Plant preached in the new church once a month ; 
but the number of hearers was small, often not more than six 
or eight men and about as many women. 

Meanwhile the ser\-ices in Queen Anne's chapel were held 
on Sundays and holy days, with but few interruptions ; and 
many worshippers assembled there to offer de\'out prayers, 
and join in the songs of praise. In 1750, the chapel was 
repaired at a cost exceeding one hundred pounds. Of this 
sum Rev. Mr. Plant contributed nearly one-half. Two years 

* Records of Qotto Aiiiic't Cbapcl. 
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ing to the Rubric of the Church of England, do desire and do make 
choice of the Rev. Matthias Plant as our Minister to officiate and carrj' 
on the said worship in said church of St. PauPs, in Newbury aforesaid, 
— in witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands this day and year 
above written. 

Jos Atkins Axth© Gwynn 

Thomas Smith Wm Atkins Michael Dalton 

JosKPH Cottle Thos Wooduridg Eomuxd Cottle 

Witter Cumings Hknjn Harris Church IVaniens* 

Wm Jenkins Amhrose Davis 

Owing to some differences of opinion in regard to his 
rights and privileges as minister of the church, Rev. Mr. 
Plant was not inductcxl into office until several years later. 

September 30, 1747, he notified the wardens and vestry- 
men of the church that he would gladly meet and confer with 
them in regard to his appointment " as chief minister of the 
whole ixirish/* * and two or three weeks later received the 
following note in reply : — . _ 

Wc received your favor of ye io«*» Instant & many of ye Church 

people being absent prevented the answer until now ; as your favor is 

directed to ye church wardens & Proprietors we have determined to 

have a meeting of ye Proprietors on friday next at ten of ye clock in ye 

forenoon at St J'auls Church & pray youMl favor us with your presence 

& we doubt not that matters can be accommodated in a friendly manner, 

as wc have no views to answer but ye good of ye communit}' & as 

speedily as possible have an agreeable gentleman seated in ye church 

which we shall endeavor shall be to your good liking & satisfaction as 

well as ourselves ; we are Reverend Sir, 

Your most Humble Servants 

To the Reverend Tho« Tannett ) Chh 

Mr. Matt Plant Jn©. Crocker > IVanUtis^ 

The conference evidently did not result in an immediate 
settlement of the questions in dispute, as Rev. Mr. Plant was 
not inducted into office as rector of St. Paul's church until 
June 24, I75i.t Meanwhile Mr. Edward Bass, who had 
been studying for the ministry, was selected to assist in the 
work of the parish. He was sent to England and admitted 
to holy orders by the bishop of l^ndon May 24, 1752. 

• 

• Rev Maiihiat PUnt*s Note Hook or Diary, 
t ** Ottia Ncwbvry,** pp. 401, 40a. 
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Rev. George Whitefield preached his first sermon in Newbury 
to an immense audience that occupied all the a\'ailable space 
in this large and commodious edifice. 

The enthusiasm aroused by this famous preacher led to the 
organization of a new religious society ; and in 1 743 more 
than thirty members asked for letters of dismissal from the 
Third Parish church, in order that they might join the new 
organization. This request was refused ; and several similar 
requests made during the next two or three years shared the 
same fate. At length the " new lights," or " new schemers," 
as they were called, resolved to, put an end to the controversy ; 
and, acting ui^)n their own resix)nsibility, they applied for 
admission to membership in the First Presbyterian church. 
After due deliberation their request was granted October 16, 
1746. 

February 9, 1754, the steeple of the meeting-house in 
Market square was struck by lightning, and considerable 
damage done to houses in that neighborhood. lienjamin 
Franklin, who xisited Newbury in the month of November 
following, wrote an interesting account of the effect of the 
lightning uix)n the church steeple, and the protection furnished 
by a small wire that conducted the electricity in safety through 
the bell-tower, clock, and pendulum to the ground. This 
account was communicated by letter to a friend in Paris, and 
read before the Royal Society of London, December 18, 

1755. 

Rev. John Lowell died May 15, 1767; and his successor, 

Rev. Thomas Gary, of Gharlestown, was ordained May 11, 
1768. 

When Newbur)port was incorporated in 1764, the name 
and title of the Third Parish church was changed to " The 
First Religious Society in Newburyp<:)rt." From that date 
the history of this church or religious society belongs to the 
municipality of which it now forms a part.* 

* For addidonal facu \vA inddentt connected with iht lliird Parith chnrcli sec " OuM 
Ncwboij,*' pp. 410-447* 
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in \V(Kxlman's lane, now Maple street, West Newbury. This 
new house of worship was deilicated January 5, 18 16. 

Rev. Mr. Kirby sailed for Charleston, S.C., in 1818, for the 
benefit of his health. The vessel in which he took jxissagc 
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FOURTH PAKISH MEETING-HOUSE. 

BVILT IN 1815. RkMIIIIFLLKII AKD EKLAIUilD IX 1856. 

was wrecked on Ocracoke bar on the coast of North Carolina, 
and he was washed overboard and drowned December 5, 181 8. 
The town of Parsons was incorix)rated Februar}* 18, 18 19; 
but by an act of the General Court jxissed June 14, 1820, 
the name of the town was changed to West Newbury, and 
subsequently, by a vote of the parish, the name of the Fourth 
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church in Newbur)' w-as changed to the Second chu 
West Newbury. 

Since that date the pastors of the church have been : 



Kcv. Elijab Demond March 7. 1S31 September 

RcT. Paul Couch March 27, 1S17 August 14, 

Rev. John Q. A. Edgell September 1 7, 1832 October 27, 

Ke\'. Davli Foucr November 1, 1855 September 

In 1S56, during the ministr)- of Kcv. Mr. Foster, the 
ing-hoiise was remo\'ctl to its present location, near the 
tion of Church street (West Newburj-) and the Bn 
road. It tt-as rcmodcUctl and enlarged ; and on the tweUt 
of March, 1857, it was reopened and retledicatcd to th( 
ship of God. 

June 13, 1871, Rev. Setieca M. Keeler nai ordained pastor: t 
dUmisied February 18, 1878. 

September 18, 18SS, R«t. William Slade wu ordained past 
WIS dismissed April 21, 1891. 

Deceraber 2, 1891, Rev, F. B. Noycs was ordained pastor : 1 
dismissed December 6, 1897. 

Since that date the church has been without a s 
. minister. 

Rev. Elbridge P. McElroy sappiicd the pulpit from March, ■: 
July, 1871. 

Rev. M. A. Dougherty, from April, 1879, to Jaauaij, 1884. 
Rev. William P. Alcott, from Febniary. 1S84, to October, iSM 
Rev. F. H, Doynton, from November, 1886, to December, 188; 
Rev. C. F. Clarke, from January, 1898, to Norembcr. 1899. 
Rev. George A. Martin, from December, 1899, to March, 190X. 



ti 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

Two years after the first visit of Rev. George Whil 
to Newbury, a few earnest and devout friends and foil 
of the great evangelist erected a small house of worsi 
the easterly side of High street, a few rods from the i 
criy corner <rf King street, now Federal street. New 
JX)rt, and employed Rev. Josej^ Adams, of Byfiek), a f 
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ate of Harvard College, to carry on the work of the ministry 
there. Although zealous and faithful, the young preacher 
was sometimes indiscreet, and failed to win the support and 
confidence of the people to whom he ministered. 

November 25, 1745, more than one hundred members of 
the First Parish church, dissatisfied with the theological views 
of the pastor, Rev. Christopher Toppan, and the assistant 
pastor, Rev. John Tucker, signed an agreement to withdraw 
from communion with that church, and unite with the 
new society in extending a call to Rev. Jonathan Par- 
sons, of Lyme, Conn., to become their spiritual adviser and 
teacher. 

On the third day of January, 1745-6, a few of the sub- 
scribers to this agreement organized a church, and mutually 
covenanted and agreed "to walk together as a church of 
Christ according to the rules and order of the gospel." The 
members of the First Parish church who were opposed to the 
settlement of Rev. Mr. Parsons in Newbury; and " objected 
to his officiating on the Lord's day to any of ye Brethren of 
this and the neighboring churches," appointed a committee, 
February 13, 1745-6, to confer with him upon the subject, 
and also to ascertain from the church at Lyme, Conn., the 
truth or falsity of some statements that had been circulated * 
in regard to his theological views and the influence that he 
exerted while in the ministry there. 

Without waiting for the consent or approval of the churches 
in Newbury, Rev. Mr. Parsons accepted the invitation that 
had been extended to him by the members of the newly 
organized society to become their pastor. The installation 
exercises were simple and impressive. At a meeting called 
for that purpose March 19, 1745-6, the pastor-elect delivered 
a sermon appropriate to the occasion. Some letters and testi- 
monials upholding his theological views were read. Then, 
standing with uplifted hand before the congregation, he said, 
"In the presence of God and these witnesses I take this peo> 
pie to be my people " ; and the clerk, rising and speaking iar 
the church and the congregation, said, "In the presence of 
God and these witnesses we take this man to be our minister." 
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jl' Under the bw uf the province of Massachusetts the mem- 

' '1 hers of the new society u-ere compelled to pay taxes for the 

I' support of public worship in the parishes where they residet^ 

* unless, like Quakers, EjHscopalians, and Anabaptists, they 

obtained pcrmis^n to attend public worship elsewhere. Al- 
though \-igorous efforts were made to amend or repeal the 
law, the Genera) Court was not inclined to grant the relief 
( asked for. 

April 7, 1746, the newly organized church elected six rulii^ 
ekiers, and in the month of October following admitted 
thirty-eight members from the Third Parish church without 
credentials or letters of dismission from that church. These 
unusual proceedings were follon-ed by the adoption of a reso- 
lutk>n, September 1$, 1748, to unite with the presbytery of 
Boston upon certain specified conditions.' These conditions 
n-ere accepted by the presbyters at a meeting held a few 
weeks later. 

In the months of October and November following, several 
petitions were presented to the General Court asking that the 
inhabiunts of Ncwbu^ might be released from the payment 
" of taxes and charges for the suf^iort of any minister of any 
society except for the support of the minister where they 
usually attend publick worship." Although William Shirley, 
then governor of the province, endeavored to secure for them 
the privileges asked for, the General Court, after a prolonged 
hearing, refused to grant the prayer of the petitioners. 

During the next ten or fifteen years several attempts were 
made without success to obtain relief from the burden of 
"double taxation." The struggle was continued until after 
the adoption of the constitution of the state of Massachu- 
setts ; and some of the questions inv<Jved in the controversy 
were not finally settled and disposed of until June 17, 1796, 
when the General Court passed " An Act authorizing the First 
Parish in Newbury to discharge from taxation, for the support 
of Public Worship in said Parish, such Persons within the 
limits of said Parish as attend Public Worship in any other 
Religious Society, and are willing to be subject to taxation in 
such society." 

\ 
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Meanwhile a larger and more convenient meeting-house 
was erected on a lot of land on the corner of Chandler's lane, 
now Federal street, " and a way two rods broad," now School 
street, Newburj-jxjrt.J The frame of this new house of wor- 
ship was raised July 5, 1756, and religious services were held 
in the unfinished building in the month of August following. 
The steeple was not completed until three or four years later. 
Samuel Pettingell, while at work upon it, fell to the ground 
September 10, 1759, and was instantly killed. 

The meeting-house is still standing within the territorial 
limits of Newbur)'ix)rt. The large square pews, the high pul- 
pit, and the sounding-board, hung by rods from the ceiling, 
have been removed, and other alterations and improvements 
made, practically transforming the old edifice into a new one. 
The heavy oak frame, however, still remains undisturbed, 
showing no signs of weakness or decay. 

Since the incorporation of Newburyport the church over 
which Rev. Jonathan Parsons was installed pastor in 1746 
has been, and still is, known as "The First Presbyterian 
Church in Newburyix)rt " ; and its history from and after 1764 
is identified with and forms a jxirt of the history of that town.f 

FIFTH PARISH CHURCH. 

April 17, 1 76 1, the territorial bounds and limits of the 
F'ifth i>arish in Newbury were established by the General 
Court.J At that date serxices according to the ritual of the 
Church of England were held only once a month in Queen 
Anne's chapel, which was located near the centre of the new 
parish. Early in the month of June, 1761, a few persons in- 
terested in the organization of a Congregational church in 
that neighborhood met in the chapel without having asked or 
obtained permission to use the building. Rev. Edward Bass, 
in a letter dated June 9, 1761, protested against this dis- 
orderly conduct, and subsequently applied for advice and 

X Esses Deeds, book cxlii., leaf J04. 

t For a more extended account ol the First Presbyterian church sea " Oold Kcwbory,** pp. 
fot-sjs ; also, *' The Orijeia and Annals ol ' the Old South ' First Presbyterian Church and Parish 
hi Kewb ur ypoft,** published in 1896 by DamreO & Uphaas, Boatoa. 

I Sit mitU^ p. ajS. 
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assistance to the governor o( the pro\ince, who recommended 
the u'ardcns and vestrymen to grant the inhabitants of the 
Fifth (larish liberty to use the chapel when unoccufricd until 
a new meeting-house could be erected, " they disclaiming all 
right to the church and disavon-ing the force that has been 
used by them." This recommendation was consented to and 
appru\'ed by the Society for the Prt^jagation of the Gospd 
in Foreign Parts, in London. February 19, 1762.* 

During the following summer a mccting-housc was built on 
Meeting-house lane, now Noble street, Ncwhur>'port ; and 
July 22, 1763, the Fifth Parish church was organized. Rev. 
Oliver Noble, the first and only minister o( the church, was 
settled September 1, 1762, The society was never very 
prosperous and for many years maintained a precarious ex- 
istence. Rev. Mr. Noble, in spite of many difficulties and 
discouragements resulting from some injudicious business 
transactions, in which he was involved, retained possession of 
his office until the spring of 1784, when, by mutual consent, 
a council u-as called to dissolve the connection between pastor 
and people. Only two churches responded to the call. The 
pastors and del<^tcs of the church at Hampton Falls and 
the church at Greenland, assembled in Newbury for consulta- 
tion and conference, " not as an ecclesiastical council," but 
as individual churches, unanimously agreed April 28, 1784, 
that the separation should take place. A few months latei 
Rev. Mr. Noble was ordained or installed minister of the 
church at Newcastle, N.H., where he remained until his 
death, Deceniber 15, 1793. 

Religious services were held in the meeting-house of the 
Fifth parish for se\'erat years after the resignation of Rev, 
Mr. Noble; but the congregation gradually diminished in num- 
bers, and before the beginning of the nineteenth century 
services were disc<»itinued, and the church was practically 
extinct. In 1S08, during a violent storm, the neglected and 
weather-worn meeting-house was blown down and completely 
destroyed. 

Meanwhile the Fifth parish, by the incorporation of New 

* " Uh ud Tbrwi si Umid Bu,' bj Rn. Duiil D. KtOim. Vf- H^^ 
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buryport in 1764, became the Fourth parish in Newbury. 
A few individuals, anxious to re\ive and re-establish the Con- 
gregational church in that parish, agreed, January 8, 1807, 
to build a new meeting-house. They selected a lot of land, 
owned by Dr. Micajah Sawyer, on High street, near the 
corner of Poore's lane, or Moody's lane, now Woodland street, 
Newburyport,* and erected a house of worship that was dedi- 
cated November 24, 1807. 

'* The Proprietors of a New Meeting House in the Fourth 
Parish in Newbury " were incorporated by a special act of the 
legislature passed March 4, i8o8.t The old church was re- 
vived, or a new one organized, previous to April 2, 1808. 
Rev. James Miltimore was installed pastor April 21, 1808. 
The meeting-house was struck by lightning and completely 
destroyed April i, 1816. A new one was built without delay, 
and dedicated November 7, 18 16. 

In 1 8 19, the town of Parsons, now West Newbury, was in- 
corporated ; and the name of the parish in which Rev. Mr. 
Miltimore officiated was again changed to the Second parish 
in Newbury. Rev. John C. March was ordained assistant 
pastor March i, 1832. After the death of Rev. Mr. Milti- 
more, March 23, 1836, Rev. Mr. March had entire charge of 
the church and parish until his decease, September 26, 1 846. 

Rev. Daniel T. Fiske was installed pastor August 18, 1847. 
In 185 1, the parish, with some additional territory, uas set off 
from Newbury and annexed to Newburyport ; and the name 
of the church %vas changed to " The Belleville Congregational 
Church and Society of Newburyport." Januar}' 8, 1867, the 
meeting-house ^^•as destroyed by an incendiary fire. A new 
house of worship was erected during the following summer, 
and dedicated December 24, 1867. 

Rev. Dr. Fiske was relieved, at his request, by a vote of 
the parish in 1887, from some of the burdens and active duties 
of his office; but, at the earnest solicitation of friends, he 
consented to remain as senior pastor of the church, and still 
retains that position. The fiftieth anniversary of his ordina- 

* £u€x Deeds, book clxxxvH., leaf 17a ; ako, book csdiL, leaf 79. 
t S«c chap. 86, Acts of iRof-^t. 
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SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 

Members o( the religiotis society, or sect, commonly called 
Qu:ikcrs \-tMtcd Newbury at a very early date, on their way 
to other towns in Maine and New Hampshire. In 1663, 
I^ydia Wardwel), of Hampton, N.H., was sentenced by the 
c<>urt at Salem to be sc\'crcly whipped "itx coming naked 
into Newbury meeting house," and at the same court }<3a& 
Kmcry was indicted " (or entertaining Quakers " at his bouse 
in Newbury." 

The Society of Friends held "quarterly meetings" in 
Hampton as earty as 1697, and "monthly meetings" 10 
■699t 

In 1701, they built a meeting-house in that town, and mem- 
bers of the society residing in Salisbury, Amesbury, and New^ 
bury, as well as Hampton, assembled there on the first day of 
the week (or public worship.! 

Judge Scwall wrote in his diary. May 23, 1704, "Went 
early to Salem, convers'd with M' Noyes told him of the 
Quaker meeting at Sam Sawyers a week ago, profaneness of 
the yuung Hoags professing that heresy." § 

Samuel Sawyer was a son of William Sawyer, one of the 
early settlers of Newbury ; and *■ the young Hoags " were sons 
of John Hoag, who married April 21, 1669, in Newbury, a 
daughter of John Emery. _ 

In 1705, a mccting-house was erected in Salisbury, new 
town, now Amesbury, for the better accommodation of the 
Quakers residing there and in the neighboring towns.| 

At the " Friends Monthly Meeting " held at Amesbury in 
the year 1714 the members of that association were granted 
liberty to meet in Newbury " every 3* first day y* week in 
ever)' month." ^ After that date, meetings of the society 
were frequently held in Newbury in private houses. In 1743, 
a mccting-house was erected on the southwesterly ^de tA the 

•So H/f, chap. Ill, »•((■ 1*4. >*K 
t llitte>T of HuplM (Don), *•!. I, f. m. 
t Huiorr d( Aaobury (MtniU), p. ijL 
ISainii.1 StwilT, Dlirr, vol. ii, p. )u (Mh 
Swifi. .01. -A ). 

I HittotT «( ADKfbuT piBTillX p. <jk. IIU, p. M. 
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country road, now High street, Nc\vbur)'port, between 
Moody's lane, now Woodland street, and Pillsbury's lane, now 
Ashland street. June 6, 1743, Stephen Sawyer, " In consider- 
ation of that good will & affection which I bear to my well 
respected Friends Robert Rogers, Daniel Sawj'er, Stephen 
Sawyer, Jun., yeomen & Samuel Fowler, Richard Collins, 
Hezekiah Collins & Samuel Coker, shipwrights & Humphrey 
Sawyer & Hathorn Coker, Jun., Blacksmiths, all of Newbury," 
conveyed to the persons above named the land on which the 
meeting-house was built.* 

Stephen Sawyer was a brother of Samuel Saw)'er, at whose 
house the Quaker meeting was held in 1704. He was born 
in Newbury, April 25, 1663, and married Ann, daughter of 
William Titcomb, March 10, 1687. By his will dated Febru- 
ary 20, 1753, and proved July 23, 1753, he gave his dwel- 
ling-house "on the country road," with about forty acres 
of land adjoining the same, to his sons Daniel and Enoch 
Sawyer.f 

Samuel Coker, shipwright, and Hathorn Coker, jr., black- 
smith, named in the deed of conveyance from Stephen Sawyer, 
were owners or part owners of about three square rods of 
land, now known as the Quaker burying-ground, on Washing- 
ton street, Newburyport, which was originally a part of the 
bequest made by Richard Bartlett in his will, dated April 
19, 1695, to his daughter, Tirzah Bartlett, who subsequently 
married Hathorn Cokcr.J 

On the land owned by Stephen Sawyer, on the south- 

* Eaaex Deeds, book luuvii. leaf s6s. 

t Probate Rcconb, book occxxxi, leaf 4*9. 

X William Titcomb was appointed jcuardian of Tinab Bartlett in 1698. He was discharged 
from the care of her estate February \ 170S-9, ** she having become of age, and married H»- 
thoni Coker ** (Essex ProbaU Records, book occx.. leaf 114). After her death, suit was brovght la 
die Covrt of Common Pleas for Ksscx County by Hathorn Coker, Samuel Coker, and others, to 
recover poesession of about four acres of land 00 the soatherljside of Merrimack street, extending 
aearlj to High street. The writ was returnable at the court held in Newburyport the last Tact- 
day In September, 1767. An agreement was then made "to dock the entaU"; and Match %\, 
176!, an indenture for the divinon of the Coker field, so called, was duly executed. 

** It was then Covenanted and agreed that nine rods of the premises being three rods Square 
at the north west Corner thereof shall be and enure to the use of the Several Persons to whose 
use the Residue of the premises as before mentioned is to be recovered for a Burying Place 
lor them and their heirs forever, for themselves and their Families who shall have Liberty to past 
and repass thereto forever** (Eisex Deeds, book cxxv., leaf 91). 

AprU % iSoo, Washington street, extending from Winter to Boaidman streets, was laid oat by 
the selectiMn of Newburyport, and accepted by the inhabhanu of that town at a feting hdd 
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wtsterly side of High street, se\'eral members of the Sawyw 
family were buried previous to 1743. On the crest of the 
hill, in the rear of the meeting-hotise lot, a few worn and 
dilapidated gravestones are still standing. The only inscrip- 
tion now legible reads as follows : — 

HERE LYES V* 
BOtir OF EUJAH 
5AWVEK SON' OF 
DANIEL * SAkAK 

SAWVEK WHO 

DIED MOVEHBEK 

4, 1 710 AGED 

II WEEKS. 

Daniel Sanger n-as also a son of Stephen Sawyer. He 
was born Janiur^- 28, 1689, and married Sarah Moody, April 
2, 1714. He was one of the grantees named in the deed of 
convcj-ance from Stephen Sawj-er to the Society of Friends 
in 1743. In the division of his father's estate he came into 
possession of about twenty-five or thirty acres of land ad- 
joining to and including the family burying-ground.* 

The meeting-house erected by the Society of Friends was 
a plain, unpretentious structure, about thirty feet wide, forty 
feet long, and two stories high. Religious services were held 
in the lower story, and occasionally the upper story was util- 
ized for the same purpose. 

In the month of June, 1825, Paul Adams, of Newbury, and 
Stc])hcn Saw)-erand Robert Brown, of West Newbury, "being 
a committee of the Society of Friends in Newbury," duly au- 
thorized to sell the Friends' meeting-house and ground under 



■StibHqiKiiiIf, Orlande B. Mcnill. fHidiu gC Eli 
MoHi L. AikiiuM(Ew> Dndh bvokccin,, lul im); 
lo Ihf uid MaM L. AlUuoa iboulili k» iddiliaul Iiad, "(n«i *f>itk Uu te dcdacMd tta 
quiBilijr now inpimd u ■ buiTtai (nwad, bri^ lOmy twotr 'vb"(EMi Dods, boOk 
ceuivi , Itil So). N'attnbB*. idi. Jii)» U. AlkiuaaHild u ElmCriSBibml ta acnaaf 

>u4 oo Nsith Alkbn luw !■ Nnrbufpan, "R«a*<a| ttw %mjv Bviil F I. ■■ 

alWd, upoa Bid iM " (Ean Deal*, bM* dni, IW 164 . 
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and adjoining the same, '' the said Paul Adams also being an 
overseer of said society, chosen by the Seabrook Monthly 
Meeting," gave to Josiah Little, of Newbury, a quitclaim deed 
" of the lot of ground on High street in said town on which the 
Friends meeting house now stands," with the building thereon, 
" being the same land which the Society of Friends have oc- 
cupied for a meeting house lot for eighty years past." * 

At or soon after that date a meeting-house was built just 
beyond the limits of Newbury, in the neighborhood of Turkey 
hill, for the use of the Society of Friends. March 4, 1829, 
Robert Brown, of West Newbury, " in consideration of that 
good will & affection I bear to my well respected friends Ed- 
ward Gove, Jun.and Ezekiel Jones, overseers of the Society of 
P'riends in Seabrook Monthly Meeting " conveyed to the said 
overseers, and their successors in office, land in West Newbury 
on which a mccting-house was then standing, " so long as the 
said society shall improve it for a meeting house and hold a 
meeting for the worship of God." f 

May 21, 1855, Josiah Little, of Newburyport, sold to 
" Da\id Sawyer and Robert L. Brown, overseers of the So- 
ciety of Friends in West Newbury," about one acre of land 
" on the road leading from Newburyport to West Newbury by 
Turkey Hill," which has been since that date used by the 
members of the society as a burying-ground.J 

A private school was kept by Miss Upham for several 
years in the mccting-house on High street after it came into 
the possession of Josiah Little, Esq. The second quarter of 
the school was advertised in the Newburyport Herald "to 
commence August 31, 1825." 

Miss Upham was a sister of Thomas C. Upham, Professor 
of Mental and Moral Philosophy in Bowdoin College, Bruns- 
wick, Me. In 1827, she announced that "The French and 
Italian languages. Painting and other branches of Education 
usual in Female Seminaries " § would be taught in her school 
at Belleville. 

Some years later the old meeting-house was used as a ves- 

• Esiez Deeds, vol ccxxzvUi., leaf 141. t IM^ vol. cclU., leaf 2M. X IbM., vol. dlxW^ 
iMf ai. 

I Set adv ci ti i e m eat In Ncwbufyport Herald, Apvfl j, ilej. 
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cicty in Newburyport, and a ngorous effort %vas made to in- 
crease and strengthen its work and influence. 

In 1855, during the pastorate of Rev. John L. Trefren, the 
chapel was removed to its present location, near the Boston 
& Maine Railroad station, in Byfield parish, Newbury, and 
subsequently remodelled and enlarged.* Most of the minis- 
ters appointed to carry on the work in the new chapel, follow- 
ing the rule or custom of the Methodist church, remained 
only one year. Several, however, were retained for a longer 
term of ser\'ice. Rev. O. S. Butler occupied the pulpit from 
1858 to 1 86 1 and again from 1S63 to 1866. In 1868, during 
the pastorate of Rev. Garret Bcckman, the church was again 
remodelled and enlarged. 

Rev. William VV. Bowers was appointed pastor of the 
church April 14, 1900, and still retains that office. In the 
month of September, 1901, the meeting house \\'as remo\'ed 
and a new one erected on the same site. It was dedicated to 
the worship of God, Sunday, June 15, 1902. 

*Land was purchased July 24, 185$, and March ai, 1859. (S«e Essex Deeds, book dxTii., 
leaf S8; book dixxxiv., leaves 399. joo.) 



■i m aiiB Bi ! ■ fa- ^ «w#-» I— ■!■ M^,». ,^ ■■ ■■' a ae^^g'awCTg'— '^i—t'^w^ 



If 



'ti 



1] 



A^ 



